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Subj:

L.

Stability Approval and the Issuance of Stability Letters
PURPOSE. The purpose of this Circular is to advise the marine industry, vessel operating
personnel, and Coast Guard marine safety personnel of a change in procedure regarding the

issuance of stability letters and stability restrictions to commercial vessels.

APPLICATION. This new procedure is effective on the publication date and is applicable to all U.

S. flag vessels that are required to have the stability approval of the Coast Guard for the purpose
of either inspection for certification or load line assignment.

DISCUSSION.

Review of Current Practice

The stability review of a small passenger vessel 65 feet or less in length is normally
conducted by the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) when required by 46 CFR
Subchapter T. If the stability of the vessel is found satisfactory, the OCMI issues a
stability letter to the owner to be posted on board the vessel.

The stability review o~ any other vessel is normally conducted by one of the Coast Guard'
5 three field merchant marine technical (mt) offices (New York, New Orleans, or San
Francisco). If the stability of the vessel is found satisfactory, the mmt branch chief, acting
on behalf of the district commander, forwards a draft stability letter to the cognizant 0CM'.
The vessel's stability letter, signed by the 0CM, is then issued to the owner to be posted on
board the vessel.

Upon the completion of the stability review of unmanned barges and certain other classes
of vessels, the field mmt office may however decide that a stability letter is not necessary
or is inappropriate. In that case, the mmt office specifies what loading restrictions are to be
placed on the load line certificate, the certificate of inspection, or both.

The load line regulations (46 CFR 42.09-1(a)) require that "When stability limitations for
a vessel are prescribed, the assigning authority shall furnish the master the vessel's
maximum draft permitted and other conditions, including reference to the Commandant
approved operating stability features, which may be applicable." When an mt office
completes the stability review of a vessel, it authorizes the load line assigning authority
(normally the American Bureau of Shipping) to issue a load line certificate. If the vessel is
to be certificated by the Coast Guard and an 0CM' is going to issue a stability letter, the
assigning authority is directed by the mmt office to reference the date of the stability letter
on the face of the load line certificate and attach a copy to it. It is then the responsibility of
the OCM' to send a copy of the stability letter, when issued, to the assigning authority.

If the vessel is not to be certificated by the Coast Guard or is not to receive a stability
letter issued by the OCMLI, the field mt office advises the assigning authority of specific
restrictions to be placed on the face of the load line certificate or issues a stability



information sheet to the vessel and sends a copy to the assigning authority to be referenced
on and attached to the load line certificate.

e. The procedure described in paragraph d. has been cumbersome, resulting in improper
information being referenced on load line certificates. In order to improve on the
procedure, this Circular permits the Coast Guard office reviewing the stability of the
vessel to issue the appropriate stability information for the vessel. In essence, OCMI’s will
normally only be issuing stability letters to certain small passenger vessels 635 feet or less
in length. The branch chiefs of the field mt offices will normally issue stability letters or
other appropriate stability information to all other vessels and will issue the stability
authorization for all load lines.

4. ACTION.

a. Officers in Charge, Marine Inspection will continue to issue stability letters to the owners
of small passenger vessels 65 feet or less in length as required by 46 CFR Part 170,
Subpart D. If however, the OCMI requests that an mmt office conduct the stability
evaluation, the mt office may then issue the stability letter.

b. Branch chiefs of the New York, New Orleans, and San Francisco merchant marine
technical offices will normally review the stability of each other vessel and -

(1) If the vessel is inspected and load lined; issue a stability letter to the owner of the
vessel, send a copy to the 0CM!' to be referenced on the certificate of inspection,
and direct the load line assigning authority to indicate the date and issuing office
on the face of the load line certificate.

2) If the vessel is inspected but not load lined; issue a stability letter to the owner of
the vessel and send a copy to the 0CM' to be referenced on the certificate of
inspection.

3) If the vessel is load lined but not inspected; issue a stability letter to the owner of

the vessel and send a copy to the assigning authority directing them to attach it to
the load line certificate and to indicate the date and issuing office on the face of the
certificate.

If the loading restrictions are brief (i.c. 25 words or less), the mt office may elect
not to issue a stability letter in which case the 0CM' and the load line assigning
authority will be advised of any restrictions to be placed on the certificate of
inspection or load line certificate as appropriate. The restriction may be as simple
as requiring that the vessel be operated in accordance with an approved operating
manual.

Enclosures (1) through (4) are samples of letters which may be used by the mmt
offices for informing the 0CM', the assigning authority, and the owner of the
appropriate stability information for the vessel.

c. OCMTI’s will enter the date of the stability letter in the appropriate space on the vessel's
certificate of inspection.



Encl: (1)
(2)
3)
C))

Assigning authorities will follow the directions received from the field ~t offices regarding
the information to be placed on or attached to load line certificates.

If a revised stability letter is issued to an existing vessel, the procedures of this Circular
will be followed.

The provisions of this Circular do not supersede an OCMI's authority to issue a stability
letter to any vessel in unusual circumstances or where it is more expeditious to do so.

The provisions of this Circular do not modify procedure B for the submitting of stability
plans and calculations for approval.

SAMPLE LETTER AUTHORIZING A LOAD LINE AND ISSUING A STABILITY
LETTER (INSPECTED VESSEL)

SAMPLE LETTER AUTHORIZING A LOAD LINE AND ISSUING A STABILITY
LETTER (UNINSPECTED VESSEL)

SAMPLE LETTER AUTHORIZING A LOAD LINE AND SPECIFYING STABILITY
RESTRICTIONS

SAMPLE LETTER AUTHORIZING A SUBDIVISION LOAD LINE AND ISSUING A
STABILITY LETTER

NON-STANDARD DISTRIBUTION:

Ce: Baltimore (45); Alameda (40); Port Arthur, Honolulu, Seattle (35); Miami, Mobile, Long Beach
(25); Norfolk, Jacksonville, Portland OR (20); Boston, Portland ME, Charleston, Anchorage (15);
Cleveland (12); Cincinnati, Louisville, Memphis, Nashville, Paducah, Pittsburgh, St Louis,
Savannah, San Juan, Tampa, Galveston, Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, Duluth, Milwaukee, San
Diego, Juneau, Valdez (10); Providence, Huntington, Wilmington, Corpus Christi, Toledo (5).

Cm  New Orleans (140); New York (70); Philadelphia (35); Houston (25); St Ignace (5); Sturgeon Bay

.

D CG Liaison Officer MILSEALIFTCOMD M-65, STRAT MOB, CG Liaison Officer
JUSMAGPHIL (1).
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Enclosure (1) to NVIC 10-83

s4MPLE LETTER AUTHOATRIRG 4 LOAD LINME AND ISSUING
4 STABILITY LRTTER {INSPEQTED VESSEL)

16714/

3BT.

Atnantion:

nertlaoen:c

Subjs

Crability

fel

Encloaars 210 iw approved, 'The approved lightanip deta are:

Heplagement Long Tonb
Vi Fazt Abova tho Bapeline
Lo Fent of Amldahlpe

Ymolegurs (23 13 the stabllity Jettor for the MNSY -
Tt iu tne owner's responsibility to insure that L1t ia poetad under glasa
4r ctner sultabie tranepargnt materisl in the pilothause of the vapaal.

By copy of thia letter, the [Mmeriocan Bureau af Shipping] im mdvised that
tna etubility ol the MAY ie conmideTed
agtlafactory For B frecboRTd asalznzent of faat inahens, The
c1gss 1g direstsd to place w atetsment on the fece of the icad lins
agrtificute which wsiatea:

“Thim certifizwts 14 walid only so long sa the operating restriptiane
e the ynssel's atedillty lstler iamued by COGD_ (met) and
datad am ghaesved.”

Beologure (3] should be signed by a ~epresentative of the cwoer and
returned.

Gincaraly,

Commendey, TACH
Chisf, Merchant Marine Teohnical Branch
By dir=otion of the Coomandar,

Copat Guard Diatriot

knels (10 drability Study for She BV
(2} Btability Lettar for tha MV {orlg & ane)
(3% Rasaipt for Englosurs =)

Copy tor OUFL, wfl oopy enal, (23
Ang, NY




Enclosure (2) to NVIC 10-83

GAMPLE LETTER AUTHCAIZIAG A LOAD LINE AND ISSUING
A STABRTLITY LETTER [UNINSPEGTED VE3SEL)

167104
S,

Attentions

Gentlomen:

Subg

Jwanllity

Aala

dualpaura (1) §8 epproved, ‘The sppraved ligatahip dasd aret

Lisylacensnt Long Icwa
VL3 Fant Above the Baagline
S Faat of Mnldshipa
Enolosurs 2] ie the atability letter Zar kng MSY B

It ia the owner'a responslbilley to inpure thut it ia poated under glase
or other auitsble tranaparent materdel in the pliothouas of the vesssl.

By ogpy of this letter, the [hmerlasn Boreny af shipping; la adviped that
the sgtability of the MY ie copglderad
gatlafastery for a freeboard asalgnment ol feet inches. &
copy of the stabllity letter Feg pesn sent to the {AHSY to be aktaghed ko
tne _opmd line cartlflioste.

The {AZS) ia Alreatad to place & atabemdnt an tre feea of the load Line
gertificate whion statea:

whia ceriificete is valld only so long ea the aperating reat*ictisme
in the attached stabllity levter fssued by COGD  (xxd) mnd
dated ars ghearved.'

dnolosure (3) should be signed by & representative af the owner and
raturned.

Hnceraly,

Comander, USCE
oniaf, Herchant Harine Tachtlaal Branaoh
By direction of %he Commandsr,

foant Guaad Diatrlet

Fnaiz (1} Stabllity Study for tha WY
(23 Htahllity Latter For the K/V ___

¢31 Receipt for Enolosurs (2]

Copy tat ABS, WI wfeopy of anal, (2}

1



Enclosure (3) to NVIC 10-83
SAMPLE LETTER AUTHQAIZING A TLOAD LINE ANT JPEGIFYIHG
STABILTTY RESTRICTIOLS

18710/
Ser.

Attentlion:

Cantlemnant

Subjs

FLatl 1Tty

Hafe

Cantlomentr

Enclogure (1) 1a approved. 4 stabllity review of whe aubjent barge,
involving & comparison with existlng vessela and the asaxoulations
subiittad, plearly indicates that due to the vasssl'a proportlons snd
arrangement, more than sufficlent atability will be svallsple in all
probable Ipading condltlona. Therefore, & stability test 1s not requirsd.

By oopy of thim letter, the (American Bureau of Shipplng) le adviesd that
the stabllity of tha is ooneidersad
aatlsfactory for a fresboard masignment of font inshwa. The
followlng reatriction shall be plancad cn the Tace of the load line
nartificate and the certificats of inspection)

WPhe werkipal cenkar of gravity of the deck ¢argo ms stowsd shall
not exceed elght fawt above the main deak.”

Sincerely.
Commandar, USCE
Ghiaf, Merghant darine Technloel Bymnch
By direotion of the Commandsr,
Coast Guard Tdistriot

Fnaly {1) Stability Study For the barge

Copy to:z OCHMI,




Enclosure (4) to NVIC 10-83

- W wrmr "

SAMPLE LETPEM AUTHQRIZLRG A JUSDIVISION L0AB LIME
ANL I92UING A STABTLITY LETTER

1&710¢
Sar.

Attentian:

Gentlanond

Subn

Tutdilalon and Gtsblll by

Rafi

Encleaura (1) is approved. The approved lightahir dats aTas

Zisplagemant Long Tona
Yo Fost Above the Basalinn
LG Faat of Aaidahipa

Enclosure (23 is tha ssability letter for the H/V v
It 13 the gunar's repponsibility to ineure that it .8 poeted under glaaa
op othar suiteble tranaparens materisl in the pilothouse of tha vesael.

By oospy of thiam letter, the [Amsrican Burea: af 3hipping) 1a advizsd that
the subdivision mnd sta®bllisy of the WSV ia
sensidared estiafactory for s freebowrd afpignwent ol Taat

inehes. The watartight tulxheads cesd in satisfying the aubdivialon
requirenenta are located av frames . .
Thess bulkhsads muat bo salntained wubertignt up to t
daok. Tha [(ABS) is directad te plane s atatement on the fata of the load

i1ina certlficats which statosi

Wrhts cartificate {a valid coly so loug as the operating restwioekiona
in the vessel's atability lotter iesusd oy CCGD_ (mmi) and
datad ard ohzarved.”



Enclosure (4) to NVIC 10-83

Sutj: Subdivlision and Giabliity

The [ollosicg wddlticial sbabumeal auas aooear cr the Tane of wis Tongd
Line Cerzificeta mam requirad by Yo SKR 4&.:0-300o0s.

"The bulkkesd deck used for deteroimine tna venltion of Lhe
pubdlviglon 1oad ldne ceri{f{ied abovs ia .

Encicaura (3} ahpuld be algned by a& reprasentative af the owner and
raturned .

Slncavaly,

carreander, LIIG
2hiaf, Herchart Marine Tanhewice. RBranch
By direation cf the femmaniaer,

Coast Jurard Diatrict

Enele 717 SJubdivigion aad Jtebllity S<ady for Lhe MY
L2) dtabllity Zettar fur tae A4V . N . barlg & wne;
v3) Recelp% Tar Inclaosure (27

Copy tog OUHMI, Wil copy enal. (2}
2Rz, 57




