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APPROACH PROCEDURES 

1. PURPOSE. T h i s c i r c u l a r e x p l a i n s r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h e use o f a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g 
s o u r c e s u s e d i n t h e d e s i g n and a p p r o v a l o f i n s t r u m e n t a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e s . 

2 . RELATED READING M A T E R I A L . I n f o r m a t i o n on a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g e q u i p m e n t may be 
f o u n d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g a d v i s o r y c i r c u l a r s : 

a . AC 9 1 - 1 4 D , A l t i m e t e r S e t t i n g S o u r c e s . 

b . AC 9 1 - 5 4 , A u t o m a t i c R e p o r t i n g S y s t e m s — A l t i m e t e r S e t t i n g and O t h e r O p e r a ­
t i o n a l D a t a . 

3 . BACKGROUND. 

a . T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s S t a n d a r d f o r T e r m i n a l I n s t r u m e n t P r o c e d u r e s r e q u i r e s 
an a d j u s t m e n t ( p e n a l t y ) i n minimum d e s c e n t a l t i t u d e (MDA) o r d e c i s i o n h e i g h t (DH) 
f o r i n s t r u m e n t a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e s w h e r e t h e a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g s o u r c e used i n t h e 
p r o c e d u r e i s more t h a n b NM f r o m t h e a i r p o r t . 

(1) T h i s p e n a l t y i s e i t h e r i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e p r o c e d u r e d e s i g n o r may 
r e q u i r e a d j u s t i n g t h e MDA o r DH w h e n s p e c i f i c a l l y s t a t e d on t h e i n s t r u m e n t 
a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e . 

(2) A l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g s o u r c e s b e y o n d 5 NM a r e no t p e r m i t t e d w h e r e p r e ­
c i p i t o u s t e r r a i n o r n o n h o m o g e n e o u s w e a t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e 
FAA t o e x i s t b e t w e e n t h e a i r p o r t and t h e a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g s o u r c e . 

b . S i n c e 1978, some e x c e p t i o n s t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f p a r a g r a p h 3 a ( 2 ) h a v e 
been a p p r o v e d p e n d i n g t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a u t o m a t e d a l t i m e t e r r e p o r t i n g d e v i c e s . 
In 1979, A C - 9 1 - 5 4 p r o v i d e d s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a u t o m a t i c a l t i m e t e r r e p o r t i n g s y s ­
t e m s . A t l e a s t t h r e e m a n u f a c t u r e r s now h a v e s i m i l a r e q u i p m e n t a v a i l a b l e and i n ­
s t a l l e d at numerous l o c a t i o n s . 

4 . D I S C U S S I O N . T h e use o f r e m o t e a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g s o u r c e s p a r t i c u l a r l y i n p r e ­
c i p i t o u s t e r r a i n and nonhomogeneous w e a t h e r s i t u a t i o n s has l o n g been a c o n c e r n i n 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a p p r o a c h m i n i m u m s . F a c t o r s such as t e m p e r a t u r e , e l e v a t i o n , 
and a t m o s p h e r i c p r e s s u r e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g s o u r c e and an 
a i r c r a f t can a f f e c t t h e t r u e mean sea l e v e l (MSL) a l t i t u d e o f t h e a i r c r a f t . 
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5. A C T I O N . T h e FAA has c e a s e d a u t h o r i z i n g e x c e p t i o n ' s t o t h e s V r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
E x i s t i n g a u t h o r i z e d e x c e p t i o n s w i l l c o n t i n u e u n t i l l o c a l a l t i m e t e r s o u r c e s h a v e 
been p r o v i d e d o r u n t i l J a n u a r y 1, 1987. A l l r e m a i n i n g such a u t h o r i z a t i o n s w i l l 
t h e n be w i t h d r a w n . S p o n s o r s o r o p e r a t o r s s h o u l d a r r a n g e f o r a l o c a l a l t i m e t e r 
s e t t i n g s o u r c e f o r each a f f e c t e d i n s t r u m e n t a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e t h e y d e s i r e t o 
r e t a i n . 

6 * GUIDANCE. T h e F l i g h t S t a n d a r d s D i v i s i o n o f t h e FAA R e g i o n a l O f f i c e s e r v i n g 
e a c h a i r p o r t can a d v i s e w h e t h e r t h a t a i r p o r t ' s i n s t r u m e n t a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e s 
w i l l be a f f e c t e d , and can a r r a n g e f o r g u i d a n c e on i n s t a l l a t i o n and use o f a u t o ­
m a t i c o r manual a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g e q u i p m e n t . 

R o w f t L . G o o d r i c h , i ) i r e c t o r c a > ^ i < s > - w 
A v i a t i o n S t a n d a r d s N a t i o n a l F i e l d O f f i c e 
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News: 
U.S. D e p a r t m e n t of 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

F O R R E L E A S E F R I D A Y 
October 30, 1987 

F A A 34-87 
Contac t : F red Farrar 
T e l . : (202) 2 6 7 - 3 W 

F A A A N N O U N C E S A B O L I S H M E N T 
O F A D V I S O R Y C I R C U L A R 91-64 

F A A Admin is t ra tor Al lan McAr to r announced today the agency is cancell ing an 

action that could have made up to 160 airports unavai lable for use under certain 

weather condit ions. 

F A A cancel led an Adv i so ry Ci rcu lar that could have led to the abolit ion of 
instrument approaches at airports in "areas of precipitous ter ra in. " It means that 
during bad weather conditions call ing for instrument approaches, these airports wil l 
continue to be accessible to pr ivate and commerc ia l a i rcraf t . 

T h e a f fec ted airports get meteorological informat ion for a l t imeter settings from 
a source more than f ive nautical miles a w a y . It init ial ly had been thought that 
di f ferences in temperature , e levat ion and atmospher ic pressure between the remote 
a l t imeter sett ing source and the airport could cause a pilot to have an erroneous 
a l t imeter reading during approach for landing, when correct alt i tude informat ion is 
cr i t ica l . 

McAr to r said the agency cur rent ly is studying the accuracy of remote alt imeter 
sett ing data at airports that lack on-si te capabi l i ty but noted that the investigation is 
not expected to be completed before November 1988. In the in ter im, he added, it would 
be unfair to prolong the uncertainty on the part of the people who operate and use the 
a f fec ted a i rpor ts . 

Accord ing ly , McAr to r ordered cancel lat ion of F A A Adv iso ry Circular A C 91-64, 
"Use of R e m o t e A l t imeter Settings in Instrument Approach Procedures," dated Apri l 23, 

Ini t ia l ly, the ban on the use of remote a l t imeter setting sources was to take 
e f fec t J a n . 1, 1987, but this was subsequently postponed until J a n . 1, 1988, at the 
request of the A i rc ra f t Owners and Pilots Associat ion ( A O P A ) and other general 
av ia t ion groups. A O P A contended that F A A had not demonstrated that these 
procedures compromised safe ty . 

Pending complet ion of its s tudy, F A A wi l l take no act ion to abolish any of the 
instrument approaches at the af fected ai rports. 

1985. 

// // // // 
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action that could have made up to 160 airports unavai lable for use under certain 

weather condit ions. 

F A A cancelled an Adv i so ry Ci rcu lar that could have led to the aboli t ion of 
instrument approaches at airports in "areas of precipitous ter ra in. " It means that 
during bad weather condit ions call ing for instrument approaches, these airports wi l l 
continue to be accessible to pr ivate and commerc ia l a i rcraf t . 

The af fected airports get meteorological in format ion for a l t imeter settings from 
a source more than f ive nautical miles a w a y . It ini t ial ly had been thought that 
dif ferences in temperature, e levat ion and atmospher ic pressure between the remote 
al t imeter setting source and the airport could cause a pilot to have an erroneous 
al t imeter reading during approach for landing, when correct alt i tude informat ion is 
cr i t ical . 

McAr to r said the agency cur rent ly is studying the accuracy of remote a l t imeter 
setting data at airports that lack on-si te capabi l i ty but noted that the invest igat ion is 
not expected to be completed before November 1988. In the in te r im, he added, it would 
be unfair to prolong the uncertainty on the part of the people who operate and use the 
af fected airports. 

Accord ing ly , McAr to r ordered cancel lat ion of F A A Adv i so ry Circular A C 91-64, 
"Use of Remote A l t imeter Settings in Instrument Approach Procedures," dated Apr i l 23, 
1985. 

Ini t ial ly, the ban on the use of remote a l t imeter sett ing sources was to take 
ef fect 3an. 1, 1987, but this was subsequently postponed unti l J a n . I, 1988, at the 
request of the A i rc ra f t Owners and Pilots Associat ion ( A O P A ) and other general 
aviat ion groups. A O P A contended that F A A had not demonstrated that these 
procedures compromised safe ty . 

Pending complet ion of its s tudy, F A A wi l l take no act ion to abolish any of the 
instrument approaches at the af fected ai rports. 
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