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AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 
AND GENERAL OPERATIONS 

EFFECTIVE : 
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SUBJECT • FLIGHT PIAN TOLERANCES FOR AIR DEFENSE IDENTIFICATION ZONES 

PURPOSE. To p r o v i d e recommended f l i g h t p l a n t o l e r a n c e s f o r o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h i n or i n t o A i r De fense I d e n t i f i c a t i o n Zones . 

2 . DISCUSSION. The a i r d e f e n s e o f t h e Uni ted S t a t e s r e q u i r e s maximum 
adherence to f l i g h t p l a n s . F a i l u r e t o adhere t o f l i g h t p l a n s may 
j e o p a r d i z e t h e e f f e c t i v e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f a i r c r a f t and t h e 
n a t i o n a l d e f e n s e e f f o r t . 

F l i g h t s which are o p e r a t e d i n e x c e s s o f t h e recommended t i m e , d i s t a n c e , 
and a l t i t u d e t o l e r a n c e s may be i n t e r c e p t e d t o conf irm i d e n t i t y . Adher­
ence t o t h e s e t o l e r a n c e s w i l l m a t e r i a l l y a s s i s t the n a t i o n a l d e f e n s e 
e f f o r t by e l i m i n a t i n g u n n e c e s s a r y i n t e r c e p t i o n s . 

3 . TOLERANCES. 

a . F i v e minutes from an e s t i m a t e d t ime over a r e p o r t i n g p o i n t 
o r p o i n t o f p e n e t r a t i o n o f an ADIZ; o r , i n t h e c a s e of a 
f l i g h t o r i g i n a t i n g w i t h i n an ADIZ, f i v e minutes from the 
proposed t ime o f depar ture s p e c i f i e d i n the f l i g h t p l a n , 
u n l e s s t h e a c t u a l t ime o f depar ture i s r e p o r t e d to t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e a e r o n a u t i c a l f a c i l i t y . 

b . Ten n a u t i c a l m i l e s from t h e c e n t e r - l i n e o f the r o u t e o f f l i g h t 
i f t h e f l i g h t I s e n t e r i n g or o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n a domest ic ADIZ; 
or , 20 n a u t i c a l m i l e s from the c e n t e r - l i n e o f t h e r o u t e of f l i g h t 
I f t h e f l i g h t i s e n t e r i n g or o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n a c o a s t a l ADI2 
o r DEUIZ. 
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c . When on a DVFR f l i g h t p l a n o r when ZFR In u n c o n t r o l l e d a i r s p a c e 
d e s c e n t may be i n i t i a t e d from t h e a l t i t u d e s p e c i f i e d i n t h e 
f l i g h t p l a n w i t h i n a r e a s o n a b l e d i s t a n c e o f d e s t i n a t i o n w i t h o u t 
r e p o r t i n g a change o f a l t i t u d e . 
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