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1 . Purpose, To s e t for th procedures to bo U3«c when conducting an 
axastiaatio.i l a l i s u o f drydocking on large ac'oiie o r i l l i n ^ u n i t s . Tn^s 
c i r c u l a r does sot e s t a b l i s h a new roquireaent but la intended to provine 
uniform mroeedursa for an e x i s t i n g requiroaent . 

2. Disscusaion, In recent y e a r s t c e r t a i n types of a o b i l e d r i l l i n g uni ta 
t a r e been b u i l t and c e r t i f i c a t e d which are so Large that they cannot be 
handled by any e x i s t i n g drydock f a c i l i t y . These u n i t s havo net been 
exempted f roc the rout lae drydock requiraaenta of the r e g u l a t i o n s under 
which they were c e r t i f i c a t e d . In Tie* of t i e abore, a s p e c i a l examination 
i a required to provida the information no r a j 1 1 y obtained during a drydoc* 
examination. 

3 . Act ion . S p e c i a l axaalnat lcna i n l i o u of drydockiaj w i l l be conducted 
i n accordance with the procfeduras s e t f o r t h i n enc losure ( 1 ) i n s o f a r as 
they are appl i cab le *.«•> the un i t being examined. The i n x e r r a l bevwe«(I 
examinations w i l l b<e as s p e c i f i e d i a tha a p p l i c a b l e r e g u l a t i o n s . Unt i l 
such t i n e as the Coast Guard o f f e r s i n s p e c t i o n s e r v i c e at over3«ar l o c a t i o n s 
i t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h s owner t o conduct an examination in accordano 
wi th the procedures s e t f o r t h h«rein in"' casea where a drydeck exaa inat ion 
becoaes due while the v e s s e l i s operat ing at an overseas l o c a t i o n . The 
r e s u l t s of t h i s ovmer conducted examination s h a l l be entered i n the v e s s e l ' s 
i o j book. 

2 n d : (1) Sxaatlnaticn Procedures 
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1 . The purpose of an examination of the underwater body i s t o sake an 
e v a l u a t i o n of the c o n d i t i o n of the h u l l and i t s f i t t i n g s . Of primary concern 
are the e f f e c t s o f c o r r o s i o n , and h u l l damage. I f t h e s e a r e . n o t d e t e c t e d and 
c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n taken , they could l ead t o reduced s t r e n g t h and l o s s o f h u l l 
i n t e g r i t y . I n s o f a r as i s p r a c t i c a b l e , the s p e c i a l examination i n l i e u o f 
drydocking s h a l l be conducted us ing the same procedures as i n a regu lar d r y -
docking examination. The g u i d e l i n e s contained i n the current Hotas on I n s p e c 
t i o n and Repair of S t e e l Hul ls are a p p l i c a b l e . S p e c i a l procedures neces sary 
because o f the nature o f t h e s e v e s s e l s are d i s c u s s e d below. 

2 . In l i e u of drydocking, l a r g e mobile d r i l l i n g u n i t s s h a l l be p laced i n t a e i r 
l i g h t e s t d r a f t c o n d i t i o n c o n s i s t e n t with adequate s t a b i l i t y . The area above 
t h i s w a t e r l i n e s h a l l be examined by t r a d i t i o n a l means. P a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n 
s h a l l be paid t o areas o f high s t r e s s such as j o i n t s o f s t r u c t u r a l mesaera. 
The remaining submerged area of the h u l l s h a l l be inspec ted by independent 
d i v e r s acceptable to the OCMI. Li a d d i t i o n , underwater t e l e v i s i o n s h a l l ce 
employed t o g i v e a v i s u a l p r e s e n t a t i o n t o the i n s p e c t o r . A permanent magnetic 
tape record of the TV p r e s e n t a t i o n s h a l l be r e t a i n e d , by the owner, u n t i l the 
next examination. The h u l l s h a l l be c leaned t o the degree neces sary t o a l l o w 
an adequate determinat ion of the h u l l c o n d i t i o n . The underwater area of the 
h u l l s h a l l be t h i c k n e s s gauged t o the degree necessary for the CCMI t o a s c e r 
t a i n the c o n d i t i o n of the h u l l . This gauging may be accomplished e i t h e r by 
underwater u l t r a s o n i c t e s t i n g , or by u l t r a s o n i c t e s t i n g i n t e r n a l l y . The 
method and procedures used i n the u l t r a s o n i c gauging s h a l l be acceptab le t o 
the CCMI. F i t t i n g s which pene tra te the h u l l s h a l l be g iven t h e same examination 
as i s accomplished at a regu lar drydocking. A l l i n t e r n a l compartments s h a l l be 
entered and 'v i sua l ly examined. 

3 . I f acceptable t o the OCMI, at every second examination, the owner may have 
the examination conducted wh i l e the u n i t i s a t i t s working d r a f t . This 
examination s h a l l be conducted as above with the f o l l o w i n g e x c e p t i o n s : 

(a ) The h u l l gauging w i l l , of n e c e s s i t y , have t o be accomplianed us ing 
underwater u l t r a s o n i c t e c h n i q u e s . 

(b) In a d d i t i o n , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e number of welds i n high s t r e s s areas 
s h a l l be examined us ing underwater u l t r a s o n i c t echniques acceptable to the 
CCMI. Records of i n d i c a t i o n s , such as sketches o f d e t e c t e d f l aws , w i l l be 
maintained i n s u f f i c i e n t form t o be used for comparative purpose* during 
subsequent i n s p e c t i o n s . 

( c ) The only i n t e r n a l compartments required t o be entered and examined 
at t h i s examination w i l l be those which can be made a c c e s s i b l e i n the worxing 
c o n d i t i o n . 

U. Prior t o the examination, the owner s n a i l submit an i n s p e c t i o n plan to 
the CCMI for his approval . The plan s h a l l s e t for tn the draf t at vnicn tne 
uni t i s to be examined, the d i v e r s to be used, method of v i s u a l p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
method of underwater c l e a n i n g , method of gauging, the l o c a t i o n s that are 
to be gauged, the h u l l f i t t i n g s to be opened, compartments to be opened for 


