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MASTER SWITCH REQUIREMENTS 

The currently effective provisions of 
§ 6.623 require that a master switch, ar
rangement be provided to .permit ex
peditious disconnection of all electric 
power sources from all load circuits and 
that the point of disconnection be ad
jacent to the power source. An identi
cal provision is set forth in § 3.688 of 
Part 3 for airplanes in the normal, 
utility, and acrobatic categories. 

I n a separate rule making action, ini
tiated in response to a petition by i n 
terested persons, the provisions of 
§ 3.688 have been amended to permit 
connection of load circuits i n such 
manner that they remain energized 
after the master switch is opened if 
such circuits are protected by circuit 
protective devices, rated at five amperes 
or less, located adjacent to the electric 
power source. This amendment of 
§'3.688 was based on the determination 
by the Agency that load circuits wired 
directly to electric power sources 
through low-rated protective devices are 
not only less costly and more reliable 
than switch-relay circuits designed to 
comply with the previously effective rule, 
but are no more likely to ignite fuel in 
a crash. Further, tests witnessed by 
Agency representatives, coupled with 
the satisfactory safety record estab
lished by aircraft which were fitted 
with auxiliary circuits wired around the 
master switch, indicate that electrical 
ignition of fuel during a crash is less 
probable t h a n previously believed. 

Since the master switch provisions are 
needed for Part 6 rotorcraft for the same 
reasons they are needed for Part 3 air
planes, a.similar amendment to Part 6 is 
considered to be appropriate. Accord
ingly, § 6.623 is being amended to per

mi t connection of load circuits i n such 
manner that they remain energized 
after the master switch is opened if 
such circuits are protected by circuit 
^protective devices, rated at five amperes 
or less, located adjacent to the electric 
power source. 

Since this regulation provides relief 
from the provisions of the previous 
regulation, and imposes no additional 
burden upon any persons,, compliance 
with the notice and public procedure 
provisions of the Administrative Pro
cedure Act is unnecessary, and good 
cause exists for making this regulation 
effective immediately. 

In consideration of the loregoing, 
8 6.623 of Part 6 of the Civil Air Regu
lations (14 CFR Part 6, as amended) 
is hereby amended, to read as follows, 
effective December 18,1962: 
§ 6.623 Master switch arrangement; 

A master switch arrangement shall be 
provided to permit expeditious discon
nection of all electric power sources 
from the main bus. The point of dis
connection shall be adjacent to the 
power sources. Load circuits may be 
connected in such manner that they 
remain energized after the master 
switch is opened if they are protected 
by circuit protective devices, rated at 
five amperes or less, located adjacent to 
the electric power source. 
(Sees. 813(a), 601, 603; 72 Stat. 752, 775, 
776; 49 U.S.C. 1354, 1421, 1423) 

Issued in Washington, D . C , on De
cember 18,1962. 

N . E . HALABY, 
Administrator. 

[FJl. Doc. 62-12682; Piled, Dec. 26, 1962; 
8:45 a.m.] 
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