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INTRODUCTION

The Naticenwide Perscnal Transportation Study (NPTIS) contains
natiocnal data on the nature and characteristics of travel. It
addresses a broad range of travel in the United States, providing
data on household trips and travel for all purposes and modes of
trapsportation, Only household travel characteristics are
depicted by the NPTIS; data on freight movement is not collected.

This volume of the 1983/84 NPTS, Summary of KPTS Trends, presents
trends which can be traced through the 1%6%, 1977 and 1983/84
sevies of the NPTS. included is information on national
demographics, household composition, vehicle ownersnip, housencld

travel, journey to work, vehicle utilization, auto occupancy,
mode split, and drivers. Please note that there are different
time spans between the 1969, 1977 and 1983/84 surveys {eight and
six years respectively). This report does not attempt to depict
these differences in its graphic presectations. In addition, to
this document, a f I repovrt on the 1983/84 NPTS will be

U

T

published which will provide more detail on transportation ifrends

over time. Ip the full report special emphasis will be placed on
1

the 1983 dataz, since it has not previously been published.

fhe survey provides the information necessar t
transpovtation planners and cthers who need comprehensive data on
travel and transportation patterns in the United States. The
1983/84 NPTE is sponsored by several agencies of tne U.S5.
Department of Transpertation (DUT). These include the Fedeval
Highway Administration, the Qffice of the Secretary, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration and tne Urpan Mass
Transportation Administration. The survey was conducted by tue
Bureau of Census.

vy to assist
)

NPTH are available for a fee. A& more detailed report o
results of the 1983/84 NPTS will be publisned in tne future.

A public use tape and accompanying documentation for the 1933/84
I tne

For more information on NPTS products, contact:

Office of Highway Infcrmation Management, HPM-30
Federal Highway Administration

Washingten, D.C. 206590

(202) 426-0178



SUMMARY STATISTICS 1
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KEY SURVEY INDICATIONS
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The number of household vehicles is incress
than hougehold tvips, and bunth of these are inc ing faster
than ¥MT. This indicates that Amervicans own wmore vehjcles, hut
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VERICLE OWNERSHIP

Over time the mumber of househeld vehicles per driver has been
increasing. The trend is towards each driver having at least one
vehicle.

Change in Number of Vehicles per Licensed Driver

1.2

Yehiclps/ Licensed Driver
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HOUSEHROLD TRAVEL

Although average annual vehicle miles of travel per household bas
decreased slightly over time, travel for shopping and for other
family or personal business has increased. One possible reason
is the growth of two income families resuliing in increases in
disposable income to purchase goods and services. Home to work
and scecial and recreational travel have decreased over time,
which may be due to the increase in job opportunities and
recreational activities in the suburbs, resulting in shorter ivip

lengths.
AVERAGE ANNUAL VERICLE MILES OF TRAVEL
PER HOUSEHOLD FOR SELECTED TRIP PURPOSES
Percent
Change
Trip Purpose 1969 1983 6%-83
Home to Work 4,183 3,538 ~15
Shoupping 929 1,567 69
Other Family or
Personal Business 1,270 1,814 43
Soceial and Recreaiion 4,094 3,534 ~-14
All Purposes 12,423 11,739 ]
Changes in Average Amnusl YMT Per
Household for Selected Trip Purposes
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AUTO QOCCUPANGY

Since 1977
Social ang
croupancy vate,
while
the trip purposes
is partially the

average vehicle
recreational tri
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bome to work trips have had the lowest occupancy rate of
trend toward lower occcupancy rates

with

the number of vehicles appreoaching the number of drivers by 1983,
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In addition, the 74
between 1969 and
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AVERAGE AUTC OCCUPANCY

1983 contributed to

increase Iip one person

FOR SELECTED

lower auto occupancy.

TRIP PURPOSES

59-83

-7

Percent Change
1969 1977 1983 6977 71-83
Home to work L4 1.4 1.3 g -7
Shopping 2.0 1.9 1.7 -5 =11
Other family or
pervsonal business 1.9 1.8 1.8 -5 g
Social and recreation 2.5 2.4 2.2 4 -3
All Puvposes 1.9 1.9 1.8 i -5
Avarags Auto Oooupenoy tor Selected Trip Purposes
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The avera

average commute distance is the same as

partially due to the relocaztion of jobs to

areas,

Work trips via light trucks have shown &
traveled since 196%. This may be attributed to

of light trucks, from a vehicle which haul

which is used [ike an automobile.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS
BY USUAL MODRE TO WORK®

1969 19717

Auto §2.7 8G.5
Truck 8.1 12.5
Pubiic Transit 5.4 4.7
Other 0.8 2.3
Total 100.0 100.0
*Excludes walk trips.

COMMUTER TRAVEL PATTERNS BY USUAL

ravel time o work has decreased

Nemei
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allowing work trips to be made at gomewhat greater speeds.
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mmber of Vehicies 1969 1977 1983
One 10,800 3459 Lo, 257
Two 12,000 10,55 10,854
Three or more 12,800 Lo 9,793
Total 11,600 10,315
AVERAGE ESTIMATED ANNUAL MILES
BY NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLD ADULTS
Number of Adulis 1eTT 1983
Gne 8,835 3,517
Two 18,223 14,303
Three 10,602 16,432
Four or more 10,622 11,834
Total 16, 368 10,315
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