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T i m e ttmit for Comple t ion of 
Mechanic Examina t i ons 

The Federal Aviation Agency pub­
lished: as a notice of proposed rule mak­
ing (28 F.B. 10571) and circulated as 
Civ i l Air Regulations Draft Release No. 
61-24 dated November 1,1961, a proposal 
to amend-Part 24 of the Civil Air Regula­
tions- t o require an applicant for a me­
chanic certificate and rating to complete 
successfully all parts of the prescribed 
written, oral, and practical examinations 
within a. period of 24 consecutive calen­
dar months before he could obtain the 
certificate and rating. 

As stated In Draft Release 61-24, the 
current provisions of Part 24 do not pro­
vide a specific period of time in which 
an applicant for a mechanic certificate 
and rating must complete successfully 
all parts of the prescribed examinations. 
In this respect, the Agency, in consider­
ing and justifying the proposed amend­
ments, took into account the many occa­
sions where applicants have taken a 
portion of the prescribed examinations, 
then either delayed completing the re­
maining parts for several years or, on 
many occasions, never completed the re­
maining parts. 

Accordingly, to assure that the knowl­
edge and skill ef an applicant is current, 
i24.18 is amended to require that all 
parts of the prescribed examinations 
must, be completed successfully by the 
applicant within a period of 24 consecu­
tive calendar months before he can ob­
tain a mechanic certificate and rating, 
or an additional rating. Moreover, pro­
vision ia made to credit an applicant 
with any part of the prescribed examina­
tions passed by him before the effective 
date of this amendment. That credit 
will be good for 24 consecutive calendar 

months after the effective date of this 
amendment. 

interested persons have been afforded 
an opportunity to participate in the 
making of this amendment, and due 
consideration has been given to all rele­
vant matter presented. The majority 
of comments received in response to 
Draft Release 61-24 concurred in the 
adoption of the rule as it was proposed. 
However, in response to certain com­
ments received, the proposed amend­
ment has been revised to make it clear 
that the amendment applies to both an 
applicant for a mechanic certificate and 
rating, and to the holder of a mechanic 
certificate who applies for an additional 
rating. There were several comments 
which expressed the view that the 24-
month period was too long and suggested 
a shorter period such as 12 months. On 
the other hand, a few comments sug­
gested that the time lirriit was too short 
and, further, that some provision should 
be made to recognize those instances 
where an applicant would be unable to 
complete all parts of the prescribed 
mechanic examinations because of ill­
ness or military service. 

-The Agency has carefully evaluated 
all of the comments received, and be­
lieves that the time limit of 24 months 
to be the most reasonable period of time 
within which an applicant should be able 
to complete successfully all parts of the 
prescribed examinations. In addition, 
the 24-month period parallels the cur­
rent provisions of Part 24 with respect 
to recent experience requirements which 
must be met by a certificated mechanic 
before he may exercise the privileges oi 
his certificate. Furthermore, any in­
crease in the proposed time limitation 
would be Inconsistent with the Agency's 
stated objective of imposing a time lim­
itation to require that the knowledge 
and skill of an applicant is current at 
the time he obtains a mechanic certifi­
cate and appropriate rating. 

In consideration of the foregoing, Part 

24 of the Civil Air Regulations. (14 CFR 
Part 24, as amended) is hereby amended 
as follows, effective May 29,. 19621 

1. By amending S 24.1 by adding in 
proper alphabetical order a new defini­
tion to read as follows: 
§ 24.1 Definitions. 

* • * * * 
Calendar month. Calendar month 

means that period of time extending 
from the first day of any month 
delineated by the calendar through the 
last day thereof. 

N O T E : For example, a period, of 24 consecu­
tive calendar months beginning in Jul? 
would end on July 31 two years later. 

2. By amending S 24.18 to read as 
follows: 
§ 24-18 Examinations. 

(a) Examinations are conducted by 
an authorized representative of the 
Administrator at such times and places 
as the Admrmstrator may designate. 

(b) Except as provided in paragrapn 
<c) of this section, no applicant may ob­
tain a mechanic certificate and rating, 
or an additional rating, unless all pre­
scribed examinations have been com­
pleted successfully within a period of 24 
consecutive calendar months. 

(c) An applicant who, prior to May 
29, 1362, has completed successfully any 
part of the prescribed examinations ior 
a mechanic certificate and rating, or for 
an additional rating, may receive credit 
for such part for 24 consecutive calendar 
months after that date. 
(Sees. 313(a), 601, 602; 72 Stat. 752, 775, 776; 
49 U.S.G. 1364, 1421, 1422) 

Issued in Washington, D.C, on April 
20. 1962. 

N. E. HALABY, 
Administrator. 

[F.R. Doc. 62-4093; Filed, Apr. 26, 1962; 
8:45 ajn.] 
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