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hirty-three years since the first Earth 

Day. ... how far have we come? This 

planner highlights the conservation 

efforts of Stale Departments of 

Transportation. Over the past 33 years they have 

responded to the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air 

Act, the National Environmental Policy Act and more. 

The reasons for more environmentally-sensitive meth

ods are not only regulatory, but economic, aesthetic, 

and safety. The benefits of these methods improve 

water quality, increase wildlife habitat, decrease ero

sion, and add new tools to roadside managers' tool 

boxes. Untraditional partnerships have become the 

norm as budgets shrink, common ground issues 

emerge, and agency connections are made. Since 

the first Earth Day of April 22, 19701 thoughtful deci

sions that preserve and restore the environment have 

become common. And so transportation has become 

a proactive conservdtion partner. May every day on 

your roadside planner1 be one of taking care of the 

kmd. This optimism is built on what we have learned 

from the past. 

ltJ the l930's .... ''What isreally_desired,bow~ver, 

is .. attractive and 1.Jseful roo~~1des which COl1 be 
or1;re1:1tu-i1g a rigtural or an 

approach to natural conditions in keeping with the 

adjacent or surrounding country. And the significant 

thing about this is that to follow a natural develop· 

ment in outright economy in road maintenance." 

J. M. Bennett, Board of Counly Road Commissioners 

in Wayne County1 Michigan. 1936 

When this sentiment was expressed, the idea of 

roadsides being our nation's front yards was the rule 

of the day. The landscaping and high maintenance 

reflected a front yard look until the !raveling public 

grew to expect it. 

In the 50'.s ... Perhaps underscoring the success and 

influence of agriculture during this period, roadsides 

were maintained using modified agricultural equip

ment and agricultural chemicals used in fields on the 

other side of the right-of-way fence. The high level 

of maintenance continued and highway users 

demanded it. 

In the 701s...Due to Ladybird Johnson1s. hard work 

and the passage of the 1965 Beautifi<::ation Act1 

more landscaping and attention to natural bequly 

become national policy. Howev_ er dlJring later ener· 
,,;; ' 

gy crises/highway departments could,'t)o! afford the 

fuel necessary for high maintenance landscaping. 

This was a turning point towards more ecological 

solutions in roadside care. The public didn't under

stand and objected. 

In the 90's .... Due to the continued work of Ladybird 

Johnson, and an increased awareness of the public, 

the use and protection of native plants supported the 

ecological approach in landscaping and maintenance 

work. The public now lobbied on behalf of roadside 

conservation. The use of native plants became even 

more important when we learned about the threat of 

invasive species or weeds to our natural heritage. 

Protecting what remnants exist as well as restoring 

native vegetation was encouraged on roadsides 

everywhere. And the public was supportive. 

In the 21st century, we the traveling public and road

side managers have come some distance since the 

first roads were built and our Nation's first Earth Day 

was held. Working with nature _on rights-of-way is 

becoming better understood .. We hope our grand

children will see _the results onmany Earlh Days to 

come. Thank)'ou for your support on this conserva

tion mission. 



OUR DEMANDS UPON THE EARTH ARE DETERMINED BY OUR WAYS 

OF LIVING WITH ONE ANOTHER; OUR REGARD FOR ONE ANOTHER 

IS BROUGHT TO LIGHT IN OUR WAYS OF USING THE EARTH. 



With instructions to bring your shovel, boots and 
gloves, hundreds of students, residents, and business 
people, along with Doug McDonald, the Washington 
Secretary of Transportation, safely planted over 15,000 
trees and shrubs along 1-5. Taxpayer savings of some 
$285,000 were possible because of these volunteers. 
Public involvement was invaluable. 
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Preserving Missouri's remaining native vegetation and 

s T T s reintroducing plants native to natural communities along M w F ----- ----------

rights-of-way provide measurable financial and ecological 
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benefits. The aesthetic benefits are immeasurable, but no 
less important. Traveling down the road in Missouri, you 6 7 8 9 JO 11 12 
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In the winter of 1996/7, heavy snowfall accumulation, 
followed by ice and rain sent mudslides into Banks, 
Idaho. After an emergency fund was established, clean 
up took place, followed by a restoration of the eroded 
slopes. The primary tool used was Philadelphus lewisii, 
a native shrub of ldoho listed as their State flower. 

JUNE -- NATIVE PIIILADHPHUS LEWJSIJ 





ULY 003 
Indiana partnered with their Department of Naturot I 1 I 21 
Resources to identify remnant populations of native 
wildflowers including forbs and grasses olong highway 
corridors, This photo shows a close-up of Little Bluestem 
which stands out in the lndiono autumn landscape with 
its warm, plum color, noticeable at any speed. 
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THESE RlPHTS-OF-WAYCAN CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY 
·- - - i --

IN PROMOTING AND PRESERVING BIODIVERSITY WHICH 

IS NOW i CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE OF 

INTEllN,A'fIONAL CONCERN. 

Wll.1IAM A. NJtRfNG 
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Part af the reintroduction of prairies occur on 1-70 and I 1-75 in Montgomery County, Ohio, Splashes of cone-
flowers accent a blanket of native grasses, capturing 
the essence of past tallgrass prairie once found in Ohio, 
The prairie was destroyed by settlement and develop-
men! long ago, Like many States with a fraction of 
original vegetation remaining, Ohio is determined to 
reintroduce their natural heritage. Roadsides give 
visible support for natural heritage, 
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INDEED, IF THE IDEA IS TO SH THE CLOCK TICKING 

AGAIN, AS DON FALK SUGGESTS, lT WILL REQ!JIRE THAT 

RESTORATIONISTS UNDERSTAND HOW THE CLOCK WAS 

INITIALLY SET. 

EGAN AND HOWELL, 2001 
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Rural roadside vegetation management takes root in Iowa. Over fifty 
Counties now have integrated roadside vegetation management (IRVM) 
programs. Roadside weed prevention and erosion control are the primary 
objectives. Native priairie grasses and wildflowers are used to establish a 
diverse plant community best adapted to local climate. Establishing a more 
sustainable plant community restores Iowa's natural heritage AND requires 
less maintenance. Ditch cleanauts are less frequent. Wildlife habitat is 
enhanced. And the plantings just happen to beautify Iowa roadsides. 
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I This prairie demonstration is one of the first things the 
traveling public sees as they pull into this Wisconsin rest 
area. Similar plantings are faund in other rest areas 
where the State was ariginally covered with tallgrass 
prairie prior to European settlement. lnfarmation 
plaques explain Wisconsin's early history and natural 
heritage. Some plaques include directions to nearby 
protected prairie remnants~ 
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South Carolina continues to plant natives like this Bidens, 
known as bur marigold. This autumn bloomer is common 
to the piedmont and coastal plain. Funds generated from 
the sale of commemorative license plates and driver's 
licenses are designated by State law for highway beauti• 
fication. Beautification with State native plant communi~ 
ties is a successful use of these funds. 
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Colorado DOT's objective is to promote the use of native 
species and preserve the natural and sensitive Colorado 
environment. Our natural resource heritage depends on 
our increased awareness and understanding of plant 
ecology. The paintbrush is one of those native species 
common to most of the Plains, It tolerates rocky and 
gravelly soils along ridges and on slopes. 

DECEMBER - COLORADO PJ\INTBRUSll 
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Caltran's Botanical Management Areas (BMA) protect 
remnant native plant communities. Balanced and func-
tional, native plant communities are self-sustaining 

Each BMA has been inventoried and fitted with its own 
management plan. They serve as roadside laboratories 
where management methods can be monitored and 
evaluated over time .... and some rare native plants 
can be studied. 
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The protected rose verbena is just part of the success 
story of Missouri roadsides. Much of MoDOT's 385,000 
acres are adopted by volunteers who pick up litter, plant 
native wildflowers and save taxpayer dollars. With a 
greater understanding of the roadside environment, sup· 
port has grown for Missouri's native plantings ond pro· 
tected areas. 

FEBRUARY~ MISSOURI ROSE VERBENA, VERBENA CANADENSlS 
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The Missouri Department of Transportation has built 
partnerships with adopt-a-highway volunteers (noted in 
February) , the Springfield Nature Center (volunteers sal-
vaged over 3000 plants from an upcoming project), the 
Department of Conservation (partners increased local 
ecotype forbs on roadsides), and the Henry Shaw Ozark 
Corridor (groups converted 1-44 rights-of-way to native 
plantings). The above planted coreopsis is just one of 
the showy results. 

MARCH - MISSOURI COREOPSIS TRIPTERIS 
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For more than two decades, the Minnesota's DOT has 

MARCH 2004 
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AILANTHUS ALTISSIMA: SPRAY 

Ailanthus is also called ''Tree of Heaven", "Shumac", and "Chinese Sumac". It 
is an aggressive and invasive tree that is native to China. It was brought to this 
country in the l 700's and has become a serious plant pest because it colonizes 
areas extremely quickly and crowds out native plants. Ailanthus trees grow rap
idly and can reach a height of over 60 feet. Ailanthus spreads by seed and 
underground roots called rhizomes. Cutting an Ailanthus will cause it to send 
up numerous shoots from 
the stump and from the rhi
zomes. Herbicides must be 
used to control this plant. 

• Edges of leaves are 
smooth with 1 or 2 teeth 
at base. 

• Tree has a pale yellow 
fall color that does not 
last long. 

• Strong, objectionable 
odor from leaves and 
stems. 

• Twisted papery seeds.are 
green or pink in summer. 
They dry up into twisted 
clusters in fall. Seeds can 
persist over winter. 

• Mature trees have 
smoot~ gmy bark. 

• Shield-shaped leaf.scars. 

~. - ,_~-
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SUMAC SP.: DO NOT SPRAY 

There are several species of Sumac shrub/ small trees in Maryland. Sumac is 
often confused with the invasive Ailanthus. They are similar in appearance, but 
not even related. The Sumac is a desirable native plant that has ornamental 
value in its texture and fall color. Avoid spraying or cutting Sumac when the 
intended target is Ailanthus. Note the physical differences between the two: 

• Sumac has large red 
clusters of berries in 
pyramidal spikes. 

• Staghorn sumac has 
fuzzy stems; Smooth 
sumac has smooth stems. 

• Sumac's orange-red fall 
color can last for weeks. 

• Sumac leaves have small 
teeth along the edges. 

• Horseshoe-shaped leaf 
scars are distinctive. 

For more information: 

Call Ben Hal(J~rtdsc;ape 
Operations Diyifon · · 

1-800 
Mciryl 
Ad111i 



A S I E VEGE A IO C A TS 
State contacts are found in environmental, landscape, erosion, and maintenance units. Listed also are environmental contacts in the State offices of the FHWA known as Divisions. 
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