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Current Situation
Florida has long been a popular destination for older Americans, many of whom settle in the state, 
giving Florida the largest percentage of residents over 65 years of age of any U.S. state.  As we age, 
our abilities such as visual acuity, hearing, or reaction time can change and impact our safe driving 
skills. The Florida Department of Transportation has a dedicated program to address the safety and 
mobility needs of this important and growing sector of Florida’s population. FDOT’s Safe Mobility 
for Life Program in partnership with the Pepper Institute on Aging and Public Policy at Florida State 
University formed the statewide Safe Mobility for Life Coalition (SMFLC). SMFLC  brings together a 
variety of organizations such as AARP Florida, the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles, the Florida Department of Elder Affairs, plus representation from stakeholders including law 
enforcement, aging service providers and health care. Working together, they discuss and develop 
a variety of resources to improve the safety, access, and 
mobility needs of Florida’s aging road users. 
Older Floridians are a diverse group and, in order to guide 
the development of educational materials and resources, it is 
important to understand their attitudes and opinions about 
transportation issues. 
Research Objectives
Florida State University researchers conducted a statewide 
online survey of Floridians aged 50 and older. The 2020–2021 
Safe Mobility for Life Survey was a follow-up to, and 
extension of, a 2017 survey.
Project Activities
The goal of the survey was to help identify transportation issues faced by older Floridians and guide 
the SMFLC in developing strategies and resources to address these issues. Behaviors and attitudes of 
interest included use of various transportation options, planning for retirement from driving, self-
assessment of driving behavior, and others. The survey was updated based on a literature review. For 
example, the 2017 survey had only one question on self-assessed driving ability, while the 2020-2021 
survey included 17 questions on this topic.
The survey was conducted for four months beginning with a kick-off during Older Driver Safety 
Awareness Week in early December 2021. The survey was also promoted through emails to SMFLC 
members, on the SMFLC website, and in other communications likely to reach older Floridians. 
Most respondents were located near Florida’s capital in Leon County and in surrounding counties. 
Additional efforts to engage participants throughout Florida resulted in a more evenly distributed 
final sample of 4,275 participants.
Most respondents reported ease getting where they need or want to go and that driving was, by 
far, their primary transportation mode, followed by walking and getting rides from family. Most 
respondents viewed driving as central to maintaining their independence and social connections and 
felt it would be difficult to get around if they could no longer drive. However, few respondents had 
planned for such a time. 
Respondents tended to rate their driving ability favorably, except at night. Many respondents 
reported high levels of hurricane preparedness, and few respondents had used SMFLC resources. The 
results show the need to promote planning for retirement from driving, knowledge of alternative 
transportation options, improvements that would make using different modes more appealing, 
addressing gaps in hurricane preparedness, and awareness of SMFLC.
Project Benefits
Understanding the attitudes of older adults can help focus the development and distribution of 
resources and materials to address improve their safety and mobility needs as they use Florida’s 
roadways.
For more information, please see www.fdot.gov/research/.

Driving is important to older Floridians, but 
changes to abilities can put us at risk as we 
age.

Project Number
BDV30-977-32

Project Managers
Gail M. Holley
FDOT Traffic Engineering and 
Operations Office

Principal Investigator
Anne Barrett
Florida State University 

September 2022




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Transportation-Related Behaviors and Attitudes_Summary_202209_REM.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Nellie Kamau, Catalog Librarian, Nellie.kamau.ctr@dot.gov


		Organization: 

		DOT, NTL





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
