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Rescuing Legacy

Expand temporal and spatial coverage of
existing datasets

Meet open government and open data priorities
Make data reusable and reduce duplication of
effort

Make data full-text searchable & findable
Improve accessibility for screen-reader users
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e Use commercial Optical Character Recognition
(OCR) software such as ABBYY or OmniPage

e Use open-source or design DIY solutions to
correct for OCR errors

Legacy data—data collected or compiled in the past and stored in
obsolete formats (e.g., paper and floppy disks)-can be made
accessible via the process of data rescue, which may be as simple as
scanning documents or, to achieve machine readability, as complex
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supports access for screen reader users. At the National ®
Transportation Library, legacy data exist primarily as scanned-to-
PDF documents that, albeit digitized, are not machine-readable due
to the quality of scanning. Using Adobe Acrobat Pro's text-
recoghition function, the Library’'s current ability to rescue
machine-readable data from PDF images has an error rate
exceeding 25%. Consequently, in an average table of data, at least

Crowdsourcing to correct OCR errors
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