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SUMMARY 0 7 BliIOES RULES 

The f o l l o w i n g i s a s u m m a r y of t h e g e n e r a l , c o n t a c t , I n s t r u m e n t sad 
a c r o b a t i c f l i g h t r u l e s p r e s c r i b e d in F a r t 60 o f t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a ­
t i o n s . I t s h o u l d be u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h i s s u m m a r y i f f o r q u i c k r e f ­
e r e n c e and e x p l a n a t i o n and that none of t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e C i v i l 
A i r R e g u l a t i o n s are s u p e r s e d e d or c h a n g e d h e r e b y . 

QSBXUL HDXJS 

km The f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l f l i g h t r u l e s g o v e r n f l i g h t s w i t h i n t h e 
l i m i t s o f a c i v i l a i r w a y o r c o n t r o l i o n e o f i n t e r s e c t i o n o r 
e l s e w h e r e I n I n t e r s t a t e o r f o r e i g n a i r c o m m e r c e I - ;• 

1* The p i l o t o f a c i v i l airora f t s h a l l p o s s e s s a v a l i d 
p i X o t c e r t i f i c a t e o f c o m p e t e n c y . ( S e e S e c t i o n 6 0 , 

2 . A i r c r a f t s h a l l b e p o s s e s s e d o f a v a l i d a i r c r a f t r e g ­
i s t r a t i o n a n d a i r w o r t h i n e s s o r e x p e r i m e n t a l c e r t i f i c a t e s , 
( f l e e S e o t i o n 6 0 , 3 1 ) 

B. The f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l fXifefet r u l e s g o v e r n f X l t f & i * m a d e a a y w f c e r e 
i n t h e n a v i g a b l e a i r s p a c e o y e r t h e Xa&da a n d w a t e r s o f t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

X . A i r o r a f t s h a l l b e p o s s s a t a d o f a v a l i d i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
m a r k a i t l * n e d o r a p p r o v e d t h a r e f o r bjr tee 0 1 * 1 1 A o r o M t t t i f t s * M f * 
( 8 m S e c t i o n 6 0 . 3 2 ) 

2 . A i r c r a f t s h a l l t a k e o f f a n d l a n d i n a c c o r d a n c e W i t h 
t h e f o l l o w i n g r u l e s i 

a» A i r o r a f t i h a l l o b s e r v e l o c a l f i a X d t r a f f i c 
r u l e a a s a p p r o v e d b y t h e B o a r d ( S e e 
S e o t l o n 6 0 . 3 3 0 0 ) 

b , k t a k e - o f f a h a l l n o t b o a o t m t & o o d \ i n t l X t h e r e 
I s n o r l i k o f o o l l i s i e a w i t h o t h e r a i r o r a f t 
d a r i n g t a o H t a k e - o f f * ( l a a S o o t i e r . ( 5 0 . 3 3 0 1 ) 

o . A i r o r a f t • h a l l c i r c l e t h e a i r p o r t t o t h e l e f t , ' 
u n l e t s e t h e r i n s t r u c t i o n s a r e r e c e i v e d 
f r o m t h o a i r p o r t t r a f f i c o o n t r o X t o w e r * o r 
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unless local traffic rules approved b y the 
BosWd provide otherwise. (See Section 

6 0 . 3 3 0 2 ) 

d* Aircraft shall maintain a straight approach 
course ̂ or the last one thousand feet before 
crossing the airport boundary, unless im­
practicable. (See Section 6 0 . 3 3 0 3 ) 

e. aircraft Baking a contact flight within 
three miles horisontally of the center of 
an airport and below three thousand feet 
above the ground or water shall conform to 
the circuit rule for such airport* (See 
Section 8 0 , 3 3 0 4 ) 

f. Air traffic departing from, or arriving at, 
a control airport shall take precedence over 
other air traffic within the control zone of 
such airport and will be governed by special 
traffic rules approved by the Joard -
(See Section 6 0 , 3 3 0 5 ) 

g. When starting or running an aircraft engine, 
a competent operator shall be, stationed in 
the aircraft attending the engine controls, 
and blocks oust be under the wheels, or an 
adequate parking brake must be fully set. 
(See Section 6 0 . 3 3 1 ) 

h. tinen approaching a landing area where there 
is a congestion of aircraft or an assembly of 
persons or automobiles, pilot shall proceed 
with caution, a n d aeceriaija if the l a n d i n g 

area is *open« or "closed", (See Sections 
6 0 . 3 3 2 and 6 0 . 8 9 1 1 ) 

1 . Aircraft taking off or landing over any high 
explosive danger area shall be flown in such 
a manner as to permit an emergency landing 
outside of such area In the event of com­
plete power failure- (See Section 6 0 . 3 3 3 ) 

3* f h » following general rules govern the flight of aircraft 
•nroutei • 

a. Aircraft shall have right of way in the 
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OEXEBAL RULES 

following orderi (See Section 60.340) 

(1) Balloons, Gliders, Airships, 
Airplanes. 

(2) When two aircraft are on orossing 
courses, the aircraft hawing the 
ether on its left shall have right 
of way. 

(3) Aircraft approaching head-on or ap­
proximately so. shall both alter 
course to the right to pass each 
other at a distance of at least five 
hundred feet* 

(4) Overtaking aircraft shall keep clear 
of overtaken aircraft by altering 
course to the right. 

(5) Landing aircraft maintaining a 
straight approach course for the last 
one thousand feet before crossing .. 
the airport boundary shall have right 
of way over other aircraft in flight 
or on the ground or water except air­
craft landing in distress. 

(6) Aircraft in distress shall have right 
of way in attempting to land. 

(7) When landing or maneuvering in prep­
aration to land* aircraft at lower 
altitudes shall have right of way" 
over aircraft at higher altitudes. 

b. Aircraft flying along a civil airway shall, except 
when impracticable for reasons of safety, keep to 
the right side of such radio range course as is 
projected along the airway. (See Section 60.343) 

c. Civil aircraft shall not be flown closer than five 
hundred feet to any other aircraft in flight except 
when flown in formation by prearrangement. (See 
Section 60.343) 

d. Unless lawfully carried for legitimate purposes, no 
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explos ives , e r a s , or B U N I T I O N S o f war s h a l l he 
carried "by or l a anj^ c i v i l a ircraft* (See 
Sect ion 60.544) 

e . So p i l o t or any other member of the crev of am 
a i rcra f t i n f l i g h t s h a l l be under the inf luence 
of, or use in tox i ca t ing l iquor or habit forming 
drugs, nor s h a l l the p i l o t of an a i rcra f t carry 
any other person who ifl obviously under the i n ­
f luence of i n t o x i c a t i n g l iquor or habit forming 
drugs, except a medical pat i ent under care , or 
l a ease of emergency. (See Sect ion 60.345) 

f. A c i v i l a i rcra f t sha l l not tow any device or 
object unless permission therefor has been granted 
by the Board . (See Sect ion 60.346) 

g . Unless permission has been granted by the Au­
thor i ty , no object c r thing other than loose f i n s 
sand, lead shot , fue l or water s h a l l be dropped 
or re leased from an a i rcra f t in f l i g h t . (See 
Sect ion 60.347) 

h. So c i v i l a i rcra f t s h a l l f l y within an a irspacs 
reservat ion s e t apart by lav* (See Sect ion 
60.348) 

4* I x c l u s i v s of taking o f f or landing, a i rcra f t s h a l l act be 
flown bslow the fo l lowing minimun safs a l t i t u d e s : (Sss 
Sect ion 60*35) 

a* 1000 f s e t over congested areas . 

b. 1000 f ee t over high explos ive danger areas. 

c . 1000 f e e t ovsr any f edera l penal I n s t i t u t i o n or 
open a i r assembly of parsons. 

d* Ppr a i rcra f t making a contact f l i g h t as defined 
i n Section 60*1301 

(1) 500 f e e t above the grouna c r water, 
elsewhere than A S spec i f i ed i n para­
graph a, b, and c above* 

( 2 ) 500 f e e t from any mountain, h i l l or 
other obstruct ion. 
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(3) For seaplanes and anpblMaai during 
daylight hours, over open water, 300 
feet above toe water* 

e. For airoraft making an instrument flight as defined in 
Section 60.1313 
(1) 1000 feet above the ground or water. 

(2) 1000 feet from any mountain, hill or other 
obstruction. 

f. An aircraft may be flown at an altitude lees than those 
specified in paragraphs d and e above whan necessary in 
properly supervised student instruction, solo practice 
or flight tests. 

5. A parachute carried available for immediate use shall have 
been packed within the preceding sixty days. (See Seotion 
60.36.) 

6. Aircraft flown for hire at night more than three miles from 
the airport of take off shall be equipped with certified 
landing flares. (See Section 60.37.) 

7. Airmen shall observe air traffic control procedures and 
phraseologies, (such as those contained in Manual 60 issued 
by the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics), which provide 
adequately for safety in air commerce and allow ready under­
standing. (See Section 60.38). 

CONTACT RULES 

A. In order to make a flight in accordance with contact flight rules 
within the limits of a civil airway or control zone of intersection 
or elsewhere in interstate or foreign air commerce, the following 
conditions of flight must be met: 

1. Minimum weather conditions allowing the observance of contact 
flight rules are as follows: (See Section 60.440 to 60*449, 
Inclusive.) 

a. Ceiling: 

(l) Day - 800 feet (1,000 feet if precipitation 
is occurring In any form.) -

' ; - 5^- 8-1-40 
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(3} Higrfc - 1,000 feet 

b . YitiMlityt 

(1) Above 1,000 feet above the ground 
or water -

(a) Bay - 3 miles at flight altitude. 

<b) Ri^it - 3 milee at flight 
altitude, 

(2) At or below 1,000 feet above the ground 
.or voter 

(a) Outside of control zone* -

(X) Bay- X mile, 

( 2 ) Night - 3 miles. 

to) Vitals eontroX zone*-

(X) iay * 3 silee; 1 ml,Xe if 
flight is properXy author­
ized by a e«rtificated eontroX 
tower operator* 

( 3 ) Hight - 3 miles; 2 miles If 
flight is properly author*-
iaed by a certificated control 

, tower operator. 

2 , Minimum distances for flight below or above an overcast or 
• eXoud formation allowing the observance of eon tact flight 
rules are as follows: 

a* Day - 300 feet vertically to the base or top of 
an overcast or cloud forma£ioa* (800 feet ver­
tically if precipitation is occurring in any 
form.) 

b, Sight - 500 feet vertically to the base or top of 
aa overcast or cloud formation. 

5. Aircraft shall not be flown closer than 3000 feet horizontally 
- 6 - 8-1-40 
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COHTACT BOTES 

to a cloud formation or overcast at any time . 
during ascent, descent or level fligh* within 
the cloud level. 

Contact flight operations say, for reasons of safety 
bs restricted or suspended as followst (8«s Sections 
60.440 (b) and 60.441 (b).) 

a. By an airway traffic control canter for 
flight within the airway traffic control 
area of such center. 

b. By a certificated airport control tower op­
erator for flight within the control zone of 
such control tower. 

Flight in accordance with contact flight rules nay be con* 
ducted over broken clouds or stretches of solid overcast If 
the attitude of the aircraft and its flight path can at all 
tines be controlled by visual reference to the ground or 
water and the pilot observes the minimus distances from 
overcast and cloud formations. 

B. The pilot of an aircraft meeting the contact flight rule conditions of 
flight described in paragraphs 1, 8, 3, 4, and 5 above may conduct 
such flight in accordance with the following rules, 

1. Pilot Is not required to have an instrument rating. (See 
Section 60.40.) 

2. Aircraft need not be equipped with blind flying Instru­
ments or two-way radio equipment. (See Section 60.41.) 

3. Aircraft need only have fuel and oil sufficient to com­
plete flight to, and landing at, point of first intended 
landing. (See Section 60*42.) 

4. Pilot is not required to submit flight plan (See Section 
60.43), however, 

a. Should a pilot desire that information con­
cerning his proposed flight be transmitted by 
a Federal airway communication facility to 
point of first intended landing, a complete 
flight plan must be submitted to such facility. 

b. If a pilot has submitted or authorized the sub­
mission of a flight plan for transmission to 

4. 

5. 

" f r y 
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CONTACT HDiaS 
point of first intended landing aa described 
in paragraph. 4a above, he shall! immediately 
upon landing or upon the completion of t**e 
flight, file aa arrival message for trans-
mission to the point of departure* (Bee 
Section 60.430.) 

0. Pilot is not required to have an alternate airport. (See 
Section 60.45.) 

6. If weather conditions below the ainimuae allowing the ob­
servance of contact flight rules are anticipated or are 
actually encountered enroute, a landing shall be made at 
the nearest airport at which weather conditions are equal 
to or better than such minimums, or flight shall be altered 
sufficiently to insure that the flight shall be made wholly 
under conditions'as good as or better than such minimums. 
(See Section 60.470.) 

7. So communication contacts enroute are required although It 
la recommended that if the aircraft is possessed of two-
way radio, the communications procedures provided for in­
strument flight rule operations be followed. (See Section 
60.471.) 

8. If a flight plan has been submitted in accordance with 
paragraph 4a above, no notice of any change in such 
flight plan Is required. However, if the aircraft ie 
equipped with two-way radio, it is recommended that the 
procedure provided for instrument flight rule operations 
be followed. (See Section 60.472.) 

9. So specific flight altitudes are required although it is 
recommended that cruising altitudes above 1000 feet above 
the ground or water conform to those prescribed for in­
strument flight rule operations. (See Section 60.48.) 

IBSraJKBBf HUES 

A. The following flight rules govern flights within or approaching the 
limits of a civil airway or control zone of Intersection or else­
where in interstate or foreign air commerce when such flights are 
made In closer proximity to overcast or cloud formations than the 
distances prescribed for contact flight rules or In weather con­
ditions worse than those prescribed for contact flight rules. 

1* Landing and takeoff weather minimums governing flights 
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aade subject to instrument flight rules, ether than 
by public aircraft or by scheduled airline aircraft, 
are as follows: (See Section 60.54.) 

a. landing - Ceiling 500 feet, visibility 1 

b. Take-off - Ceiling 500 feet, visibility 
1 nlle, except as follows: 

(1) At a control airport equipped with 
a directional aid to air navigation, 
a certificated airport control tower 
operator on duty at such airport may 
authorise take-off when the ceiling 
is not less than 300 feet and the 
visibility Is not less than one-
half nlle. 

2. Pilot of civil aircraft shall hold a valid Instrument rat­
ing, airline transport pilot certificate or military In­
strument flying rating. (See Section 60.50) 

3. aircraft shall be certificated as being equipped with proper 
blind flying instruments and two-way radio. (See Section 
60.50.) 

4* Aircraft shall have fuel and oil sufficient to complete 
flight to point of first intended landing and to fly and 
land at the alternate airport, and thereafter, If unable 
to land immediately at the alternate airport, to fly at 
normal cruising consumption for a period of at least forty-
five minutes* (See Section 60.52.) 

5. flight plan requirements governing a flight subject to in­
strument flight rules are as follows: (See Section 60.53.) 

a. Within an airway traffic control area: 
(1) Sligit plan shall be approved by the 

airway traffic control center prior to 
take-off from any point within its 
control area and prior to entering 
such area. 

(2) Flight plan approval and flight plan 

mile. 
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amendmenta will be issued by an airway traffic 
control center in the fern of a traffic clear­
ance which will indicate the portion of the 
control area over which flight plan has been 
approved, and the pilot shall fully comply with 
the instructions oontained in such traffic 
clearance* 

b* Outside of an airway traffic control area: 

(1) No flight plan need be submitted nor approval 
thereof be obtained for flight wholly outside of 
an airway traffic control area, but the follow­
ing procedures shall be observed: 

(a) Prior to entry to or take-off from within 
a control zone of intersection served by a 
radio voice communications station of a 
Federal airway communication stations* a 
pilot shall establish communication with 
such station either directly or through 
other communication channels end forward 
the expected time of arrival or departure, 
the altitude to be flown through the 
control zone of intersection and the course 
or courses to be followed while within such 

' zone, 

(b) Traffic information and advice may be issued 
by the radio voice communication station ser­
ving a control cone of intersection when 
traffic conditions make such information and 
advice necessary* Communication may be 
effected directly through the communication 
station, through airline radio, or through 
airport control tower radio* 

c* If the pilot of an aircraft has submitted or authorized 
the submission of a flight plan for transmission to desti­
nation, he shall Immediately upon landing or upon completion 
of the flight file aa arrival message for transmission to 
po lat of departure. 
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6. The pilot of an aircraft proposing a flight subset to 
instrument flight rules shall have an alternate airport 
having a landing area suitable for the equipment to be 
used, and weather reports and forecasts indicate that 
weather conditions at the alternate airport will remain 
at or above the following minimums: (See Section 60.56.) 

a. If the alternate airport is equipped with a 
radio range station In operation, a celling of 
at least 3000 feet and a visibility of at least 
three miles if an overcast exists, or a ceiling 
of at least 1500 feet and a visibility of at 
least three miles if broken clouds exist* 

b. If the alternate airport Is not equipped with a 
radio range station in operation, and unlimited 
calling and a visibility of at least three miles. 

7. Flight over the top of an overcast or cloud formation shall 
be subject to Instrument flight rules whenever the attitude 
of the aircraft and its flight path cannot be controlled at 
all times by visual reference to the ground or water. (See 
Section 60.56.) 

8. She following rules govern a flight enrouts through in­
strument flight rule weather conditions* (Bs* Section 
60.57.) 

a* If weather reports available to a pilot enroute 
Indicate conditions below minimums allowing op­
eration into the airport of destination, pilot 
shall proceed to alternate airport or to airport 
at which weather conditions are at or above) the 
prescribed landing minimums. 

b* Pilot shall maintain a continuous listening watch 
on the appropriate radio frequency and shall report 
time and altitude of passing each designated radio 
fix together with any unanticipated weather condl^ 
tlons being encountered and any other information 
pertinent to the aircraft movement. 

c. In the event of failure of aircraft two-way commu­
nication equipment, the pilot may continue flight 
in accordance with contact flight rules if weather 
conditions permit, may effect a landing at a suitable 

Artsy 
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airport , or may continue f l i g h t i n accordance with 
f l i g h t plan as submitted a*d subsequently approred 
or amended* 

d. Pr ior to making a change i n any approved f l i g h t p lan, 
approval for such proposed change must f i r s t be ob­
tained from the airway t r a f f i c control center for the 
oontrol area i n which the f l i g h t i s progress ing. 

t-

9. tJnless d i f f erent a l t i t u d e s are assigned by an airway t r a f f i c 
control center, f l i g h t made i n accordance with instrument f l i g h t 
ru le s s h a l l be governed by the fol lowing f l i g h t a l t i t u d e rules} 
(See Sect ion 6 0 . 5 8 . ) 

a. Along green and red c i v i l ' a i r w a y s : 

(1 ) Zastbound (0 to 180 degrees true) - OSS 
thousand foot l e v e l . ( 3 ,000 * 5,000, e t c . ) 

( 2 ) Westbound (180 to 0 degrees true) - 27XJT 
thousand foot l e v e l . (2 ,000 - 4 ,000 , e t c ) 

b . Along amber and blue c i v i l airways: 

(1) Horthbound (270 to 90 degrees t r o t ) - ODD 
thousand foot l e v e l . (3 ,000 - 5,000, e t c . ) 

(3) Southbound (90 to 270 degrees true) -1*18" 
thousand f o o t l e v e l . ( 2 ,000 - 4 ,000 , e t c . ) 

o . At airway i n t e r s e c t i o n s ! 

( l ) I f airway being fol lowed has p r i o r i t y 
through the In tersec t ion , 310 change 
I s necessary. 

(3) I f airway being followed does not have 
pr ior i ty* add 500 f e e t to cru is ing a l t i ­
tude l e v e l while cross ing the other 
airway. 

d. On Off-Airway f l i g h t s : 

( 1 ) Approaching for croes ing a c i v i l airway, 
not a t a oontrol tone of i n t e r s e c t i o n : 

8-1-40 
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(a) laatbound (0 to 180 degrees true) -
02© thousand foot level plus 600 
feet. (3,600 - 5.600, etc.) 

(b) Westbound (180 to 0 degrees true) -
BVfflT thousand foot level plus 500 
feet. (2,500 - 4,500, etc.) 

(2) Off a CITII airway and not approaching for •[ 
crossing a civil airway - Bb prescribed levels 
required. 

e. When crossing a civil airway at other than a control ^ •% 
zone of intersection, the airway shall not be croetod? * 
at an angle of less than 45 degrees to such airway* '**S 

ACROBATIC K0EBS 

Acrobatic fligjite shall not bo conducted under the following, condition*! 
(See Section 60.70.) ~ 

1. At any height whatsoever over a conge• ted area of anycity, 
town, or settlement, or over say airport or landing area or 
within 1,000 feet horizontally thereof, or withla any con­
trol lone unlet* under the tupervieloa of aa inspeotor of Civil 
Aeronautlot observing flight teste aad thaa only between 
a,000 and 6,000 feet above the ground or water. 

2» At any height leie thaa 1,800 feet over any place over vhioh 
flight la not otherwiee restricted. 

3* At aay plaoe ualeii the visibility i t at least 8 Biles aad 
the celling at least 3,000 feet, aad ualeae the pilot has 
firat ascertained that there i i no danger of collision with 
other airoraft* 

B, No person, other than military personnel in military aircraft, shall 
aorobatieally fly nn airoraft while carrying any other person or pertoa* 
for hire unleet instruction in aorobatio flying i t being given, (lea 
Seotion 60.71.) 

0. Bach person, other thaa ailltary pertonnel la military aircraft, ia ail 
airoraft being flown acrobatically thall be equipped with a properly 
certificated parachute. (See Seotion 60,72.) 

D» The following rulea govern the making of parachute jumps by psrtont oti 
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ACROBATIC RtJEES 

than military personnel fron military aircraft: (See Section 60.73.) 

1. Bo person shall make a parachute Jump, other than an 
emergency Jump, unless wearing a properly certificated 
auxiliary parachute. 

2. Ho person shall make a parachute jump, other than an 
emergency jump, from an altitude of less than 2,000 
fest above the surface of the ground or water. 

3. Ho person making a parachute jump, other than an emer­
gency jump, shall delay opening the parachute more than 

- is necessary to safely clear the aircraft, but in no 
\ ' case shall Jump be made from an altitude of less than 

1,500 feet above the surface of the ground. 

4» So person shall make a parachute Jump, other than an 
emergency jump, when the surface wind is more than 15 

: „ c miles per hour. 

S. ' Ho person shall make a parachute jump, other than an 
^ emergency jump, from any aircraft within 2 miles 

' horizontally from any body of water unless the jumper 
veare an approved flotation device and unless motor-
power sd marine rescue equipment is available. 

-oOo-
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