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ROAD-USER AND PROPERTY TAXES ON SELECTED MOTOR VEHICLES, 1960 

Introduction 

As private industry must keep the relation 
of costs and sales prices under constant sur
veillance, so must public bodies continuously 

. endeavor to supply needed facilities and levy 
the burden of their costs equitably. Almost 
alo:n.e among public functions, highways are 
supported priinarily by the levy of direct 
charges on their users, and these charges are 
substantially in proportion to the amount of 
use. It was the purpose of this study to 
supply basic data on road-user. taxes as of 
January 1, 1960, and to show to the extent 
poasible the relation of road-user taxes to 
property t~xes levied on motor vehicles. In 
so doing, the study gives both direct measure
ment of the impact of the taxes on different 
vehicles, a:nd helps in placing these taxes in 
proper perspective. The objective was meas
urement of payments, and it is not intended 
to assess the merits of the taxes imposed on 
motor vehicles, nor to indicate support for or 
opposition to any tax policy. 

Some users of similar, earlier .studies have 
made the unwarranted assumptions that the 
vehicles were selected because they were typi
cal, or that the amounts and circumstances 
of their use were "average." It >is therefore 
emphasized at the outset that the vehicles 
and. operating factors in this study were se
lected to illustrate the types, ranges, and mag
nitudes of State road-user taxes. The ve
hicles are types in common use, but are not 
intended to be t.-Onsidered "average," and al
though the assumed amounts and conditions 
of their use are b.- Ueved to be well within 
reasonable expectarn,y for such vehicles, they 
are not intended to he averages. 

It appears probi;ble that there will be more 
than 100 million vehicles in use by 1975, if 
highway capacity can be expanded to meet 
traffic needs increasing commensurately with 
th0 normal growth of the economy. The 
,,r,NtcY necessary to do this will come prima
l"ll)" .from. direct taxes on highway users, and 
it may be anticipated that road-user taxes and 
their application will remain under constant 
surveillance as to the adequacy of yield, as 
well as to their equitability among types of 
vehicles, geographical areas, and industries, 
and their effect on highway transportation in 
relation to ·other means of transportation. 

R.oad-user tax revenues do, of course, in
crease in almost direct proportion to the num
bers of vehicles and the amount of vehicle 
use. There are two factors affecting high
way financing, however, that are often over
looked. The first of these concerns the quality 
of the highway itself. The highway user of 
today demands roads that are safer and 
smoother; that permit higher speeds with 

fewer interruptions than was the case when 
the simple construction of an all-weather 
road was tile principal need. The user wants 
roads that transport him quickly and com
fortably, and that take his products to market 
nr supply his warehouses with minimum de
lay. The problem, therefore, is not only to 
sup{)ly highways for a rapidly increasing 
number of vehicles; it is to supply better, and 
consequently more expensive, highways. 

The second factor concerns the tax rates. 
'.rhe highway administrator must strive to 
meet the demand for better highways with 
revenues from taxes that are at fixed rates
so much per gallon of fuel, so much per ve
hicle unit registration. The family sedan that 
cost $800 about 20 years ago now costs four 
times that much. ( Of course, the new one is 
a better car.) The motor-fuel tax rate has 
not fared so well. The average State tax 
rate had increased from 4.0 cents per gallon 
in 1940 to 5.9 cents per gallon in 1959, but 
the 5.9-cent rate of 1959 was worth only 2.8 
cents in terms of 1940 purchasing power. If 
the 1940 rate of 4.0 cents per gallon had been 
increased in keeping with the Department of 
Labor's "cost-of-living" index, the tax rate 
would now be 8.4 cents per gallon. 

There will probably never be a single, final 
solution to these problems. The data in this 
study are presented, not with the thought that 
they will bring al>out a "solution" ·of highway 
taxation problems satisfactory to proponents 
of differing taxation or highway policies,but 
because effective work in tax theory and ap
plication requires measurement of the 
amounts already being collected under exist
ing tax rates. This study is intended to meet 
that need, and since the search fo.r revenue 
must give full consideration to the present 
burden of all direct taxes, the· study includes 
the impact of property taxes on the vehicle 
owner. 

Background of Study 

The principal current State road-user reve
nues are derived from the gasoline tax and 
from registration fees on motor vehicles, but 
in some States a relatively low gasoline tax 
is accompanied by above-average registration 
fees ; in others, high gasoline taxes are ac
companied by low registration fees. In 
Louisiana, as the study shows, a medium 
weight automobile could be registered for $3 
and the gasoline tax rate was 7 cents ; in 
New Jersey it cost $15 ·to register the same 
automobile, but the gasoline tax was 5 cents. 
Assuming average travel, the result is that 
total road-user taxes on an automobile were 
about the same in the two States. 

It is the purpose of this study to provide 
data that make it possible to compare the 

total of direct State road-user taxes and all 
personal-property taxes on motor :vehicles, as 
well as the yields from the individual levies. 
Data presented here make possible direct 
measurement of existing taxes so that com
parisons can be made between vehicles, be
tween States, and between different types of 
service. This is done by sho•wing the amounts 
of State road-user taxes and all direct per
sonal-property taxes that would be paid in 
each State during one full year at rates in 
effect January 1, 1900, for each of a ·group of 
vehicles that represent significant points in 
the tax range. 

This study is similar in many respects to its 
predecessors.' The similarity of subject mat
ter and the method of presentation should 
be advantageous to. those who have used the 
earlier studies and will use this one. It 
should be noted that the vehicles selected for 
study differ in some cases from those used in 
the earlier studies. This reflects recognition 
of changing legislation go•verning vehicle 
registration classifications and weights. which 
in· itself mirrors changing design and usage 
of motor vehicles. 

T11e methods used and assumptions made 
in deriving the values presented should be 
studied carefully in order to a void misunder
standings. It should not be assumed that the 
taxes presented in this study were the actual 
amounts paid on. any vehicle to a single State. 
The precise annual amounts shown in the data 
would be paid on any actual vehicle only by 
coincidence, and this is particularly true for 
the large commercial vehicles. 

Consideration was given to reporting tax 
payments on the basis of ton-miles or vehicle
:tniles, but this would have gone substantially 
beyond the limited objectives of the present 
study. Furthermore, showing the annual 
taxes for selected vehicles has the following 
advantages: Such .amounts a1·e more readily 
understood •by the interested layman ; many 
of the taxes and fees are levied nn an annual 
basis ; and using the same assumptions, the 
relative positions of the States are the same 
on either an annual o•r a vehicle~mile basis. 

It is worth noting that the Bureau of Public 
Roads, pursuant to section 210 of the High
way Revenue Act of 1956, is to report to the 
Congress in January 1961 the results of an 
extensive highway cost allocation study, which 

1 Road-u8er and property tawe,• o·n selected motor 
i,ehicles, 1956, by E. M. Cope and L. L. Liston, 
PUBLIC RoJ.os, vol 29, No. 3, Aug. 1956; Road• 
user and property ta.wes on selected motor vehioles, 
1953, by El. M. Cope and R. w. Meadows, PUBLIC 
Ro,ms, 'l'ol. 27, ~o. 7, Apr. 1053; and Ii/fate 1·oad
user a-nd personal-property ta.wes on selected motor 
vehicles, 1950, by R. W. Meadows and S. I!'. Bielak, 
PUBLIC Ro.ms, vol. 26, No. 2, ;Tune 1950. 



will cover in detail the various aspects of 
highway-user tax philosophy and application. 

Although there should be no difference be
tween. the relative positions of the States 
when comparing their vehicle taxes on an 
annual basis or comparing them on a vehicle" 
mile basis, the annual mileage assumed for the 
purpose of making the comparison can be im
portant. If the annllill mileage assumed is 
too low, States with relatively large license 
or other annual fees, but no mileage taxes, 
are placed in an unfavorable light in com
parison with other States that have lower 
annual fees but do,impose mileage taxes. On 
the other hand, if the assumed mileages are 
too g1•eat, the States with mileage taxes are 
placed in an unfavorable light when com
pared with those that depend principally upon 
high annual fees for the taxation of heavy 
vehicles. 

The Typical Vehicles 

The bases for registering motor vehicles 
vary considerably among the States. As 
shown in table 1, the most common basis for 
registering passenger cars was the flat fee 
with no regard for other factors. Mississippi, 
in contrast, determined the levy by compound
ing a fixed fee and factors based on horse
power, gross weight, and vehicle age. The 
different S.tate bases for passenger-car regis
tration are geographically shown in figure 1, 
and those for trucks are given in figure 2. 
State gasoline-tax rates are presented in figure 
3, and the States in wh'ich motor vehicles 
were taxed as personal property are shown 
in figure 4. (Figs. 1-4 appear on p. 4.) 

Thirteen vehicles were selected to demon
strate the range and magnitude of State taxes 
on motor vehicles : Three passenger cars, four 
single-unit trucks, and six combinations. 
Their relative sizes and axle arrangement.s 
are shown in silhouette on the inside front 
cover. Descriptions of the vehicles follow : 

FLAT FEE 

FLAT FEE ONLY: WEIGHT GROUPS: 
Alabama Delaware 
Alaska Florida 
Arizona Maryland 
California MontBJ1a 
Connecticut New Jersey 
Kentucky North Carolina 
Louisiana Tennessee 
Nebraska Texas 

Passenger cars: 

No. 1.-A small impqrted four-passenger 
sedan. 

No. 2.-A mediumweight oodan, typified by 
the "big three." 

No. 3.-A heavy sedan. 

Single-unit trucks: 

No. 4.-A pickup trnck registered for 5,000 
pounds gross weight .(commonly called a "1/2-
ton" truck). 

No. 5.-A stake truck registered for 15,000 
pounds gross weight (commonly called a "11/2-
ton" truck) . 

No. 6.-A van truck registered for 19,000 
pounds gross weight ( commonly called a "2¾ -
ton" truck). 

No. 7.-A tandem-axle dump truck regis
tered for 40,000 pounds gross weight, of the 
type used for hauling coal, excavation dirt, 
and building materials. 

Oom.binations: 
No. 8.-A three-axle tractor-semitraile1· 

registered for 40,000 pounds gross weight, 
chosen so that it falls within the maximum 
length and weight limits of all States. 

No. 9.-A four-axle tractor-semitrailer 
( tandem axles on the semitrailer) , gasoline
powered, and registered for 55,000 pounds 
gross weight (No. 10 is the same vehicle, -but 
with diesel power) . 

No. 10.-A four-axle trador-semitrailer 
(tandem axles on the semitrailer), diesel
powered, and registered for 55,000 pounds 
gross weight (No. 9 is the same vehicle, but 
with gasoline power). 

No. 11.-A five-axle tractor-semitrailer 
( tandem axles on both units), diesel-powered, 
and registered for 62,000 pounds gross weight. 

No. 12.-A five-axle tractor-semitraler 
( tandem axles on both units), diesel-powered, 
and registered for 72,000 pounds gross weight. 

No. 13.-A five-axle combination composed 
of a two-axle, ca:b-over-engine, diesel-powered 

tractor-truck, single-axle semitrailer, and a 
two-axle full trailer ; registered for 76,000 
pounds gross weight. 

'.l'he very light automobile (No. 1) was in
C'luded in this study because the Americall 
public has in recent years bought large num
bers of imported small, lightweight ears. A 
more recent development, whose long-rang€ 
impact can only be guessed at, is the advent of 
the somewhat larger compact car. 

The tandem-axle single-unit truck of 40,00(] 
pounds gross weight (No. 7), so familiar ir1 
specialized forms such as heavy dump trucks 
and concrete transit-mixers, could be regis
tered in all States, although until enactment 
of a law in 1959 it would not have been per
mitted in the State of Washington, which 
previously had a flat, limitation of 36,000 
p(mnds for trueks with three axles. Because 
of axle-spacing and axle-load limits, the 
40,000-pound single-unit truck was on the 
borderline of legality in some States with re
spect to registration and operation, but it has 
been included in order to show that point in 
the tax schedules. 

The 40,000-pound, three-axle combination 
(No. 8) iR in almost universal use and could 
be registered and operated in all States. 

At the time the similar study for 1956 was 
made, the four-axle, 50,000-pound combination 
selected as one of the study vehicles exceeded 
the maximum weight of 42,000 pomids per
mitted in Kentueky, although it was legal in 
all other Statef\. A 1056 change in the Ken
tucky law, however, increased the State's 
gross weight limit to 59,640 pounds. It was 
therefore possible to select a somewhat 
heavier vehiele, 55,000 pounds, for the present 
study. 

In order to compare taxes on vehicles simi• 
lar in most respects, except for fuels used, two 
55,000 pound, four-axle combinations (Nos. 
9 and 10) were included, one with a gasoline 
engine and the other with a diesel engine. 

Table 1.-Basis for registration of passenger cars 

EMPTY WEIGHT OR SHIPPING WEIGHT OTHER 

WEIGHT GROUPS AND 100-POUND INTERVAIS: HORSEPOWER GROUPS: 
HORSEPCMER: Colorado Illinois 
Indiana Michigan Maine 

New York Massachusetts 
WEIGHT GROUPS AND AGE: West Virginia Missouri 

Minnesota 100-POUND INTERVALS AND 
North Dakota AGE: 
South Dakota New Mexico 

100-POUND INTERVALS, 
Nevada District of Columbia PER POUND: VALUE AND AGE: 
Ohio Hawaii Imm FACTORY DELIVERED 
Oregon 500-POUND INTERVALS: PRICE AND AGE: 
Pennsylvania Georgia Oklahoma 
Utah South Carolina 
Vermont 
Virginia 

GROSS WEIGHT Washington 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming FLAT FEE, HORSEPOWER, 

WEIGHT GROUPS: WEIGHT GROUPS AND 100-POUND INTERVALS: GROSS WEIGHT, 
FLAT FEE BY AGE: New Hampshire HORSEPOi>IER: Kansas AND AGE: !J 

Idah-:- Rhode Island Arkansas Mississippi 

y Mississippi reports that in practice registration is made on the basis of empty rather than gross weight. 
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The assumption made of a fuel-_consumption 
rate of 4 miles per gallon for the gasoline 
combination and 5.5 miles per gallon for the 
diesel combination was arbitrary, but is be
lieved to be reasonable. It is recognized that 
the difference in the miles-per-gallon rates of 
any two individual vehicles may fall substan
tially short of or exceed the assumed differen
tial of 1 ½ miles per gallon or 37½ percent 
(which may also be expressed as more than 
one-fourth saving in fuel). Nine States now 
impose a h'igher tax on diesel fuel than on 
gasoline, and numerous other States are 
studying such a step with a view to reducing 
or eliminating the apparent tax advantage of 
a diesel-powered vehicle. 

Diesel power was specified for all ·of the 
heavier combinations (Nos. 11-13) since there 
has been a tendency to replace gasoline power 
in the larger units where the heavier diesel 
engine may 'be most efficiently employed. The 
62,000-pound combination (No. 11), a five
axle, diesel-powered tractor-semitrailer com
bination, 50 feet long, could be ·operated in 
36 of the 48 contiguous States .. The 72,000-
p,ound tractor-semitrailer combination (No. 
12) was permitted in 16 of the States west of 
the_ Mississippi and 8 of the Eastern States. 
The heaviest, longest combination (No. 13) 
could operate in eight Western States ·but in 
only one in the East. Both Alaska and 
Hawaii permitted the heaviest velticles (Nos. 
ll-13). 

It will be noted, in figure 5 (p. 5), as a gen
eralization, that the States in the West per
mitted larger and heavier vehicles than the 
States in the East. Ohio was the only State 
east of Colorado that permitted the 76,000-
pound vehicle (No. 13) ; and the 72,000--pound 
vehicle (No. 12) was legal in the East only 
in New York, South Oarolina, and Florida, 
none of which are contiguous. It is worth 
noting, however, that the toll roads of the 
Eastern States in most instances do permit 
the operation of all of the vehicles covered 
by this study. 

In 19 States the registration schedule im
posed a higher fee on a three-axle, single-unit 
40,000-pound truck than on a three-axle com
bination. (This was not true, however, in 
any State that registers a combination as a 
single unit.) Outstanding examples· of this 
differential were found in Montana and Wash
ington, where the registration fees for a thi:ee
axle 40,000-pound truck were $400 and $476, 
respectively, while the total registration fees 
for the three-axle 40,000-pound combination 
were $100 and $163, respectively. 

The inclusion or exclusion of data for a 
given vehicle in each State was determined 
solely on the basis of whether the vehicle, 
as specified would be permitted to register and 
operate. Some 'instances were found in which 
the vehicle o•r combination might be regis0 

tered, but could not be operated legally with 
a full load. Even though they could be reg
istered and might, in some cases, be operated 
on the highways of the State with slightly 
lesser gross weights, all such vehicles were 
omitted from the study. Minor variances of 
axle spacing were assumed permissible in a 

few cases in order to include vehicles that 
otherwise were within the legal limits. 

As shown in figure 6 (p. 5), tractor-semi
trailer combinations were registered as single 
units in about half of the States, while in 
the remainder tractor-trucks and semitrailers 
were registered as separate units. In this 
study, combinations were considered to be 
registered as single units in those States 
where the fee for either the tractor or the 
semitrailer was based on the gross weight or 
capacity of the combination, even though in 
most qf these States a relatively small fee was 
also levied on the other unit of the combina
tion. 

Specifications and Use Factors 

In order to obtain the tax data on a uni
form basis in all ,States, a detailed statement 
of the specifications of each of the 13 vehicles 
selected was submitted to the State authori
ties in the latter part of 1959 for determina
tion of the specific fees and taxes that would 
be payable on them during a full year under 
laws existing ,January 1, 1960 .. Table 2 (p. 6) 
1-,rives these specifications, together with the 
assun1ed annual mileage traveled, motor fuel 
consumed, and other factors needed to com
pute the various taxes. The taxes to be re
por.ted were the State road-user levies: Motor
fuel taxes and vehicle registration fees, other 
annual vehicle fees closely related to registra
tion, and the applicable motor-carrier taxes. 
In add'ition, all direct personal-property taxes 
levied on motor vehicles by all levels of gov• 
ernment were to be reported. The property 
taxes for 1960 were estimated by the State 
authorities on the basis--0f 1959 property valu
ations and tax rates. 

The same care that was taken in the selec
tion C)f vehicle:;; was taken in the selection 
of use factorR. "Average" values were not 
available for travel mileages, fuel-consmn11-
tion rates, and earnings for each selected ve
hicle. It was therefore necessary to assign 
values arbitrarily, but special effort was made 
to select amounts that were reasonable. The 
objective was to supply specific factors to 
which tax rates could be applied uniformly 
in all States, and to present data reflecting 
these rates to permit valid comparisons be
tween States, vehicles, and services. 

In order to avoid the complex situations 
that would have been encountered in comput
ing taxes on vehicles in interstate operation, 
intrastate use was specified. Without this 
8tipulation, the study would have been im
practicable. Obviously, few large combina
tions travel entirely in one State for a whole 
year. However, the stipulation of intrastate 
travel is permissible, even indispensable, when 
it is remembered that the purpose of th(• 
study is to compare tax rates rather than 
to select the most typical vehicles, or the most 
probable amount and kind of service or the 
most probable tax payments. 

It was specified that the vehicles were as
sumed to have been operated in the same 
State since purchased new in 1958. This made 
1960 the third year of registration, thus ex-

eluding from the study such nonrecurring 
taxes as those on sales and titling, and re· 
moving the vehicles from the top property
tax brackets. 

Because this study was intended to permit 
comparison of State taxing, the group of 
taxes imposed by the Federal Government 
on gasoline, vehicles, tires, and associated 
products, as well as the annual use tax on 
vehicles of over 26,000 pounds gross weight, 
were omitted. The proceeds of these taxes 
went into the general funds of the United 
States prior to the enactment of the Highway 
Revenue Act of 1956. Since that time, the 
major portion of these revenues has gone 
into the Highway Trust Fund. The total Fed
eral highway-user tax yield in 1959 was $3.4 
billion, of which $2.1 bUlion went into the 
Highway 'l'rust li'uud. The linking of Federal 
taxes on fuels, vehicles, and associated prod
ucts with Federal-aid for highways is rela· 
tively new, and the rates, at least, are on a 
temporary basis pending consideration by the 
Congress of the highway cost.allocation study 
being made by the Bureau of Public Roads. 
In any case, the exclusion of these Federal 
taxes has no effect on the comparisons be
tween States of the data presented in this 
article, since the levies are uniform through
out the Nation. 

'l'he data received from the States are pre· 
sented for the individual selected vehicles in 
tables 4-14 and figures 11-23 (pp. 13-35). In 
all of the tables (except table 14) the States 
are arranged in regional groupings to permit 
ready comparison of data for each State with 
those of its neighbors. The figures show 
graphically the principal groups of taxes, and 
permit quick comparison between the ele
ments reported and between the States. 

The national averages and extremes are 
shown in table 3 (1J. 7). The averages are 
simple unweighted averages of the totals for 
all States where the vehicles are permitted. 
In the case of property taxes, the averages 
reflect only the States where such taxes are 
levied. Figure 9 (p. 8) gives a quick, graphic 
comparison of the low, average, and high 
annual rates on four of the vehicles covered 
in the study. (Note the two different vertical 
scales in the charts.) 

Property Taxes 

In most States property taxes on motor 
vehicles have little or no direct relation to 
the use of highways, and the revenues from 
them are not available for highways. They 
are, however, so closely as:;;ociated with regis
tration fees in their application and their 
relation to coRts Gf operation, and comprise 
such a large portion of the total taxes paid on 
motor vehi<:les in some States, that their in• 
clusion was necessary in order to.obtain equi
table comparisons. The registration fees for• 
individual vehicles vary considerably among 
the States, and property taxes in some in• 
stances greatly exeeed the registration fees 
paid; but when property taxes and registra
tion fees are considered together, the differ
ences among the States are generally smaller. 

3 
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NO. 11: 62, 000-LB, TRACTOR-SEMJTMILER 
NO. 12: 72,000-LB. TRACTOR-SEMITRAILER ., 
NO. 13: 76,Q00-LB. TRACTOR-SEMITRAILER & FULL TR.AILER 

l'i8X!, NO, II, 12 AND 13 ARE LEGAL 

t::::J NO, II AND 12 ARE LEGAL, BUT NO. 13 lS NOT 
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~ NO, ll AND 13 ARE LEGAL, BUT NO, 12 18 NOT 

Figure 5. -Legality of heavy combinations. 
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Figure 6. -Registration of tractor-semitrailer as a single unit. 
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Table 2. - Data used in computing State road-user taxes and property taxes on selected vehicles, 1960 registration year 

Passenger ca.rs 

Factors affecting taxation No. 1: No. 2: No. 3: 
Very light ~dium Heavy 

Body type---------------------- 2-door, 4-door, 4-door, 
4-pe.ss. 6-pe.ss. 6-pe.ss. 

Price f.o.b. f'a.ctory (195~) ---- $1,645 $2,439 $5,126 

Horsepcrwer, NACC (SAE)--------- 14.69 45.00 51.20 
Horsepower, max. brake--------- 36 205 310 

Empty weight------------------- 1,6o9 3,513 4,675 
Load capacity------------------ 6oo 900 900 
Gross veb.1.cle -weight----------- 2,209 4,413 5,575 

Wheel base--------------------- 94-1/2 118 129-1/2 

Total annual miles traveled---- 9,000 9,500 11,000 
Average miles per gallon-•----- 27.0 15.0 14.o 
Annual iootor-f"uel consumption-- 333 633 786 

Single-unit trucks Tractor-semitraUer combinations 
Tractor-semitrailer 

and f'ull trailer 

No. 8 (2-61) No. 9 (2-82) No. 10 (2-82) No. 11 (3-82) No. 12 (3-82) No. 13 (2-81-2) 
Factors affecting taxation No. 4: No, 5: No. 6: No. 7: 

{gasoline) (gssoline) (diesel) (diesel) (diesel) (diesel) 

Pickup Stake Van Dump Tractor- Semi- Tractor- Semi- Trac.tor- Semi- Tractor- Semi- Tractor- Semi- Tractor- Semi- Full 
truck trailer truck trailer truck tre.Uer truck trailer truck trailer truck tre.iler trailer 

Body type-------------------------- Pickup Stake Van Dump Tractor 30-ft. Tractor 35-ft. Tractor 35-ft. Tractor 40-ft. Tractor 4o-ft. Tractor 25-ft. 25-ft, 
van van van van van van van 

Price f.o.b. factory (1958)----·--- $1,756 ,$3,04o $3,896 $13,851 $6,091 $4,425 $9,822 $7,450 $12,083 $7,450 $16,820 $7,800 $17,400 $7,800 $1~,687 $4,900 $6,200 

Horsepower, NACC {SAE)------------- 30.4o 34-35 42.20 45.90 46.20 48.60 57.00 57.00 57.00 63.00 

Borsepower, max. brake----------- .. - 135 130 167 175 200 200 170 170 205 220 

Weight: 
Mf'gr 1 s. rated capac:ity-- .... tona---- 1/2 l-1/2 2-3/4 
Chassis weight (incl. cab)-lb••-- 3,130 4,710 5,180 12,470 6,350 8,975 9,925 12,685 12,8oo 10,497 
Empty veight---------------"----- 3,650 5,76o 7,680 17,314 7,433 8,600 10,095 9,6oo 10,700 9,6oo 13,500 10,200 13,700 10,200 11,797 7,050 9,48o 
Load capacity--------------•----- 1,350 9,240 11,320 22,686 14,567 9,400 14,905 20,400 13,300 21,4oo 21,500 16,800 26,300 21,aoo 15,203 10,950 21,520 
Gross vehicle weight-------!! _____ 5,000 15,000 19,000 4o,ooo 22,000 18,000 25,000 30,000 24,000 31,000 35,000 27,000 40,000 32,000 27,000 18,000 31,000 
Gross wt. of' combination- .. _!!_ .. ___ 4o,ooo 55,000 55,000 62,ooo 72,000 76,000 

Length: 
Whee1 Oase-----------------in---- 123-1/4 156-1/2 172 175-50 132 128 146·1/2 149-50 149-50 (!/} (y) (!/) 
Diat. betw. tandem axles---!!----- 50 48-1/2 48-1/2 50 48-1/2 50 48-1/2 
Length of' combination------ft .. ___ 42 45 45 50 50 6o 

Tires: 
Size---··--·-"'-------------------- 6. 7ox15 8.00x22.5 10.oox22.5 10.00X20 l0.00x20 l0,00X20 10.00"20 10.oox20 10.00"20 10.00"20 10.00"20 10.oox20 10.00"20 10.00x20 10.00x20 10,00"20 l0.00x20 
Ply rating•-···--·-····---·------ 6 8 10 12 12 12 12 12 12 l.2 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 
Front arrangement ... _ ... _____________ Single Swgle Single Single Single Single Single Single Single Single D\oal 
Rear arrangement-•-.......... __________ Single Dual Dual Dual- Dual Dual Dual Dual.- Dual Dual- Dual.· Dual- Dual- Dual- Dual Dual Dual 

tandem tandem tandem tandem tandem tandem tandem 

Total annual miles traveled: 
Farm. service-............... _ ... ___________ 6,0CJO 5,000 
Private operation---------------- 9,0QO 12,000 15,000 30,000 4o,ooo 60,000 60,000 70,000 70,000 70,000 
Contract carrier----------------- 20,000 25,000 4o,ooo 60,000 6o,ooo 70,000 70,000 70,000 

Average miles per gallon~ 
Fam eel"Vice--------------------- 12.5 9.0 
Private o:peration----------------- l2,0 8.5 7.5 4.0 5.0 4.o 5.5 4.7 4.3 4.2 
Contract carrier_ .... _ ...... ___________ 8.5 7-5 5.0 4.o 5.5 4.7 4.3 4.2 

Annual motor-f"U.e-1 consumption,: 
Farm service--------------ge.1---- 1i-9o 556 
Private operation•------....... _!! ____ 750 1,412 2,000 7,500 8,000 15,000 10,909 14,894 16,279 16,667 
Contract carrier------- .. - .... 1.! .......... 2,353 3,333 8,000 15,000 10,909 14,894 16,279 16,667 

Total :revenue ton-miles (avg, load) 54,000 82,ooo 281,000 654,ooo 660,000 1,019,000 1,246,000 1,200,000 

Average gross ""ight---------lb---- 11,200 14,200 30,100 41,500 42,300 52,8oo 59,500 62,6oo 

Gross annual earning$-------------- $n,300 $12,600 $22,800 $49,700 $51,500 $77,400 $94,700 $84,000 

lj The distance be-tween axles on vehicle numbe1" 13 are: first and second, ll4 inches; second and third; 221 incbes; third and fourth, 98-3/4 inches; fourth and f.i:fth,. 233 1nC!hes. 
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Table 3. - Average, low, and. high road.-ilSer and property taxes on selected motor vehicles l. 

Average :fee :for States where vehicle 11111y operate Lowest :fee Highest :fee 

Vehicle and service Regis- Motor~ Total Prop- Regis- .Motor- Total Prop- Regis- Motor- 'rotal 
Prop-tration. i'uel road- erty Total tzation 

:fuel 
road- erty Total tration :fuel road- erty Total :fee, user :fee~ user :fee, user 

etc.-- tax taxes tax etc. tax taxes tax etc. tax taxes tax 

Passenger car: 
Very light (No. 1) - - - - - - $1.l..57 $20.05 $3i.62 $15.19 $116.81 $3.00 $9.99 $18.49 {$5.00) $25.20 $35-90 $23.31 $57-55 $49.50 $91,50 
Mediumweight (No. 2) - - - - - 16.27 38.10 54.37 18.39 72.76 3.00 18.99 35.65 (5.00) 41.65 li2.10 44.31 85.76 8o.16 120.98 
Heavy (No, 3)- - - - - - - - - 23.79 47.31 71.10 40.83 lll.93 3.00 23.58 43.30 (8.00) 49.30 83.20 55.<Y2 134.29 173.15 222.38 

Pickup (No. 4): 
Farm - - - - - - - - - - - - - 16.26 28.90 45.16 9.92 55.08 3.00 14.40 29~40 (3.14) 35.50 45.00 33.60 73.8o 1'2.20 82.Bo 
Private- - - - - - - ~ - - - - 21.23 45.15 66.38 15.36 81.74 5.00 22.50 37.50 (5.00) 54.oo 46.95 52.50 97.15 67.34 123.59 

Stake truck (No. 5): 
Farm - •• - - - - - - - ___ 39.32 33.47 72.79 18.05 90.84 5.00 16.68 36.68 (5.50) 48.92 120.00 38.92 153.36 93.00 164.oS 
Private- - - - - - - - - - • _ 72.13 85.00 1.57.13 24.oa 181.21 15.00 li2.36 62.36 (15.00} lo4.84 202.5() 98.84 2&'(.22 118.64 287.22 
Contract - - - - - - - - - __ 108.80 141.64 250.44 24.69 275.1li- 25.50 70-59 145,59 (15.00) 167.65 317.50 1.64.71 li-48.35 118.64 508.15 

Van (No. 6): 
Private- - - - - - - - - - - - 109.18 120.39 229.57 32.52 262.09 25.00 60.oo 140.oo c20.ool 150.00 275.00 1lio.oo 395.00 118.64 395.00 
Contract - - - - - - - - - - _ 16o.J~5 200.63 361.08 33.29 394.36 50.00 99.99 201i-.99 (19.25 216.65 371.05 233.31 569.26 118.64 631.10 

Dump (No. 7): 
Private- - - - - - - - - - - • 330.69 li-57.35 788.04 99.66 887.70 50.50 225.00 350.00 (50.00) 475.00 872.50 675.00 1,322.50 350.il 1,322.50 

Three-axie·combination (No. 8): ---

Private- - - - - - - - - - - - 339.7li- 487,84 827.58 85.13 912.71 76.00 2lio.oo 500.00 (45.00) 500.00 865.00 720.00 1,345.00 327.99 1,450.22 
Contract - - - - - - - - - - - li-13.li-7 487,84 901.31 86.99 988.30 100.00 2lio.oo 500.00 (45.00) 500.00 865.00 720.00 1,345.00 327.99 1,450.22 

Four-axle combination, gasoline 
(No. 9): 
Private- - - - - - - - - - - - 553.42 91.li-.71 1,468.13 137.33 1,605.46 76.00 li-50.00 900.00 (55.00) 900.00 2,005.00 1,350.00 2,905.00 561.91 2,913.44 
Contract - - - - - - - - - - - 672.83 91.4.71 1,587.54 141.05 1,728.59 150.00 450.00 900.00 (55.00) 900.00 2,005.00 1,350.00 - 2,905.00 561.91 2,913.44 

Four-axle combination, diesel 
(No. 10): 

769.57 Private- - - - - - - - - - - - 587-~ 671.65 1,259.57 161.71 1,421.28 76.00 327.27 695.45 (55.00) 695.45 2,905.00 981.81 2,905.00 2,905.00 
Contract - - - - - - - - - - - 709. 9 671.65 1,381.lli- 165.85 1,546.99 150.00 327.27 695.45 {55.00) 695.45 2,905.00 981..81 2,905.00 769.57 2,905.00 

Five-axle combination, diesel 
(No. 11.): 
Private- - - - - - - - - - - - 807.90 922.28 1,730.18 183.43 1,913.61 150,00 446.82 894.70 (5~.00~ 894.70 3,8o5.00 1,3lio.46 3,8o5.oo 745.30 3,916.18 
Contract - - • - • - - - - - - 991.34 922.28 1,913.62 181.41 2,095.02 150.00 446.82 894.70 (55.00 894.70 3,8o5.oo 1.,3lio.46 3,805.00 745.30 3,916.1.8 

Five-axle combination, di~sel 
(No. 12): 
Private- - - - - - - - - - - - 945.04- 1,055.01 2,000.05 140.12 2,140.17 150.00 813.95. 963.95 (206.46} 963.95 3,186.70 1,465.1.1 4,163.44 763.67 li-,465.84 
Contract - - - - - - - - - - - 1,099.75 1,055.01. 2,154.76 136.97 2,291.73 150.00 813.95 963.95 (124.li-l.) 963.95 3,186.70 1,465.u >i.,163.44 763.67 4,li-65.84 

Five-axle combination, diesel 
(No. 13): 
Private- - - - - - - - - - __ 1,449.u 893.96 2,343.07 170.85 2,513.92 150.00 833.35 983.35 (357 .44) 983.35 4,955.00 1,166.69 4,955.00 714.SO 4,955,00 
Contract - - - - - - - - - - - 1,785.29 893.96 2,679.25 170.85 2,85(}.lO 150.00 833.35 - 983.35 (357.44) 983.35 4,955.00 1,166.69 .4,955.00 714.SO 4,955.00 

Y In 23 States and the District or COlumbis, personal-property taxes are not imposed. In one State diesel fuel is not taxed directly. The :fees in parentheses are the lowest :for the 
States which impose a personal-property tax. 



Figure 4 (p. 4) shows the States in which 
State or local property taxes. were levied and 
the States in which registration fees were in 
lieu of ad valorem or property taxes. In this 
connection it should be noted that the regis
tration fees of many States were based, at 
least in part, on the age or valuation of the 
vehicle. Louisiana permitted local property 
taxes to be levied in addition to the registra· 
tion fee, but the application of such levies 
was not general in the ·State. The relation of 
property taxes to registration fees and total 
taxes on motor vehicles is shown in tables 
4-14. 

The valuation of motor vehicles for tax I)ur
poses is generally conceded to be much closer 
to market value than is the valuation of other 
personal property ( household furnishings, for 
instance) subject to the same taxes. It is 
also probable that motor vehicles constitute 

DOLLARS 

a substantial portion of taxable personal 
property in many jurisdictions. Therefore, 
although this study is not directly concerned 
with personal-property taxes per se, they 
must not be neglected in consideration of the 
total tax burden on the motor vehicle, either 
by those concerned solely with highway fi
nance, or in research in broader fields · of 
public finance. 

For a mediumweight car (vehicle No. 2) 
the registration fee in Pennsylvania was $10, 
two-thirds greater than the $6 fee levied on 
the same vehicle by Massachusetts. In Penn
sylvania, however, the flat registration fee 
of $10 applicable to all automobiles, was in 
lieu of all other ad valorem taxes, whereas 
in Massachusetts vehicles were subject to 
property taxes in addition to registration fees. 
The addition in Massachusetts of $80 property 
tax on this vehicle to the $6 registration fee 

DOLLARS 

made a total of $86 nearly nine times as much 
as the Pennsylvania registration fee, and far 
greater than the registration fee alone of any 
State. In Oklahoma, the registration fee on 
the mediumweight sedan was $38, substan
tially greater than that for any other State; 
but. l;he State levied no property tax on auto
mobiles. There were six other States that 
imposed a registration fee- of $25 or more on 
the .mediumweighf automobile cited in this 
study but, as in Oklahoma, in none of them 
was a property tax levied on the vehicle. 

Reference to the taxes on the medium
weight automobile given in table 4 (p. 13) 
affords an excellent illustration of the relative 
importance of property taxes as a part of the 
total tax burden on the automobile owner. 
The total of road-user and property taxes 
placed Massachusetts first among the States, 
but if the comparison is made with property 
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taxes excluded, the total was less than tha.t 
of any other State, and it assumed 48th place. 
Iowa, on the other hand, was 26th highest of 
the States in the total taxes the owner had 
to pay; but if property taxes were excluded, 
the total for Iowa was 4th among the States. 
Oklahoma, 19th in the tax total, rose to 3d 
when property taxes were excluded. Although 
only a few of the States are pointelI out here 
as examples, many other significant compari
sons can be made from the tables. 

Another factor that demonstrates the close 
relation between registration fees and prop
erty taxes is the reduction of the registration 
fee in several States according to the age 
(and value) of the vehicle. 

The property taxes that are given in the 
tables, for all except the farm vehicles, in· 
clude all such taxes le,vied by the State, 
county, city, or other local governmental unit 
in which the vehicle is· domiciled, and were 
the taxes that would have been imposed on 
the vehicles in the capital city of the State. 
The property taxes given for farm vehicles 
include State, county, and. district or other 
pmperty taxes that would be collected in an 
average rural agricultural community in the 
State. In a few: States where uniform state
wide property valuation and tax rates were 
in effect in all jurisdictions, there was no 
difference between property taxes on farm 
vehicles and those registered in the State 
capital. 

In two States-California and Washing
ton-property taxes on motor vehicles have 
been replaced by "in lieu" taxes. These taxes 
have many characteristics of property taxes, 
but since neither the levies nor the distribu
tion of their proceeds are directly related to 
the jurisdiction .in which they were collected, 
they have been classified as road-user im
posts. In both of these instances the •State 
courts have ruled them not to be propertl' 
taxes. 

Types of Service 

Distinctly different tax rates are in effect 
in most States for commercial vehicles oper
ated privately (not for hire), as contract 
carriers (for hire), and in farm service. In
formation was therefore obtained and tabu
lated separately for all vehicles in private 
operation, for the pickup and stake trucks 
( N' os. 4 and 5) in farm service, and for the 
stake and van trucks (Nos. 5 and 6) and 
all combinations (Nos. 8-13) in contract car
rier service. 

Vehicles in private operation are those used 
solely for carrying goods owned or sold by 
the vehicle owner, with no direct transporta
tion charge. 

Contract carriers are those employed in 
hauling goods for others, with _a direct trans
portation charge, at times and to destinations 
required by the jobs for which they are hired. 
Operation of contract carriers is usually sub
ject to State franchise and regulation. Oom
mon carriers, which operate for hire over 
established routes and on fixed schedules, 
were not included in the study because of their 
more complex tax schedules and forms of 

regulation, and the fact th.at their operation 
is predominantly interstate. 

The farrn-servke classification includes ve
hicles registered at a reduced fee without 
restriction as to the highways they may use. 
Provision for reduced fees for farm trucks, in 
various forms, was in effect in 28 States. 
(Farm vehicles registered by some States at 
a nominal charge imposed as the sole regis
tration fee and licensed for restricted opera
tion on or in the imµiediate vicinity of the 
farm were not included in this study.) 

Farm Service 

Provision for registration of farm trucks 
at half the regular fee for private trucks is 

Georgia 

Colorado 
Missouri 
Wyoming 
Alabama 
Virginia 

Nevada 
Montana 
Arizona 
Idaho 
Maryland 

Utah 
Indiana 
Kentucky 

Washington 
North Dakota 
New Mexico 
Connecticut 
Massachusetts 
California 
Alaska 
Kansas 
Oregon 
Arkansas 
West Virginia 
Pennsylvania 

Hawaii 
District of Col. 
Rhode Island 
Minnesota 
Delaware 

Michigan 
Florida 
Mississippi 
New Jersey 
New York 
South Carolina 

South Dakota 
Louisiana 
Maine 
New Hampshire 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Illinois 
North Carolina 

Nebraska 
Texas 
Iowa 
Tennessee 
Vermont 
Wisconsin 

-

~-··••"·· 

, ..... 

i 

~---------
.... 

, ... .. 

, .. 

0 40 

common but, as can be seen in tables 5 and 6 
( pp. 15, 16) , some States did not allow, re
ductions that great, and some allowed con
siderably more. The registration fee reduc· 
tions for farm vehicles varied not only among 
the States but also varied somewhat for ve
hicles of different capacities, as may be seen 
from a comparison of figures 7 and 8 ( p. 5). 
Large numbers of farm trucks are in the 
lighter weight groups, and what may at first 
glance appear to be relatively minor conces
sions in the form of reduC'ed registration fees 
ean, in fact, be of major importance from a 
revenue standpoint, particularly in predomi
nantly agricultural States. In five States, as 
indicated in figure 8, the 12,,500-pound stake 
truck (No. 5), if classified as a farm truck, 
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Figure 10. - CompariSon of private operation and farm service registration fees on a 
15,000-pound stake truck (No. 5). 
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was allowed a reduction of more than 75 per
cent in registration fee ; in 12 States the re
duction was from 50 to 75 percent ; and in 12 
of the States allowing a reduction it was 
below 50 percent. 

A comparison of the regular and farm regis
tration fees for vehicle N"o. 5 in eal~h State is 
shown in figure 10. In Nebraska the regular 
registration fee for this vehicle was $106, 
but a farmer could register the Rame truck 
for $12. Greater or lesser differences than 
those shown in figure 10 occur, in some cases, 
for vehicles of different types or weightR. In 
Kentucky, farm trucks of 22,000 pounds or 
less could be registered for $5 but a $135 
registration fee was required for a 22,000-
pound vehicle in private use. In 1959, more 
than 57 percent of Nebraska's trucks, and in 
Kentucky over 42 percent, were registered at 
reduced farm rates. Similar situations ex
iRted in other StateR but in most the reduc
tions were not as great. 

In 1959, 28 States reported farm truck 
registrations separately. In 4 of these States, 
farm trucks . constituted more than half of 
all trucks registered, and farm trucks ex
ceeded 30 percent of all trucks in 12 States. 
In consirlering the equity of special reduced 
registmtion rates for farm trucks, it should 
be remembered that farm trucks probably 
average fewer miles per year than other 
trucks and the reductions are·not as great on a 
cents-per-mile basis as may appear from the 
comparisons in tables 5 and 6 fpp. 14, 1ti) 
and in figures 7 and 8 ( p. 5). 

Carrier Taxes 

In considering motor-carrier service, in this 
study, the gross receipts taxes and other 
levies that were imposed on general business, 
and not limited to motor carriers, have not 
been included. F'ees for authority to operate, 
and other fees paid only at the time a carrier 
begins to haul goods for hire, have also been 
excluded. 

The point at. which a road-user tax be
comes a "carrier tax" is becoming ever more 
difficult to determine. Care should be taken 
in comparing the carrier taxes of the several 
States. Many of the States have special regis
tration classes for vehicles used in contract 
(for-hire) service. The fees in the special 
registration classes, in most cases, were sub
stantially greater than the registration fees 
for vehicles in private (not-for-hire) service. 
The difference, while technically classed as 
part of the registration fee, is in reality a 
special carrier fee. There is, of course, the 
justifying factor that veh,icles in carrier serv
ice usually operate a much greater mileage 
than those in private use, thus reducing the 
per-mile cost of their reghitration fees. 

The majority of trucks are used in ordinary 
private service, but ev,en these are subject 
to mileage or other carrier taxes under some 
conditions. Such variations in the tax struc
tures of the States made it necessary in a few 
instances in this study, to make arbitrary de
cisions on the inclusion or exclusion of these 
special levies. 
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The general policy followed was to include 
only the taxes that must be paid on almost 
all of the vehicles in a given group. ]i'or ex
ample, the laws of some States are so writ
ten that practically all vehicles of more than 
1½ tons (manufaeturer's rated capacity) 
must pay certain mileage or compensato1·y 
taxes, whether in private or contract opera
tion. In the same States many vehicles of 
1½-ton capacity or less are not subjeet to the 
tax. In such cases the tax has been shown 
only for the Ilea vier vehicles. It should be 
rememllered that the purpose of the study is 
to present a eomparison of tax burdens on 
certain selected vehicles rather than to in
elude all taxes on all vehicles. Undoubtedly 
many of the larger trucks traveling 'in inter
state commerce are subject to greater taxes 
than are reported in this study, and are also 
subject to additional restrictions and regu
latiom;. The larger units apparently have 
certain offsetting eeonomic advantages, how• 
ever, or they would not be in use. 

Mileage Taxes 

Classification and treatment of mneage 
taxes is something of a problem. Histori
cally, road-user taxes have been . divided by 
most authorities into three major groups, the 
most important consisting of fuel taxes and 
misceUaneons fees ineidental to fuel taxa
tion. The second major group, usually termed 
motor-vehicle revenues, consists of motor
vehicle registration fees and other related 
fees, some of which are not paid annually, 
sueh as title fees, drivers' licenses, and other 
revenues of relatively minor importance. The 
third group, motor-earrier taxes, has in the 
past consisted primarily of special taxes on 
for-hire carriers. In recent years, however, 
the so-called carrier taxes have evolved into 
a broader, more varied group, and are no 
longer as closely associated with for-hire car
riers as they were in earlier years. More 
and more, these taxes have come to include 
vehicle-mile, ton-mile, axle-mile, and similar 
taxes, applied without regard to whether the 
vehicle is used in for-hire service or is in 
private use. Such taxes have in recent years 
come to be known as "third structure" taxes, 
a term that is disliked by some authorities 
on highway finance, but nevertheless is being 
used widely. 

The three major groupings have, in the 
past, afforded adequate classifieation of road
user revenues, although there are borderline 
instances in which there is eonsiderable ques
tion as to proper classification. The most 
common among these borderline cases is the 
annual registration fee in States that levy 
higher rates on for-hf re earriers. Should the 
difference between the registration fee in 
private and for-hire operation be classed as a 
carrier tax? It has not been so classed, un
der the theory that carriers' vehicles, as a 
rule, can be expected to operate more miles 
than vehicles in private operation, and that 
the higher registration fee for carriers' ve
hicles serves as an adjustment for the greater 
mileage. 

Another instance of borderline classification 
is the special registration fee charged diesel
powered vehicles. An argument can be made 
for classification of these additional fees as 
fuel taxes. But the important matter is the 
fairness of the State's tax system, and this 
is judged primat·ily on the total taxes levied 
on any vehicle; provided, of course, that the 
methods of reporting or collecting the tax 
do· not in themselves impose additional bur
dens of reeord keeping or other requirements 
not. reflected in the actual amounts of taxes 
paid. Although the effeets of the historieal 
development are still present in the tax struc
tures of many States, the tendency to impose 
taxes on for-hire carriers that are not bn
posed on private carriers, or to levy higher 
rates 011 carriers, seems to have diminished. 
Tbis is p•articularly evident in mileage taxes 
imposed in recent years in Colorado, New 
York, Ohio, and Oregon. 'l'hese taxes are 
avowed attempts to obtain revenues based al· 
most entirely on the vellicles and their use, 
and make little distinction between operation 
for profit on a transportation serv'ice and 
operation incidental to the conduct of any 
_other enterprise. Highway authorities and 
students of highway and general public fi
nance have shown much interest in these 
mileage taxes. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that mileage taxes are at present the 
subjeet of more interest and perhaps more 
controversy than any other phase of motor
Vehicle taxation. 

Mileage taxes may prove to have two dis
tinct advantages: They should yield consid
erable amounts of revenue and they should, 
in theory at least, be imposed at ratet1 that 
take 'into account the value of service re
ceived and the costs of providing that serv
ice---namely, the highways. Mileage taxes 
also have at least two major disadvantages. 
The more imporiant of these, from the States' 
point of view, is the ccl'Rt of administration. 
The cost of establishing and maintaining eom
plete records, weigMng stations, and an en
forcement staff is substantial and consumes 
a relatively greater proportion of the revenue 
collected than do the other two basic revenue 
produeers-the gasoline tax and registration 
fees. The second disadvantage is the neces
sity for the operators to maintain records for 
filing of reports required under a mileage ta.x, 
whieh certainly constitutes a substantial bur
den on the vehiele owner over and above the 
actual amount of tax paid. 

Although tolls eollected are, in eff~t, an
other form of mileage tax, they are omitted 
from this stucly. While tolls ·have played an 
important part in financing a few of the 
principal routes of interst.ate traffic, their 
effects are largely concentrated in the north
eastern quarter of the Gnited States, and the 
use of toll roads would vary so greatly among 
different users and d'ifferent classes of ve
hicles that the application of acceptable fac
tors for general estimates and comparisons is 
impossible, at least within the scope of a 
study such as this. Furthermore, the use of 
toll routes (aud the payment of tolls) is 
optional rather than mandatory. 



Administration and Application 

While this study is based primarily on legis
lation, it is appropriate to call attention to 
administration and enforcement as they affect 
vehicle taxation. The interpretation and ap
plication of road-user taxes in one State as 
compared with another having similar tax 
laws may easi~y result in substantial tax 
differences on similar vehicles in similar serv
ice. Rigid insistence that vehicles be regis
tered for the full weights they actually carry 
( not to be .confused with size and weight
limit enforcement) would undoubtedly 'in
crease the registration revenues of some 
States. Practices are understood to vary con
siderably in this respect. In an exhaustive 
comparison of road-user taxes in different 
State8, U would be pertinent to examine prac
tices and interpretations in the application 
of existing statutes, but in this study no 
allowance was made for such differences. 

The payment of motor-fuel taxes is another 
item that merits close examination. Practi
cally all those who are familiar with highway 
finance agree that some of the gasoline used 
on the highway escapes taxation (through 
refunds), and that the amounts vary greatly 
among the States. There is no way of know
ing how much revenue escapes through exces
sive refund claims, but it is probable that the 
total is considerable. For example, the stipu
lation in this study for the mediumweight 
automobile (No. 2) was 9,500 miles of annual 
travel at 15 miles per gallon, with total gaso-
line consumption of 003 gallons for the year ; 
yet in one State the amount of gasoline on 
which the tax is paid is customarily well 
below an annual average of 633 gallons for 
all vehicles in the State. (This undoubtedly 
influenced the State legislature's conclusion 
that, under some circumstances, the taxation 
of ownership is a more certain source of 
revenue than taxation of use; and evidently 
was a consideration in its revision of road
user taxes which, among other things, in
creased the registration fees on mediun1-
weight automobiles and eliminated the pre
viously existing reduced fees for farm 
trucks,) 

Another subject worth consideration is the 
collection of diesel-fuel taxes. There appear 
to be numerous ways of avoiding or evading 
the tax on diesel fuel, and State authorities 
C'harged with collecting it are in general 
agreement that a considerable amount escapes 
taxation. The authorities feel that the situ
ation is improving, but the fact that kerosene 
and some heating oils can be used as diesel 
fuel makes it seem probable that collection 
of the tax will remain an administrative prob
lem for some time. 

Summary of Comparisons 

The foregoing discussion has been of gen
eral subjects rather than specific vehicles, ex
cept for the discussion of farm rates. It 
would be pointless to include in this article a 
full discussion of each of the tables and 
charts presented, since they speak for them-

selves; but there are comparisons and items 
of special interest in connection with some of 
the vehicles that do merit specific attention. 
Tables 4--14 and figures 11-23, which report 
and show graphically the data for the in
dividual selected vehicles, appear on pages 
13-35. 

Vehicle No. 1, very light pa8senger car 
( table 4, fig. 11) .-Registration fees for the 
very light passenger car ranged from $3 to 
$30, and total road-user taxes (excluding 
property taxes) from $18 to $58. Since this 
vehicle was assumed to use 333 gallons of 
gasoline a year, each cent of a State's gaso
line-tax rate amounts to a levy of $3.33 dur
ing the course of a year, or about 6½ cents 
a week. 

There were 21 States with property taxes 
alone that exceeded the $1.8 total of the road
user taxes paid in the State ranking lowest. 
(The property tax shown was for the S.tate 
capital 1,ity, however, and undoubtedly ex
ceeded the average for the State in most 
cases.) 

VeMc:le No. 2, meai11,mweight· passenger car 
( table 4, fig. 12) .-Taxation of automobiles 
receives less attention than taxation of heav
ie.i: commercial units, but since automobiles 
outnumber trucks and buses by about five to 
one, the automobiles in total contribute sub
stantially more in road-user taxes. Differ
ences between the road-user taxes on very 
light automobiles and on those of medium
weight were not great. The registration fees 
of vehicle No. 2 range from $3 to $38. 

In more than half of the States the total 
road-user taxes (excluding property taxes) 
on the mediumweight automobile were less 
than $52 per year, or $1 per week. In the 
State with the highest road-user taxes on this 
vehicle, the annual amount was $86. 

Vehicle No. 3, heavy passenger car (table 4, 
fig. 1.3) .-The registration fees for this vehicle 
ranged from $3 to $71, with an average of 
$20. In 5 States the registration fees were 
$50 or more, and in another 10 States they 
were $25 or more. In States that levied a 
property tax on this vehicle, the annual cost 
to the owner was increased substantially. 

Vehicle No. 4, pickup truck (table 5, fig. 
14) .-The registration fees for the pickup 
truck in private use were slightly higher in 
most States than those on passenger cars. 
However, large numbers of pickup trucks 
were registered at reduced farm rates. The 
lowest regi(!tration fee for the pickup truck 
in unlimited operation in any State was $2 
and this rate applied to farm service only. 
In only two States were the registration fe08 
for the pickup in ordinary (nonfarm) service 
less than $10. The highest registration fee 
for the pickup truck in private (nonfarm) 
service was $45. 

It is probable that pickup trucks outnumber 
the total of all other trucks in every State. 
Although the total taxes on each pickup are 
relatively small compared with taxes on heav
ier vehicles, the large number of pickups 

makes this an extremely important category 
from a revenue standpoint. 

Vehicle No. 5, 15,000-pou1id stake truck 
( table 6, fig. rn) .-Vehicles in the 15,000-
pound group were subject to registration fees 
which in some States broke away rather 
sharply from the fees charged on automobiles 
and pickup trucks. The stake truck could 
be registered in 1960 in six States for fees 
ranging from $1.5 to $25. At the other end 
of the scale, the registration fee for this ve
hicle in two States was $1.65. Here again 
the farm vehicle rates offered substantial 
fee reduct.ions in many States, including the 
two with the highest registration rates. 

In contrast to the heavier trucks, there 
are large numbers of vehicles registered in 
the appmximate weight range represented by 
this 15,000-p011nd unit ( the group commonly 
classed as "11/2-ton"). 

Vehicle No. 6, 19,000-potind van truclc 
(table 7, fig. 16).-The average registration 
fee on the 1.9,000-pound van truck in private 
service was $03. The lowest fee, $38, and 
the highest, $240, . both occurred in States 
which did not . levy a mileage tax. Other 
road-user taxes-those not included in the 
motor-fuel or registration groups-become 
more in evidence on reaching the vehicles in 
the 19,000-pound weight group. In nine 
States such additional fees amounted to $35 
or more on this vehicle in private operation. 

Vehicle No. "1, 40,000-pound dump trnck (ta
ble 8, fig. 17).-The 40,000-pound dump truck, 
with perhaps minor adjustments of axle spac
ing, would be permitted to operate in all 
States. (Its axle spacing and loading are rep
resentative of co.ncrete trausit-rnix and other 
spedal equipment.) '.l'he lowest registration 
fee 1m this truck in the States that did not 
impose mileage taxes was $51 ; and there were 
three other States in which the registration fee 
was $100 or less, with no mileage tax levied. 
The highest fee, $640, was also in· a State 
where no mileage tax was levied. The aver
age registration fee for all States was $283. 
The registration fees, while still important, 
were of relatively reduced significance, on ve
hicles of this gross weight. The mileage and 
other taxes must be 1,ombined with registra
tion fees in order to get a significant 
comparison. 

Vehicle No. 8, 40,000-pound combina,tion 
(tables 9 and 10, fig._ 18) .-The 40,000-pound 
co:nbination is typical of a large group of 
combinations, and is found in substantial 
numbers even where much heavier vehicles 
are permitted. It is legal in all States. For 
this vehicle, table 9 shows the road-user and 
personal-property taxes that would have been 
paid on the tractor and semitrailer units, 
separately, when they were in private, not-fol'
hire service. In table 10, the taxes on the 
two units have been combined, in orde,r to 
permit a comparison with similar com:bina
tions in contract carrier service, and with 
other combinations. 
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The average road-user tax payment ( exclud
ing property tax) on the 40,000-pound com
bination in private operation was $828 (table 
3, p. 7) . The lowest registration fee on this 
combination was a nominal $25, but this low 
registration fee was ae,'<~mpanied by a sub
stantial mileage tax. In Alabama and Geor• 
gia, the only two States that still retained 
the "manufacturer's rated capacity" basis of 
assessing registration fees, the registration 
fees were $76 and $220, respectively, and 
neither of these States imposed a mileage tax. 
(Legislation already enacted, however, 
changes Georgia's registration basis to a gross 
vehicle weight basis, effective January 1, 
1961.) However, the gasoline-tax rate in 
Alabama was 7 cents per gallon and in Georg_ia 
6.5 cents per gallon. 

It is interesting to note in ta,ble 9 that some 
States imposed on the tractor by far the 
larger part of the total taxes on the combina
tion, whereas in others the semitrailers car• 
ried a relatively large part of the total tax. 
Although the differences between the taxes 
on vehicle No. 8 in private operation and the 
same vehicle in contract service are not dis-
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cussed in detail here, the variations between 
the types and the total amounts of taxes on 
the different services were very great in some 
States. 

Vehicle No. 9, 55,000-pouiuI gasoUne-pow
erea oombination ( table 11, fig. 19) .-The 55,-
000-pound combination is now legal in all 
States. The average registration fee for this 
combination was $369 when in private service, 
but in contract service the average registra
tion fee was $395. In four States the annual 
total of road-user and property taxes was 
slightly more than $2.,900; in two of these 
States there was a property tax but in the 
other two there was not. 

Vehicl";, No. 10, 55,000-pouna diesel-powered 
combination (table 12, fig; 20) .-The 55,000-
pound diesel-powered combination, empty, is 
somewhat heavier than the 55,000-pound gaso
line combination, and thus carries a corre
spondingly smaller payload when operating at 
full capacity. It is also a somewhat more 
expensive combination than the one with gaso
line power and is subject to greater property 
taxes in many States. Offset against this, 

however, is its substantial saving in total 
fuel cost, including tax. The diesel combina
tion is assumed to save nearly one-third in 
fuel gallonage. The saving in fuel is highly 
desirable from almost any standpoint, but 
the resulting reduction in fuel-tax contribu• 
tions for the support of highways poses a 
problem. Nine States have already imposed 
higher rates on diesel fuel in an effort to ob
tain a tax contribution similar to that of com
parable gasoline-powered vehicles. Vermont 
does not tax diesel fuel but does impose an 
equalization fee. The relation between taxes 
paid on a gasoline-powered combination of 
55,000 pounds gross weight and a similar 
diesel-po,vered combination may be developed 
by comparison of data in tables 11 and 12. 

Vehioles No.~. ll-1,~ (tables 13 and 14, figs. 
21-23) .-The data for vehicles Nos. 11, 12, 
and 13 appear to be self-explanatory. 

A comparison of the tax costs ( excluding 
property taxes) in cents per mile for private 
use and contract operation, under the assump
tions used in t.his -study, is shown for each of 
combinations (Nos. 8-13) in figures 24-26. 
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Table 4. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on selected passenger vehicles (Nos, l, 2 and 3) 

V,nry liglit pa.annge;, car (No. 1) MetliWltlleight -paasonger car {No. 2) 

Ra.rut or state Rank of State 

Sta-te Beg1s• Propercy other Gasoline '?crtal, Regis• Property Other Gasoline Tot.el, tration taxes Total Total tration taxes Tota1. Total 
fee tu and teee tu feea and excluding fee tu and teea tax fees and 

excludin,g 

taxes priaperty taxes _property 
tu tax 

Nov liogLand: 
$15.00 $20.56 $23.31 $58.87 $15.00 $44.31 $89.80 8 Mai?te----- ----- .. ----- 13 8 $30,49 ------ 13 

ffew ~abire-.. ----·····• 12.00 ----- $14.81 23.31 50.12 18 3 19.50 --··-- $21.95 44.31 8;.76 13 1 
V""""'1t --- 30.00 ------ ------ 21.6; 51.65 17 2 30.00 ------ ------ 41.15 71.15 28 6 
Maasachuaetts--------·--•-- 6.00 44.89 ------ 18.32 ~t; 6 45 6.00. 80.16 ------ 34-82 120.98 l 48 
Rhode Ialand-----------.. ··• 8.00 46.8o ............ 19.98 4 28 14.00 48.36 ------ 37.98 100.34 4 24 
Cotm.ectieut••·····-···----- 8.00 49.50 ~-:----- 19.98 77.48 2 28 8.oo 42.96 _ ........... 37.98 88.94 9 41 

Middle Atlantic: 
New- York . 8.00 ------ ----- 19.98 27-98 45 28 17,50 ------ ............. 37.98 55.48 38 17 
lfev Jersey ---- 10.00 ------ ------ 16.65 26.65 46 33 15.00 ------ ------ 31,65 46.65 49 4o 
Pemia:,lvan 10.00 ............... ------ 16.65 26.65 46 33 10.00 ............. ------ 31.65 41.65 50 46 

East North Central: 
Ohio---- ----- 10.35 ............ ------ 23.31 33.66 39 16 10.35 ------ ----- 44.31 54.66 4o 20 
Indana----- --- 7.50 64,02 ........... 19.98 91.50 l 31 12.50 67.52 .. ......... 37.98 118.00 2 29 
Illlnois-----------. ------- 6.50 30.17 ------ 16.65 53-32 16 47 17.00 35.39 ------ 31.65 84.04 14 32 
Miol!.!e;aa ----- 5.6o ............ -35 19.98 25.93 50 4o 12,25 ------ -35 37.98 50.58 45 28 
llisaonsin 16.00 ------ -----· 19.98 35.98 37 14 16.oo ------ ............. 37.98 53-98 41 21 

West North Central; 
Minrlesota ......... 16.20 ------ ............... 16.65 32.85 4o 17 29.65 .. .......... ·----- 31.65 61.30 36 12 
Iowa---••••••••••••----••• 17.00 ------ ------ 19.98 36.98 34 ll 34.00 ------ ----- 37.98 71.98 26 4 
MiSBQUl'i•-••--••----------- 8.50 23.6o ----- 9,99 42.09 29 51 20.00 38.50 ---·-- 18.99 77-49 21 50 
Hortb Dakota--------'-----• 16.50 ............ -50 19.98 36.98 34 11 33.00 ------ .50 37-98 71,48 27 5 
Soutll Dakota-------------• 18.00 ------ ____ .,_ 

19.98 37.98 31 9 25.00 ------ ............. 37.98 62.98 35 ll 
1'eb!'Saka- B.oo 30.64 ------ 23.31 61.95 10 20 8.00 35.68 ............ 44.31 87.99 ll 23 - --- 6.50 45.57 ------ 16.65 68.72 7 47 u.75 49.29 ------ 31.65 92.69 7 44 

South Atlantic; 
Del.aware--------------·--..... 10.00 ------ ........... 16.65 26.65 46 33 10.00 ------ ------ 31.65 41.65 50 46 
Meley-land-----......................... 10.00 5.00 ------ 19.98 34-98 38 22 10.00 5.00 ------ 37.98 52.98 43 35 
District ot Columbia------- 22.00 ------ 1.00 19.98 42-98 28 7 32,00 ------ 1.00 37.98 70.98 29 7 
Virginia --- 10.00 38.28 ............. 19.98 68.26 8 22 10.00 33.99 ------ 37.98 81.97 16 35 
Wost Virgil>is---··----···- 20.00 23.10 ------ 23.31 66.41 9 6 24.oo 18.90 ------ 44.31 87.21 12 9 
North Carolina--•••••••""'""' .. ll.00 4o.70 ------ 23.31 75.01 3 15 11.00 1<2.84 ---·-- 44,31 98.15 5 19 
South CIU'Olina - 3.00 18.36 ............. 23.31 44.~ 25 38 7.00 28.0S ------ 44.31 79.39 18 26 
Geo-rgia---------··--····-· 5.00 21.06 ............ 21.65 47.71 20 33 7.50 26.50 ------ 41.15 75.15 23 32 
Florida--•-••' .......................... 5.25 ------ ............ 23.31 28.56 44 26 20.25 ------ ------ 44.31 64.56 34 10 

!last Sou.th Central: 
Kentuo!Q' - 5.00 15.20 ............ 23.31 43.51 27 27 5.00 16.70 ------ 44.31 66.0l 33 31 
'l'ennessee----· 9.50 ............. ------ 23.31 32.81 41 16 9.50 ------ ------ 44,31 53.81 42 22 
Alabolll&-------------------- 3.75 12.73 ------ 23.31 39.79 30 32 3.75 20.10 ------ 44.31 68.16 32 34 
Mieaieaippi ---- 7.o4 44.4o ----- 23.31 74-75 5 21 13.63 50.24 ------ 44.31 1o8.18 3 15 

W&st Sou.th Central: 
Arkansas 7.00 l8.6o ------ 21.65 47.25 21 25 16.00 23.56 ............ 41.15 8o.71 17 16 
Lou.isiaim. .... --- 3.00 ------ ............. 23.31 26.31 49 38 3.00 ------ ------ 44.31 47.31 li8 39 
Ql<W>o,B- ------ 28.o4 ------ ............... 21.65 49.69 19 4 37.76 ............ -•-.. -- 41.15 78,91 19 3 
Text.ii---•--•------.... - ............... 5.54 15.77 .. ----- 16.65 37-96 32 49 19.54 26.44 ------ 31.65 77.63 20 27 

Mountain: -ta ... ----- 5.00 35-57 ------ 19.98 60.55 11 43 10.00 4o.90 ------ 37.98 88.88 10 35 
Idobo ------- 17.50 ~---- ------- 19.98 37.48 33 10 17.50 ............ ------ 37.98 55.48 38 17 
W:,<)miaj;---••-----• ----•-••• 7.50 19.71> ------ 16.65 43.89 26 46 7.50 29.28 ------ 31.65 68.43 31 49 
Col~do--.. , ... .,.,...,,. ____________ 6.50 19.74 

____ .. _ 
19.98 46.22 24 37 8.00 29.27 ............ 37.98 75.25 22 41 

Neir Mexico--------------- 12.00 ------ ------ 19.98 31.96 42 19 21,00 ------ ------ 37.98 58.98 37 14 
Ari:i:.ozis----------------... --- 4.00 39.4o ..... -...... 16.65 6o.05 12 50 4.00 58.6o ------ 31.65 94,25 6 51 
Utah---------------------•- ,5.00 22.o6 ------ 19.98 47.o4 22 43 5.00 30.73 

_____ .. 
37.98 73.71 24 45 

lievad$--------------------- 5.50 29.03 ......... 19.98 54.51 15 41 5.50 28.54 ------ 37.98 72.02 25 43 
Pacific:: 

Wasb1.ngton---•-·• .. •--····-- 6.50 ------ 29.4o 21.65 57.55 14 1 6.50 .... , ........ 35.60 41.15 83.25 15 2 
Orego -------- 10.00 ------ ........ - 19.98 29.98 43 22 10,·00 .......... __ ,, ___ 

37.98 47.98 47 35 
California----.... ____ ., ............ 6.00 ............. 19.00 19.98 46.98 . 23 5 8.00 ------ 25.00 37-98 70,98 29 7 

Other Areas: 
Alaska.--------------------- 20.00 ------- ------ 16.65 36.65 36 13 20.00 ............ ------ 31,65 51.65 44 25 
Rava.ii----------------------· 8.55 ............. ------ 16.65 25.20 51 42 18.07 ------ ------ 31,65 49.72 46 30 

Average };_/--·------- $10.29 $29.79 $10.84 $20.05 $46.80 $14.62 $36.0S $14.07 $38.10 $72,77 

!/ The avere.ge fee ha$ been oQmPUted in each ca.te-gory on the be.sis of States tbat lev:y s tax in the category 

Heavy passenger oar (No. 3) 

Rank of State 

Reg_is- Property Other Ga.aol:lne Total, trstion taxes Total 'l'otal 
fee tax and fees tax fees and excluding 

taXE!.$ 
property 

tax 

$15.00 $64.0S $55.02 $134.10 --···· 13 18 
25.00 ------ $46.13 55.02 126.15 16 2 
30.00 ------ ------ 51.09 81.09 35 ll 
6.oo 173.15 ............ 43.23 222.38 l 48 

20.00 120.90 ------ 47.16 188.06 3 20 
8.00 107.41 ------ 47.16 162.57 8 44 

26.50 ............ ----- 47.16 73.66 38 14 
25.00 ------ ------ 39-30 64.30 43 25 
10.00 ------ ------- 39.30 49.30 51 47 

10.35 ------ ------ 55,02 65.37 41 23 
12.50 151-55 ------ 47.16 211.21 2 34 
22.00 78.97 --·--- 39.30 140.27 11 32 
16.45 ............. ,35 47.16 63.96 44 27 
16.00 ------ ------ 47.16 63.16 46 29 

69,35 -----· ------ 39-30 108.65 29 7 
63.00 ------ ~---· 47.16 110.16 28 6 
25.00 75.52 ------ 23.58 124.10 19 49 
66.oo ------ ,50 47.16 113.66 26 4 
50.00 ------ ------ 47.16 97.16 33 8 
8.00 81.83 ------ 55.02 144.85 10 30 

15.95 u6.50 ------ 39,30 171.75 5 43 

16.00 ------ ------ 39,30 55-30 50 42 
15.00 8.00 ------ 47.16 70.16 39 31 
32.00 ------ 1.00 47.16 8o.16 37 13 
10.00 71.50 ............. 47.16 128.66 14 39 
30.00 35-70 ------ 55.02 120.72 24 9 
16.00 94-55 ........... 55.02 165,57 7 17 

9.00 57.24 ------ 55,02 121.26 23 26 
15.00 58.50 ·----- 51,09 124.59 17 21 
25,25 ------ ------ 55.02 80.27 36 12 

5.00 39.o4 ------ 55.02 99.o6 32 33 
13.00 ------ ------ 55.02 68.02 4o 19 

3, 75 43.55 --·--- 55,02 102.32 31 36 
17.32 112.72 ............... 55.02 185.06 4 16 

22.00 53.63 ------- 51.09 126. 72 15 15 
3.00 ------ ------ 55.02 58.02 li8 37· 

70.57 ........... .. ........ - 51.09 121.66 21 3 
26.40 55-71 

__ ,. ___ 
39.30 121.41 22 22 

l0.00 92.48 ----·- 47.16 149.64 9 39 
17.50 ........... ------ 47.16 64.66 42 24 
7.50 61,50 

____ ,._ 
39-30 1o8.30 30 50 

10.55 61.51 --·--- 47.16 119.22 25 38 
35.00 ---·-- ............ 47.16 82.16 34 10 
4.00 123.00 -... ---- 39.30 166.30 6 51 
5.00 71.71 ------ 47.16 123.87 20 46 
5.50 71.83 .......... 47.16 124.49 18 45 

6.50 
___ ,. __ 

76-70 51.09 134.29 12 l 
10.00 -----· ------ 47.16 57.16 49 39 
8.oo ------ 56.00 47.16 111.16 27 5 

20.00 ------ .............. 39.30 59.30 47 35 
23.88 ------ ------ 39-30 63.18 45 26 

$20.25 $8o.o8 $30.11 $1,7.31 $HL93 



Table 5. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on a pickup truck, 5,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 4) 

Farm service Private operation 

Rank of State Renk or State 

State Regis- Property Other Gasoline Total, Regis- Property Other Gasoline Total, 
tration taxes Total Total tration taxes Total Total 

f'ee tax and f'ees tax fees and 
excluding fee tax and f'ees tax f'ees and excluding 

taxes 
property 

taxes property 
tax tax 

Nev Engl.and: 
$15.00 $33.Go Maine---------------------- $21.95 ----- $70-55 7 13 $15.00 $21.95 ----- $52-50 $89.45 17 21 

Nev Hampshire-------------- 2.00 
__ .., __ 

$2.oo 33.Go 37.Go 48 41 19.50 ----- $15.80 52.50 87.80 18 6 
Vermont-------------------- 30.00 ----- ----- 31.20 61.20 16 3 30.00 ----- ----- 48.75 78.75 28 9 
Massachusetts-------------- 12.00 ----- ----- 26.4o 38.4o 46 40 15.00 67.34 ----- 41.25 123.59 1 41 
Rhode Island-·------------- 18.00 5.00 ----- 28.80 51.80 29 17 18.00 44.46 ----- 45.00 107.46 5 28 
Connecticut--•------------- 15.00 23.46 ----- 28.80 67.26 9 26 15.00 42.96 ----- 45.00 102.96 8 34 

Middle Atlantic: 
Nev York------------------- 17.50 ----- ----- 28.80 46.30 35 18 25.00 ----- ----- 45.00 70.00 36 15 
Nev Jersey----------------- 15.00 ----- 1.00 24.oo 40.00 43 36 30.00 ----- l.00 37.50 68.50 39 19 
Pennsylvania--------------- 16.50 

__ ,... __ ----- 24.oo 4o.50 42 35 16.50 ----- ----- 37.50 54.oo 51 46 
East North Central: 

Ohio----------------------- 20.25 ----- ----- 33.60 53.85 26 8 44.65 ----- ----- 52.50 97.15 11 1 
Indiana-------------------- 15.50 35.76 ----- 28.80 80.o6 2 23 15.50 52.27 ----- 45.00 112.77 2 33 
Illinois------------------- 20.00 20.23 ----- 24.oo 64.23 13 24 20.00 29.24 ----- 37.50 86.74 19 37 
Michigan------------------- 18.00 ----- .35 28.80 47.15 34 15 18.00 ----- .35 45.00 63.35 42 27 
Wisconsin------------------ 10.00 ----- ----- 28.80 38.80 44 37 35.00 ----- ----- 45.00 80.oo · 25 7 

West North Ceotral: 
Minnesota------------------ 24.20 ----- ----- 24.00 48.20 33 14 26.50 ----- ----- 37.50 64.oo 41 23 
Iowa----------------------- 25.00 ........... ----- 28.80 53.80 27 9 25.00 ----- ----- 45.00 70.00 36 15 
Missouri------------------- 15.00 16.12 ----- 14.4o 45.52 38 50 15.00 24.68 ----- 22,50 62.18 45 51 
North Dakota--------------- 21.00 ----- .50 28.80 50.30 31 10 21.00 ----- .50 45.00 66.50 4o 22 
South Dakota--------------- 26.25 

__ ., __ 
----- 28.80 55.05 24 7 26.25 ----- ----- 45,00 71.25 35 14 

Nebraska------------------- 8.00 13.11 ----- 33.6o 54.71 25 29 17.50 31.02 ----- 52.50 101.02 9 15 
Kansas--------------------- 8.50 36.72 ----- 24.oo 69.22 8 49 15.00 52.55 ----- 37,50 105.05 7 48 

South Atlantic: 
Delswsre------------------- 11.50 ----- ----- 24.00 35.50 50 li6 17.50 ----- .. -.. -- 37.50 55.00 49 43 
Maryland------------------- 12.00 5.00 ---·- 28.80 45.80 37 32 12.00 5.00 ----- 45.00 62.oo 46 39 
District of Columbia•------ ----- .......... _ ----- ----- ----- ---- ---- 44.oo ----- 1.00 45.00 90.00 14 3 
Virginia---------- ---- -- --- 12.00 16.20 ----- 28.80 57.00 22 32 12.00 28.97 ---·- 45,00 85.97 21 39 
West Virginia-----------·-- 22.50 11.10 ----- 33.6o 67.20 10 6 22.50 14.70 

__ ,.. __ 
52.50 89.70 16 11 

North Carolina---------•--- 11.00 31.98 ----- 33.Go .16.58 3 21 21.00 31.98 ----- 52.50 105.48 6 1.3 
South Carolina------------- 11.00 20.52 33.60 65.12 l2 21 11.00 20.52 ----- 52.50 84.02 22 25 
Georgia-----·-------------- 5.00 24.51 ----- 31.20 60.71 19 45 5.00 26.50 --...... - 48.75 80.25 24 47 
Florida-------------------- 27.25 ---- ------ 33.Go 60.85 18 5 27.25 ----- .... _ .. _ 52.50 79.75 26 8 

East South Central: 
Kentucky------------------- 5.00 13.50 ----- 33.6o 52.10 28 39 10.50 16.09. ----- 52,50 79.09 27 28 
Tennessee-••----------- .... --- 16.00 

___ .,._ ----- 33.6o 49.6o 32 11 25.00 
____ ... 

----- 52.50 77.50 30 10 
Alabama·----•-•------•----- 15.50 11.34 ----- 33.6o Go.44 20 12 15.50 18.09 ----- 52.50 86.09 20 20 
Mississippi-~-------------- 8.oo 21.05 ----- 33.6o 62.65 15 29 11.00 45.30 ----- 52.50 lo8.80 4 25 

West South Central: 
Arkansas------------------- 15.00 20.15 ----- 31.20 66.35 11 20 15.00 20.15 ----- 48.75 83.90 23 24 
Louisiana------------------ 3.00 ----- ----- 33.Go 36.6o 49 43 10.00 ----- ----.. 52.50 62.50 43 30 
0klsham------------------• 10.10 ----- .,. ____ 

31.20 41.30 41 31 20.50 ----- .............. 48.75 69.25 38 18 
Texas-----------------··--- 11.00 3.14 

..,.., ___ 
24.oo 38.14 47 47 22.00 16.8o 

_.., ___ 
37.50 76.30 32 35 

Mountain: 
Montana-------------------- 14.oo 29.66 ":'---- 28.80 72.li6 6 27 16.00 40.0l ---·- 45.00 101.01 10 32 
Idaho--------•------------- 17.50 ----- ----- 28.80 46.30 35 18 17.50 ----- ----- 45.00 62.50 43 30 
Wyoming----•-••·----------. 10.00 2l.o6 ----- 24.oo 55.o6 23 48 10.00 21.06 5.00 37.50 73.56 34 48 
Colorado------------------- 8.50 21.07 ----- 28.80 58.37 21 42 10.25 21.07 ----- 45.00 76.32 31 42 
New Mexico----------·•-···· 14.oo ----- ------ 28.80 42.80 4o 27 14.oo ----- .... ,.. __ 45.00 59.00 47 36 
Arizona•------------------ 16.Go 42.20 ----- 24.oo 82.80 l 34 16.6o 42.20 ----- 37.50 96.30 12 45 
Utah•---------------------- 7.50 14.72 ----- 28.80 51.02 30 44 7.50 26.00 ----- 45.00 78.50 29 li8 
Nevada--------------·-·---- 18.25 16.23 

___ .. .., 
28.80 63.28 14 16 18.25 22.63 25.00 45.00 110.88 3 5 

Pacific: 
Washington-----------------. 11.25 

__ .., __ 
30.95 31.20 73.4o 5 2 16.00 .,._..,._.,. 30.95 48.75 95.70 13 2 

Oregon--------------------- 10.00 ----- ----- 28.80 38.80 44 37 10.00 .,.._., __ ----- 45.00 55.00 49 43 
California----------------- 22.00 ----- 23.00 28.80 73.80 4 1 22.00 _.,. ... ,..._ 23.00 45.00 90.00 14 3 

Other Areas: 
Alaska----•---------------•• 20.00 ---- ... 

__ .., __ 
24.oo 44.oo 39 24 20.00 ----- ----- 37.50 57.50 48 37 

l!awaii•-----------·-··------ 37.00 .-.---- --........ 24.00 61.00 17 4 37.00 ----- ----- 37.50 74.50 33 12 

Average l/ --------------------- $15.10 $19.83 $9.63 $28.90 $55.07 $19.22 $30.14 $11.40 $45.15 ~1.74 

lf The average fee has been computed in each category on the basis of States that levy a tax in the category. 
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Table 6. - l,l.oad-user and personal-property taxes on a stake truck, 15,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 5) 

rarm.s~ Private operation 

Ra.Dk of Sta.te Rank of State 

State Regia .. Prop- other Gaso- Total,- Regis- Prop- - Mileage Gaso- Total, Regis- Prop-
tratton erty taxes line Total Tot.al. tration erty taxes or ton- line T"otal- Total tration ..-ty 

£ee taX and f'ees taX -·- e:z;cl. 
:roe tax and tees mi.ii! tax tax fees and e:rel. tee tax - prop. - ·prop. 

tax tax 

xev Eoglend: 
$38.00 Maine---- ~3.00 $38.00 ------ $36-9'2 $ll9.9',! 9 13 $80.oo $36.oo ----· -·--- $98.84 $216.84 n 13 $80.00 

l!Olf JlompshiN--------- 25.00 ------ $2.oo ·- 36.9'2 65.9'2 40 28 90.00 ------- $27.36 ------ 98.84 216.20 l2 5 90.00 -----
Vermont••-------•••-• 32-00 ------ ----- 36.14 68.14 36 26 164.25 .............. ------ ----- 91.ts 256.03 2 2 164.25 

_,. ___ 
Masholi\lsetts-------- 12.00 93.00 ------ 30.58 135.58 5 49 45.00 llll.64 ----- ___ .,,_ 

77.66 241.30 6 38 45.00 Ull.64 
Rhode lsland--------- 18.oo 12.00 ----- 33.36 63;36 42 39 60.oo 59.28 --·--- ............ 84.72 204.oo 17 29 60.oo 59,28 
Connecticut•--------- 45.00 53-48 ------ 33.36 1.31.84 7 16 4;.oo 73.79 ----- ·----- 84.72 _203.51 18 34 45;00 73.79 

Middle Atlantic: 
lfelriork - 52.50 ------ ----- 33.36 85.86 25 ll 75.00 ----- ------ --- 84.72 159-72 ;ill 22 75.00 ·--·-
BOif J01'801•-----•----- 37.50 ........ _ 1.00 21.ao 66.30 39 27 75.00 ------ 1.00 ------ 70.60 146.60 ~ 26 75.00 ------
PeDDSY1van1a-------· 55.00 ---- --·-- 21.ao 82.ao 27 l2 55.00 ----- ·---- ------- 70.60 125.60 37 55.00 -----East ltortb Oeutral.: 

38.92. Ohio•--------·-·····- 38.55 ----- ------ 77-47 32 l8 91..55 ------ ·-~---- ------- 98.84 190.39 20 ll 91.55 ---Imt1ane-------------- 35.50 53.55 ------ 33.36 122.41 8 23 35.50 78.26 ............ ............ 84.72 198.liS 19 42 35.50 78.26 lllinois------·---- 106.oo 30.28 ----- 21.ao 164.08 l 2 106.00 43.77 ----- ----- 70.6o 220.37 10 16 1o6.oo 43.77 
Michigan -- 29.00 ------- .35 33.36 62.71 44 31 63.80 

_,. ___ 
,35 ............ 84.72 1li8.87 37 25 63.80 -----· 

Wisconsin------------- 41.25 ____ .... ------ 33.36 74.61 34 19 165.00 -.......... ............ --........ 84.72 249. 72 5 3 165.00 ------West llorth Cen.tral: - 36.ao ----- ---- 27.80 64.60 41 29 63.25 ------ ------ ............. 70.60 133.85 45 33 63.25 -------- 120.00 ---- ............ 33.36 153.36 3 l 120.00 ----- ------ ------ 84.72 204.72 16 9 120.00 ------Missouri 20.00 42.48 ............. 16.68 79.16 29 50 20.00 42.liS ----- ---·- 42.36 104.84 51 51 50.00 42.liS 
Borth Dakota------- 38.00 ----- .50 33.36 71.86 35 21 38.00 ------ 32.50 ............. 84.72 155.22 36 23 38.00 ............. 
South Dakota-------•- 77.50 ---·-- ............ 33.36 ll0.86 l2 5 77.50 ----- 125.00 ------ ::t 287.22 1 1 77-.50 ............. -- 12.00 19.67 ------ 38-92 70.59 36 41 106.25 46.54 ------ ------ 251.63 4 7 lo6.25 46.54 
Kansas ..................... ____ 15.00 46.15 .............. 27.80 88.95 19 li8 50.00 66.03 ------- .. ........... 70.60 186.63_ 22 4o 50.00 66.03 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware -- 31.75 ------ ------ 27.80 59.55 47 36 63.50 ------- ----- ----- 70.60 134.10 44 32 63.50 ------

·-i)t--= of Columbia--
13.00 7.00 ----· 33-36 53.36 49 46 35.00 15.00 ------ ............. 84.72 l;iil.72 43 43 35.00 15.00 ............. ----- ------ ............ ------- ------ ------ 60.oo ----- 1.00 ------ 84.72 145.72 39 27 60.oo ------

Virginia••••••----•---- 25.50 18.90 ------- 33-36 17.76 31 38 25.50 50.16 ----... - ------ 84.72 160.38 33 47 25.50 50.16 
West Virginia•-·---·---- 30.00 17.44 ------ 38.9'2 86.36 23 22 54.oo 23.10 ........... ............ 98.84 175.!)4 26 24 54.oo 23.10 
Borth- Carolina-------· 53.50 47.89 ............ 38.92 140.31 4 9 106.00 47.89 ------ ------ 98.84 252.73 3 8 173.50 47.89 
South Carolin&-•-•---- 76.00 39.96 ------ 38.92 154.00 2 4 76.00 · 39.96 ----- ............ 98.84 214.80 13 17 76.00 39.96 
Georgia------ . ------ 15.00 35.61 ------ 36.14 86.75 21 4o 15.00 38.50 ------ ------ 91.78 145.28 41 48 30.00 38.50 
Florida 64.05 -----· ............ 38.9'2 102.97 16 7 64.05 ----- ---·-- ------ 98.84 162.89 32 21 64.05 ------

East South Central: 
Ken"t"ucey-------------- 5.00 18.25 --·-- 38.9'2 62.17 46 47 36.50 21.75 ............. ------ !)8.84 157.09 35 3l 36.50 21.75 
Tennessee••·····-··-·- 70.00 ------ -·--- 38.9'2 108.9'2 13 6 125.00 ------ ------ ----- 98.84 223.84 9 4 200.00 42.26 
Aleboma----•-------- 23.00 14.70 ----- 36.9'2 76.62 33 34 23.00 23.45 ----- ------ 98.84 145.29 4o 39 23.00 23.45 
Missisisippi•---------- 35.00 37.08 ---- 38.92 lll.00 ll 20 65.00 61.45 ------ ............ 98.84 225.29 8 20 128.00 61.45 

West South Central: 
Arkansas•------------ 45.00 26.04 ------ 36.14 107 .18 14 15 53.00 26.04 ............ ------ 91.78 170.82 28 28 53,00 15,01 
Loui&iana 10.00 ---·- ------ 36.9'2 li8.9',! 50 43 80.oo ·----- ------ ------ 98.84 178.84 24 13 160.00 ------
Oklahoma 22.90 ............ -----.. 36.14 59.04 48 37 95.50 ------ ------ ------ 91.78 187.28 21 12· 95.50 ............ 
?exas 53.63 5.50 ............ 27.ao 86.93 20 14 107.25 29.14 ............ ------ 70.60 206.99 15 15 107.25 29.14 

Mrulltsin: 
Montana------•-·------ 14.40 56.41 ------- 33.36 104.17 15 45 32.00 69.36 ------ ------ 84.72 186:0S 23 46 32.00 69.36 
Idabo•--··--·-----•-• 35-.00 ------ ----- 33-36 68.36 37 24 35.00 ............. ............ ............ 84.72 119.72 50 43 35.00 ............ 
Wy,,,,.ing------•·•·•-•- 20.00 36.liS ............ 27.ao 80.28 26 44 20.00 36."8 15.00 ------ 70.60 142.0S 42 49 20.00 36."8 
Col.ol'ado--------·· .. -· 16.60 36.48 ------ 33.36 86.44 22 42 19.00 36.liS ............. $92.64 84.72 232.84 7 10 19.00 36.liS 
New MexiClo---- 29.95 ----- ----- 33.36 63.31 43 30 44.90 ------- ............. ............... 84.72 129.62 46 35 44,90 ------
Arizona 33.00 73.00 

.... __ 
21.ao 133.80 6 35 33.00 73-00 ----- ---- 70.60 176.60 25 50 33.00 73.00 

Utah - 35.00 24.53 ------ 33.36 92.89 18 24 35.00 43,34 ------ ------ 84.72 163.06. 31 43 35.00 43.34 
New 28.SO 18.70 -------- 33.36 80.86 28 33 28.80 26.0S 25.00 --·--- 64.72 164.60 30 30 28,ao 26.0S 

Pacific: 
Washingto 21.50 ............ 43.80 36.14 101.44 17 B 36.50 ------ 43.80 ............. 91.78 172.0S 27 18 36.50 ------
Oregon ........................ - .... - 29.00 ------ ------- 33.36 62.36 45 32 50.00 ---·-- 78.00 84.72 212.72 14 6 50.00 ............ 
California------------ "8.oo ------ 36.00 33.36 117.36 10 3 48.oo ----·- 36.00 ------ 84.72 168. 72 29 19 48.oo ------

Other Areas: 
Aleska----•--------·-- 50-00 ----- ------- 21.ao 77-80 30 17 50.00 .......... . .......... ............ 70.60 120.60 49 4o 50.00 ------ll&vaii ............................. _ 58.10 ----- ------ 21.ao 85.90 24 10 58.10 ----- ------ ............. 70.60 128.70 47 36 58.10 ------

Averege y------·-·-·--· $37.65 $34-71 $13.94 ,$33.47 $90.84 $62.76 $47.23 $30.70 $85-32 .$85-00 $181.20 $69.24 $46.64 

!/ Thf!' -average fee bas been 11:omputed i.a. eaeh category on -tl:te basis of States. tb8-t levy a tax in the ce.tegory. 

Contract can-1er 

Rank of State 

other Carrier Mileage Gaso- Total, taxes taxes or ton- Une Total Total 
and f'ees and tees mile tax tax f'ees and eXol. 

taxes prop. 
tax 

$30.00 ----- ---·- $1.61>.71 $312,71 15 20 
$27.36 3.00 --·--- 164.71 285.07 21 lll ------ ----- ------ 152.95 317.20 l2 9 ------- 5.00 ------ 129.42 298.06 20 41 -----· 5.00 -----· 141.18 265.46 27 33 ---·-- 10.00 ------ 141.18 269.97 23 35 

............. ---·- ------ 141.18 216.18- 39 31 
1.00 ------ ------ u7.65 193.65 42 37 ............ ----- ------ 117.65 172.65 50 47 

------ 20.00 ------ 164.71 276.26 22 19 ............ 12.00 ............ 141.18 266.94 25 39 ------ ------ ----- ll7.65 267-11-2 24 30 
.35 10.00 $40.oo 141.18 255.33 30 23 ----- 10.00 ------ 141.18 316.18 13 10 

-·--- 12.50 ........... 117.65 193.40 43 38 ............. ------ ------ 141.18 261.18 29 22 ----- 25.00 ------ 7(l.59 188.07 46 51 
32.50 55.00 .. .......... l<l.18 266.68 26 21 

125.00 10.00 ------ 141.18 353.68 7 4 
------- 15.00 ------ ::~ 332.50 10 17 ............. 10.00 ............ 243.68 35 42 

------ ----- ------ 117.65 181.15 47 4o ------ ----- ------ 141.18 191.18 44 43 
1.00 ------ ------ 141.18 202.18 4o 34 ----- ............. ........... ,,, 141.18 216.84 38 49 ............ 7.75 ----·- 164.71 209.56 32 28 ----- ------ ------ 164.71 386.10 4 6 ------- 100.00 ............. 164.71 380.67 5 5 ---·-- 25.00 ------ 152.95 246.45 34 32 

------ LOO 100.00 164.71 329.76 11 8 

------ 87.00 ------ 164. 71 309.96 17 15 ----- 12.50 ----- 164.71 419.47 3 3 ------ ............ 100.00 164.71 31l.l6 16 16 
13.00 ------ ------ 164.71 367.16 6 13 

------ 5.00 ------ 152,95 225.96 36 29 ------ 10.00 ------ 164.71 334.71 9 7 ____ ,.,_ 
2.25 --·--- 152.95 250.70 31 24 .. ,.. ....... ll.00 ---...... u7.65 265.04 28 27 

------ 66.50 ............. 141.18 309.04 18 26 ............. ------ ----- 141.18 176.18 48 43 
5.00 10.00 ------ 117.65 189.13 45 50 

------- ------ 154,40 14l.18 351.06 8 ll 
10.00 ............. _.,. ____ 

141.18 196.08 41 36 ----- 284.50 ----- 117.65 508.15 l 2 __ ,._ .......... ------ 141.18 219,52 37 43 .. ---- 119.10 ----- 141.18 315.16 14 14 

43.80 16.00 .............. 152.95 249-25 33 25 ------ ll5.00 ------ 141.18 3a6.l8 19 l2 
36.00 223.17 ------ 141.18 4"8.35 2 l 

------ ------ ----- 117.65 167.65 51 48 ............ ------ ------ u7.65 175.75 49 46 

$26.82 $41.51 $98.60 $141.64 $275-13 



.... 
0- Table 7. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on a single-unit van truck, 19,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 6) 

Private operation Contract carrier 

Rank of State Rank of State 
State Regis• Prop- Other Mileage Gaso- 'l'otal Total, Regis- Prop- Other Carrier Mileage Gaso- 'l'otal Total, tration erty taxes or ton- line Total tration erty taxes taxes or ton- line Total 

fee tax and ·fees mile tax tax fees excl. fee tax and fees and fees mile tax tax fees exel. 
and prop. and prop. 

taxes tax taxes tax 

New England: 
$125,00 $48.70 $140.oo $313.70 $125.00 $48.70 $30.00 $233,31 $437.01 16 Maine---------------~------ ------ ------ 9 15 ------ ------ 21 

New Hampshire-------------- u4.oo ------ $35.06 ------ 140.00 289.06 15 9 uli.oo ------ $35.06 3.00 ------ 233.31 385.37 27 23 
Vermont•------------------- 222.30 ------ ------ 130.00 352.30 5 3 222.30 ------ ------ ------ ------ 216.65 438.95 14 11 
Massachusetts--------------. 57.00 118.64 -----· ------ 110.00 285.64 16 45 57.00 118.64 ------ 5.00 ------ 183.32 363.96 35 48 
Rhode Ialand------------·•· 76.00 105,30 ------ ------ 120.00 301.30 13 29 76.00 105.30 ------ 5.00 ------- 199.98 386.28 26 35 
Connecticut---------------• 57.00 1oa.34 ------ ------ 120.00 285.34 17 40 57.00 1oa.34 ------ 10.00 ------ 199.98 375,32 28 39 

Middle Atlantic: 
New York------------•···-- 95.00 ------- ------ $67.50 120.00 282.50 20 12 95.00 ------ ------ ------ $112.50 199.98 407.48 20 16 
New Jersey----------------- 90.00 ------ 1.00 ------ 100.00 191,00 44 32 90.00 ------ 1.00 ------. ------ 166.65 257.65 47 44 
P.ellIISylvania-----------.--- 90.00 ------ ------ ------ 100.00 190.00 45 34 90.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 166.65 256.65 48 45 

East North Central: 
Ohio----------------------- 143.95 

__ "" ___ ------ ------ 140.oo 283.95 19 10 143.95 ................ ------ 20.00 ------ 233.31 · 397.26 22 18 
Indiana•---------······-·-- 50.50 108.75 ------ ---·-- 120.00 279.25 22 43 50.50 108.75 ------ 12.00 ------ 199.98· 371.23 30 43 
Illinois--------•---------- 159.00- 79.16 . ------ ------ 100.00 338.16 6 17 159.00 79.16 ------ ------ ------ 166.65 404.81 21 30 
Michigap------------------ 101.ao ,35 ------ 120.00 228.15 36 24 107.ao ------ .35 10.00 50.00 199.98 368.13 32 25 
Wisconsin.-------····------- 215.00 ------ ------ ------ 120.00 335.00 7 4 215.00 ------ ------ 10.00 ------ .199-98 424.$8 18 · 13 

West North Central: 
Minnesota--------··-····--- 84.25 ------ ------ ------ 100.00 184.25 46 36 84.25 -----· ------ 12.50 ------ 166.65 263.40 45 42 
Iowa--------------•-------• 190.00 ------ ------ 120.00 310.00 11 5 190.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 199.98 389.98 24 19 
Missouri------------------- ao.oo 55,46 ------ ------ 6o.oo 195.46 42 51 ao.oo 55.46 ------ 25.00 ------ 99.99 26o.45 46 51 
North Dakota--------------- 46.25 ------ 40.50 ------ 120.00 206.75 40 27 46.25 ------ 40.50 55.00 ------ 199.98 341,73 . 37 28 
South· Dakota--------------- 90.00 ------ 185,00 ------ 120.00 395.00 l 1 90.00 ------ 185.00 10.00 ------ 199.98 484.98 9 6 
Bebraska--•"--------------- 165.00 57.01 ------ ------ 14o.oo 362.01 4 7 165.00 57.01 ------ 15.00 · ------ 233.31 470.32 12 14 
Kansas-------------•-··---- 75.00 115.32 ------ ------ 100.00 290.32 14 42 75.00 115.32 ------ 10.00 ---·- 166.65 366.97 33 46 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware.,.------------------ 81.90 ------ ------ 100.00 181.90 47 38 81.90 ------ ------ ------ ------ J.66;65 248.55 49 47 
Maryland------------•-·---- 75.00 20.00 ------ ------ 120.00 215.00 39 30 75.00 20.00· ------ ------ ------ 199.98 2~.98 42 36 
District 01' Columbia----.--- 74.oo ------ · 1.00 -·---- 120.00 195.00 43 30 74.oo ------ 1.00 ------ ------ 199.98 274.98 43 36 
Virginia-------. --------- 45.6o 64.28 ------ ------ 120.00 229.88 35 46 73.15 64.~ ------ ------ ------ 199.98 337.41 38 38 
West Virgin.is-------------- 95.50 27.30 ------ ------ 140.oo 262.ao 27 21 95.50 27.30 ------ 12.25 ------ 233.31 368.36 31 29 
Borth Carolina---.---------- 153.00 76.50 ------ ----- 140.oo 369.50 3 8 267.00 76.50 ------ ------ ------ 233.31 576.81 3 5 
South Carolina----------•-- 91.00 45.36 ------ ------ 140.00 276.36 24 23 91.00 45.36 ------ 150.00 ------ 233.31 519.67 6 8 Georgia----_: ______________ 25.00 46.oo ------ ------ 130.00 201.00 41 48 42.50 46.oo ------ 25.00 ------ 216.65 330.15 39 34 
Florida-------------------- 84.95 ----- ------ ------ 140.oo .224,95 37 25 84.95 ------ ------ 1.00 250.00 233.31 569.26 4 l 

East South Central: 
Kentucky-.----------------- 112.50 23,84 .25 ------ 140.oo 276.59 23 18 45,50 23.84 ------ 126.oo ------ 233.31 428.65 17 17 
Tennessee-•-··------------- 24o.oo ------ ------ ------ l4o.OO 380.00 2 2 315.00 54.15 ------ 12.50 ------ 233.31 614.96 2 3 
Alabama------------------- 50.50 29.48 ------ ............... 140.oo 219.98 38 33 50.50 29.48 ------ ------ 125.00 233.31 438.29 15 15 
Mississippi•--------------- 95.00 75.11 ------ ------ 140.oo 310.11 10 22 188.00 75.11 13.00 ------ ------ 233.31 509.42 7 12 

West South Central: 
Arkansas------------------- 67.00 34.41 ------ ------- 130.00 231.41 34 28 67.00 19.25 ------ 5.00 ------ 216.65 307.90 41 33 
Louisiana------------------ 120.00 ------ ............... _ ------ 140.oo 26o.oo 28 16 240.00 ------ ------ 10.00 ------ 233.31 483.31 10 7 Oklahoma------------------- 145.50 ------ ------ ------ 130.00 275.50 25 14 145.50 ------ ------ 2.25 ------ 216.65 364.40 34 26 
TeXB$•------------•-------- 146.30 38.46 ------ ------ 100.00 284.76 18 19 146.30 38.46 ------ 11.00 ------ 166.65 362.41 36 31 

Mountain: 
Montana------------------- 50.00 88.93 ----·- ------ 120.00 258.93 29 44 50.00 88.93 ------ 73,00 ------ 199.98 411.91 19 32 
IdshD•"•----·•-•----•------ 40.oo -----.- ----... - ------ 120.00 16o.oo 50 47 55.00 ------ ~---•-- 119.00 199.98 373.98 29 24 
WyamiDg-•--•-•------•••--- '30,00 46.74 . 5.00 86.40 100.00 268.14 26 26 30.00 46,74 5.00 ------ 144.oo 166.65 392.39 23 27 
CQlorado------------------- 19.00 46.75 

___ ,.. __ 
144.48 120.00 330.23 8 11 19.00 46,75 ------ ------ 240.ao 199.98 506.53 8 10 

New Mexico----------------- 55.40 ------ ------ ------ 120.00 175.40 49 41 55.40 ------· 10.00 ------ ----.. - 199.98 265.38 44 40 
ArizQna------------------- 54.05 93.4o ------ ------ 100:00 247,45 30 49 54.05, 93.4o ------ 317.00 ------ 166.65 631.10 l 4 Utah•---------•--•---•--•- 65.00 55.16. ------ ------ 120.00 240.16 32 35 65.00 55.16 ------ ------ ------ 199,98 320.14 40 41 
Nevada--------- ·---------- 38.40 50.J.8 25;00 ------ 120.00 233.58 33 37 38.40 50.18 ------ 151.6o ------ 199.98 440.16 13 19 

Pacific: 
Washington----------------- 76.50 ------ 75,4o ------ 130,00 281.90 21 13 76.50 ------ 75,40 18.00 ------ 216.65 386.55 25 22 
Oregon----•-·•------------ 6o.oo ------ , .. _____ 

127.50 120.00 307,50 12 6 6o.oo ------ ------ ------ 212,50 199.98 472.48 11 9 
Cslifornia------ ----------- 75.00 ------ 47.00 ------ 120.00 242.00 31 20 75.00 ------- 47.00 247.00 --·--- 199.98 568.98 5 2 

Other Areas: 
Alaska-------------------- 50.00 ------ ------ ------ 100.00 150.00 51 50 50.00 ------ ------ ----- ------ 166.65 216.65 51 50 
llawsii-•------------------ 77.30 ------ ------ ------ 100.00 177.30 li8 39 77.30 ------ ------ ------ ___ ... __ 

166.65 243.95 50 49 

Average·!/----•------------- $92,68 · ,$63~79 $37.78 $lo6.47 $120.39 $262.09 $100.42 $62.87 $37.57 $46.47 $156.73 $200.63 $3~.37 

!/ The average fee has been cmputed in each category on the basis of States· that levy a tax in the category. 



Table 8. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on a single-unit, three-axle dump truck, 
40, 000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 7) 

Private operation 

Rank of State 

State other 
Mileage 

Reghtra- Property 
taxes· and 

or Gasoline Total, 
tion fee tax ton-mile tax Total Total excluding 

fees tax fees and property 
taxes tax 

New England: 
Maine----------------- $321.00 $173.14 ------ ------ $525,00 $1,019.14 11 20 
New Hampshire--------- 240.oo 

___ ,.. __ 
$124.66 ------- 525.00 889.66 26 15 

Vel'DIOnt--------------- 500,00 ------ ------ ------ li.87. 50 987,50 15 7 
Massachusetts--------- 120.00 285.38 ------ ------ 412.50 817.88 37 48 
Rhode Island•--------- 200.00 234.00 ------ ------ 450.00 884.oo 27 36 
Connecticut----------- 200.00 318.49 ------ ------ 450.00 968.49 16 36 

Middle Atlantic: 
450.00 New York-------------- 200,00 ------ ------ $187.50 837-50 33 22 

New Jersey------------ 240.oo ------ 1.00 ------ 375.00 616.00 47 42 
Pennsylvania---------- 252.00 ------ ------ ------ 375,00 627.00 46 41 

East North Central: 
Ohio------------------ 440.6o ------ ------ 150.00 525.00 1,115.6o 7 4 
Indiana•-------------- 200.50 350.11 ------ ------ 450.00 1,000.61 14 35 
Illinois--•----------- 640.oo 153.66 ------ ------ 375.00 1,168.66 4 6 
Michigan-------~------ 389.25 ------ .35 ------ 450,00 839,6o 32 21 
Wisconsin------------- 475.0.0 ------ ------

___ .,. __ 
450.00 925,00 20 12 

West North Central: 
Minnesota------------- 443.90 ------ ------ ------ 375.00 818.90 36 24 
Iowa------------------ 465.00 ------ ------ ------ 450.00 915.00 22 14 
Missouri-------------- 100.00 198.24 25.00 ------ 225,00 5Ji.8,24 50 50 
North Dakota---------- 385.00 ------ .50 ------ 450.00 835,50 34 23 
South Dakota---------- 407.50 ------ 465.00 ------ 450.00 1,322.50 1 l 
Nebraska-----~-------- 440.00 112.85 ------ ------ 525.00 1,077.85 9 8 
Kllnsas---------------- 150.00 299,46 ------ ------ 375.ob 824.46 35 49 

South Atlantic: 
Delavare-------------- 178.50 ------ ------ ------ 375.00 553.50 48 45 
Maryland-------------- 200.00 50.00 ------ ------ 450.00 700.00 43 36 
District of Columbia-- 202.00 ------ 1.00 ------ 450.00 653.00 44 3~ 
Virginia•-··•--------- 180.00 228.54 1,00 ------ 6oo.oo 1,009.54 13 28 
West Virginia--------- 284.50 71,40 1,00 ------ 525.00 881.90 29 25 
North Carolina-------- 321.00 168.30 ------ ------ 525.00 1,014.30 12 19 
South Carolina-------- 211,00 173.88 1.00 ------ 525,00 910.88 24 31 
Georgia--------------- 55,00 200.10· 1,00 ------ 487,50 743.6o 40 47 
Florida--------------- 190.55 ------ ------ ------ 525.00 715.55 42 32 

)!:ast South Central: 
Kentucky-------------- -450.50 65,56 .25 ------ 675.00 1,191;31 3 3 
Tennessee------------- 435.00 ------ ------ ------ 525,00 96o.oo 18 9 
Al.abaJDa---- --- - - - -- - -- 50.50 210.38 ------ ------ 525.00 785.88 38 43 
Mississippi----------- 272.00 238,36 ------ ------ 525.00 1,035.36 10 27 

West South Central: 
Arkansas----•-•··----- 200.00 52,70 ------ ------ 487.50 74o.20 41 . 33 
Louisiana--••··------- 240.oo · ------ ------ ------ 525.00 765.00 39 30 
Oklahoma-------------• 395.50 ------ ------ ------ 487.50 883.00 28 16 
Texas----------------- 396.00 14o.36 ------ ------ 375.00 911.36 23 29 

M:mntain: 
Montana--------------- 400.oo 317. 70 ------ ------ 450.00 1,167.70 5 18 
Idaho·---------------- 100,00 ------ ------ 399.00 450.00 949.00 19 10 
W;yoniing-----•--------- 30.00 166.20 5.00 389,57 375.00 965.77 17 26 
Colorado--•----------- 19,00 166.21 ------ 588.36 450.00 1,223.57 2 5 
New Maxico------------ 198.00 ------ ------ ------ 450.00 648.oo 45 4o 
Arizona--------------- 189.00 332.6o ------ ------ 375.00 896.6o 25 44 
Utah------------------ 200.00 196.21 ------ ------ 450.00 846.21 31 36 
Nevada------•••------- 86.50 178.84 391.95 ------ 450.00 1,107.29 8 11 

Pacific: 
Washington----·------- 476.50 ------ 190.50 

_.,. ____ 
487. 50 1,154.50 6 2 

Oregon---------------- 110,00 ------ 36o.oo ------ 450.00 920.00 21 13 
California------------ 275.00 ------ 152.00 ------ 450.00 877.00 30 17 

other Areas: 
Alaska---------------- 100.00 ------ ------ ------ 375.00 475.00 51 50 
Hawaii---------------- 173.64 ------ ------ ------ 375,00 5Ji.8,64 49 46 

Average lJ-~------------- $263.32 $195,49 $101.25 $342,89 $457,35 $887,70 

1,_/ The average fee has been computed in each category on th, basis of States that levy a tax in the category. 
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Table 9. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on the tractor and the semitrailer oI a three-axle combination, 
40,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 8), in private operation 

state 

New England: 
Maine••······-·--·-·-·-------------
New Hampshire----------------------
Vermont-----------------------------
Massachusetts-------------·--------
Rhode Island-----------------------
Co1U1ecticut-----------------------·-

Middle Atlantic: 
New York---------------------------
New Jersey-------------------------
Pe1U1sylvania------------------~-----

Ee.st North Central: 
Ohio--------------------- ---------
Indiana----------------------------
Illinois-----------------------·---
M:l.chigan---------------------------
W1scons1n---------------------------

West North Central.: 
Minnesota •-----------------------Iowa------------------------------
Missouri-------------- ----- ----- ---
North Dakota-----------------------
South Dakota-----------------------
Nebraska---------------------------
Kansas-----------------·------------

South Atlantic: 
Delaware--------------------------
Maryland -------------------•-------
District of Columb1a----------------
V1rg1n1a----------------------------
West V1rg1nia------------------···-
North Carolina-------·--------------
South Carolina--------------------·
Georgia-----··•··-----------·------
Florida------------------. ----------

East South Central: 
Kentucky•------------------------
Tennessee--------------------------" 
Alab8lll9.---------------·• . ---------
Mis~issippi-•-----------------------

West South Central: 
Arkansas--------------··--·--------
Louisiana-----·--------------------
Oklahoma --------------------------
Texas----------------·--------------

)buntain: 
Montana-----. ----------------------
Idaho-------------------------------
W)'Ollling -----------•--------------
Colorado-----------------------•-•--
New M!!xico--------------------------
Arizona----------------------------
Utah-------------------------------
Nevada -----------------------------

Pacific: 
Washington •·--·---··--------------
Oregon------------------··---------
Cslif'ornia------------------------- -

Other Areas: 
Alaska----------------·------------
Hawaii------------------------------

Avere.;,e y -----------------------------

Registra
tion fee 

$321,00 
24o.oo 
500.00 
120.00 
200.00 
200.00 

7ti..oo 
110.00 
120,00 

135,55 
215. 50 
64o.OO 
1li-ti..30 
li-75.00 

li-li-3.90 
435.00 
300.00 
385.00 
115.00 
44o.oo 
300.00 

95.70 
105.00 

7li-.oo 
18o.oo 
267.00 
177.00 
211.00 

55,00 
81.65 

450,50 
435.00 

50, 50 
272,00 

200.00 
14o.oo 

50.50 
169.4o 

6o.oo 
100.00 

30.00 
19.00 

101.4o 
52.10 

200,00 
37.15 

106.50 
65.00 
75.00 

100.00 
74.83 

$195.09 

Property 
tax 

173.15 
132.6o 
129.li-3 

82.21 
162.28 

25.00 

100.50 
27,30 
8o.02 
56.16 
64.oo 

36.77 

100.50 
84.4o 

65.72 

55.36 

138.73 

73.08 
73.09 

146.20 
86.68 
78.72 

Tractor truck 

Other 
taxes and 

fees 

$54.82 

1.00 

.35 

10.00 

1,00 
1.00 
1.00 

,25 

5.00 

$33,86 

Mileage 
or ton

mile tax 

$4oo.oo 

. 4oo.oo 

532.00 
222,99 

76o.oo 

Gasol.ine 
tax 

$56o,OO 
56o.oo 
520.00 
44o.oo 
48o.oo 
48o.OO 

48o.oo 
4oo.oo 
4oo.oo 

56o.oo 
48o.oo 
4oo.oo 
480.oo 
48o.oo 

4oo.oo 
48o.oo 
24o.oo 
48o.oo 
48o.oo 
56o.oo 
4oo.oo 

4oo.oo 
46o.oo 
48o.oo 
64o.oo 
56o.oo 
56o.oo 
56o.oo 
520.00 
56o.oo 

720.00 
56o.oo 
56o.oo 
56o.oo 

520.00 
56o.oo 
520.00 
4oo.oo 

48o,oo 
48o.oo 
4oo.oo 
48o.oo 
48o.oo 
4oo.oo 
48o.oo 
48o.oo 

520.00 
48o.oo 
48o.oo 

4oo.oo 
4oo.oo 

Total 

$957,14 
854.82 

1,020.00 
733.15 
812.6o 
8o9.li-3 

954.00 
511,00 
520.00 

1,095.55 
833.79 

1,116.36 
62ti..65 
955.00 

843.90 
915.00 
624.96 
865. 50 
810.00 

1,082.21 
872.28 

495.70 
610.00 
555.00 
921.50 
855.30 
817.02 
827,16 
639.00 
641.65 

1,207.52 
995.00 
711.00 
916.4o 

785.72 
700.00 
570.50 
624,76 

678.73 
1,112.00 

731.07 
572.09 
581.4o 
598.30 
766.68 
742.37 

709.ao 
1,305.00 

622.00 

500.00 
474.83 

$785,86 

1,/ The average fee has been cOlllpUted in each category on the basis of States that levy a tax in the category. 

Registra
tion fee 

15.00 
15,00 

2.00 

165.00 
90.00 

125.00 

169.15 

167. 70 
10.00 

10.75 
6o.oo 
7.00 

107.00 
1.00 

20.00 

77.30 
10.00 
92.00_ 
12.00 
17.50 

145.00 
11.00 

165.00 
129.25 

20,00 

25,50 
12.00 

5.00 
120.00 
320.50 
128,70 

4o,OO 
2.00 

30.00 
6.50 

86.00 
68,50 

5.00 
43.00 

56.50 
4o.OO 

128.00 

86.50 

$64.83 

Property 
tax 

141i-.29 
113.10 
130.76 

82.6o 
164.61 

20.00 

73.01 
35.70 
76,50 
56.16 
55.30 

26.52 

63.65 
73.55 

37,82 

53.10 
53.10 

106.20 
63.04 
57.07 

Semi trail.er 

Other 
taxes and 

fees 

1.00 

1.00 

5.00 

96.6o 

49.00 

$53,92 

Mileage 
or ton

mile tax 

/------

$258.00 
818.53 

$414.51 

Total 

$74.03 
39.83 
15.00 

159,29 
115,10 
130.76 

165,00 
91.00 

125.00 

169.15 
189.70 
4o,98 

167.70 
10,00 

10.75 
6o.oo 
68.36 

292.00 
83.6o 

184.61 

77,30 
30.00 
93.00 
85.01 
53.20 

221.50 
67.16 

220.30 
129.25 

46.52 

89,15 
85,55 

42.82 
120.00 
300,50 
174.4o 

141.38 
2.00 

346.10 
878.13 
86.oo 

174.70 
68.04 

267.07 

153.10 
4o.oo 

177.00 



Table 10. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on a three-axle tractor-semitrailer combination, 40,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. -8) 

Private operation -Contract carri-er 

Rank of' State Rank of' state 

state Regis~ 
Property other Mileage Gasoline Total, 

Regis- Property Other Carrier Mileage 
Gasoline Total,. tration taxes or ton- Total Total tration taxes taxes or ton- Total Total 

f'ee 
te.x 

and f'ees mile tax tax 
fees and 

excluding 
f'ee tax and f'<a'eS and f'ees mile te.x tax 

fees and excluding 

taxes property tax.es property 
tax tax 

Nev England: 
Maine----------------- $326,oo $145,17 ------ ------ $56o.oo $1,031.17 14 17 $326.00 $145.17 ------ $30,00 ------ $56o.oo :j;1,o61.17 21 27 
Nev Bampsbire--------- 2/io.oo 

.,. _____ 
$94.65 ------ 56o.oo . 894.65 26 15 24o.oo ------ $94.65 3.00 ------ 56o.oo 897.65 36 29 

Vermnt--------------- 515.00 ------ ------ . ------ 520.00 1,035.00 13 9 515.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 520.00 1,035.00 24 16 
Massachusetts--------- 135.00 317.44 ------ ------ 44o.oo 892.44 27 46 135.00 317,44 ------ 5.00 ------ 44o.oo 897.44 37 47 
Rhode- Island---------- 202.00 245.70 ------ ------ 48o.oo 927. 70 23 31 202.00 245. 70 ------ 5.00 ------ 48o.OO 932. 70 32 lio 
Conneq:t.iCut----------- 200.00 260.19 ----- ------ 48o.oo 94o.19 22 38 200.00 260.19 ------ 10.00 ------ 48o.oo 950.19 29 39 

Middle Atlantic: 
Nev York-------------- 239,00 --·--- ------ $lioO.OO 48o.oo 1,119.00 1 5 239.00 ------ ------ ------ $400.00 48o.oo 1,119.00 13 9 
Nev Jerse-y------------ 200.00 ------ 2.00 ------ 400.oo 6o2.oo 48 43 200.00 ------ 2.00 ____ .,._ ------ 400.oo 6o2.oo 48 45 
Pennsylvania---------- 245.00 

_____ .. ------ ------ 4oo.oo 645.00 46 41 245.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 4oo.oo 645.00 46 44 
East North Central: 

Chio------------------ 304. 70 ------ ------ 4oo.oo 56o.oo 1,264.70 · 3 3 304. 70 ------ ------ 30,00 4oo.oo 56o.oo 1,294.70 4 3 
Indiana--------------- 215.50 327.99 ------ ------ 48o.oo 1,023.49 15 35 215,50 327.99 ------ 24.00 ------ 48o.OO 1,047.49 23 36 
Illinois-------------- 64o.oo 1i7,34 ------ ------ 4oo.oo 1,157.34 6 8 6/io.oo 117,34 ------ ------ ------ i.oo.oo 1,157.34 12 15 
Michigan-------------- 312.00 ------ .35 ------ 48o.oo 792.35 40 28 312.00 ------ ,35 10.00 120.00 48o.oo 922.35 34 26 
Wi-sconsin------------- 485.00 ............. ------ ------ 48o.oo 965.00 21 13 485,00 ------- ------ 20.00 ------ 48o.OO 985.00 27 20 

West North Central: ~1 0 )-~ 

Minnesota------------- 454.65 ------ ------ ------ 400.00 854.65 32 22 454.65 --·--- ------ 12.50 ------ 400.00 867.15 39 33 
Iowa------------------ 495.00 ------ ------ ------ 48o.oo 975.00 20 12 495.00 ------ ------ 5.00 ------ 48o.oo 98o.oo 28 21 
Missouri-------------- 307.00 146.32 -------- ------ 24o.oo 693.32 43 49 307.00 146.32 ------ 25.00 ------ 24o.oo 718.32 43 49 
North Dakota---------- 385.00 ------ .50 ------ 48o.oo 865,50 29 20 385.00 ----·- .50 6o.oo ------ 48o.oo 925.50 33 25 
South Dakota---------- 222.00 ------ 4oo.oo ------ 48o.oo 1,102.00 9 1 222.00 ------ 4oo.oo 10.00 ------ 48o.oo 1,112.00 16 11 
Nebraska-------------- 441.00 164,81 ------ ------ 56o.oo 1,165.81 5 10 441.00 164.81 ------ 1_5,00 

.., _____ 
56o.oo 1,18o.81 11 17 

Kansas---------------- 320.00 326.89 10.00 ------ 4oo.oo 1,056.89 11 32 320.00 326.89 ------ 10,00 ------ 4oo.oo 1,056.89 22 35 
South Atlantic : 

Delaware-•------------ 173.00 ------ ------ ----·- 4oo.oo 573.00 49 47 173.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 4oo.oo 573.00 49 48 
Maryland-------------- ll5.00 45.00 ------ ------ 48o.oo 640.00 47 44 115.00 45,00 ------ ------ ------ 46o.oo 64o.oo i.1 46 
Di•tric.t of Columbia-- 166.00 ------ 2.00 ------ li8o.oo 648.oo 45 lio 166.00 ------ 2.00 ------ -----· 48o.oo 648.oo 45 43 
Virginia-------------- 192.00 173. 51 LOO ............ 64o.oo 1,006.51 17 25 300.00 173.51 LOO ------ ------ 64o.oo 1,114.51 14 23 
West Virginia--------- 284.50 63.00 1.00 ------ 56o.oo 908.50 24 23 284. 50 63.00 LOO 24.50 ------ :;6o.oo 933,00 31 32 
North Carolina-------- 322.00 156.52 ------ -----· 56o.oo 1,038.52 12 18 562.00 156.52 ------ ------ ------ 56o.oo 1,278.52 8 8 
South Carolina------- - 222.00 112,32 LOO ------ 56o.oo 895.32 25 29 222.00 112.32 1.00 300.00 -----· 56o.oo 1,195.32 10 14 
Georgia--------------- 220.00 119.30 LOO ------ 520.00 86o.30 31 31 4/io.oo 119.30 LOO 25.00 ------ 520.00 1,105.30 17 19 
Florida--------------- 210.90 ------ ------ ------ 56o.oo 770.90 li-2 30 253.90 ------ ------ 1.00 200.00 56o.oo 1,014.90 25 18 

East South Central: 
Kentucky-------------- 470.50 63.29 .25 ------ 720,00 1,254.o!i. 4 4 170.50 63.29 ------ 325.00 ------ 720.00 1,278.19 7 5 
Tennessee------------- 435.00 ............. ------- ------ 56o.oo 995.00 19 11 56o.oo 146.17 ------ 17,50 ............. 56o.oo 1,283.67 6 6 
Alabama--------------- 76.00 164.15 ------ ------ 56o.oo 8oo.15 37 42 76.00 164.15 ------ ------ 300.00 56o.oo 1,100.15 18 24 
)ll.ss1ss1pp1----------- 284.oo 157.95 ------ ------ 56o.oo 1,001.95 18 24 554,oo 157.95 13.00 ------ ------ 56o.oo 1,284.95 5 1 

West South Central: 
Arkansas-------------- 205.00 103,54 ------ ------ 520.00 828.54 34 33 205.00 5L94 ------ 5.00 .............. 520.00 781.94 42 34 
Louisiana------------- 26o.oo ------ ------ ------ 56o.oo 820.00 36 26 520.00 ------ ------ 10.00 --·--- 56o.oo 1,090.00 19 13 
Oklahoma-------------- 371.00 ---·-- ------ ------ 520.00 891.00 28 16 371.00 ------ ............ 2.25 ------ 520.00 893.25 38 30 
Texas•------.. ·--------- 298.10 101.o6 ------ ------ 4oo.OO 799.16 38 34 298.10 101.06 

__ .. ___ 
11.00 

_ ____ .. 
4oo.oo 810.16 41 37 

~tain: 
Montana--------------- 100.00 240.n ------ ------ 48o.oo 820.11 35 45 100.00 240.11 ----- 124.00 ------ 48o.oo 944.11 30 38 
Idaho----------------- 102.00 ------ ------ 532.00 48o.oo 1,114.00 8 6 102.00 

_____ .. ------- ------ 532.00 48o.oo 1,114.00 15 10 

! W)'OmiD!!--------------- 6o.oo 126.18 10.00 46o.99 4oo.oo 1,077.17 10 14 6o.oo 126.18 10.00 ------ 48o.99 400.00 1,077.17 20 22 
Colorado-------------- 25.50 126.19 ------ 818.53 48o.oo 1,450.22 1 2 25.50 126.19 ------ ------ 818.53 46o.oo 1,450.22 l 2 
New ~xico------------ 187.4o ------ ------ ------ 48o.oo 667 .lio 44 39 187.lio ------ 10.00 ------' ------ 48o.oo 677.4o 44 42 

I Arizona-------------- 120.6o 252,4o ------ ------ 4oo.oo 773.00 41 50 120.6o 252.lio ------ 572,00 ------ 4oo.ob 1,345.00 2 12 
I Utah------------------ 205.00 149.72 ------ ------ 48o.oo 83li-.72 33 36 205.00 1li-9.72 ------ ------ ------ 48o.oo 834.72 40 41 

Nevada---------------- 8o.15 135,79 313,50 ------ 48o.oo 1,009.44 16 19 Bo.15 135.79 ------ 313,50 ------ 48o.oo 1,009.414- 26 31 
Pacific: 

Washington------------ 163.00 ------ 179.90 ------ 520.00 862.90 30 21 163.00 ------ 179.90 36.00 ------ 520.00 898.90 35 28 
Oregon---------------- 105.00 -------- ------ 16o.oo 48o.oo 1,345.00 2 1 105.00 ------ ------ ------ 760.00 48o,OO 1,345.00 2 1 
California------------ 203.00 ------ 116.00 ------ 48o.oo 199,00 39 27 203.00 ------ 116.00 434.oo ---·-- 46o.oo 1,233.00 9 4 

other Areas : 
Alaska---------------- 100.00 ------ ------ ------ 400.oo 500.00 51 51 100.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 4oo.oo 500.00 51 51 
l!avaii---------------- 161.33 ------ ------ ------ 400.oo 561.33 50 48 161.33 ------ ------ ------ ------ 4oo.oo 561.33 50 50 

Average ~/--------------- $251,02 $167.00 $70,82 $565.25 $487,84 $912.71 $269.96 $164.31 $55,49 $79,85 $445.72 $487,84 $988.30 

1,./ The average f'ee bas been computed in each category on the basis of States that levy a tax in the category. 
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Table 11. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on a gasoline-powered, four-axle, tractor-semitrailer combination, 55,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 9) 

Private operation Contract carrier 

Rank of State Rank of State 

State Regis- Property Other Mileage Gasoline Total, Regis- Property Other Carrier Mileage Gasoline 
tration taxes or ton- Total Total tration taxes taxes or ton- Total Total Total, 

fee tax and f'ees mile tax tax :rees and excluding :ree tax and fees snd fees mile tax 
tax 

fees and excluding 

taxes property taxes property 
tax tax 

New England: 
Maine----------------- $420.00 $239.00 ------ -----· $1,050.00 $1,709.00 15 23 $420.00 $239,00 ------ $30.00 ............ _ $1,050.00 $1,739.00 24 31 
New Hampshire--------- 330.00 ------ $155.45 ------ 1,050.00 1,535.45 30 18 330.00 ------ $155.45 3.00 ------ 1,050.00 1,538.45 37 28 
Vermont--------------- 724,50 ------ ------ ------ 975.00 1,699.50 16 10 724.50 ................. ------ ------ ------ 975.00 1,699.50 25 19 
Massachusetts--------- 180.00 554.73 ------ ------ 825.00 1,559.73 27 47 180.00 554.73 ------ 5.00 ------ 825.00 1,564.73 36 48 
Rhode Island---------- 282.00 444.60 ------ ------ 900.00 1,626.60 18 38 282.00 444.60 ------ 5.00 ------ 900.00 1,631.60 29 40 
Connecticut-------·-·· 275.00 472.61 

... _____ 
------ 900.00 1,647.61 17 39 275.00 472.61 ------ 10.00 ------ 900.00 1,657.61 27 41 

Middle Atlantic: 
New York-------------- 326.00 ------ ------ $1,032.00 900.00 2,258.00 5 5 326.00 ------ ------ ------ $1,032.00 900.00 2,258.00 7 6 
New Jersey•---•-·••-•· 300.00 ------ 2.00 ------ 750.00 1,052.00 48 46 300.00 ------ 2.00 ------ ----- 750.00 1,052.00 48 47 
Pennsylvania--•------ 315.00 ------ ------ ------ 750.00 1,065.00 47 44 315.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 750.00 1,065.00 47 46 

East North Central: 
Ohio.------------------ 408.50 ------ ------ 900.00 1,050.00 2,358.50 3 3 408.50 ------ ------ 30.00 900.00 1,050.00 2,388.50 4 3 
Indiaoa-••--••--•----- 300.50 561.91 ------ ------ 900.00 1,762.41 14 35 300.50 561.91 ------ 24.oo ------ 900.00 1,786.41 21 38 
Illinois----••----•--- 894.oo 166.70 ------ ------ 750.00 1,810:70 12 11 894.oo 166.70 ------ ------ -----· 750.00 1,810.70 20 22 
Michigan-------------- 414.45 ------ .35 ------ 900.00 1,314.80 40 31 414.45 ------ ,35 10:00 240.00 900.00 1,564.80 35 26 
Wisconsin-----------·- 695.00 ------ ------ ------ 900.00 1,595.00 22 14 695.00 ------ ------ 20.00 ------ 900,00 1,615.00 31 23 

West North Central: 
Minnesota------------- 720.Bo ------ ------ ------ 750.00 1,470.80 35 21 720.ao ------ ------ 12.50 -----· 750.00 1,483.30 39 32 
IOllt!.•-----•----------- 695.00 ------ ------ ------ 900.00 1,595.00 22 14 695.00 ------ -----· 5.00 ------ 900.00 1,600.00 34 25 
Missouri-------------- 607 .00 241.90 ------ ------ 450.00 1,298.90 43 45 607.00 241.90 ·----- 25.00 ____ ,..._ 450.00 1,323.90 43 45 
North Dakota---------- 649.00 ------ .50 ------ 900.00 1,549.50 28 17 649.00 ------ .50 6o.oo ------ 900.00 1,609.50 32 24 
South Dakota--•------- 362.50 ------ 655.00 --·--- 900.00 1,917.50 9 7 362.50 ------ 655.00 10.00 ------ 900.00 1,927.50 17 9 
Nebraska---------·---- 651.00 219.88 ------ ............ 1,050.00 1,920.88 8 9 651.00 219.88 .. ........... 15.00 ------ 1,050.00 1,935.88 16 17 
Kansas----- ... ---------- 695.00 512.43 10.00 ------ 750.00 1,967.43 7 24 695.00 512.43 ------ 10.00 ------ 750.00 1,967.43 14 33 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware-----------·--- 242.oo ------ ------ -----.. 750.00 992.00 49 48 242.oo 

__ .. ___ ------ ------- ------- 750.00 992.00 49 50 
Maryland---•--••-•-••- 230.00 55.00 ------ ------ 900.00 1,185.00 44 41 230.00 55.00 ------ ------ ------ 900.00 1,185.00 44 43 
District of Columbia-• 214.oo ------ 2.00 ------ 900.00 1,116.00 46 43 214.oo ------ 2.00 

___ ,.. __ ------ 900.00 1,116.00 46 44 
Virginia-------------- 424.50 284.98 1.00 

... ,.. ____ 
1,200.00 1,910.48 11 13 597.75 284.98 1.00 ------ ------ 1,200.00 2,083.73 9 11 

Weat Virginia--------- 419.50 117.Go 1.00 ------ 1,050.00 1,588.10 24 22 419.50 117.60 1.00 31.25 ................ 1,050.00 1,619.35 30 30 
North Carolina---··-·- 442.oo 283.05 ------ ------ 1,050.00 · l, 775,05 13 20 772.00 283.05 ------ ------ __ .,. ___ 

1,050.00 2,105.05 8 10 
South Carolina••·---·- 312.00 184.68 1.00 ------ 1,050.00 1,547.68 29 28 312.00 184.68 1.00 4oo.oo 

..,.,. ____ 
1,050.00 1,947.68 15 14 

Georgis----------··-·- 300,00 215.90 1.00 ------ 975.00 1,491.90 32 33 542.50 215,90 l.00 25.00 ------ 975.00. 1,759.40 23 27 
Florida----------- --- • 255.Go ------ -----~ ............... ,,. 1,050.00 1,305.60 41 32 303.60 ------ ------ 1.00 300.00 1,050.00 ·1,654.60 28 21 

East South Central: 
Kentucky------------·· 570.50 55.72 .25 ------ 1,350.00 1,976.47 6 6 270.50 55.72 ------ 325,00 ------ 1,350.00 2,901.22 10 8 
Tennessee .................................. 525.00 ----·- ------ ------ 1,050.00 1,575.00 26 16 675.00 240.08 ------ 17.50 ------ 1,050.00 1,982.58 12 15 
Alabama---•••---•••--- 76.00 254.38 ------ ------ 1,050.00 1,380.38 37 42 76.00 254.38 -·---- ------ 6oo.oo 1,050.00 1,980.38 13 16 
Mississippi----------- 371.00 195,93 ------ ------ 1,050.00 1,616.93 20 25 728.00 195.93 13.00 ------ ------ 1,050.00 1,986.93 11 12 

West South Central: 
Arkansas-------------- 363.00 135.78 ------ ------ 975.00 1,473.76 34 30 363.00 85.26 ------- 5.00 

_____ .., 
975.00 1,428.26 41 35 

Louisians-••-·------·- 360.00 .............. ..,_ .. _.,,.. ... ......... _ 1,050.00 1,410.00 36 26 720.00 ------ ------ 10.00 1,050.00 1,780.00 22 13 
Oklahoma--•-•-•·-•-•-- 526.00 ___ ..... _ ____ .., _ ·----- 975.00 1,501.00 31 19 526.00 

_,....,. ___ ------ 2.25 ------ 975.00 1,503.25 38 28 
Texas------------··--- 434.50 155.79 ------ ----- 750.00 1,340.29 39 37 434.50 155, 79 ------ 11.00 ------ 750.00 1,351.29 42 39 

Mountain: 
Montaoa----·---------- 285.00 393.95 ------ ------ 900.00 1,578.95 25 36 285.00 393.95 ------ 258,50 -·---- 900.00 1,837.45 19 34 
Idaho----·--------·-·· 102.00 -----· ........... 1,302.00 900.00 2,304.00 4 4 102.00 ------ ------ ------ 1,302.00 900.00 2,304.00 5 4 
Wyoming-•-•-•--•••--•- 6o.oo 207.57 10.00 886.28 750.00 1,913.85 10 8 60.00 207.57 10.00 ------ 886.28 750.00 1,913.85 1B 18 
Colorado------------- 25.50 207.26 ------ 1,780.68 900.00 2,913.44 l 2 25,50 207.26 ------- -·---· 1,780.68 900.00 2,913.44 1 2 
New Mexico------------ 252.00 ------ ------ ............. 900.00 1,152.00 45 40 252.00 ------ 10.00 ------ ____ .,._ 

900.00 1,162.00 45 42 
Arizooa-----------·--· 181.00 374.40 

_____ .. ------ 750.00 1,305.40 42 50 18i.oo 374.40 ------ 1,244.50 ------- 750.00 2,5i.9.90 3 7 
Utah-•-----------•·--- 330.00 245.07 ------ ------ 900.00 1,475.07 33 34 330.00 245.07 ------ ------- ------ 900.00 1,475.07 4o 37 
Nevads----•--•-------- 98.50 223.13 381.80 ------ 900.00 l,6o3.43 21 27 98.50 223.13 ------ 38L8o ------ 900.00 1,603.43 33 36 

Pacific: 
Washington•-·-·-·----- 403.00 ------ 2"8 .10 ------ 975.00 1,626.10 19 12 403.00 248.10 44.oo ------ 975.00 1,670.10 26 20 
Oregon-•-·----··------ 145.00 ------ ------ 1,860.00 900,00 2,905.00 2 1 145.00 .............. ............ ------ 1,860.00 900.00 2,905.00 2 l 
Ca11:rornia------------ 263.00 ------ 190.00 --·--- 900.00 1,353.00 38 29 263.00 ------ 190.00 927.17 ------ 900.00 2,280.17 6 5 

Other Areas: 
Alaska---------------- 150.00 ------ ------ ------ 750.00 900.00 51 51 150.00 ------ ------ ----- ------ 750.00 900.00 51 51 
Hswaii--------------- 197,95 ------ ------ ------ 750.00 947-95 50 49 197,95 ------ ------- .., ______ ___ .... _ 750.00 947-95, 50 49 

Average !/----------····- $368.70 $269.38 $103.72 $1,293.49 $914. 71 $1,605.45 $395,38 $266.43 $86.03 $127.69 $989.00 $914.71 $1, T,?8.59 

!/ The average fee baa been computed 1n each categ0ry on the basis of States that levy a tax in the category. 



Table 12. - Road-user and personal-property taxes on a diesel-powered, four-axle, tractor-semitrailer combination, 55,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 10) 

l'ri va.te operation Contract carrier 

Rank~ State Rank~ State 

Regis- Property other Mileage Diesel Total, Regis- Property other Carrier Mileage Diesel Total, State tration taxes or ton- fUel Total Total tration taxes tQXes or ton-- fUel Total Total tax ex"1uding tax excluding 
f'ee and fees mile tax tax tees and property f'ee and f'eea and fees mile tax tax f'ees and property 

taxes tax taxes tax 

Nev Engl.and: 
Maine---------------- $420,00 $2157.26 

__ .., ___ ------ $763.63 $1,450,89 21 27 $420.00 $267,26 ------ $30,00 ------ $763,63 $l,48o.89 27 34 
Nev Hampshire-------- 330.00 ------ $175,Bo ------ 763.63 1,269.43 31 19 :no.oo ------ $l75,8o 3.00 ------ 763.63 1,272.43 38 30 
Vel'IIIOl1t•••---•---•-•- 1,256.63 ------ ------ ------ ------ 1,256.63 34 21 1,256.63 ____ ..,_ ------- ------ ------ ............ 1,256.63 40 31 
Massachusetts-------~ 18o.oo 769,57 ------ ------ 6oo.oo 1,549.57 15 48 1ao.oo 769,57 ----- 5.00 ------ 6oo.oo 1,554.57 23 49 
Rhode Island--------- 282.oo 507.00 ----·- ------ 654.54 1,443.54 22 38 282.00 507.00 ------ 5.00 ------- 554,51, l, 4Ji.8 , 54 29 41 
Connecticut---------- 275.00 567.88 ------ ------ 654,54 1,497.42 18 40 275.00 567,88 ------ 10.00 ------ 654,54 1,507.42 25 42 

Middle Atlantic: 
l.'lev York------------- 329.50 ------ ------ $1,044.00 981.81 2,355.31 3 3 329.50 ------ ·----- ------ $1,044.00 . 981.81 2,355.31 4 3 
Nev Jersey----------- 300.00 ------ 2.00 ------ 545,45 847.45 48 45 300.00 ------ 2.00 ------ ------ 545.45 847.45 48 47 
l'enns:,l vania---·- ---- - 350.00 ------ ~----- ------ 545,45 895.45 46 42 350.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 545.45 895.45 46 44 

East North Central, 
Ohio----------------- 426. 50 ------ ------ 900.00 763,63 2,090.13 4 4 426.50 ------ ------ 30.00 900.00 763.63 2,120.13 6 5 
Indiana-------------- 300.50 614.58 ------ ------ 654.54 1,569.62 14 37 300. 50 614.58 ------ 24.oo 

.,.. _____ 
654. 54 1,593.62 21 39 

Illinois------------- 894.00 22,.23 
_____ _.. ------ 545.45 1,666.68 lO 12 894,00 227 ,23 ------ ------ ------ 545.45 1,666.68 18 22 

Michigan------------- 427 ,95 ------ .35 ------ 654, 54 1,082.84 42 31 42'7 .95 ------ ,35 10.00 240.oo 654,54 1,332.84 35 27 
Wisconsin------------ 695,00 ------ ------ ------ 654. 54 1,349.54 24 14 695,00 ------ ------ 20.00 ------ 654.54 1,369.54 32 25 

WeBt North Central: 
Minnesota------------ 120.ao ------ ------ ------ 545,45 1,266.25 32 20 120.ao ------ ............ 12.50 "I'---·- 545,45 1,278.75 37 29 
Iowa----------------- 695.00 ------ ------ ------ 763.63 1,458.63 20 ll 695.00 ............... ------ 5.00 -,----· 763.63 1,463.63 28 19 
Missouri-•-----·----· 6o7.oo 270.22 ------· ------ 327,27 1,204.49 38 39 6o7.oo 270.22 ------ 25.00 ------ 327. 27 1,229.49 42 40 
North Dakota--------- 649.00 ------ .50 ------ 654, 54 1,304.04 28 15 649.00 ------ ,50 6o.oo ------ 654, 54 l,364.o4 34 26 
South Dakota--------- 417.50 ------ 615.00 ------ 763.63 1,796.13 8 6 41"7.50 ------ 615.00 10.00 ------ 763.63 1,8o6.13 13 8 
Nebraska---·--------- 616.00 264.48 ------ ----.. - 763.63 1,644.11 ll 13 616.00 264.48 ------ 15.00 ------ 763.63 1,659.11 19 23 
Kansas------·----- --- 695.00 535.68 10.00 ------ 763.63 2,004,31 6 9 695.00 535,68 ------ 10.00 ------ 763.63 2,004.31 8 18 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware----------·-- 242.00 ------ ------ ------ 545.45 787.45 49 47 242.00 ------ ------ ------ ------- 545.45 787.45 49 48 
Maryland------------- 230.00 55.00 ------ ------ 654.54 939.54 44 43 230.00 55.00 ------ ------ ------ 651>,54 939.54 44 45 
District of' Columbia- 214.00 ------ 2.00 ------ 654.54 870.54 47 44 214.00 ------ 2.00 ------ ------ 654,54 870.5i. 47 46 
Virginie.------------- i.24.50 322 • .29 l.00 ------ 872, 72 1,620.51 12 16 597, 75 322.29 l.00 ------ ----·- 872.72 1,793, 76 14 17 
West Virginia-------- 419.50 153.30 1.00 ------ 763.63 l,337,43 25 26 419.50 153.30 l.00 31.25 ------ 763.63 1,368.68 33 33 
North Carolina------- 4i.2.oo 313.65 ------ ·----- 763.63 1,519.28 17 25 772,00 313.65 ........... ------ 763.63 1,849.28 12 13 
South Carolina------- 312,00 238.68 l.00 ------ 763.63 l,315,31 26 32 312,00 238.68 l.00 4oo.oo ------ 763.63 l, 715,31 16 16 
Georgia-------------- 317.50 268.15 l.00 ------ 709.09 1,295, 74 29 31, 582.50 268.15 l.00 25.00 ------ 709,09 1,585.74 22 28 
Florioe.-------------- 262.20 ------ ------ ------ 763.63 1,025.83 43 35 310.20 .................. ------ l.00 300.00 763.63 1,374.83 31 24 

East South Central: 
Kentucky•---•-•---•-• 570.50 55.72 25 ------ 981.!lJ. 1,608.28 13 8 270. 50 55.72 ------ 325.00 ------ 981.81 1,633.03 20 ll 
Tenneasee------------ 525.00 ------ ------ ------ 763.63 1,288.63 30 17 675.00 271.37 ------ 17.50 ------ 763.63 1,727.50 15 20 
Alabama-------------- 76.00 275-37 ------ ------ 763.63 1,115.00 41 46 76.00 275.37 ------ --•--- 6oo.oo 763.63 1,715.00 17 21 
Mississippi---------- 371.00 299,38 ------ _.,. ____ 

872.72 1,543.10 16 22 728.00 299,38 13.00 -·---- ------ 872.72 1,913.10 ll 10 
west South Central: 

Arkansas------------- 363.00 156.86 ------ ------ 709.09 1,228.95 37 33 363.00 96.42 5.00 ------ 709.09 1,173, 51 43 35 
Louisiana------------ 36o.oo ------ ___ ,.. __ __ ..., ____ 

763.63 1,123.63 4o 30 720.00 ------ ------ 10.00 
___ ,.. __ 

763.63 1,493.63 26 15 
0klehoma------------- 526.00 ----·- ___ ;_ __ ------ 709.09 1,235.09 36 24 526.00 ------ ------ 2.25 ------ 709.09 1,237.34 41 32 
Texas---------------- 426. 78 174.07 ------ ------ 709.09 1,309,94 27 29 1'26.78 174.07 ------ ll.00 ------ 709.09 1,320.94 36 37 

lt>unt&in: 
1-t>ntana---------·---- 305.00 445,53 

_____ .,. ----- 981.81 1,732.34 9 18 305.00 445,53 ------ 267.50 ------ 981.81 1,999.84 9 12 
Idaho---------------- 102.00 ------ ------ 1,302.00 654.54 2,058.54 5 5 102.00 ------ ------ ------ 1,302.00 654.54 2,058.54 7 6 
llyoming---·-·-------- 6o.oo 233,59 10.00 913,50 763.63 1,98o.72 7 7 6o.oo 233.59 10.00 ------ 913.50 763.63 1,98o,72 10 9 
Colorado------------- 25.50 234.4o ------: 1,8o7.20 654.54 2,721.64 2 2 25.50 234,40 ------ ------ 1,ao7.ro 654, 54 2,121.64 2 2 
New ltaxico----------- 252.00 ------ l.00 ------ 654, 54 907.54 45 i.1 252.00 ------ 11.00 ------ ------ 654. 54 917.51, 45 43 
Arizona.-------------- 187.00 468.ao ------ ------ 51,5.45 1,201.25 39 50 187.00 468.ao ------ 1,289.50 ------ 545,45 2,490.75 3 7 
Uteh , . ------------- 330.00 276. 59 ------ ------ 654, 54 1,261.13 33 36 330.00 276.59 ·----- -----.. ------ 654.54 1,261.13 39 38 
l.'levaoa-------"------- 101.50 252.15 392.40 ------ 654,54 1,4oo.59 23 28 101.50 252.15 ------ 392.4o ------ 654,54 1,4oo.59 30 36 

Pacific: 
Washington-----·----- 454.25 ------ 300.ao ------ 709.09 1,464.14 19 10 454.25 ------ · 300.ao 44.oo ------ 709.09 1,508.14 24 14 
Oregon--------------- 145.00 ------ ------ 2,76o.oo ------ 2,905.00 l l 145.00 ------ ------ ------ 2,76o.oo ------ 2,905.00 l l 
Calif'omia----------- 263.00 ------ 215.00 ------ 763.63 1,241.63 35 23 263.00 ------ 215.00 96o.17 ------ 763.63 2,201.ao 5 4 

other Areas : 
Alaska--------------- 150.00 ------ ------ ------- 545.45 695.45 51 51 150.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 545.45 695,45 51 51 
li&YB.11--------------- 204.oo ------ ------ ------ 545.45 749.45 50 49 204.oo ------ ------ ------ ------ 545.45 749,45 50 50 

Average !/-------------- $382-91 $317,21 $101.71 $1,454.45 $699-07 $1,421.30 $410.04 $313.27 $89-96 $130.84 $1,096.30 $699.07 $1,51>6.99 

y The average :fee has been computed in each category on the basis of States that levy a tax in the category. 

~ 



"° Table 13. - Road•user and personal-property taxes on a diesel-powered, five-axle, tractor-semitrailer combination, 62,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (No. 11) 
"° 

Private operation Contract carrier 

Rank of State Rank of State 

State I Regis- I P rt I Other I Mileage Diesel Total, Regis- Pl:'Operty Other Carrier Mileage Diesel 
Total, tration rofu Y taxes or ton- fuel. Total Total tration taxes • taxes or ton- fuel Total ~otal 

fee and fees mile tax ta.,c fees and excluding :f'ee tax and :fees and fees mile tax tax fees and excluding 

taxes 
property 

taxes property 
tax tax 

I I I I I I I 
New England: 

Maine--------- ---- ----
Nev l!anq>shire---------1 $372 .00 I ------

I ~~=~; I 
------ 1$1,042,581 $1,636.161 23 

I 
11 . I $312.00 I ------ I $221.58 I $3-00 I ------ I $1,0112.ss I $1,639.16 I 29 25 

Vermont-------·--·---- ------ -----· ------ ------
Massachusetts-•------- ----- ----- ---·-- ------ ------
Rhode Island---------- 312 .oo $6o9.6o ------ ------ 893.64 1,815.24 15 32 I 312.00 I $609.6o I ------ I 5.00 I ------ I 893.64 I 1,820.24 I 21 I 35 
Connecticut ....................... 

Middle Atlantic: 
311.50 I I ------ I $1,i.oo.oo New York--•----------- I ------ I 1,34o.46 I 3,111.96 I 3 I 3 I m .50 I ------ I ------ I ------ I $1,400.00 1 1,34o.46 I 3,117-96 I 5 I 4 

Nev Jersey------------
Pennsylvania•---------

East North Cem;ral: 
Ohio-------------••--- · 53L45 ----:---- ------ 1,400.00 1,042.58 2,974.03 4 4 531.45 ------ ----- 30.00 1,400.00 1,042.58 3,◊04.03 6 5 
Ind:lana-------------- 300.50 745.30 ------ ------ 893.64 1,939.44 13 33 300.50 745.30 •, ------ 24.00 ------ 893.64 1,963.44 19 34 
Illinois--•---·-••---- 1,139.00 273.79 ------ ------ 744.70 2,157.49 10 10 1,139.00 273. 79 '------ ------ ------ 744.70 2,157.49 14 15 
Michigan---· 533.25 ------ .35 ------ 893.64 1,427.24 33 24 533.25 ------ .35 10.00 280.00 893.64 1,717.24 26 21 
Wisconsin-•·-------· 78o.oo ------ ------ ----- 893.64 1,673.64 21 15 780.00 ------ ------ 20.00 --·--- 893.64 1,693.64 28 24 

West North Central: 
Minnesota-----·-··--·- 873.05 ------ ------ ------ 744.70 1,617.75 28 18 873.05 ............ ------ 12.50 ............. 744. 70 1,630.25 30 26 
Iowa----------------- 770.00 ------ ------ ------ l,o42.58 1,812.58 16 11 770.00 ------ ------ 5.00 ------ 1,042.58 1,817.58 22 17 
Missouri•------------ 807.00 344,56 ------ ------ 446.82 1,598.38 29 30 807.00 344.56 ------ 25.00 ------ 446.82 1,623.38 3l 31 
North Dakota---------- 748.00 ------ .50 ------ 893.64 1,642.14 22 16 748.oo ------ -50 6o.oo ------ .893.64 1,102.14 27 23 
SOUtb Dakota-••••-••-• 582.50 ------ 730.00 ------ 1,042.58 2,355.08 8 7 582.50 ------ 730.00 10.00 ------ 1,o42.58 2,365.08 12 8 
Nebraska-------------· 686.oo 318.17 ------ ------ 1,042.58 2,047.35 11 13 686.00 318.77 ------ 15.00 ------ 1,042.58 2,062.35 16 20 
Ksnsas-•--·--··-·--·-- 845.00 670.o6 10.00 ------ 1,042.58 2,567.64 1 9 845.00 670.o6. ------ 10.00 ------ 1,042.58 2,567.64 10 14 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware--•-----·--·--

:~~:-~;-;~;:~~;;:: I 230.00 I 55.00 
I ·-;:~ I ------ I 

893.64 
1

1,178.64 I 36 
I 

36 I 230.00 I 55.00 I --;~~ I ------ I ------ I 893.64 I 1,178.64 I 36 
1 

TI 
264.00 ------ ------ 893.64 1,159.64 37 35 264.oo ------ ------ ------ 893.64 1,159.61' 37 36 

Virginia••------------
West Virginia---------

I I I I 
North Carolina--------1 498.00 I 388.62 --;::oo \ ------ , 1,042.581 1,929.20 I 14 20 870.00 I 388.62 --~:~ I 400:~ I -·---- , 1,042.581 2,301.20 

I 

13 

f 

13 
South Carolina----•--• 362.00 284.04 ------ 1,042.58 1,689.62 20 26 362.00 284.o4 ------ 1,042.58 2,089.62 15 18 
Georgia--------------- 385.00 272 .50 l.00 ------ 968.11 1,626.61 25 27 710.00 272.50 LOO 25.00 968.11 1,976.61 18 22 
Florida--------------- 302.00 

___ .., __ ------ 1,042.58 1,344.58 34 28 353.00 ------ LOO 350.00 1,042.58 1,746.58 25 19 
East South Cem;ral: 

Kentucky-------•,s----
Tennessee .................................... 
Alabama--------------- I 15Loo I 361.80 I · ---·-- I ------ I 1,042.58 I 1,555.38 I 30 I 34 I 151.00 I 361.80 I ------ I ------ I 815.00 I 1,042.58 I 2,430.38 I 11 I 11 
Mississippi-----------

Weet South Central: 
Arkansas-•------··--· 455.00 200.26 ------ ____ .,._ 

968.11 1,623.37 26 25 455.00 121.55 ................ 5.00 ------ 968.11 1,549.66 33 28 
Louisiana---·--·-··--- 4oo.oo ................ ------- ............. 1,042.58 1,"2.58 32 23 Boo.DO ... ............... ... ............ 10.00 . ......... 1,042.58 1,852.58 20 16 
Oklsboma-------•------ 566.00 ................ ____ ..,_ 

968.11 1,534.11 3l 21 566.00 _____ .. ------ 2.25 ----- 9p8.ll 1,536.36 34 29 
Texas---------·------- 577.67 219.37 ------ .................. 968.11 1,765.15 18 19 517.67 219.37 ------ 11.00 ------ 968.11 1,776.15 24 27 

Mountai11: 
Montana--------------- 445.00 561.15 ------ ------ 1,34o.46 2,346.61 9 12 445.00 56Ll5 

__ .,. ___ 
397.00 ------ 1,34o.46 2,743.61 8 10 

Idaho•--•--•--•------- 102.00 ----- ------ 1,813.00 893.64 2,808.64 5 5 102.00 ------ ------ ------ 1,813.00 893.64 2,8o8.6fr. 7 7 
Wyoming--•••-•-••••••- 6o.oo 295.44 10.00 1,244.25 1,042.58 2,652.27 6 6 6o.oo 295.44 10.00 ------ 1,244.25 1,042.58 2,652.27 9 9 
Colorado•-----·------- 25.50 295.44 ------ 2, 70L60 893.64 3,916.18 l 2 25.50 295.44 ------ ------ 2, 701.6o 893.64 3,916.18 l 2 
New Mexico------·---- 329.4o ------ 1.00 ------ 893.64 1,224.64 35 3l 329.4o ------ 11.00 ................. ------ 893.64 1,234.o4 35 33 
Arizona--•------.............. 295.00 590.ao ------ ------ 744.70 1,630.50 24 37 295.00 590.SO 

______ ,.. 
1,937.00 ---..... - 744.70 3,567.50 3 6 

Utah•-•------•-•---.•- 38o.oo 349.08 ------ ------ 893.64 1,622.72 27 29 380.00 349.08 ------ ------ .. _____ 
893.64 1,622.72 32 32 

Nevada-•------------- ue.50 318.08 48o.oo ........... _ 893.64 1,810.22 17 22 118.50 318.08 ------ 48o.oo ------- 893.64 1,810.22 23 30 
Pacific: 

Washington-----·-··--- 665.50 ------ 363.30 ------ 968.11 1,996.91 12 8 665.50 ------ 363,30 48.oo ------ 968.11 2,044.91 17 12 
Oregon---------------- 165.00 ------ ------ 3,640.00 ------ 3,805.00 2 1 165.00 ------ ------ ----- 3,64o.oo 

_____ ., 
3,805.00 2 l 

California---------- 396.00 ------ 271.00 ------ 1,042.58 1,709.58 19 14 396.00 ------ 271.00 1,435.00 -----· 1,042.58 3,144.58 4 3 
Other Areas: 

Alaska•---------•----• 150.00 ............. ___ ,.. __ ................ 744.70 894.70 39 39 150.00 ,._.,...,. __ ------ ------ ------ 744.70 894.70 39 39 
l:tavaii-------------... -- 238.00 ------ ------ ------ 744.70 982.70 38 38 238.00 .............. ------ -·---- .............. 744.70 982-70 38 38 

Average Y-------------- $441.48 $376.51 $16o.9() $2,033.14 $946-55 $1,913.62 $470.92 $372 .37 $11'6.52 $199,23 $1,522.65 $946.55 $2,095.03 

y The average fee bas been computed 1n ea-,h category on tbe basis of Stlt.tes that 1~ a tax in the categ0ry. 



Table 14. • Road•user and ·personal•property taxes on heavy combinations (diesel•powered) 

Private operation Contract carrier 

Rank of State Rank ot State 
Regis- Property Other Mileage Diesel Total Total, Regis- Property Other Carrier Mileage Diesel Total Total, State tration taxes or ton- fuel Total tration taxes taxes or ton- fuel Total tax fees excl. tax fees excl. :fee and :fees mile tax tax fee and fees and fees mile tax tax and prop. and prop. 

taxes tax taxes tax 

FIVE-AXLE TRACTOR-Sl!MITRAILER COMBINATION, 72,000 POUNDS GROSS VfflICLE WEIGHT (NO. 12) 

N"" York--------- $429.00 --·--- ------ $1,792.00 $l,li65.11 $3,686.ll 2 2 $429.00 ------ ------ ------ $1,792.00 $1,li65.11 $3,686.11 2 2 
Ohio-------•-••-- 537.95 ------ ------ l,4oo.oo 1,139.53 3,077.48 4 4 537.95 ------ ------ $30.00 1,4oo.oo 1,139.53 3,107.48 6 5 
Indiana---------- 300.50 $763.67 ------ ------ 976.74 2,04o.9l 10 23 300.50 $763.67 ------ 24.oo ------ 976.74 2,064.91 13 23 
Illincis--------- 1,139.00 292.42 ------ ------ 813.95 2,245.37 9 10 1,139.00 292.42 ------ ------ ------ 813.95 2,245.37 ll 14 
Michigan--------- 537. 75 ------ $ .35 ------ 976.74 l,514.84 2l 19 537. 75 ------ $ .35 10.00 28o.OO 976.74 l,8o4.84 20 17 
Wisconsin-------- 96o.oo ------ --- -- ------ 976.74 1,936.74 14 ll 96o.oo ------ ------ 20.00 ------ 976.74 1.956.74 16 14 
Minnesota-------· l,o63.l0 ------ ------ ------ 813.95 1,877.05 15 l2 1,063.10 ------ ------ 12. 50 ------ 813-95 1,889.55 17 15 Iowa------------- 895.00 ------ ------ ------ 1,139.53 2,034.53 ll 8 895.00 ------ ------ 5.00 ------ 1,139.53 2,039.53 14 ll 
North Dakota----- 946.oo ------ .50 ------ 976.74 1,923.24 14 ll 946.oo ------ .50 6o.oo ------ 976.74 1,983.24 15 13 
South Dakota----- 582.50 ------ 830.00 

__ ,.. ___ 
1,139.53 2,552.03 7 5 582. 50 ------ 830.00 10.00 ------ 1,139.53 2,562.03 8 7 

Nebraska--------- 861.00 326. 53 ------ ------ 1,139.53 2,327.06 8 9 861.00 326. 53 ------ 15.00 ------ 1,139.53 2,342.06 10 12 
South carolina--- 512.00 294.84 l.00 ------ 1,139.53 1,947.37 13 15 512.00 294.84 l.00 4oo.oo ------ 1,139.53 2,347.37 9 10 
F!orida•-·-·----- 304.20 ------ ------ ------ 1,139.53 l,443. 73 22 2l 355.20 ------ ------ l.00 350.00 1,139.53 1,845.73 18 16 
Arkansas--------- 509.00 206.li6 ------ ------ 1,058.14 1,773.Go 18 18 509.00 124.41 ------ 5.00 ------ 1,058.14 1,696.55 2l 19 
Louisiana-------- 480.oo ------ ------ ------ 1,139.53 1,619.53 20 17 96o.oo ------ ------ 10.00 ------ 1,139.53 2,109.53 l2 9 
Oklahoma--------- 591.00 ------ ------ ------ 1,058.14 1,649.14 19 16 591.00 ------ ------ 2.25 ------ 1,058.14 (1,651.39 22 20 
Texas------------ 668.36 223.89 ------ ------ 1,058.14 1,950.39 12 14 668.36 223.89 ------ ll.00 ------ 1,058.14 1,961.39 16 18 
roontana---------- 620.oo 573. 59 ------ ------ l,li65.ll 2,658.70 6 7 620.00 573. 59 ------ 483.50 ------ l,li65.ll 3,142.20 5 6 
Idaho------------ 102.00 ------ ------ 2,107.00 976.74 3,185.74 3 3 102.00 ------ ------ ------ 2,107.00 976.74 3,185.74 4 4 
Wyoming---------- 6o.oo 302.4o 10.00 1,254.75 1,139.53 2,766.68 5 6 6o.oo 302.4o 10.00 ------ 1,254.75 1,139.53 2,766.68 7 8 
Colorado--------- 25.50 302.4o ------ 3,161.20 976.74 4,465.84 l l 25.50 302.4o ------ ------ 3,161.20 976.74 4,465.84 1 l 
New Mexico------- 331. 50 ------ l.00 ------ 976.74 1,309.24 23 22 331.50 ------ ll.00 ------ ------ 976.74 1,319.24 23 22 
Utah------------- 495.00 356.96 ------ ------ 976.74 1,828.70 16 20 495.00 356.96 ------ ------ ------- 976.74 1,828.70 19 2l 
California------- 396.00 ------ 277.00 ------ 1,139.53 1,812.53 17 13 396.00 ------ 277.00 l,752.17 1,139.53 3,564.70 3 3 
Alaska----------- 150.00 ------ ------ ------ 813.95 963.95 25 25 150.00 ------ ------ ------ ____ ,.._ 

813.95 963-95 25 25 
Hawaii----------- 24o.oo ------ ------ ------ 813.95 1,053.95 24 24 24o.oo ---~-- ---·-- ------ -----· 813.95 1,053.95 24 24 

Average J./------- $528.32 $364.32 $159.98 $1.942-99 $1,055.01 $2,139.79 $548-74 $356.11 $161.41 $167.73 $1,477.85 $1,055.01 $2,291.72 

FIVE-AXLE TRACTOR-Sl!MITRAILER AND FULL TRAILER COMBINATION, 76,000 POUNDS GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT (.NO. 13) 

Ohio------------- $583.8o ------ ------ $1,750.00 $1,166.69 $3,500.49 3 3 $583.8o ---... -- ------ $30.00 $1,750.00 $1,166.69 $3,530.49 4 3 Idaho------------ 1o4.oo ------ ------ 2,352.00 1,000.02 3,456.02 4 4 104.oo ------ ------ ------ 2,352.00 1,000.02 3,456.02 5 4 
Colorado--------- 32.00 $357-44 ------ 3,193.16 1,000.02 4,582.62 2 2 32.00 $357.44 ------ ------ 3,193.16 1,000.02 4,582.62 2 2 
New Mexico--->--- 347.20 ------ $LOO ------ 1,000.02 1,348.22 9 8 347.20 ------ $11.00 ------ ------ 1,000.02 · 1,358.22 9 9 
Arizona---------- 246. 75 714.8o ------ ------ 833,35 l, 79!+.90 8 10 246. 75 714.8o ------ 2,102.00 ------ 833.35 3,896.90 3 '6 
utah------------- 530.00 422.37 

____ .. _ ------ 1,000.02 1,952.39 6 7 530.00 422.37 
_____ ... ------ ------ 1,000.02 1,952.39 8 8 

Nevada----------- 141.75 384. 75 556.8o ------ l,000.02 2,o83.32 5 6 141.75 384. 75 ------- 556.8o ------ 1,000.02 2,083.32 7 7 
Qregon----------- 195.00 ------ ------ 4,76o.oo ------ 4,955.00 l l 195.00 ------ ------ ------ 4,76o.oo ------ 4,95.5.00 1 l 
Ca1ifornia------- 384.oo ------ 328.00 ------ 1,166.69 1,878.69 7 5 384.oo ------ 328.00 1,556.00 ------ 1,166.69 3,434.69 6 5 
Alaska----------- 150.00 ------ ------ ------ 833.35 983.35 ll ll 150.00 ------ ------ ------ ------ 833.35 983.35 ll ll 
Hawaii---------- - 284. 77 ------ -----·- ------ 833.35 1,118.12 10 9 284.77 ------ ------ ------ ------ 833.35 1,118.12 10 10 

Average !/------- $272.66 $469.84 $295.27 $3,013.79 $983.35 $2,513.92 $272.66 $li69.84 $169.50 $1,061.20 $3,013.79 $983.35 $2,850.10 

!/ The average fee has been computed in each category on ·the basis of .States that levy a tax in the category. 
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Figure 11. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a very light passenger car (No. 1). 
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Figure 12. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a mediumweight passenger car {No. 2}. 
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Figure 13. - State road-user and personal-property taxes on a heavyweight passenger car (No. 3). 
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Figure 14 .. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a pickup tru~k (No. 4) in private use. 
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Figure 15. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a 15, 000-pound stake truck (No. 5) In private use. 
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Figure 16. - state road-user and personal-pr-OJlerty taxes on a 19, 000-pound van truck (No. 6) in private use. 
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Figure 17. - State road-user and personal-property taxes on a 40, 000-pound tandem-axle dump truck (No. 7). 
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Figure 18. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a 40, 000-pound three-axle tractor-semitrailer combination (No. 8) in private use. 
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Figure 19.• State road-user and personal-property ta,res on a 55, 000-pound gasoline•powered four-axle tracto~.semitrailer eombinatiOn (No, 9) in private use. 
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Figure 20, - State road-user and personal-property taxes on a 55, 000-pound diesel-powered four-axle tractor-semitrailer combination (No. 10) in private use. 
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Figure 21. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a 62, 000•pound diesel-powered five-axle tractor-semitrailer combination (No. 11) in private use. 
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72,OOO-POUND DIESEL-POWERED FIVE-AXLE TRACTOR-SEMITRAILER (NO.12) 
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Figure 22. - state road-user and personal-property taxes on a 72, 000-pound diesel-powered five-axle tractor-semitrailer combination (No. 12) in private use. 
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F;gure 23 - • state road-user and personal-property taxes on a 76, 000-pound diesel-powered five-axle tractor-semitrailer and full trailer combination (No. 13} in private use. 
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Figure 24 .. -Comparison of State road-user taxes (personal-property taxes excluded), in cents per mile, for private use and contract operation, fo:i;- vehicle Nos. 8 and 9. 
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Figure 25. -Comparison of state road ... user taxes (persona.I-property taxes excluded), in cents per mile, for private use and contract operation, for vehicle Nos. 10 and ll. 
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Figure 26. -Comparison of state road-user taxes (personal-property taxes excluded), In cents per mile, for private use and contract operation, for vehicle Nos. 12 and 13. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, 1956-57 

A New Publication of the Bureau of Public Roads 

The ~ureau, of Public Roads recently pub• 
lished a n~w bulletin, dtassi{tooti® of Motor 
Vehicle$, .t956_;__5"1, reporting detailed informa
tion .on the n~mber of vehicles: registered in 

· 1000, with an estimate for 1957, classified ac
cording.to. type of vehicle, kind of fuel used; 
gross vehicle weight, and type .of use-farm, 
nonfarm, for~l!,ire, and publicly owned. 

The 123-page bulletin contabis a wealth of 
detailed information that has not been avail• 

· able sin~ Jhe,truck and bus inventory under• 
taken in 1941 as a wartime preparedness 
measur1:1. It represents a considerable effort 
oo tlle .parts. of the States, the Bureau. of 
Public Roads, and the bus industry, since the 
information jn the detail (l()ml)iled in this 
,study is not available. in the regular registra• 
.tion records of many States. 

In additfon to a brief, ~xplanatory text and 
. summaJ!y tables and illustrations, the publica• 

tion coi:itains three extensive series• of tab11· 

lations which will be extremely useful to high
way engineers, administrators, and econ
omists, as well as to others. interested in 
transportation and government. The first ()f 
these reports, by State11, the numbers of ve• 
hicles classified by type, by cl11ss of use, and 
by · kind of fuel used. The second · series re· 
ports, also by States, the. numbers of trucks 
and cotnbinations 'classified by types and· by 
gross vehicle weight groups. The third series 
reports, by Census divisions, the numbers of 
trucks and combinations classified by type, 
class of UBe; kind of · fuel used, and 1,rross ve• 
hicle weight. 

A fourth series of tables rel)?rts, by States, 
the farm registration rates and limitations 
on farm registrations, in those States. that 
have a separate farm registratii>n classifica
tion; and the numbers of trucks and conibi· 
nations registered in that classi:fleation, bY 
type of vehi<iie and gross vehicle weight: 

One of the problems faced in the study was 
the fact that the States use varying bases for 
weight classifieation in their registration sys
tems. To overcome this difficulty a series of 
conversion tables were devised, for relating 
known empty vehicle weight to probable gross 
Vehicle weight. The conversion tables are in
cluded in the publication,. since they should 
be of considerable use to many who use motor
vehicle statisti('S in their:.work. 

Another problem meed was that of duplt
cation of registrations. While this occurs but 
little for most vehicle groups, it is a common 
practice for commercial buses. The study 
was able to eliminate. such duplicate ·bus regis
traUons through the cooperation of the bus 
industry. 

Olassifi6,a.twn of Motor VeMcles, 1!J56-5"1, 
m:ay • be purch1iised from the Superinteildent 
<Jf Documents, U.S. Government Printing Of
fice, Washington 25, D.C., at 75 cents a copy. 






