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Preface
The census of transportation, together with the 

censuses of business, manufactures, and mineral 
industries, comprise the economic census pro- 
gram of the Bureau of the Census. This program 
is required by law under Title 13 of the United 
States Code, sections 131 and 224. The present 
economic census collects statistics for the year 
1963. The next such census will cover the year 
1967 and future censues are scheduled for 5- 
year intervals after that year.

A large segment of transportation data is avail- 
able from regulatory bodies, other government 
agencies, and private organizations. For that rea- 
son, the statutory provisions concerning the cen- 
sus of transportation directed the Bureau to col- 
lect the kinds of data that were not publicly 
available from other sources. The objective was 
to avoid duplication and fill important gaps in 
transportation information.

The 1963 Census of Transportation is the first 
census of this type to be taken in the United 
States. The present census was taken under four 
separate surveys—Passenger Transportation, 
Truck Inventory and Use, Commodity Transporta- 
tion, and Motor Carrier. The first three surveys 
were taken on a sample basis; the motor carrier 
survey was taken partly by sample and partly by 
a complete census (the universe of bus carriers 
was enumerated). These four transportation sur- 
veys are independent of each other and the re- 
sults are published in four distinct series of re- 
ports. Generally, the data are published initially 
in preliminary or advance reports and later 
issued in a bound volume.



1963 Census Of Transportation Publication Program

The 1963 Census of Transportation is com- 
prised of four major surveys. Each survey, de- 
scribed below, was conducted separately and 
independently.

PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION SURVEY (Volume 1)
This survey consists of two parts, as follows:

Part 1—National Travel was based on 
quarterly interviews in 1963 with a nationwide 
probability sample of about 6,000 households. 
Data were obtained and tabulated for each of 
the four quarters in 1963, and an aggregation 
of these data was prepared to show travel for 
the whole calendar year. In addition, a fixed 
panel of households remaining in the survey 
throughout the four quarterly interviews served 
as a basis for analysis of annual travel patterns. 
The purpose of the national travel survey was 
to estimate the volume and describe the char- 
acteristics of out-of-town travel by the U.S. 
population during the calendar year 1963. Re- 
sults are published in four preliminary ad- 
vance reports. Final data are included in vol- 
ume 1 of the 1963 Census of Transportation.

Part 2—Home-to-Work Travel was based 
on a one-time interview conducted in October 
1963 with a nationwide probability sample of 
approximately 6,000 households. The purpose 
of the survey was to obtain data on repetitive 
home-to-work movement of the American work 
force. The chief objective was to examine the 
requirements this movement exerted on exist- 
ing local transportation resources. Results are 
published in one advance report. Final data 
are included in volume 1 of the 1963 Census 
of Transportation.

TRUCK INVENTORY AND USE SURVEY (Volume 2)
A probability sample of motor truck licenses 
was drawn in each of the 50 States and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to describe the characteristics 

and uses of the Nation’s truck resources. Re- 
sults are published in separate advance reports 
for each of the 50 States, the District of Colum- 
bia, the 9 geographic divisions, and the United 
States as a whole. Final results are contained 
in volume 2 of the 1963 Census of Transporta- 
tion.

COMMODITY TRANSPORTATION SURVEY (Volume 3)
The shipping document files of approximately 
10,000 manufacturing establishments se- 
lected on a probability sample basis were used 
to obtain information on the flow of commod- 
ities from the manufacturers to the market or 
redistribution points. The data were classified 
for shipper groups, selected production areas, 
and commodity groups and are tabulated by 
tons and ton miles, means of transport, dis- 
tances, origins, and destinations. Results are 
published in three series of reports—Shipper 
Series, Production Area Series, and Commodity 
Series. Preliminary reports are published for 
the Shipper Series and advance reports, for the 
Production Areas. Final data for all series are 
included in volume 3 of the 1963 Census of 
Transportation.

MOTOR CARRIER SURVEY (Volume 4)
All bus carriers and a probability sample of 
truck carriers were used to estimate the size 
and characteristics of “for hire” highway car- 
riers that are not subject to Interstate Com- 
merce Commission regulations. Information 
was obtained on the form of ownership, princi- 
pal type of service, total operating revenues, 
expenses, and selected nonfinancial statistics. 
The tabulations are similar to the major items 
shown by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
for small carriers under its jurisdiction. Re- 
sults of this survey are published in final form 
only.
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Finding Guide
Data in most of the tables of htis report are ex- 
pressed in percent distributions. The guide be- 
low shows the cross tabulations of categories 
covered and the tables in which they appear. 
The prefix “US” indicates a U.S. Summary 
table, “D” indicates a Geographic Division 
table, and “S” indicates a State table.

Annual mileage:
Major use—US14, D10, S8 
Miscellaneous trucks—D14 
Number of trucks—US1 
Production areas—US3 
Size class—US13, D9, D10, S7, S8 
Type of fuel—US15
Year model—US13, US15, D9, S7

Annual use—US18
Annual vehicle miles:

Area of operation—US27, US29, US31, D15 
Major use—US28, US31, D16
Size class—US27, US28, US29, D15, D16 
Type of fuel—US29, US30, US31 
Vehicle type—US30

Area of operation:
Annual vehicle miles—US27, US29, US31, 

D15
Major use—US6, US21, US31, D2, S2 .
Number of trucks—US1
Production areas—US3
Size class—US20, US27, US29, D15
Truck fleets—US8, D3
Type of fuel—US27, US20, US21, US29, 

US31
Body type:

Load length or capacity—US19, D13, S10 
Major use—US12, D7, S6 
Number of trucks—US1 
Production areas—US3
Type of fuel—US23
Vehicle type—US19, US23, S10

Driver man-hours:
Major use—US16, D8, S9 
Miscellaneous trucks—D14 
Number of trucks—US1 
Size class—D8, S9

Load length or capacity—US19, D13, S10
Maintenance responsibility:

Number of trucks—US1
Size class—US25, D11
Truck fleets—US25, US26, D11
Type of fuel—US26

Major use:
Annual mileage—US14, D10, S8
Annual use—US18
Annual vehicle miles—US28, US31, D16 
Area of operation—US6, US21, US31, D2,S2 
Body type—US12, D7, S6
Driver man-hours—US16, D8, S9 
Miscellaneous trucks—D14 
Production areas—US3

Major use—continued
Size class—US9, US28, D4, D8, D10, D16, 

S3 S8 S9
Truck fleets—US24, D12
Number of trucks—US1
Type of fuel—US21, US31
Weekly use—US17

Miscellaneous trucks—US1, D14

Production areas—US3

Size class:
Annual mileage—US13, D9, D10, S7, S8
Annual vehicle miles—US27, US28, US29, 

D15, D16
Area of operation—US20, US27, US29, D15
Driver man-hours—D8, D9
Maintenance responsibility—US25, D11
Major Use—US9, US28, D4, D8, D10, D16,

S3, S8, S9
Number of trucks—US1
Production areas—US3
Truck fleets—US11, US22, US25, D6, D11, 

S4
Type of fuel—US10, US20, US22, US29, D5, 

S5
Year model—US5, US13, D1, D9, S1, S7

Truck fleets:
Area of operation—US8, D3
Maintenance responsibility—US25, US26, 

D11
Major use—US24, D12
Number of trucks—US2
Size class—US11, US22, US25, D6, D11, S4
Type of fuel—US22, US26

Trucks, number of—US1, US2
Type of fuel:

Annual mileage—US15
Annual vehicle miles—US29, US30, US31
Area of operation—US7, US20, US21, US29, 

US31
Body type—US23
Maintenance responsibility—US26
Major use— US21, US31
Number of trucks—US1
Truck fleets—US22, US26
Size class—US10, US20, US21, US22, US29,

D5, S5
Vehicle type—US4, US23, US30
Year model—US4, US15

Vehicle type:
Annual vehicle miles—US30
Body type—US19, US23, S10
Load length or capacity—US19, D13, S10
Type of fuel—US4, US23, US30
Year model—US4

Weekly use—US17

Year model:
Annual mileage—US13, US15, D9, S7
Miscellaneous trucks—D14
Production areas—US3
Size class—US5, US13, D1, D9, S1, S7
Type of fuel—US4, US15
Vehicle type—US4
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Introduction

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

General—Of the 12.7 million private and 
commercial motor trucks registered in the 
United States during 1963, roughly 70 percent 
are classed as light vehicles consisting largely 
of pickup or panel trucks, 9 percent are classed 
as medium, 10 percent as light-heavy and 6 
percent as heavy-heavy which consists mostly 
of tractor-semitrailer combinations. About 5 
percent of the motor trucks cannot be asso- 
ciated with size classes because of miscellane- 
ous characteristics and, therefore, are not clas- 
sified in this report.

More trucks are used for agriculture than 
for any other purpose. When motor trucks are 
examined in terms of size class, however, agri- 
culture is the main use for only medium and 
light-heavy vehicles. The principal use of light 
trucks is for personal transportation (as a sub- 
stitute for an automobile) while heavy-heavy 
trucks are used predominantly as “for hire” 
transportation. The primary use for miscellane- 
ous size classes is for “other businesses.” 
These vehicles are composed largely of utility, 
beverage, and other trucks not classified ac- 
cording to size.

Fifty-six percent of the U.S. truck popula- 
tion is made up of pickup trucks. With respect 
to major uses, pickup trucks is the major body 
type for all classes except “for hire” transpor- 
tation, “other businesses," and “other uses." 
Vans are the most prevalent body type used by 
“for hire” transportation and “other uses." 
Miscellaneous trucks are used mostly by “other 
businesses."

Truck Mileage—Heavy-heavy trucks are op- 
erated more extensively than any other size 
class of truck. Although constituting 6 percent 
of the truck population, heavy-heavy trucks 
provided 21 percent of the total truck miles in 
the United States during 1963. Moreover, 
when area of operation is compared for size 
classes, heavy-heavy trucks are responsible for 
roughly 8 out of 10 vehicle miles driven in the 
“long-distance” area (200 miles or more away 
from the home base).

It is interesting to note that virtually all 
the annual vehicle miles used for personal 
transportation are accounted for by light motor 
trucks. Light vehicles also account for the 
greatest proportion of truck miles for agricul- 
ture (77 percent), for services (78 percent), 
and for contract construction (69 percent). 
Heavy-heavy trucks, on the other hand, account 
for 67 percent of the total annual truck miles 
by “for hire” transportation.
Type of Fuel—About 97 percent of the motor 
trucks use gasoline and 2 percent, diesel fuel. 

Roughly 1 percent of the truck owners failed to 
report the type of fuel used.

Heavy-heavy motor trucks, combinations 
(largely tractor semitrailer), long distances, 
and “for hire” transportation are associated 
with the use of diesel fuel. This conclusion is 
supported by the following findings:

Some 82 percent of the trucks using die- 
sel fuel are heavy-heavy trucks; 15 per- 
cent are miscellaneous size trucks, and 3 
percent are distributed among the other 
size classes.
Approximately 86 percent of the diesel 
driven vehicles are combinations. They 
were driven approximately 21 percent of 
the total vehicle miles and 93 percent of 
the miles by all diesel driven motor trucks 
during 1963.
Within the local area, virtually all trucks, 
regardless of use, are operated on gaso- 
line. In the intermediate area (outside the 
local area but within 200 miles of home 
base), 90 percent of the motor trucks are 
operated on gasoline. It is only in the 
long-distance area of operation that diesel 
fuel is used to any significant extent. Ap- 
proximately 47 percent of the trucks haul- 
ing over a long-distance area of operation 
are fueled with diesel; of these, 7 out of 
10 are “for hire” trucks.
Finally, motor trucks fueled with diesel 
were used more extensively than trucks 
fueled with gasoline. Approximately one- 
third of the diesel fueled trucks were 
driven 80,000 miles or more during 1963. 
Of all trucks driven 80,000 miles or more, 
60 percent used diesel fuel.

Truck Fleets—Seventy percent of the trucks in 
the United States are individually operated 
units with no truck fleet association, 17 percent 
are in small fleets containing 2 to 9 trucks, 8 
percent are in fleets of 10 to 49 trucks, and 
4 percent are in large fleets of 50 or more 
trucks.

Virtually all motor trucks used for per- 
sonal transportation (98 percent) and most of 
those used for agriculture have no fleet asso- 
ciation. On the other hand, 7 out of 10 motor 
trucks classified as “for hire” transportation 
are associated with truck fleets.

Owners of individually operated motor 
trucks usually have their major repairs done by 
independent garages or employ “other” repair 
services. Owners of trucks associated with 
fleets have a tendency to provide their own re-
pair service rather than to contract with inde- 
pendent garages. The tendency for the owner 
to repair his own trucks increases as the size of 
the fleet increases. For example, approximately 
89 percent of the trucks in fleets of 100 to 149 
trucks and 82 percent of those in fleets of 150 
trucks or more were maintained by the owner. 
At the other extreme, only 19 percent of individ- 
ually operated trucks are repaired by the owner.

1



Figure 1

Estimated Trucks
(Miscellaneous Trucks not Included)

EACH SYMBOL = 200,000 VEHICLESBY MAJOR USE (table 1)

AGRICULTURE

PERSONAL

FOR HIRE

CONTRACT 
CONSTRUCTION

MANUFACTURING

WHOLESALE
AND RETAIL

SERVICES

OTHER

BY AREA OF OPERATION

LOCAL

OF VEHICLESTHOUSANDS

INTERMEDIATE

LONG DISTANCE

NOT REPORTED

BY MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITY TOTAL CLASSIFIED VEHICLES = 100%

24.9% 14.5% 42.7% 16.8%

OWNER 
MAINTENANCE

DEALER 
MAINTENANCE

INDEPENDENT 
MAINTENANCE

OTHER OR 
NOT REPORTED

1963 CENSUS OF TRANSPORTATION, U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census

3,528,000

3,114,000

679.000

1,198,000

528.000

1,664,000

930,000

434,000



Another important distinction between individ- 
ual trucks and those associated with truck 
fleets is the range of sizes. In general, the 
proportion of light trucks decreases and the 
proportion of heavy-heavy and miscellaneous 
trucks increases as the size of the fleet in- 
creases.

Heavy-heavy trucks in larger fleets tend to 
be powered with diesel fuel to a greater extent 
than heavy-heavy trucks with no fleet associa- 
tion, or with a small truck fleet association. 
For example, less than one-quarter of the in- 
dividually operated heavy-heavy trucks or those 
operated in association with small fleets (under 
10 vehicles) are diesel powered. As the size 
of the fleet increases, there is a progressive in- 
crease in the proportion of heavy-heavy trucks 
operated on diesel fuel. In fact, about 60 per- 
cent of the heavy-heavy trucks in fleets of 150 
or more trucks use diesel fuel.

SCOPE OF SURVEY
The Truck Inventory and Use Survey was 

undertaken specifically to obtain data on the 
characteristics and use of commercial and pri- 
vate trucks in the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia. The number of private and commer- 
cial truck registrations (or licenses) has long 
been a measure of the Nation’s truck inventory 
and the growth of trucking resources, because 
all vehicles must be licensed as a prerequisite 
for operation on public roads. Truck registra- 
tion data, issued annually by State motor vehi- 
cle authorities, have been compiled and pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Public Roads for many 
years.1 However, since registration records do 
not supply essential information about the char- 
acteristics and uses of vehicles, the Bureau of 
the Census was authorized to obtain informa- 
tion needed to fill this gap. Truck registrations 
for 1963 as published by the Bureau of Public 
Roads were adopted as the best measure of 
total truck inventory—the "universe”. The re- 
sults of the Census Bureau survey, based on a 
sample, were used to distribute that universe 
by the various classifications shown in the 
tables of this report.

1 See Highway Statistics, table MV-1, published annually by the 
Bureau of Public Roads. Because registration practices and the timing 
of the reregistration cycles differ greatly among the States, the Bureau 
of Public Roads adjusts information obtained from the various State 
authorities to achieve maximum comparability among States.

The term “truck” is used here in the gen- 
eric sense to include both the “straight truck” 
and the “combination”. The former is a single, 
self-contained vehicle such as a pickup or panel 
delivery truck. The latter is a combination of 
two or more vehicles: One vehicle is the power 
unit (usually a truck-tractor but sometimes a 
straight truck) and the other is the trailing 
unit (usually a semitrailer but sometimes a full 
trailer). The most frequent combination is a 
truck-tractor with a semitrailer. Other combina- 
tions are straight truck-full trailer, truck-full 

trailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-full trailer, and 
other arrangements of power units and 
property-carrying trailing vehicles.

Some classes of property-carrying vehicles 
are not included in this survey. Probably the 
largest class of those excluded consists of vehi- 
cles owned by Federal, State, and local govern- 
ment agencies. Another class is usually called 
off-highway vehicles, including vehicles such as 
logging trucks that operate solely on company 
property, farm trucks that are not driven off the 
farm, and material-handling equipment used 
around a factory. These off-highway vehicles 
are not required to be licensed. They were ex- 
cluded principally because no feasible method 
has been found to locate and enumerate them. 
The remaining major class of vehicle, not 
counted in this survey, was the trailing unit 
(semitrailer or full trailer) other than the power 
unit normally used in combinations.

SURVEY METHOD
Description of Sample—A probability sample of 
license numbers for power units (i.e., straight 
trucks and truck-tractors) was drawn from the 
motor vehicle license files in each of the 50 
States and the District of Columbia. A total of 
about 115,000 licenses was drawn for the 
United States as a whole from a total universe 
of about 12,700,000 licenses on file. The sam- 
ple was stratified by State, and varied from 
about 1,500 sample vehicles in small States 
and 3,000 in medium States to 6,000 in the 
largest State. The sample also was stratified by 
size of truck, with two-thirds of the sample 
comprised of large trucks and one-third of 
small trucks.

The specific license number, make, year 
model, and registered weight for each vehicle 
on the sample and the owner's name and ad- 
dress, were obtained from the State record. 
This identifying information was entered in item 
1 of the questionnaire (see appendix B) prior to 
mailing. The owner was requested to supply 
the essential additional information for the 
specified vehicle.

The samples were drawn shortly after the 
close of the annual reregistration date in each 
State in order to have a “live” list of license 
numbers and related mailing addresses. Since 
the timing of the reregistration cycle differs 
from State to State, three inventory dates were 
used—April 1, July 1, and October 1.

The estimates of the relative (or percent- 
age) distributions of vehicles by body type or 
other classifications in each State were devel- 
oped, in general, as follows: The original sam- 
ple was drawn in such a manner that every 
truck license in the State motor vehicle regis- 
tration file had a mathematically known chance 
of being selected. That mathematically known 
chance is commonly called the sampling rate. 
The specific information obtained from the
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Figure 2

Major Use of Motor Tru

1963 CENSUS OF TRANSPORTATION, U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of tl



 Vehicle Size (table 9)

LIGHT

MEDIUM

LIGHT-HEAVY

HEAVY-HEAVY

MISC. SIZES

truck owner for a specified vehicle was multi- 
plied by the reciprocal of the sampling rate for 
that vehicle. Those expanded values were ag- 
gregated to the universe represented by the 
sample. The percentage distributions were 
computed from the universe aggregates.

Sampling Variability—The percentage distribu- 
tions shown in this report are based on prob- 
ability samples and therefore are subject to 
sampling variability. The term “sampling vari- 
ability” refers to the differences that would be 
expected between results of a sample survey 
and the results that would have been obtained 
from a complete enumeration of all vehicles. 
For most of the major items on a total U.S. 
basis, the sampling variability does not exceed 
plus or minus two-tenths of 1 percent, indicat- 
ing that the chances are about 2 out of 3 that 
the percentage shown for most major items in 
this report would not differ by more than plus 
or minus 0.2 from the percentage that would 
have been found by asking the same question 
of all truck owners under essentially the same 
conditions.

The sampling variability for geographic 
divisions and States tends to increase as the 
size of the sample decreases. Estimates of the 
variability in each State and division is shown 
in the respective section of this report.

The estimates of the actual number of 
vehicles (in contrast to percentage distribu- 
tions) are based upon data from two sources. 
The total vehicles in each State or other area 
are based on the total number of truck registra- 
tions during the year as reported by the Bureau 
of Public Roads. Those figures are based on 
total counts and consequently are not subject 
to sampling variability, although they are sub- 
ject to possible reporting errors. The estimates 
of the number of vehicles by body type and 
other characteristics were derived by distribut- 
ing the total number of truck registrations in 
each State in accordance with the percentage 
distributions found in the survey. For that rea- 
son, the estimates of the actual number of ve- 
hicles (other than total) are subject to approxi- 
mately the same sampling variability as those 
shown for the percentage distributions in the 
variability table in each section.

Other Potential Sources of Error—The esti- 
mates of sampling variability do not include al- 
lowances for possible errors arising from other 
causes. For example, the descriptive terms 
used for body types (item 8 on the question- 
naire) conform to normal trade terminology. 
However, some misinterpretations were found 
in the answers to this and other questions.

A different type of potential error arises 
from an unintentional failure to sample the en- 
tire truck universe. The failure occurs because 
blocks of records are sometimes out of the file 
at the time of sampling, or are filed in the auto-

5
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mobile or other essentially “nontruck" license 
series. Steps were taken to recognize and cor- 
rect those situations, but some omissions may 
not have been detected.

In general, the extent of response errors 
cannot be measured statistically by available 
data. However, the rate of response was high 
(over 90 percent in almost all States), and the 
general quality of the results appears to be 
good.

Method of Applying Sample Results to Total 
Truck Registrations—Tables 1 and 2 in the 
U.S. Summary section show the estimated 
absolute number of truck registrations distrib- 
uted by selected characteristics and uses. In 
table 1, data are presented for the United 
States, geographic divisions, and States. In 
table 2, data are presented only for the United 
States and geographic divisions since the sam- 
ple was too small in many States to distribute 
truck fleet data.

The data in the above tables were derived 
by applying the percent distribution for each 
State to the total registrations reported for that 
State. Geographic division distributions repre- 
sent the sum of the data for each of the States 
in the respective divisions. U.S. distributions 
are totals of data for the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia.

Column 1 of table 1 contains the total 
motor trucks registration counts for each State, 
the District of Columbia, each geographic di- 
vision, and the United States. Column 2 con- 
tains an estimate of the trucks which could not 
be classified in one of four specific size classes 
and are therefore tabulated as “miscellaneous 
sizes”. These miscellaneous sizes are sub- 
tracted, on all geographic levels, to obtain the 
figure in column 3 which is the total number 
of trucks classified by size. The distribution 
represented in the other columns adds to the 
total classified motor trucks (column 3). Also, 

the base total in table 2 is the number of classi- 
fied trucks in the United States. The percent- 
ages in other tables in the U.S. section are 
based on total motor truck registrations. 
Tables in the geographic division and State sec- 
tions of this volume are based on the total 
number of trucks classified by size.

PRODUCTION AREAS
The map on page 18 identifies 25 produc- 

tion areas. The production-area concept was 
developed for the Census of Transportation 
chiefly to pin-point traffic-flow data for the 
Commodity Transportation Survey. The areas 
are essentially single standard metropolitan 
statistical areas (SMSA’s)2 or clusters of 
SMSA’s selected to represent relatively large 
but geographically compact concentrations of 
industrial activity. To increase the extent of 
geographic dispersion, a number of rather 
small areas are also included.

2 Executive Office of the President, Bureau of the Budget, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 1964.

An SMSA is defined by the Bureau of the 
Budget as a county or group of contiguous 
counties (except in New England) which con- 
tains at least one central city of 50,000 or more 
inhabitants or “twin cities” with a combined 
population of at least 50,000. In addition to 
the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an 
SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they are 
essentially metropolitan in character and are 
socially and economically integrated with the 
central city. In New England, towns and cities 
rather than counties are the units used in de- 
fining an SMSA.

Production-area data are shown in table 
3 of the U.S. Summary section. The footnote 
to the table identifies the SMSA’s included in 
each of the 25 production areas shown.

6
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Figure 4
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STATE PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL TRUCK REGISTRATIONS

Total number on file ........................................................... 38,064
Miscellaneous types not classified by size...................... 2,371
Types included in tables .................................................... 35,693

TRUCK INVENTORY AND USE SAMPLE
Number selected on sample............................................... 1,564

Out-of-scope types and postmaster returns ...... 70
Unanswered questionnaires ...................................... 90

Net number on sample........................................................ 1,404
Miscellaneous types not classified by size......................... 154
Number on sample included in tables.................................. 1,250

SAMPLING VARIABILITY OF DATA

Data are based on a probability sample and are subject to sampling variability. The term “sampling 
variability” refers to the differences that would be expected between results of a sample survey and 
results that would have been obtained from a complete enumeration of all vehicles. A more complete 
description of sampling variability is included in the Introduction to this report. Estimates of sampling 
variability for this State are as follows:

Item

Reported 
figure 

based on 
sample 

(1)

Sampling 
vari- 

ability1

(2)

Item

Reported 
figure 

based on 
sample 

(1)

Sampling 
vari- 

ability1

(2)

BODY TYPE
(percent) (percent)

LENGTH OF TRUCK2
(percent) (percent)

Pickups.................................. . ............. . . 35.3 1.6 Under 10 ft. long................................. 62.4 2.4
Panel, walk-ins....................................... 24.8 1.8 10 to 15.9 ft. long............................. 19.8 1.2
Platform and cattle rack..................... 13.1 1.4 16 to 24.9 ft. long............................. 4.0

1.8
0.5
0.1Van........ . ................................................... 11.5 0.8 25 to 34.9 ft. long.............................

Refrigerator............................................ 2.0 0.2 35 ft. long and over.......................... 3.1 0.3
Dump........................................................... 7.9 0.6 Length not reported................ 8.9 0.9
Tank............. ........... . .............. ................. 4.8 o.5
Cement mixers and "not reported".... 0.6 0.1

ANNUAL MILEAGEBODY SIZE
Light......................................................... 64.6 1.8 Less than 5,000 miles......................... 20.7 0.8
Medium......................  ... 13.7 1.2 5,000 to 9,999 miles....................... 24.7 1.5
Light-heavy......... . .................................. 14.0 0.7 10,000 to 19,999 miles.................... 27.9 2.4
Heavy-heavy.............................................. 7.7 0.6 20,000 to 29,999 miles..................... 5.1 0.6

MAJOR USE 30,000 miles and over.............. 5.8 0.7
Mileage not reported............... 15.8 1.5

Agriculture.............................................. 8.2 0.2

AREA OF OPERATIONPersonal........ ................................... . . . . 19.5 1.7
For hire....................... . .......................... 7.6 0.4
Contract construction......... ................. 15.2 1.1 Local........ ................................. 76.6 1.0Manufacturing........................................ . 5-5 1.0 Intermediate,. (X) (X)Wholesale and retail............................ 26.0 2.0 Long distance.................................... . . (X) (X)Services.................................. ................. 14.2 0.9 Not reported.......................................... 13.1 1.1Other Business........................................ (X) (X)
Other uses................................................ (X) (X)

YEAR MODELDRIVER MAN-HOURS
Under 15 hours........................................ 30.1 0.6 1962-63................................................... 12.6 0.9
15 to 30 hours........................................ 18.4 2.2 1960-61................................................... 11.0 1.5
31 to 40 hours........................................ 14.3 0.8 1955-59................................................... 30.2 1.5
41 hours or more.................................... 17.7 1.8 1950-54................................................... 28.8 2.2
Man hours not reported......................... 19.5 0.8 Pre-1950................. ................................ 17.4 1.6

X Not applicable.
1Technically referred to as "one standard error."
2Includes only trucks for which information on length was requested. 

569



570 RHODE ISLAND TRUCK INVENTORY AND USE SURVEY

table 1. Year Model and Size Class of Truck: 1963
(Percent distribution)

Size class Total 1962-63 1960-61 1955-59 1950-54 Pre-1950

Distribution by year model

All size classes................................ 100.0 12.6 11.0 30.2 28.8 17.4

Light trucks..................................... .................... 100.0 13.0 10.4 30.2 30.2 16.2
Medium trucks........................................................ 100.0 7.3 8.3 27.8 35.2 21.4
Light-heavy trucks.............................................. 100.0 12.6 16.2 29.3 23.6 18.3
Heavy-heavy trucks.............................................. 100.0 18.6 10.6 36.7 15.1 19.0

Distribution by size class

All size classes...................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Light trucks............................. ............................ 64.6 66.7 61.5 64.5 67.9 60.2
Medium trucks........................................................ 13.7 7.9 10.4 12.6 16.7 16.7
Light-heavy trucks.............................................. 14.0 14.0 20.6 13.5 11.4 14.7
Heavy-heavy trucks.............................................. 7.7 11.4 7.5 9.4 4.0 8.4

table 2. Area of Operation and Major Use of Truck: 1963
(Percent distribution)

1Area of operation in or around the city and suburbs or within a short distance of the farm, factory, or 
the home base of the vehicle.

2Area of operation beyond the local area.

Major use Total Local1
Intermediate 

and long 
distance2

Not reported

Distribution by area of operation

All uses................................................................... 100.0 76.6 10.3 13.1
Agriculture

100.0 80.9 5.2 13.9
Personal....................... ......................................................... 100.0 72.5 2.6 24.9
For hire.................................... 100.0 44.3 44.2 11.5
Contract construction......... 100.0 85.6 6.9 7.5

Manufacturer 100.0 66.8 24.1 9.1
Wholesale and retail business. 100.0 81.6 9.3 9.1
Services................................................................................. 100.0 83.5 5.3 11.2
All other uses..................................................................... 100.0 70.7 14.U 15.3

Distribution by major use
All uses 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agriculture

8.2 8.6 4.1 8.7
Personal.............. ........................................................... .. 19.5 18.5 5.0 37.2

For hire 7.6 4.4 32.4 6.6
Contract construction...................................................... 15.2 17.0 10.1 8.7
Manufacturing..................................................................... 5.5 4.8 12.6 3.8
Wholesale and retail business.............. .. 26.0 27.7 23.3 18.2
Services................................................. 14.2 15.4 7.2 12.1
All other uses..................... ....................................... 3.8 3.6 5.3 4.7
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table 3. Size Class and Major Use of Truck: 1963 
(Percent distribution)

Major use Total Light Medium Light-heavy Heavy-heavy

Distribution by size class

All uses........................................ 100.0 64.6 13.7 14.0 7.7
Agriculture........................... . .............. ............ 100.0 58.8 10.0 27.0 4.2
Personal..................................................... .. 100.0 91.7 7.1 0.3 0.9
For hire...........  ;............ 100.0 15.1 12.1 19.7 53.1
Contract construction............................... .. 100.0 67.7 7.5 20.6 4.2
Manufacturing.................... .................. .. 100.0 49.5 22.7 16.4 11.4
Wholesale and retail business................... 100.0 54.9 24.6 15.1 5.4
Services............... ...................... . .......... .. 100.0 81.3 8.9 7.9 1.9
All other uses......... ......................................... 100.0 52.2 12.8 29.3 5.7

Distribution by major use

All uses................................................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agriculture..................................... 8.2 7.4 6.0 15.8 4.5
Personal................. ............................................. 19.5 27.7 10.2 0.4 2.3
For hire.............................................................. 7.6 1.8 6.7 10.7 52.1
Contract construction................................... 15.2 15.9 8.3 22.4 8.4
Manufacturing.................................................... 5.5 4.2 9.1 6.4 8.0
Wholesale and retail business......... .. 26.0 22.1 46.8 28.2 18.3
Services......................................................... .. 14.2 17.8 9.3 8.0 3.5
All other uses............................... .................. 3.8 3.1 3.6 8.1 2.9

table 4. Size Class of Truck and Size of Truck Fleet: 1963
(Percent distribution)

791-418 0-65-37

Size of truck fleet Total Light Medium Light-heavy Heavy-heavy

Distribution by size class

All fleets............................................ 100.0 64.6 13.7 14.0 7.7

Trucks in fleets of—
1 truck........................................................ 100.0 74.9 12.2 10.2 2.7
2 to 5 trucks............................................ 100.0 53.8 19.2 19.2 7.8
6 to 19 trucks.................................. 100.0 40.8 15.0 25.3 18.9
20 trucks or more................... ................ 100.0 39.5 12.4 18.0 30.1

Distribution by number of trucks in truck fleet

All fleets........................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Trucks in fleets of—
1 truck......................................................... 64.2 74.4 57.3 46.7 22.5
2 to 5 trucks............................................ 16.1 13.4 22.7 22.2 16.4
6 to 19 trucks.......................................... 10.9 6.9 12.0 19.7 26.7
20 trucks or more.................................... 8.8 5.3 8.0 11.4 34.4



572 RHODE ISLAND TRUCK INVENTORY AND USE SURVEY

table 5. Size Class of Truck and Type of Fuel: 1963
(Percent distribution)

Type of fuel Total Light Medium Light-heavy Heavy-heavy

Distribution by size class

All fuels....................... 100.0 64.6 13.7 14.0 7.7
Gasoline............................... 100.0 67.0 13.6 14.3 5.1
Diesel................................. 100.0 0.9 0.8 2.5 95.8
Not reported............... ........... 100.0 26.5 64.7 8.8 —

Distribution by type of fuel

All fuels....................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Gasoline............................... 96.2 99.6 95.8 98.9 63.3
Diesel................................. 3.0 — 0.2 0.6 36.7
Not reported........................... 0.8 0.4 4.0 0.5 —

TABLE 6. Major Use and Body Type of Truck: 1963 
(Percent distribution)

Body type1 Total Agri- 
culture

Per- 
sonal

For 
hire

Contract 
construc- 

tion

Manu- 
fac- 

turing

Wholesale 
and retail 
business

Serv- 
ices

All 
other 
uses

Distribution by major use of truck

All types................. 100.0 8.2 19.5 7.6 15.2 5.5 26.0 14.2 3.8
Pickup.......................... 100.0 9.8 38.8 0.6 18.8 3.0 9.3 16.7 3.0
Panel, walk-in.................. 100.0 0.2 14.7 3.6 11.9 4.0 41.3 21.6 2.7
Platform and cattle rack........ 100.0 19.7 13.8 4.7 11.7 11.9 29.0 6.3 2.9
Vans.................................. 100.0 2.2 3.0 42.9 6.3 11.0 28.6 0.4 5.6
Refrigerator.................... 100.0 — — 7.4 — 6.2 67.9 8.6 9.9
Dump............................. 100.0 23.1 0.3 6.3 39.4 0.3 5.3 17.2 8.1
Tank... .......................... 100.0 — — 6.2 1.6 6.2 75.1 9.8 1.1
Other..... ................. . 100.0 — — — 30.4 21.7 4.3 — 43.6

Distribution by body types

All types................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Pickup........................... 35.3 42.4 70.2 2.6 43.6 19.5 12.7 41.7 26.7
Panel, walk-in.................. 24.8 0.7 18.7 11.8 19.4 18.2 39.4 38.0 17.8
Platform and cattle rack........ 13.1 31.5 9.3 8.2 10.1 28.5 14.6 5.8 9.6
Vans........... 11.5 3.0 1.7 64.9 4.7 23.2 12.6 0.4 16.6
Refrigerator.................... 2.0 — — 2.0 — 2.3 5.2 1.2 5.0
Dump............................. 7.9 22.4 0.1 6.6 20.6 0.5 1.6 9.6 16.6
Tank............................ 4.8 — — 3.9 0.5 5.5 13.8 3.3 1.3
Other............... ....... . 0.6 — — — 1.1 2.3 0.1 — 6,4

1Classifications of vehicle types were intended to conform to normal trade terminology. However, some 
misinterpretations were found. The term "pickup" was intended to include only small single-unit, two-axle 
trucks with a box back, but some owners interpreted it to mean any vehicle used in pickup and delivery serv- 
ice. Similar differences in interpretation were found in several other vehicle types.
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table 7. Annual Truck Miles and Size Class and Year Model 
of Truck: 1963

(Percent distribution)

Size class and year model Total

Less 
than 

5,000 
miles

5,000 
to

9,999 
miles

10,000 
to

19,999 
miles

20,000 
to

29,999 
miles

30,000 
miles or

more

Mileage 
not 

reported

Distribution by truck miles

All trucks.............. ....................... .. 100.0 20.7 24.7 27.9 5.1 5.8 15.8

Light trucks, total.................... .. 100.0 21.6 25.6 30.0 3.8 1.7 17.3
1962-63 models........................................ 100.0 8.3 20.6 41.3 8.6 6.2 15.0
1960-61 models ................. .......... .. 100.0 13.2 20.6 49.3 7.7 2.9 6.3
1955-59 models............................................ 100.0 17.3 26.7 37.7 3.7 0.1 14.5
Pre-1955 models................... ...................... 100.0 30.1 27.3 17.5 1.7 1.2 22.2

Medium trucks, total..................... ... ............ 100.0 24.7 24.3 30.8 4.9 5.1 10.2
1962-63 models......... . ................................ 100.0 — 12.5 30.0 12.5 40.0 5.0
1960-61 models............................................ 100.0 4.3 4.3 65.2 8.8 2.2 15.2
1955-59 models............... ............................. 100.0 25.5 18.3 51.5 2.0 0.7 2.0
Pre-1955 models.......................................... 100.0 30.4 31.7 15.7 4.9 3.2 14.1

Light-heavy trucks, total........................... 100.0 22.6 27.9 20.6 8.3 3.9 16.7
1962-63 models......................... .................. 100.0 7.0 9.9 32.4 25.4 8.5 16.8
1960-61 models............................................ 100.0 30.8 20.8 24.2 8.8 6.6 8.8
1955-59 models...................................... .. 100.0 18.8 38.8 22.4 7.3 3.0 9.7
Pre-1955 models.......................................... 100.0 26.7 28.4 14.4 3.8 2.1 24.6

Heavy-heavy trucks, total.............. 100.0 2.3 11.9 18.0 10.6 45.3 11.9
1962-63 models............. . ............................. 100.0 — 3.4 15.5 1.8 75.9 3.4
1960-61 models............................................ 100.0 — 12.1 6.1 6.1 75.7 —
1955-59 models........................................ 100.0 0.9 9.7 18.4 13.2 48.2 9.6
Pre-1955 models..................... .................... 100.0 5.7 18.9 22.6 14.2 16.0 22.6

Distribution by size class and year model

All trucks............................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Light trucks total..................................... 64,6 67.6 67.0 69.6 48.3 18.7 70.7
1962-63 models...................... 8.4 3.4 7.0 12.4 14.0 8.9 8.0
1960-61 mod els...................... 6.8 4.3 5.6 11.9 10.1 3.4 2.7
1955-59 models...................... .. 19.5 16.3 21.1 26.4 14.0 0.4 17.9
Pre-1955 models.......................................... 29.9 43.6 33.3 18.9 10.2 6.0 42.1

Medium trucks, total................... .................. 13.7 16.3 13.5 15.1 13.0 11.9 8.8
1962-63 models............. ............................... 1.0 — 0.5 1.1 2.4 6.8 0.3
1960-61 models................. ........................... 1.1 0.2 0.2 2.7 1.9 0.4 1.1
1955-59 models............................................ 3.8 4.7 2.8 7.0 1.4 0.4 0.5
Pre-1955 models......................................... 7.8 11.4 10.0 4.3 7.3 4.3 6.9

Light-heavy trucks, total..................... .. 14.0 15.2 15.8 10.3 22.7 9.4 14.7
1962-63 models...................................... 1.8 0.6 0.7 2.0 8.7 2.6 1.9
1960-61 models............................................ 2.3 3.4 1.9 2.0 3.9 2.6 1.3
1955-59 models................... ........................ 4.1 3.7 6.4 3.3 5.8 2.1 2.5
Pre-1955 models................... ...................... 5.8 7.5 6.8 3.0 4.3 2.1 9.0

Heavy-heavy trucks, total.................... ...... 7.7 0.9 3.7 5.0 16.0 60.0 5.8
1962-63 models..................... ...................... 1.4 — 0.2 0.8 0.6 18.7 0.3
1960-61 models... .................. .................... 0.8 — 0.4 0.2 1.0 10.6 —
1955-59 models................... ........................ 2.8 0.1 1.1 1.9 7.2 23.4 1.7
Pre-1955 models......................................... 2.7 0.8 2.0 2.1 7.2 7.3 3.8
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table 8. Annual Truck Miles and Major Use and Size Class 
of Truck: 1963

(Percent distribution)

Major use and size class Total

Less 
than 
5,000 
miles

5,000 
to

9,999 
miles

10,000 
to

19,999 
miles

20,000 
to

29,999 
miles

30,000 
miles or

more

Mileage 
not 

reported

Distribution by annual mileage

All uses....... ................. 100.0 20.7 24.7 27.9 5.1 5.8 15.8
Light and medium trucks...... 100.0 22.2 25.3 30.2 4.0 2.3 16.0
Light-heavy and heavy-heavy 
trucks... .................. 100.0 15.3 22.2 19.7 9.2 18.6 15.0

Agriculture.......................... . 100.0 33.9 14.8 4.5 0.3 0.6 45.9
Personal.............. ................. 100.0 34.0 31.1 8.9 — 1.8 24.2
For hire................................ 100.0 10.2 12.4 18.0 12.5 35.4 11.5
Contract construction.................. 100.0 16.6 31.7 40.1 6.2 1.3 4.1
Manufacturing........ ................. 100.0 9.5 31.8 33.6 11.4 8.2 5.5
Wholesale and retail business......... 100.0 16.6 22.8 38.4 5.7 4.8 11.7
Services................................ 100.0 18.7 22.9 36.4 6.3 2.6 13.1
All other uses......................... 100.0 12.7 18.5 34.4 5.7 12.1 16.6

Distribution by major use and size class

All uses......................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Light and medium trucks...... 78.3 83.9 80.5 84.7 61.3 30.6 79.5
Light-heavy and heavy-heavy 

trucks......................21.7 16.1 19.5 15.3 38.7 69.4 20.5

Agriculture............................. 8.2 13.4 4.9 1.3 0.5 0.9 23.7
19.5 32.1 24.6 6.2 — 6.0 29.9

For hire...................... ......... 7.6 3.7 3.8 4.9 18.4 46.0 5.5
Contract construction................. 15.2 12.2 19.5 21.9 18.4 3.4 3.9
Manufacturing.......................... 5.5 2.5 7.0 6.6 12.1 7.7 1.9
Wholesale and retail business......... 26.0 20.9 24.0 35.8 29.0 21.7 19.3
Services.................... ........... 14.2 12.7 13.2 18.5 17.4 6.4 11.8
All other uses....................... .. 3.8 2.5 3.0 4.8 4.2 7.9 4.0
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table 9. Driver Man-Hours and Major Use and Size Class 
of Truck: 1963

(Percent distribution)

Major use and size class Total
Under 15 

hours
15 to 30 

hours
31 to 40 

hours
41 hours 
or more

Man-hours 
not 

reported

Distribution by driver man-hours

All uses................................................. .. 100.0 30.1 18.4 14.3 17.7 19.5
Light and medium trucks..................... 100.0 33.1 19.1 13.0 14.5 20.3
Light-heavy and heavy-heavy 
trucks............................................ .. 100.0 19.2 15.8 19.1 29.3 16.6

Agriculture.......................................................... .. 100.0 48.2 21.2 4.9 4.2 21.5
Personal.............................................. ...................... 100.0 40.1 7.1 — — 52.8
For hire.................................................................... 100.0 7.5 13.1 18.8 39.3 21.3
Contract construction.................. .. 100.0 51.4 21.6 15.0 6.5 5.5
Manufacturing.......................................................... 100.0 16.8 34.5 16.0 27.7 5.0
Wholesale and retail business......................... 100.0 14.8 22.6 24.6 32.6 5.4
Services........... ......................................................... 100.0 28.8 21.5 15.4 18.2 16.1
All other uses..................................................... 100.0 28.0 5.1 20.4 19.7 26.8

Distribution by major use and size class

All uses.......................................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Light and medium trucks..................... 78.3 86.2 81.4 71.1 64.0 81.6
Light-heavy and heavy-heavy 
trucks.................................................... 21.7 13.8 18.6 28.9 36.0 18.4

Agriculture............................................................. 8.2 13.1 9.4 2.8 2.0 9.0
Personal........................................................ ............ 19.5 26.0 7.5 — — 52.8
For hire..................................................................... 7.6 1.9 5.4 9.9 16.9 8.2
Contract construction.......................... 15.2 25.9 17.8 15.9 5.6 4.3
Manufacturing........................... ................ .. 5.5 3.0 10.2 6.1 8.6 1.4
Wholesale and retail business.................. 26.0 12.9 31.9 44.6 48.0 7.2
Services.................................................. .. 14.2 13.5 16.6 15.2 14.6 11.7
All other uses........................................................ 3.8 3.7 1.2 5.5 4.3 5.4
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table 10. Load Length or Capacity and Body and 
Vehicle Type: 1963

(Percent distribution)

Body and vehicle type2

Distribution by length or capacity

Total
Under 
10 ft. 
long

10 to
15.9 ft. 

long

16 to
24.9 ft. 

long

25 to
34.9 ft. 

long

35 ft. 
long, 

and over

Length 
not 

reported

All types2....... ....... ....... 100.0 62.4 19.8 4.0 1.8 3.1 8.9

Pickup................................. 100.0 83.7 3.9 0.1 — — 12.3
Panel, walk-in.............. . 100.0 72.7 16.7 0,6 0.2 — 9.8
Platform and cattle rack.............. 100.0 35.4 52.5 7.6 2.1 0.9 1.5
Van (open, closed, furniture)........ 100.0 12.3 30.3 19.0 9.6 22.9 5.9

Single-unit truck.................. 100.0 18.6 46.5 28.9 0.7 — 5.3
Combination..... ............ 100.0 0.6 — 0.6 26.1 65.8 6.9

Refrigerator................ .......... 100.0 21.0 64.2 6.2 7.4 — 1.2

Under 5 cubic yards 5 cubic yards or over

Dump.................... .............. 100.0 65.3 34.7

Under 3,000 gallons 3,000 gallons or over

Tank................................... 100.0 74.1 25.9

Body and vehicle type1

Distribution by body and vehicle type

Total
Under 
10 ft. 
long

10 to
15.9 ft. 

long

16 to
24.9 ft. 

long

25 to
34.9 ft. 

long

35 ft. 
long 

and over

Length 
not 

reported

All types..... .................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Pickup................................. 35.3 54.6 8.1 0.7 — — 56.5
Panel, walk-in......................... 24.8 33.4 24.1 4.3 3.2 — 31.9
Platform and cattle rack.............. 13.1 8.6 40.0 28.6 17.5 4.5 2.6
Van (open, closed, furniture)........ 11.5 2.6 20.2 62.9 69.8 95.5 8.7

Single-unit truck.................. 7.5 2.6 20.2 62.1 3,2 — 5.2
Combination............ 4.0 — — 0.8 66.6 95.5 3.5

Refrigerator........................... 2.0 0.8 7.6 3.5 9.5 — 0.3

Dump............................... . 7.9 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Tank............................... 4.8 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Other or not reported...... . 0.6 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

(X) Not applicable.
1Classifications of vehicle types were intended to conform to normal trade terminology. However, some 

misinterpretations were found. The term "pickup" was intended to include only small single-unit, two-axle 
trucks with a box back, but some owners interpreted it to mean any vehicle used in pickup and delivery serv- 
ice. Similar differences in interpretation were found in several other vehicle types.

2This total includes only motor trucks for which information was requested on body length.



Appendix A

EXPLANATION OF MAJOR TERMS

Motor trucks—The basic unit of measurement 
used in this report is the registered “power 
unit” (i.e., single-unit truck or tractor). Only 
private and commercially owned motor trucks 
are included in the universe. Official trucks— 
those owned by Federal, State, or municipal 
governments—were not convassed.

In terms of tabular presentation, the 
motor truck total upon which the U.S. tables 
are based differs from that used in State and 
geographic division tables. The U.S. summary 
tables include in their base the total commer- 
cial and private trucks registered and operated 
in 1963. The State and division tables include 
only motor trucks that could be classified by 
vehicle size. So-called “miscellaneous size” 
trucks are, therefore, included in the U.S. base, 
but excluded from State and geographic divi- 
sion data.

Annual vehicle miles—Annual vehicle miles 
consists of the estimated sum of all miles 
driven during a 12-month period by all opera- 
tional private and commercial motor trucks 
registered in the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia in 1963. This total base was derived 
by applying the expansion factor for the sample 
truck by the number of miles the truck was 
driven during the 12-month period. Since the 
purpose of deriving this unit of measurement 
was to distribute major items rather than to 
present a quotable universe figure, the trucks 
of owners who failed to report annual vehicle 
miles were not included in the total. Therefore, 
the tables based on “annual vehicle miles” may 
contain a small and undefinable bias.

Vehicle type—Two vehicle types are differen- 
tiated by the survey—single-unit trucks and 
combinations. The latter includes trucks or 
truck tractors with a trailing unit.

Year model—The year model of the vehicle was 
designated by manufacturer and included on 
the State motor registration record. In prepar- 
ing the questionnaire for mailing, the year 
model (as well as make, weight, and license 
number) was posted in item 1. The respondent 
was requested to make corrections, where nec- 
essary.

Length or capacity—Length or capacity is de- 
fined in terms of load space or load capacity of 
the motor truck. Load space is shown for 
pickup; platform; panel, walk-in; vans (open, 
closed, or furniture); and refrigerated motor 
trucks, while capacity is shown for dump and 
tank trucks.

Size class—The size classification was devel- 
oped on the basis of structural characteristics 
of trucks. Such a basis was required because 
gross vehicle weight (GVW) is not uniformly 
available in State registration records. The lack 
of uniformity created a need to develop a classi- 
fication system that would function independ- 
ently of GVW, or other units of registered 
weight, such as unladen weight and rated ca- 
pacity.

The classification system was developed 
by matching the GVW class (in States which 
recorded GVW) against clusters of structural 
characteristics. The object of this cross- 
classification was to isolate the characteristics 
associated, to a significant extent, with one of 
four GVW groupings: Light (10,000 pounds or 
less), medium (10,001 to 19,500 pounds) 
light-heavy (19,501 to 26,000 pounds), and 
heavy-heavy (26,001 pounds or more).

The first step in developing the classifica- 
tion was to isolate the trucks which could not 
be placed into a specific size class. These 
trucks consisted of the following body types: 
Low-bed depressed center, winch or crane, 
wrecker, pole or logging, auto transport, and 
trucks not classified by body type. These trucks 
were labeled “miscellaneous" and included as 
a fifth category in the size classification.

The second step in developing the classifi- 
cation system based on structural characteris- 
tics was to allocate all combinations and three- 
axle single-unit trucks to the heavy-heavy size 
class, irrespective of other characteristics. The 
classification for single-unit two-axle trucks is 
based on the body type and length or capacity 
of load space, as indicated in the following 
summary:

Body type and length or capacity 
of single-unit two-axle trucks Size class

Pickup trucks__________________________ Light
Cement mixers________________________  Heavy-heavy

Panel: 
Under 9.9 feet_________________ Light
10 to 12.9 feet_____________________ Medium
13 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy

Multistop: 
Under 12.9 feet________________ Light
13 to 15.9 feet_____________________ Medium
16 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy

Platform: 
Under 9.9 feet_________________ Light
10 to 12.9 feet_____________________ Medium
13 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy

Cattle rack: 
Under 9.9 feet_________________ Light
10 to 12.9 feet_____________________ Medium
13 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy
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Body type and length or capacity 
of single-unit two-axle trucks Size class

Open van:
Under 7 feet_______________________ Light
7 to 12.9 feet______________________ Medium
13 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy

Furniture van:
Under 9.9 feet_____________________ Light
10 to 19.9 feet_____________________ Medium
20 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy

Closed-top van:
Under 7 feet_______________________ Light
7 to 12.9 feet______________________ Medium
13 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy-

Refrigerated van:
Under 7 feet_______________________ Light
7 to 12.9 feet______________________ Medium
13 feet or over_____________________ Light-heavy

Dump:
Under 10 cubic yards_______________ Light-heavy
10 cubic yards or over______________ Heavy-heavy

Tank:
Under 2,000 gallons________________ Medium
2,000 to 2,999 gallons______________  Light-heavy
3,000 gallons or over_______________ Heavy-heavy

Major use—Major uses are classified into nine 
categories as follows:

Agriculture which includes own farming, 
ranching, or other agricultural activities 
such as hauling own livestock, produce, 
and farm equipment or occasional hauling 
for other people.
Personal which includes using the truck 
in place of an automobile for commuting 
from home to work, doing odd jobs around 
home or the summer place, and for rec- 
reational activities such as fishing, hunt- 
ing, and the like.
For hire which includes trucking service 
known as drayage, local cartage, house- 
hold goods movers, common or contract 
motor carriers, commercial motor car- 
riers, “owner operators” under lease or 
contract, trucks leased on a long-term 
basis to a for-hire carrier, and the like.
Contract construction which includes 
trucks used in own building or contract 
construction business. Also includes vehi- 
cles leased on a long-term basis (30 days 
or more) to a person using the truck for 
construction purposes.
Manufacturing which includes trucks used 
in own manufacturing business or leased 
on a long-term basis to a manufacturer.

Wholesale and retail which includes trucks 
used in own wholesale or retail business 

and those leased on a long-term basis to 
persons engaged in such businesses.

Services which includes trucks used in 
own service business or leased on a long- 
term basis to a person engaged in a 
service business.

Other businesses which includes trucks 
used in own business, not described 
above, or leased on a long-term basis to 
a person using it for a business other than 
any of the specific categories described. 
Also includes trucks reported as being 
used for business or long-term lease for 
which no information was provided on the 
nature of the business.

Other uses which includes uses not classi- 
fiable in the categories described above 
or use that was not reported.

Area of operation—The area in which the truck 
is usually operated is classified into one of 
three categories, as follows:

Local which includes the area in or around 
the city or suburbs or within a short dis- 
tance from the place where the vehicle is 
based or located.

Intermediate which extends beyond the 
local area, but usually not more than 200 
miles, one way, from the place where the 
vehicle is based or located.

Long-distance which includes trips that 
are usually more than 200 miles, one way, 
from the place where the vehicle is based 
or located.

Annual truck miles—This category consists of 
the total number of miles the truck was driven 
during the past 12-month period. When the 
actual figures were not available or the vehicle 
had less than 1 year’s use by the current 
owner, the respondent was requested to esti- 
mate the probable miles for a full year.

Driver man-hours—This category consists of 
the total man-hours usually spent per week by 
drivers of motor trucks. It includes both driv- 
ing and riding time of relief and part-time 
drivers. If the driver helped to load or unload 
the vehicle or was otherwise on duty, his time 
is included. The time of nondriver employees 
was excluded.

Maintenance of truck—Maintenance of the 
truck, in terms of major repairs, is classified 
into four categories: Own repair shop, truck 
dealer or factory branch, independent garage, 
and other. The “other” category also includes 
maintenance not reported.
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Truck fleets—The size of the truck fleet is 
based on the total number of owned power units 
operated out of the home base of the vehicle. 
This definition was used to obtain data on fleets 
as operational units. Significantly different re- 
sults would have been obtained had the fleet 
size been based on total number of trucks 
owned, irrespective of the physical location of 
the vehicles. For example, assume that one 
company owns 100 trucks, of which 20 are 
operated out of headquarters, 15 are assigned 
to one of the company’s manufacturing plants, 
40 are operated out of another plant, and the 
remaining 25 are assigned to a pool operated 
from the warehouse. As defined in this survey, 
four fleet sizes would be involved—20, 15, 25, 
and 40 vehicles—in contrast to one fleet size 

of 100 vehicles, on an ownership basis. If the 
respondent did not answer the question on 
truck fleet, it was assumed that the vehicle 
was not associated with a fleet and was there- 
fore classified in “fleets of 1”.

Type of fuel—The survey differentiated two 
types of fuel—gasoline and diesel. A small 
number of respondents also reported using pro- 
pane and butane fuel; these fuels were included 
in the “fuel not reported" category.

Period of operation—Inquiries on period of op- 
eration were made with regard to the number of 
days a week or the season of the year that the 
vehicle was operated.
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Appendix B

CENSUS REPORT FORMS

Although each respondent received only one 
census report form, it was necessary to develop 
six variations of the questionnaire to reflect 
three inventory dates and two different licens- 
ing procedures. The licensing procedures 
which differed among States related to the dis- 
position of the license plate when the vehicle 
was sold. In about half the States the license 
plate stayed with the original owner to be used 
on another vehicle or not used at all. In the 
other States, the plates remained with the vehi- 
cle when it was sold.

The six variations of the questionnaire 
used in the survey are the following:

TC-200-1—for April 1 inventory date 
and license plate that re- 
mained with the original 
owner

TC-200-2—for July 1 inventory date and 
license plate that remained 
with the original owner

TC-200-3—for October 1 inventory date 
and license plate that re- 

mained with the original 
owner

TC-200-4—for April 1 inventory date 
and license plate that re- 
mained with the vehicle

TC-200-5—for July 1 inventory date and 
and license plate that re- 
mained with the vehicle

TC-200-6—for October 1 inventory date 
and license plate that re- 
mained with the vehicle.

The items appearing on the questionnaire 
are the same for each variation. The only dif- 
ferences relate to the information in the “Gen- 
eral Instructions” block on the first page, top 
left part of the form, and the inventory date in 
item 20 on page 3. The “General Instructions” 
indicates the inventory date and explains that 
the form is to be filled in completely if, on the 
inventory date, the vehicle was owned by or 
registered to the person, regardless of the dis- 
position of license plates if the truck had been 
sold since that date.

A facsimile of the TC-200 questionnaire is 
presented on the following pages.
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20233

Form TC-202a

Dear Sir:

The Bureau of the Census is collecting information about the use of 
motor vehicles as part of the 1963 Census of Transportation. The 
principal objective is to obtain data on the number of vehicles in the 
Nation, classified by physical characteristics, use, area of operation 
and other related aspects.

Because there are about 12 million registered trucks in the United States 
it has been necessary to limit this survey to a small scientifically 
selected sample of such vehicles. While you may receive more than one 
form if you own several trucks, it is unlikely that you will be asked to 
supply information for more than a small fraction of such vehicles.
Please answer all questions on each form you receive.

Please complete the enclosed form, TC-200, TRUCK INVENTORY AND USE SURVEY, 
for the vehicle described in Item 1 of the form even though you may have 
sold, traded or otherwise disposed of it. Correct any errors in name 
and address or the vehicle description. If the license plates were not 
on or assigned to a vehicle on the date shown in the "Instruction" section 
of the form, write "License Not in Use" across the front of the form, sign 
Item 21, and return the form without answering other questions.

Response to this inquiry is required by Act of Congress (Title 13, U.S. 
Code). The report you submit to the Census Bureau is confidential and 
may be seen only by sworn Census employees. It may not be used for pur­
poses of taxation, investigation, or regulation. The information provided 
by you will be used solely for statistical purposes and will be released 
only in tabulated form that does not reveal the operations of any 
individual or company.

Please complete and return the report within 20 days. A return envelope, 
which requires no postage, is enclosed for this purpose.

Sincerely yours,

Richard M. Scammon
Director
Bureau of the Census

Enclosures

If you have any questions regarding 
the report, address your inquiry to:

Bureau of the Census 
TRANS-EOD
Washington, D.C., 20233

In any correspondence relating to your questionnaire, please include 
the State and license number of the vehicle
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Budget Bureau No. 41-6262.1; Approval Expires June 30, 1964

CONFIDENTIAL - Response to this inquiry is required by Act of Congress (13 U.S.C.). The report you submit to the Census 
Bureau is confidential and may be seen only by sworn Census employees. It may not be used for purposes of taxation, inves­
tigation, or regulation. Copies retained in your files are also immune from legal process.

—

FORM TC-200-2 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(1-24-63) BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

1963 CENSUS OF TRANSPORTATION
TRUCK INVENTORY AND USE SURVEY

Return to Washington, D. C. not later than

TWENTY DAYS AFTER RECEIPT

(Please correct if name or address has changed)

(PLEASE RETURN THIS COPY)

In correspondence pertaining to this report, please include 
State and License number.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

COMPLETE All sections of this report if the license 
plates were on or assigned to a vehicle on July 1, 1963.

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION and the information in the 
address box were obtained from the State Motor Vehicle 
Registration records. Please correct any errors in the 
vehicle identification or changes in name or address. If 
on July 1, 1963, the license plates were on a vehicle 
other than the one described, give the correct vehicle 
description.

If the license plates were not on or assigned to a vehicle, 
make this notation across the front of the form, sign in 
Item 21, and return it without further completion.

Return the form to the Bureau of the Census, Wash­
ington 25, D. C., in the enclosed envelope which 
requires no postage.

1. VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION
Make Year model

Registered weight or capacity State License No.

If the make, year model, or weight of the vehicle is not shown above, 
please fill in the blank for the missing item.

2. TYPE OF VEHICLE ("X" ONE box)

1 □ Truck 2 □ Truck-tractor

3 □ Truck-tractor and semi-trailer 
registered as a unit

4 □ Other (Describe) ------------------------------------------------------------------

3. TYPE OF FUEL ("X" ONE box) 

1 □ Gasoline 2 □ Diesel

3 □ Other (Describe)______  

4. NUMBER OF AXLES ON THE POWER UNIT (Truck or truck-traclor) ("X" ONE box in a, b, and c 
(Do not include trailer. Report tandem axles as two axles.)

a. Total number of axles 
("X" ONE box) 

1 □ Two axles          2□ Truck Tractor

3 □ Three axles  
4 □ Four axles 

       (Also complete b)

b. Number of driving axles (powered) on 
front ("X" ONE box)

1 □ None 
2 □ One axle (Also complete c)

3 □ Two axles

c. Number of driving axles (powered) on 
rear ("X" ONE box)

1 □ One axle

2 □ Two axles
—

5. UNLOADED WEIGHT OF THE TRUCK OR TRUCK-TRACTOR

(Unloaded weight of truck or truck-tractor is the empty weight of the vehicle fully equipped for 
service, including fuel, water, accessories and equipment.)..................................................................................................

Pounds

6. NUMBER OF AXLES ON THE TRAILING UNIT(S) (Semi-trailer and full-trailer(s))
(If the vehicle is a truck-tractor (or a straight truck drawing a full trailer) mark a box for the number of axles on the trailing 
unit(s) most frequently used with the power unit.) ("X" ONE box only)

a. Semi-trailer ONLY |b. Full-trailer ONLY C. Semi-and full-trailer, including
 converter dolly

1 □ One axle 4 □ Two axles 7 □ Three axles

2 □ Two axles 5 □ Three axles . 8 □ Four axles

3 □ Three axles  6 □ Four axles or more 9 □ Five axles or more

7. UNLOADED WEIGHT OF THE TRAILING UNIT(S) (Semi-trailer and full-trailer(s))

(Unloaded weight of the trailing unit, is the empty weight of the vehicle fully equipped for service, 
including accessories and equipment.)..........................................................................................................................................................

Pounds
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8. TYPE AND SIZE OF BODY

Mark one box to describe the type of body of the truck 
or combination. If the power unit is a truck-tractor, 
report body type of the combination most frequently 
used with the power unit.

For all types except winch or crane wreckers, polo or log­
ging, or auto transport, also mark a box to classify the 
size of the body. If the vehicle is a tank describe the 
kind of tank.

a. Body type 
("X" ONE box in this column)

b. Body size 
("X" one box in this column to describe Size of body)

01

02

□ Standard panel, sedan delivery, compact van

□ Station wagon length of load space (FufJ

03 □ Pick-up
1 □ Under 7 6 □ 20 to 245

04 □Multi-stop or walk-in

10 □Platform, stake, grain, or other platform type
2 □ 7 to 9.9 7 □ 25 to 29.9

11 □ Cattle rack (hogs, calves, and other livestock)

12 □Open top van
3 □ 10 to 12.9 8 □ 30 to 34.9

20 □Furniture van

21 □ Closed top non-refrigerated van, other than 
furniture van 4 □ 18 to 15.9 9 □ 35 to 39.9

22 □Refrigerated van

30 □ Low-bed
5 □ 16 to 19.9 10 □ 40 and over

31 □ Depressed center

40 □ Winch or crane, other than wrecker

DO NOT SPECIFY BODY SIZE 
FOR THESE FOUR ITEMS

41 □ Wrecker

42 □ Pole or logging

48 □ Auto transport

50 □ Dump.........................................................................................................
Capacity of dump (Water level without side boards) (Cubic yds.)
1 □ Under 5 3 □ 7 to 9.9
2 □ 5 to 6.9 4 □ 10 or over

60 □ Tank................................................................................................................

Kind of tank (Describe, such as dry cargo, general pur­
pose, insulated, refrigerated, stainless steel, glass lined, 
pressure vessel, etc.)

Capacity of tank (Gallons)

I □ Less than 1,000 5 □ 4,000 to 5,999

2 □ 1,000 to 1,999 6  □ 6,000 to 7,999

3 □ 2,000 to 2,999 7  □ 8,000 and over

4 □ 3,000 to 3,999

70 □Cement mixer....................................................................................
Capacity of mixer (Cubic yds.)

1 □ Less than 5 3 □ 6 to 6.9
2 □ 5 to 5.9 4 □ 7 or over

80 □ Other (If the above descriptions do not satisfactorily describe your vehicle, please enter identifying body type 
and size.)
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9. MAJOR USE OF THIS TRUCK OR COMBINATION ("X" the ONE box that best describes your main use of this vehicle during the past 
12 months. If owned less than 12 months, check the major use during the time you owned the vehicle.)

1 □ For your farming, ranching or other agricultural activities - This use includes hauling your livestock, crops or products to 
market; bringing back supplies and equipment; hauling around farm, and perhaps occasional hauling for neighbors 
or Others. (Answer Question 12 next.)

2 □ Personal transportation - This is using the vehicle in place of an automobile to go from home to work; doing odd jobs 
around home or summer place; going fishing or hunting, etc. (Answer Question 12 next.)

3 □ Leased or rented to others without driver--for periods of less than 30 days. (Answer Question 12 next.)

4 □ Leased or rented to others without driver--for periods of 30 days or more. (Answer Question 11 next.)

5 □ State, county, municipal or other governmental operation. (Answer Question 12 next.)

6 □ For-hlre transportation - This use includes trucking services known as drayage, local cartage, household goods 
movers, common or contract motor carriers, commercial motor carriers, “Owner-operators” under lease or 
contract. (Answer Question 10)

7 □ Operated in connection with own business or occupation not specified above. (Answer Question 11 next.)

8 □ Other - If none of the above applies to the use you make of the vehicle, describe the main use of the vehicle here. 
'Answer Question 12 next.)

(Answer this question if the "For-hire transportation" box has been marked in Question 9.)

MC-

10. TYPE OF SERVICE
a. Hauling in - ("X" ONE box) 1 □ One State only 2 □ More than one State

b. Is this service under an Interstate Commerce Commission authorization 
(either granted or pending)? ("X" ONE box)

3 □ No □ Yes (If "Yes," enter the Interstate Commerce Commission Docket 
Number (this number must begin with the letters MC-)

Answer this question if either the 4 box or the 7 box has been marked in Question 9.

11. BUSINESS OR OCCUPATION - (Mark the ONE box below that most nearly describes your business or the business of the 
person to whom you leased the vehicle.)

1 □ Mining or quarrying

2 □ Building or contract construction

3 □ Manufacturing -
(Describe class of industry such as furniture, petroleum, textile, etc.)__________________________________________________________________________

4 □ Wholesale -
(Describe class, such as groceries, machinery, hardware, etc.)__________________________________________________________________________

5 □ Retail - 
(Describe class, such as drugs, apparel, etc.)___________________________________________________________________________________________

6 □ Service -
(Describe class, such as hotels, automobile repairs, laundries, etc.)__________________________________________________________________________

7 □ For-hire carrier - 
(Describe major type(s)of products carried)______________________________________________________________________________________________

8 □ Other (Describe)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. VEHICLE LEASED TO OTHERS

Did you lease this vehicle WITH DRIVER to others any time 
during the past 12 months? ("X" ONE box)

No. of days

1 □ No 2 □ Yes (If "Yes," estimate the total number of days leased) ...............................................

13. VEHICLE MILES Miles

a. Total miles this vehicle was driven during the past 12 months. If book figures are not available, estimate 
the total miles driven or if you have owned the vehicle less than 12 months, estimate the 
probable miles for a full year.......................................................................................................................................................................
b. Total miles this vehicle has been driven since new. If mileage shown on speedometer does not repre- 
sent the life-time miles by this vehicle, estimate the total mileage............................................................................

14. TYPICAL LOADS

On a round trip basis, how does the truck or combination usually move? ("X" ONE box)

1 □ Loaded in one direction, but returns empty 3
(or almost empty) in the other direction

□ Comments (If any)---------------------------------------------------------------------------

2 □ Loaded in both directions
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15. EMPLOYMENT

About how many total DRIVER man-hours ere usually spent per week 
by all persons in operation off this vehicle. Include both driving 
and riding time of relief and part-time drivers. If the driver helps 
load or unload die vehicle or is on duty include his time. Do not in­
clude time of non-driving employees. ("X" ONE box)
1 □ Less than 15 hours 4 □ 41 to 60 hours
2□ 15 to 30 hours 4 □ 61 hours or more
3 □ 31 to 40 hours

16. MAINTENANCE

When ma|or repairs are needed on this vehicle, are they usually 
done by? - ("X" ONE box)

1 □Your own repair 4 □ Other (Describe)
shop

2 □Truck dealer or 
factory branch

3 □Independent garage

17. BASE OF OPERATION
Where is the "home base" for this vehicle?
(Principal place from which this vehicle operates)

18. AREA OF OPERATION

Where Is the vehicle operated? ("X" only ONE box)
1 □ Mostly in the local area (in or around the city and 

suburbs, or within a short distance of farm, factory, 
mine, or “home base” shown in Question 17.)

2 □ Mostly over-the-road (beyond the local area) but 
usually not more than 200 miles one way from the 
"home base" shown in Question 17.

3 □ Mostly over-the-road trips that usually are more than 
200 miles one way from “home base” shown in Ques. 17.

City or town.

County

State

19. PERIOD OF OPERATION

a. What part of the week is vehicle usually used?
("X" ONE box)
1 □ Five-day week (Monday through Friday)
2 □ Six-day week, including Saturday, but not Sunday 
3 □ Six-day week, including Sunday, but not Saturday
4 □ Week-ends only (Saturday or Sunday)
5 □ Seven-day week

b. "X" on. or more boxes to indicate the quarter in which the 
vehicle is used. If the vehicle is used during each quarter, "X" 
only the "all year" box.

1 □ All year
2 □January - February - March
3 □ April - May - June
4 □ July - August - September
5 □ October - November - December

20. NUMBER OF TRUCKS, TRUCK-TRACTORS, AND TRAILERS OPERATED FROM "HOME BASE" AS OF JULY 1, 1963
All previous questions have been about the vehicle described on the front page of this report. This question is about OTHER 
trucks and combinations you may be operating from the HOME BASE shown in Question 17.

Were you operating ANY OTHER trucks, truck-tractors, semi-trailers or full trailers from this home base as of July 1, 1963?
("X" ONE box)

□ No □ YeS (If "Yes,*' please enter below the number of trucks by each body type, the total number of truck-tractors, and the number of
semi-trailers and full trailer. DO NOT INCLUDE THE VEHICLE DESCRIBED ON
PAGE 1.)

TRUCKS
TRUCK-TRACTORS

Total number of truck-tractors owned
30

Type
Number

Owned Leased
Total number of truck-tractors leased

40

Standard panel, sedan 
delivery, compact van, 
station wagon, pick-up, 
multi-stop, walk-in

11 21

SEMI-TRAILERS AND FULL TRAILERS

Type
Number

Owned Leased

Platform, stake, grain, open 
top van or cattle rack

12 22 Platform, stake, grain, 
or open top van

52 62

Closed top non-refrigerated 
or furniture van

13 23 Closed top non-refrigerated 
van

53 63

Refrigerated van
14 24

Refrigerated van
54 64

Tank
15 25

Tank
55 65

Dump
16 26

Dump
56 66

Other trucks
17 27

Other semi-trailers 
or full trailers

57 67

21.

CERTIFICATION

Name and address of person who should be contacted regarding this report Telephone No.

This report is substantially accurate.
Date Title Signature of authorized person
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