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Subj : Powder Loads for Lyle Type Line Throwing Guns 

1 . Purpose. This c i r c u l a r i s intended t o inform the users o f Lyle guns 
o f the f a c t that many s u p p l i e r s o f the powder for the gun may in f a c t be 
furnish ing modern h i g h - e x p l o s i v e gunpowder in p lace o f the genuine black 
powder a c t u a l l y required . This could create a hazardous c o n d i t i o n for 
the personnel f i r i n g the gun. 

2. Background. The v e s s e l r e g u l a t i o n s permit the continued carr iage of 
the Lyle gun type l ine - throwing appliance on v e s s e l s contracted for p r i o r 
to 19 November 1952 i f the appl iance was already in s e r v i c e on such v e s s e l s 
and i t i s in good and s e r v i c e a b l e c o n d i t i o n . The required equipment inc ludes 
e ighteen bags (2 1/2 ounces each) o f black powder marked "one-ha l f normal 
charge for Lyle gun, 2 1/2 ounces black powder". Present f irearms contro l 
regu la t ions make i t i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t for s u p p l i e r s t o s t o r e and ship 
black powder, and as a r e s u l t , many are supplying modern h i g h - e x p l o s i v e 
gunpowder in l i e u of the genuine black powder for which the Lyle gun was 
o r i g i n a l l y des igned. 

3 . D i scuss ion . The modem h i g h - e x p l o s i v e gunpowder develops cons iderably 
more force for a given amount than does black powder. The p r a c t i c e o f 
increas ing powder loads to achieve greater ranges when f i r i n g the gun's 
l i n e throwing p r o j e c t i l e i s a p r a c t i c e that i s acceptable only with black 
powder. I f modern h i g h - e x p l o s i v e gunpowder i s used under the same c i r ­
cumstances, the Lyle gun w i l l be in danger o f burs t ing from the h igher 
in terna l pressures generated. For t h i s reason , a l l modern h i g h - e x p l o s i v e 
gunpowders are unacceptable and great precaut ions must be e x e r c i s e d t o i n ­
sure that a l l powder loads d e l i v e r e d t o a sh ip for a Lyle gun are in f a c t 
genuine black powder and bagged in loads o f the amounts o r i g i n a l l y in tended. 

4. Action. Al l persons r e s p o n s i b l e for f i r i n g a Lyle gun should take pre­
cautions to insure that i t w i l l not be loaded with modern h i g h - e x p l o s i v e 
gunpowder. Al l supply reques t s for powder loads intended for a Lyle gun 
should spec i fy that only genuine black powder i s a c c e p t a b l e . 
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