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Subj: Speeial Exmainaticn Li Lieu of Drydoexing for Large Mobila
Drilling Units

l. Purpcze. To set forth prosedures io Ls ussq wken conducting zn
examination iz lizu a1’ drydocking on largs actile drilling uwnmits. Thaos
circular does ot w3tanlish a new rogquirement but is intended te provice
uniform mroeedures for an axisting requirement.

2. Discussion, In recen: yaaxs, certain nyrpea of mobile drilliing units
bave teen tuilt and certificated wnich are sc large that Lhey canrst e
handled Ty any existing drydeock faeility. Thess units havse pot bacn
exempled from llie routiae drydock reguirements of the regulaticns under
which thay were cesrwificated. In view of tae above, a special exzminstiicn
is required to provids tie infcrmatior noraally obtained during a drydocx
examination,

3. Acticn, Special exaainaticns in lieu of drydocking will be canducted

in accerdance with ths proceduras set forth in enclosure (1) insofar as

they are applicable *¢ ths unit being examined. The intasrral betivesu
examinations will bde as specified in ths applicanle regulations. Uatil

such time as the Ccaust Guard offers inspaction service at overawar locaticzs,
it is the resporsibility of the owner to conduct an examinaticn in acecrdzance
with Lhe procedurss sst Jerth herein in' cases where a drydocic exzmination
beccmes due while Lthe vessal is osperating at an overseas location. Tae
results of tiss owner conducted examination shall be entered in the vessel's

log oook.
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IXAMINATION PRCCEDURES TR

1. The purpose of an examinaticn ¢f the underwater body is 1o =ske an
evaluation of the condition of the hull and its fittings. Cf primacy cancern
are the effects of corrosion, and hull damags. ! whese are not detected ang
corrective action taken, taey could lead to reduced strength and loss of hull
integrity. Insofar as is practicable, the special examination in lieu of
drydocking shall be conducted using the same procedures as in a resgular dry-
docking examinatiocn. The guidelines contained in the current Notes on lLaspec-
tion and Repair of Steel Kulls are applicable. Special procedures necessary
because of the nature of these vessels are discussed below,

2. In lieu of drydocking, large mobile drilling units shall be placed in taeir
lightest draft condition comsistent with adequate stapility. The area above
this waterline shall be examined oy traditional means. Particulz:r altention
shall be paid to areas of high stress such as Jjoints of structural memsers.

The reraining suctmerged area of the hull shall be inspected dy independent
divers acceptable to the OCMI. In addition, underwater telsvision snall ce
employed to gzive a visual presentation to the inspector. A permanent magnetic
tape record of the TV presentation shall be retained, by the owner, until the
next examination. The hull shall be cl2aned to the degree necessary o aliow
an adequate determination of the hull condition. The underwater area of the
rmll shall be thickness gauged to the degree necezsary for the CCMI to ascer-
tain the condition of the mull. This gauging may te accompiished either by
underwater ultrascnic testing, cr by ultrascnic testing internally. The

method and procsdures used in the ultrssonic gauging skall de acceptable to

the OCMI, Fittings which penetrate the hull shall be given the sames exaxzinaticn
as is accomplished at a regular drydocking. All internal compartments saall be
entered and wvisually examined.

3. If acceptable to the OCMI, at every second examination, the owner mnay rnave
the examination conducted while the unit is at its working draft. This
examination shall be conducted as above with the following exceptions:

(a) The mull gauging will, of necessity, have to be accomplisned using
underwater ultrasonic technigues.

(v) In addition, a representative nmumber of welds in nigh stress areas
shall be examined using underwater ultrasonic techniques accaptable to the
CCMI. Records of indications, such as sketches of detected flaws, will be
maintained in sufficient form to be used for comparative purpcsea during
subsequent inspections.

(¢) The only internal compartments required to be entered and exzmined
at this examination will be those which can dbe made accessible in the worxing
condition.

4. Prior to the examination, the owner shall submit an inspection plan <o
the OCMI for his approval. The plan snail set forta toe draflt at wnicn iase
unit iz tc be exzmined, tre divers 1o Te used, netihod of visual presen:
aetlod of underwater sleaning, method of zauging, toe lccatlions Lhat
1o Se gauged, %he hull fittings to De opened, compartiments L0 e openec Ior
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