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and security. 

On behalf of Secretory Mineta, I offer my congratulations to the winners of 

the 2002 Excellence in Highway Design competition. The Federal Highway 

Administration hos sponsored o design competition in one form or another 

since 1968, and the winners this year ore among the best we have seen. 

Today, many highway agencies ore turning toward a design approach 

known as Context Sensitive Solutions or Context Sensitive Design . This 

approach seeks to involve oil parties affected by a highway project as 

early os possible in the planning and design process. The goal is to create 

a design that will be well suited to the unique context surrounding the 

highway project. Such a design will strike the right balance to meet a 

whole range of transportation-related community needs: safety, mobility, 

environmental enhancement, economic productivity, accessibility, aesthetics, 

As I look at the general criteria for the Excellence in Highway Design Awards, I recog

nize that the best designs, the most creative and innovative designs, share the philoso

phy behind the Context Sensitive Solutions approach . Excellent designs are those thot 

solve the specific problems of a specific context and deliver a range of benefits to the 

community in one harmonious, aesthetically pleasing package. 

At the Federal Highway Administration, we ore focusing on three core areas within our 

strategic goals, what we coll our Vital Few-safety, environmental stewardship, and 

congestion mitigation. The crucial importance of highway design to fulfill our mission 

and reach our goals is illustrated by the winning entries showcased in this publication. 

Improving safety and enhancing the environment are cornerstones of many of the win

ning designs. And increasing mobility ond reducing congestion is an essential element 

of many of the designs. 

As the demands on our highway system become increasingly complex, the need for 

innovative and sensitive design solutions will grow as well. The winners of the 2002 

Excellence in Highway Design competition give us great examples of improving safety, 

relieving congestion and protecting the environment. Again , Secretary Mineta and I 

congratulate all the winners for their outstanding contributions and their well deserved 

awards. 

77?~?.~ 
Mary E. Peters 
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A N O T E 0 F APPRECI 

The FHWA Office of Infrastructure 

is responsible for managing The 

Excellence in Highway Design 

Biennial Awards Program, but 

the success of the program 

depends on the support provided 

by the FHWA Office of 

Information and Management 

Services. We thank them, espe-

cially Mr. Richard Coleman, for 

their efforts in producing the 

entry forms, displaying the com-

petition entries for the judging, 

and designing and producing 

CDs and printed publications. 



The Excellence in Highway Design Biennial Awards Program is bock! In 2000 the 

Biennial Awards were incorporated into the Design for Transportation Notional Awards, 

o brooder program that covered oil modes of transportation. The highway community 

tokes great pride in creating o wide range of innovative designs lo meet o myriad of 

user needs. The many different types of highway-related facilities and the design solu

tions they provide certainly justify on awards program focused only on highways. Thus, 
the Biennial Awards ore bock, highlighting the best in highway design from bridges and 

highways to pedestrian/bicycle facilities, and from Intelligent Transportation Systems to 

historic preservation. 

The purpose of the Awards is to recognize the superior efforts and achievements of pub
lic agencies and private organizations in designing highway-related facilities that pro· 

vide safety and mobility while being sensitive to the human and natural environment as 
well as contributing to a more pleasing highway experience. The 2002 Award winners 

include outstanding examples of highways, bridges, tunnel, roadside facilities, and other 

improvements that demonstrate what con be done when designers use their creativity to 

find context sensitive solutions that move traffic in o way that it is aesthetically pleasing 

and environmentally friendly, as well as safe and efficient. 

This publication, available in both printed and CD format, illustrates the winning entries 

in the 2002 Excellence in Highway Design Competition. Approximately 190 entries were 

received this year and covered o wide range of highway and highway-related projects. 

All of the entries represented the best in highway design. Our thanks to the panel of five 
judges who performed the difficult task of selecting the "best of the best." All five judges 
shared a passion for highways and a life-long dedication to highway quality, while eoch 

judge brought unique experience and insights lo the task. They hove selected outstand

ing projects in eoch of the nine categories. 

Our congratulations to the winners and all who participated in the 2002 Excellence in 
Highway Design Biennial Awards Program. Your dedication to providing the highest 

quality facilities to highway users is truly on inspiration. 

Dwight Horne 
Director, Office of Program Administration 

Donald R. Jackson 
Program Coordinator 

G H W A Y A D M N S T R A T 0 N 
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