
Keep America Moving 
Through Emergencies & 
Na#ona/SecurityEvents 

When disaster strikes, America's transportation system is its lifeline. 

The transportation system conveys those at risk away from danger, and 

provides1access to emergency response and recovery units. If your 

community is not actively planning to 

optimize the operation and coordination 

of its transportation system during 

natural disasters or national security 

events, there's q, missing link in your 
' ,, 

emergency preparedness plans. 



Transpollation Systems Are America~. 
Safe, continuous movement 
of people and goods 
during emergencies depends on 

well~coordinated operations plans 

and policies. The full capability 

of the transportation system must 

be harnessed and optimized. Where 

they are available, Intelligent Trans­

portation Systems (ITS} can be an 

enormous benefit, particularly when 

they are integrated with the infor­

mation and communication systems 

of local public safety agencies. 

Before an Incident 

■ Transportation and other emers 

gency response agencies need 

to interact regularlyin preparing 

emergency plans, and they need 

to practice joint response activities 
. . 
m exercises. 

. ■ Transportation agencies need 

to prepare for their emergency 

response roles, and they need to 

be prepared to deliver their full 

disaster response capabilities. 

Other responders need to have a 

full understanding of transpor­

tation's role and capabilities. 



~ifeline 
l 
1 
.l Outing and After 

' . i 

a11 Emergency 
■ .·Transportation agencies must be 

. full and equa,l partners with other 
e:rnergency responders ... 

♦ at the incident scene; 
♦ in.the Transportation Manage­

ment Center; and 
♦ at the Emergency Operations 

Center. 

What. is FHVVA :Oaing tp 
Ensure tra11sportt1tion 
Emergency Preparedness? 

The Federal Highwa)'Administra­

tion 's (FHWA's) O{fide of Operations 

is working to ensure that surface 

transportation agenci~s throughout 

the Nation have the nJcessary tools 

and techniques to prerlare for, pre­

vent, manage, and rect>v~r from both 

natural and man-made disasters; 

Partnering in this effott are other U.S. 
Devartment of'Ji'ransp~rtatfon (DOT) 
adniinistr~.tions, other;F ederal agen­

cies; State and local agencies, inqus­

tcy, and univers~ty research organiza­

tiqns. Objectives incM:le: 
. . ' 

■ Fosteri11~ public safety/ transpor­

.. tatiori ~gencyj partn~ships; 
■•···Epcouraging Jmproved inter­

agency CQ111.!l}unication; 

■ Providing be$t practice 
hif9rmation; i 

■ !Providing.education, ~wareness, 
·.&training progtam$; 

■ lRe~earclf& D,evelopment; 
•. lcobrdinating ,with DODtoensure 

that transportation system will 

support military deployments; and 

■ Advocating improved emergency­

preparedness planning to include 

transportation operations. 

Current FHWJ.I Public 
Safety &·Security .· .. 

I Projects ,andActi,itles 

■ Regtona[Emergency M~nagement 
Workshops; · · 

■ Cargo security field operntional 
tests; 

■ • Tele~ommunications vulnerability 
reduction; 

■ Em~rgency management case 
•stu<lies; 

■ · Blue, R,ibbon Panel on Bridge 

Sec111,tity; • 

■ Mili1!ary deployment table­
top e!xerdses; . 

■ Homeland Security Advisory 
System information for 

transportation agencies; 

■ National demonstrations of voice/ 

data / video integration; and 

■ Integr~tion of security into the 

National ITS Architecture. 

Planned FHWA Public 
Safety & Security 
Projects and Activities 

Emergency Ttansportatio11 
Planning 

FHWA's Ppblic Safety and Security 

Program is planning new programs, 

activities, and publications to help · 

your community's transportation. · 
agency plan for: 

■ New threats, including chemical, 

biological, and chemical weapons; 
■ Evacuation routes and alternate 

routes; 



■ Incorporation of the Homeland 

Security Advisory System into your 

emergency preparedness plans; 

■ Public information and media 

relations. during emergencies and 

natipnal security events; 

■ Coordination with other agencies; 

and 

■ Preparedness exercises. 

Operational Tools 
and Technologies 

F.HWA is planning to produce new 

tools, technologies, and training 

programs to help transportation 

agencies upgrade operational equip­

nient and procedures: 

■ Integration of ITS with State 
Emergency Operations Centers; 

■ Use of ITS to improve and 

support homeland security; 

■ Modeling emergency scenarios; 

■ Voice and data interoperability of 

transportation and public safety 

agencies; and 

■ Training transportation agency 

personnel in Incident Command 

System and Unified Command. 

Defense Preparedness 

FHWA is developing information 
and guidance to help your commu­
nity supp01t the Nation's military 
transportation needs here at home: 

■ Infom1ation on planning for 

support of movement ofmilitllry 

equipment and personnel on the 

highway system; 

■ Effective coordination among 

military, state, and local transpor­

tation agencies; and 

■ Effective mobilization plans. 




