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Subj : Equivalent Determination for E x i s t i n g , Installed Oil-Water Separators Which Have Not Received 
U . S . Coast Guard Approval. 

Re fs : (a) 46 C F R 162.050 
(b) 33 C F R 155 as modified by 48 F R 45715 dtd 6 Oct 83 

1 . P U R P O S E . Reference (b) al lows for equivalency wi th in the intent o f M A R P O L 73/78 rather than 
replacement o f exist ing oil-water separators wi th approved separators. T h i s Circular describes how 
existing oil-water separators installed pr ior to the publishing o f reference (a) may be determined 
equivalent to those presently approved. 

2. A C T I O N . Determination o f these oil-water separators for equivalency may consist o f plan review, 
examination o f the installed oil-water separator by a Coast Guard Marine Inspector, and/or 
operational testing. A ship owner who desires Coast Guard review o f an unapproved oil-water 
separator on a U . S . flag ship, should take the fol lowing action: 

a. Submit the plans and manuals described in 46 C F R 162.050-5 to Commandant ( G - M V I - 3 ) 
for review. The documents forwarded w i l l be reviewed under 46 C F R 162.050-21 to 
determine i f the exist ing oil-water separator i s at least as effective as that required by 
M A R P O L 73/78. 

b. I f the plans and manuals are acceptable, the oil-water separator may be examined by a 
Coast Guard Marine Inspector to determine that: 

(1) the oil-water separator and i ts associated equipment are as detailed in the accepted 
plans and manuals; 

(2) the oil-water separator and i ts associated equipment are installed i n accordance 
wi th Coast Guard regulation and good marine practice, 

(3) The Pitch And R o l l Tes t . I n order to show that the oil-water separator can 
continue to operate at pitch and ro l l through both axes o f up to 22.50, the ship 
owner may submit an analysis to Commandant (G-b(VI-3) by a registered 
professional engineer. 



CLYOt|.LUSK,Jrr-\ 
Chief, Office of Merchant Marineahtj 

Non-Standard Distr ibut ion: 

C:e Balt imore (45) ; Alameda (40) ; Port Arthur, Honolu lu , Seattle (35) ; Miami , Mobile, Long Beach 
(25) ; Nor fo lk , Jacksonville, Portland O R (20 ) ; Boston, Portland M E , Charleston, Anchorage (15 ) ; 
Cleveland (12) ; Cincinnati, Lou i sv i l l e , Memphis, Nashvi l le , Paducah, Pittsburgh, S t . L o u i s , 
Savannah, San Juan, Tampa, Galveston, Buf fa lo, Chicago, Detroit, Duluth, Milwaukee, San 
Diego, Juneau, Valdez (10) ; Providence, Huntington, Wi lmington, Corpus Chr is t i , Toledo (5) . 

C:m New Orleans (140) ; New Y o r k (70) ; Philadelphia (35 ) ; Houston (25 ) ; S t . Ignace (5) ; Sturgeon Bay 
(4) . 

D: l CG L ia i son Officer M I L S K A L I F T C O M D M-65 S T R A T M O B , 
CG L I A I S O N O P P I C E R J U S M A G P H I L (1) 
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