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! • PURPOSE. This adv i sory c i r c u l a r e x p l a i n s FAA procedures for handl ing f l i g h t 
p lans and emphasizes the need for c a n c e l l i n g or c l o s i n g f l i g h t p l a n s . 

2 . CANCELLATION. AC 91 .83 -1A i s c a n c e l l e d . 

3» BACKGROUND. Thousand of d o l l a r s in n e e d l e s s expense i s borne by the Federa l 
Government each year due to f a i l u r e of some p i l o t s t o c l o s e or c a n c e l t h e i r f l i g h t 
p l a n s . S e c t i o n 9 1 . 8 3 (d ) of the Federa l A v i a t i o n R e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r e s tha t when a 
f l i g h t plan has been a c t i v a t e d , the p i l o t in command upon c a n c e l l i n g or complet ing 
the f l i g h t under the f l i g h t p lan s h a l l n o t i f y an FAA F l i g h t S e r v i c e S t a t i o n (FSS) 
or Air T r a f f i c Control F a c i l i t y . Control towers do not a u t o m a t i c a l l y c l o s e VFR or 
DVFR f l i g h t p lans s i n c e they may not be aware that a p a r t i c u l a r f l i g h t i s on a 
f l i g h t p l a n . 

4 . VFR FLIGHT PLANS. 

a . A VFR f l i g h t p lan may be f i l e d w i t h any FSS r e g a r d l e s s of departure p o i n t . 
I t w i l l be h e l d by the FSS u n t i l one hour a f t e r the proposed departure time and 
then c a n c e l l e d u n l e s s : 

( 3 ) At the time of f i l i n g the FSS i s informed t h a t the proposed departure 
time w i l l be met , but a c t u a l departure time cannot be reported because of i n a d e ­
quate communications c a p a b i l i t y . 

b . Once a departure report i s r e c i e v e d , the f l i g h t p lan i s a c t i v a t e d . An 
a i r c r a f t on an a c t i v a t e d VFR or DVFR f l i g h t p lan i s cons idered overdue when 
communications cannot be e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h i t and i t f a i l s t o a r r i v e 30 minutes 

( 1 ) A departure report i s r e c e i v e d . 

( 2 ) A r e v i s e d proposed departure time i s r e c e i v e d . 
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a f t e r i t s e s t i m a t e d t ime o f a r r i v a l . Th i s t r i g g e r s the f o l l o w i n g a c t i o n s : 

( 1 ) The d e s t i n a t i o n FSS a t t empts to l o c a t e the a i r c r a f t by check ing with 
a l l adjacent a i r p o r t s and with a p p r o p r i a t e towers and Air Route T r a f f i c Control 
Center (ARTCC) s e c t o r s . 

( 2 ) I f t h i s communications search does not l o c a t e the a i r c r a f t , the depar ­
ture s t a t i o n i s n o t i f i e d and conducts a l o c a l check for any i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
a i r c r a f t . 

(3 ) I f the above checks produce n e g a t i v e r e s u l t s or i f the a i r c r a f t i s not 
l o c a t e d w i t h i n 1 hour a f t e r i t s e s t i m a t e d time of a r r i v a l , an in format ion reques t 
(INREQ) message i s s ent to the departure s t a t i o n to the Rescue Coord inat ion Center 
(RCC), and to F S S ' s , t o w e r s , and ARTCC's a long t h e f i l e d r o u t e of f l i g h t . R e c i p i e n t s 
are required to seek in format ion about the a i r c r a f t by check ing f a c i l i t y records and 
by checking a p p r o p r i a t e a i r p o r t s a long t h e proposed route of f l i g h t . 

( 4 ) I f r e p l i e s to the INREQ have been n e g a t i v e or i f the a i r c r a f t has not 
been l o c a t e d w i t h i n 2 hours a f t e r i t s e s t i m a t e d t ime of a r r i v a l , the d e s t i n a t i o n 
FSS t r a n s m i t s an a l e r t n o t i c e (ALNOT) message to a l l FAA f a c i l i t i e s in the search 
area and to the RCC. I f deemed n e c e s s a r y , the s earch area i s expanded to the maxi ­
mum range of the a i r c r a f t . An ALNOT t r i g g e r s an extended s e a r c h . I f n e c e s s a r y , 
a s s i s t a n c e of law enforcement a g e n c i e s i s o b t a i n e d . 

(5 ) I f the extended communications search f a i l s t o l o c a t e the a i r c r a f t 
or i f 1 hour has e l a p s e d s i n c e ALNOT t r a n s m i s s i o n , whichever occurs f i r s t , r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y for f u r t h e r s e a r c h i s t r a n s f e r r e d t o the RCC. The RCC then conducts the 
a c t u a l a i r and s u r f a c e s e a r c h e s u s i n g a i r c r a f t and p i l o t s of m i l i t a r y u n i t s and the 
C i v i l Air P a t r o l , as w e l l as personne l of law enforcement a g e n c i e s , e t c . Each hour 
that the search c o n t i n u e s e n t a i l s a c o s t l y o u t l a y of men and equipment . 

5 . IFR FLIGHT PLANS. 

a. An IFR f l i g h t p lan may be c a n c e l l e d at any t ime the f l i g h t i s o p e r a t i n g i n 
VFR c o n d i t i o n s o u t s i d e p o s i t i v e c o n t r o l l e d a i r s p a c e by the p i l o t s t a t i n g "CANCEL MY 
IFR FLIGHT PLAN" t o the f a c i l i t y wi th which he i s communicat ing. Immediately a f t e r 
c a n c e l l i n g an IFR f l i g h t p l a n , a p i l o t should take n e c e s s a r y a c t i o n to change to the 
a p p r o p r i a t e a i r / g r o u n d frequency , VFR transponder c o d e , and VFR a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t 
l e v e l . ATC s e p a r a t i o n and in format ion s e r v i c e s w i l l be d i s c o n t i n u e d , i n c l u d i n g 
radar s e r v i c e s where a p p l i c a b l e . Consequent ly , i f the c a n c e l l i n g f l i g h t d e s i r e s 
VFR radar a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e , the p i l o t must s p e c i f i c a l l y r e q u e s t i t . In a d d i t i o n , 
p i l o t s must be aware that o ther procedures may be a p p l i c a b l e to a f l i g h t that 
c a n c e l s an IFR f l i g h t p lan w i t h i n an area where a s p e c i a l program has been 
e s t a b l i s h e d ; e . g . , a d e s i g n a t e d Terminal Radar S e r v i c e Area or Terminal Control 
Area. 
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b . I f a DVFR f l i g h t p lan requirement e x i s t s , t h e p i l o t i s r e s p o n s i b l e for 
f i l i n g t h i s f l i g h t plan to r e p l a c e the c a n c e l l e d IFR f l i g h t p l a n . I f a s u b s e ­
quent IFR o p e r a t i o n becomes n e c e s s a r y , a new IFR f l i g h t p lan must be f i l e d and an 
ATC c l e a r a n c e obta ined b e f o r e o p e r a t i n g i n IFR c o n d i t i o n s . 

c . I f o p e r a t i n g on an IFR f l i g h t p lan t o an a i r p o r t w i t h a f u n c t i o n i n g c o n t r o l 
tower , the f l i g h t plan i s a u t o m a t i c a l l y c l o s e d upon l a n d i n g . 

d. I f o p e r a t i n g on an IFR f l i g h t p l a n to an a i r p o r t where t h e r e i s no f u n c t i o n ­
ing c o n t r o l tower , the p i l o t must c l o s e the f l i g h t p l a n . This can be done a f t e r 
landing i f there i s a f u n c t i o n i n g FSS or o t h e r means of d i r e c t communications wi th 
ATC. In the event there i s no FSS and a i r / g r o u n d communications w i t h ATC i s not 
p o s s i b l e below a c e r t a i n a l t i t u d e , the p i l o t s h o u l d , weather c o n d i t i o n s p e r m i t t i n g , 
c a n c e l h i s f l i g h t p lan w h i l e s t i l l a i rborne and a b l e to communicate by r a d i o . This 
w i l l not only save the time and expense of c l o s i n g the f l i g h t p lan by t e l e p h o n e but 
w i l l q u i c k l y r e l e a s e the a i r s p a c e for use by o t h e r a i r c r a f t . 

e . I f o p e r a t i n g from an a i r p o r t not served by d i r e c t ATC communicat ions, the 
p i l o t may r e c e i v e a c l e a r a n c e c o n t a i n i n g a p r o v i s i o n that i f the f l i g h t has not 
departed by a s p e c i f i e d t ime the c l e a r a n c e i s v o i d . In t h i s s i t u a t i o n , the p i l o t 
who does not depart p r i o r to the vo id t ime must a d v i s e ATC whether he w i shes 
another ATC c l e a r a n c e or w i s h e s to c a n c e l h i s f l i g h t p l a n . 

6 . SANCTION. The procedures d e s c r i b e d above were deve loped t o prov ide a l l 
p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e to p i l o t s . When overdue procedures must be implemented due 
to f a i l u r e of a p i l o t , through c a r e l e s s n e s s , t o c l o s e or c a n c e l h i s f l i g h t p l a n , 
the many man-hours and l a r g e amount of money expended are w a s t e d . P i l o t s are 
reminded t h a t f a i l u r e to c a n c e l or c l o s e t h e i r f l i g h t p lan i s a v i o l a t i o n of 
S e c t i o n 9 1 . 8 3 of the Federa l A v i a t i o n R e g u l a t i o n s . 

7 . RECOMMENDED ACTION. A l l p i l o t s should remember t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to c l o s e 
or c a n c e l t h e i r f l i g h t p l a n s . When on a VFR f l i g h t p lan and a 30-minute change in 
e s t i m a t e d t ime en route o c c u r s , the p i l o t should c o n t a c t an FSS and extend h i s time 
en r o u t e . The procedure i s not d i f f i c u l t s i n c e an FSS i s as c l o s e as the a i r c r a f t 
r a d i o or a t e l e p h o n e . P i l o t s are a l s o encouraged t o make r o u t i n e VFR p o s i t i o n 
r e p o r t s en route* Extra a t t e n t i o n to t h i s mat ter w i l l b e t t e r enable search and 
r e s c u e procedures to be u t i l i z e d for the purpose for which they were developed and 
w i l l r e s u l t in a c o n s i d e r a b l e s a v i n g of money. 

R. J . Van Vuren 
D i r e c t o r , A ir T r a f f i c S e r v i c e 
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