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!NTROGLICTION 

The Nationwide Personal Transportation Study (NPTS) contains 
national data on the nature and characteristics of travel" It 
addresses a broad. range of tra·vel in the United Statest providi11!£ 
data on household lrips and travel for all purposes and modes of 
Lran,;portation. Only household travel cha,actcrislics are 
depicted by the )IPTS; data on freight movement is not collected. 

This volur~e of 1:he 1983/84 NPTS, Sumrn,;,ry of NPTS Trends, presents 
trends which can be traced through the 1969, 1977 and 1983/84 
ser1es of the ]'-.;PTS, ~ncluded i.s information Oil national 
dea1ographics, household composition 1 vehicle ownersh1µ~ housenold 
trave1, journey to workf vehicle utilization~ auto occupancyv 
mode splitp and drivers. Please note that there are different 
time spans between the 1969, 1977 and 1983/84 surveys (eight and 
:-;1x years respec""ively). This report does not atte1r.ipt to depict. 
th~s,:~ diffe1,.enccs in its gr,iphic presentations~ In add1tio11 to 
this document, a full report on the 1983/81 ~PTS will be 
p1lb~~shed wh_1ch V/ 11 provide rnore detail on transportation !rends 
over time~ In the full report speci2.l emphasis w)}1 be pla.c:ed on 
the 1983 data, since it has not previously been published. 

The survey provides the information necessary tc assist 
tr·ansportation planners and a:hers who need compreher1sjve data on 
t.r-ave1 and tra_nsµortation patterns 1n the Cn1<::e<l State;-;, The 
l 9 8 3 / 8 4 ,\J' PT S i s s po n s o :( e d by s e v e r a ] a g e n c i e s o i t n c L_; , S " 
Department of T1·ansportation (DOT), fhese include the Fecteral 
dlghway Adrnl.nisl;:"ation~ the Office of ':-he Secretaryr the A.,·fat.J.onal 
H i g h way -:::_" r a. f f ~ c Sa f e t y Ad rn j n i s t r a t ~ on a n d t n e l~ r tJ an i'\1 a s s 
T'ransporta t ion Admi n is t rat i oco The survey was con due ted by t11e 
bureau of Census, 

A pt1blic USP. t2"pe ai:id acco'npanylng docu~T1enlatior:. for the 1983/84 
>-JPLS are available for- ct fee" t\ rnore detailed rcpo:~t 0£ the 
rt'sults of the 1983/84 NPTS wi 11 be pub! isoed in tnc future. 

t'or :11ore infonna.tion on NPTS products~ contact; 

Off:ce of Highway Infcrma.t ion Managerr.ent, l!P~1--30 
Federal Highway Admin,strat1on 
Washington, D.C 20590 
(202) 426-0178 
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Over t. i me the number of househo 1 d veh i c I es per driver has been 
increasingo The tr-end is towards each driver having at ~east one 
vehicle. 

in Number of Vehicles per licensed Driver 

! 
rnn 1983 
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TRAVEL 

Although average annual vehicle m !es of travel per household has 
decreased slightly over time, travel for shopping and for other 
family or personal business has increasecL One possible reason 
is the g:rowth of wo, income families resulting in increases in 
disposable income to purchase goods and services, Home to work 
and social and re rea ional travel have decreased over time, 
which may !:)e due to the increase in job opportllnities and 
recreational acti ities in the suburbs 1 resulting in shorter trip 
lengths, 

AVERAGE ANNUAL VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL 
PER HOUSEHOLD FOR SELECTED TRIP PURPOSES 

Tri Purpose 1969 1983 

Home to Work 1, 183 3,538 
Shopping 929 l , 5 6 7 
Other Fami Ly or 

Perso?Jal Business J., 270 1,816 
Soci~l and Recreation 4,094 3,534 
All Purposes 12,423 l l , 7 3 ~ 

:h"'"""""" in Annual VMT Per 
Household for Selected Trip 

1,000 

1969 198J 

Percent 
Change 

69-83 

-] 5 
69 

13 
-14 

--6 

11 
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Ot 

Since 1977 averase vehicle occupancy has decreased slightly. 
Social and recreational tr,ps continue to have the hignest 
cc~upancy rate, since people often take st1ch trips in groups, 
whi:e home to work tr;p,:. have !,ad the Jow1cst occupancy r,ue of 
the trip purposes shown. ~he trend toward lower occupancy rates 
lEi partia!1y the result of increa~1es in vehicle ovrnership; with 
the number of v€hicles approaching the nu1r.t1er of drivers by 1983. 
In addition, the 76 percent increase in one person households 
betwec11 19&Y and 19d3 contributed to lower auto occupancy. 

OCCUPANCY FOR SELECTED rRI P PIJRPOSES 

Pere Change 

l 9 7 1983 - 77 77 -8 3 n9--83 

to ] 0 4 l . l [) -7 -7 
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The avet'a,g;:: tra.v t'..me to work. ha.s decl"eased Ji tly, while t.be 
ave age o e istancc is the same as 196 Tnis may be 
partially ~ue to the r location of obs 1o s:1buri1ban and exurban 
areasv a.llowir:g v;ork trips to b,£ at ;;;omewhat g:rea er speeds" 
Wo~k t:·:ps ia 1 i t trucks have shown a decrea c in distance 
txa.vr:led since ·,96. ]"'his rnay be attt"'ibu ed to the changing use 
of light trucks; f1~om a vehicle which hauls rnaterialsJ' to one 
which i.s used 1-ke an ~uton1obi le" 

DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS 
BY USUAL MODE TO WORK* 
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Dl STR! BUJ.'IOl'tOF EST!:0/\l'ED ANNUAL MILES ~R:VETu 
BY DHIVE~,t ACE MW SEX 

Age 1969 l 9 77 1983 

16< 9 Lt 3 ~ 2 2. U 
20-34 27. 0 2 9. 7 ?. 8. 6 

Male 35-54 3().; 2L 2 n. 0 
55-64 9 ,, 3 8. 5 9. 3 

65+ 3. 7 3. 7 3.8 

Tot.al 73.2 7 2. 3 70,7 

16- l 9 l "5 J . 6 J 1 
?.0-34 9' C) 11 . 9 l 2. 4 

Female 3 5 - 5 4 11 ? ,J l O . 1 l O • 9 
55 64 2. 9 2. 8 3.4 

65 ➔ l . ?. 1 . 3 1. 5 

To:al 26.8 27. 7 29,3 
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