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NEW! US.DOT Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

The United States Department of
Transportation (U.S.DOT) released the
U.S.DOT Pedestrian Safety Action

Plan (Action Plan) in November 2020. The
Action Plan relied on feedback received
during and after the U.S.DOT Summit on
Pedestrian Safety in July. You can view the
summary report here, which provides an
overview of what was covered in the Sum-
mit.

Although the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA) has many activities to address
pedestrian safety and mobility, a coordinated
approach across the U.S. DOT modes was
necessaty to successfully plan and launch the
Summit Virtual Series held in July 2020. The
purpose of the virtual summits was to
discuss issues around pedestrian safety and
the initiatives and actions that can improve
the safety of pedestrians.

In preparation for these webinars, a draft list
of current and planned U.S. DOT actions to
enhance pedestrian safety was developed
and shared with participants in advance of
the webinars. The list identified what the
U.S. DOT modes intended to accomplish in
the next 2 years. The actions focused on:

e Developing or updating resources,
tools, and plans.

e New and revised campaigns, programs,
and initiatives.

e  Creating or revising curriculum.

e New research to find better ways to
improve pedestrian safety.

Feedback from participants was solicited
through interactive polling questions, public
chat pods, the website, and email. Over 180

reviewed and compared to the existing
activities FHWA, NHTSA and other U.S.
DOT agencies included in the plan. A
review of these comments revealed several
important themes:

Speed: Do a better job of setting speed
limits; design roadways to encourage
slower speeds; approve laws and regula-
tions including the use of speed camer-
as; and conduct more education on the
dangers of speeding to change the cul-
tural mindset that does not view speed-
ing as a serious problem.

Roadway Design: Support pedestrian
safety through traffic calming, establish
“no cat” or slow zones, conduct
pedestrian safety audits, and implement
Complete Streets policies.

e Technology: Support technology and
new vehicle design, including connected
and autonomous vehicles, that allow
drivers to see pedestrians sooner and
engage emergency braking systems
when necessary.

Funding: Address the lack of funding
that prevents State and local govern-

ments from making needed pedestrian
safety improvements.

The intent of gathering and responding to
input was to ensure the Action Plan is as
comprehensive as possible. U.S.DOT agen-
cy partners will monitor plan progress to
ensure pedestrian safety remains at the fore-
front of public attention. The USDOT
Action Plan includes actions that will be
completed in the near term and those that
will be completed in December 2021 and
beyond.

@

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration

comments were received. Each was


https://highways.dot.gov/sites/fhwa.dot.gov/files/2020-11/FHWA_PedSafety_ActionPlan_Nov2020.pdf
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NEW! Resources on Managing Transportation During Pandemic

The Covid-19 pandemic changed a lot of
things in 2020. Businesses, schools,
organizations, and government agencies
either shut down, changed their way of
doing business, or saw the vast majority of
employees working from home. The
quarantine also changed transportation
quite a bit. The heavy traffic caused by
rush hour all but stopped and an increase
in people, walking, biking and utilizing
micromobility resources started, since
going outdoors for exercise was deemed
acceptable by most governments and
health organizations. There are many re-
sources now available in support of this
trend.

The FHWA Office of Planning, Environ-
ment, and Realty recently released three

new micromobility resources. The Micro-
mobility Fact Sheet defines micromobility

from the FHWA perspective, discusses
several micromobility topic areas, high-
lights success stories and coordination

FHW.A Develops Virtual
Pedestrian Safety Booth

The Covid-19 pandemic forced organiza-
tions and people to re-think how they do
business and how they might still get their
messages across despite the worldwide
pandemic that threatened to derail things.
One way the FHWA Safety Office re-
sponded to this challenge was to create a
Virtual Pedestrian Safety Booth. Alt-
hough the booth was created to support
the U.S.DOT Virtual Summit on Pedes-
trian Safety mentioned on page 1, it has
also been used at other virtual trade
shows and conferences. To walk through
the virtual booth and see what the
FHWA Safety Office has to offer, please
visit the site.

efforts, and provides a list of additional
resources. The FHWA Micromobility
Activities and U.S. DOT Micromobility
Activities handouts provide information

on recent and ongoing micromobility re-
search and coordination activities at
FHWA and across U.S. DOT. The activi-
ties handouts will be updated periodically
to reflect current information.

113

Understanding and Tackling Micromobil-
ity: Transportation's New Disruptor,” is a

new report from the Governors Highway
Safety Association (GHSA) funded by
State Farm® that examines the rise in pet-
sonal transportation device (PTD) use, the
challenges posed by this mode of travel
and efforts by states and localities to
address safety concerns. With shared
micromobility systems in 47 states and
Washington, D.C., PTD use is expected to
continue to grow over the next decade as
people without the means, ability or desire
to own a motor vehicle seek other forms
of transportation. In addition, these devic-
es give those dependent on mass transit a
social distancing option during the

pandemic.

The focus on the intersection between
transportation and public health is increas-
ingly sharper as communities plan for
recovery and reshaping during and post
COVID-19. Emerging research to better
align the two topics offers not only an
expanded perspective of their interrelated-
ness, but also opportunities to address
health issues through the lens of transpor-

tation. A Research Roadmap for

Tansportation and Public Health (National
Cooperative Highway Research Program

(NCHRP) Research Report 932) synthe-
sizes existing research and proposes a plan
to fund further exploration of this
junction.


https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/fact_sheets/mm_fact_sheet.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/fact_sheets/mm_fact_sheet.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/resources/mm_fhwa_activities.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/resources/mm_fhwa_activities.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/resources/mm_dot_activities.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/resources/mm_dot_activities.cfm
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/GHSA_MicromobilityReport_Final_1.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/GHSA_MicromobilityReport_Final_1.pdf
http://pedbikeinfo.org/resources/resources_details.cfm?id=5213
http://pedbikeinfo.org/resources/resources_details.cfm?id=5213
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/pedestrian_safety_virtual_booth/FHWA-SA-20-054.pdf
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Free Assistance Still Available for Bikeway Selection Guide

FHWA released its Bikeway Selection Guide
two years ago. This resource helps

transportation practitioners consider
trade-offs and make decisions to acceler-
ate the delivery of high-quality bicycle
networks. FHWA will continue to offer
free technical assistance and workshops
on the guide through April 2021.
FHWA is hosting free virtual (3 hour)
workshops for public agencies in early
2021. Workshops are being scheduled
first-come, first-serve for February and
March 2021. Please contact Tamara Red-
mon or Lauren Blackburn if your agency

is interested in hosting a Bikeway Selec-
tion Guide workshop.

FHWA is also in the process of complet-
ing supplemental resources to comple-
ment the Bikeway Selection Guide. The
first of these is focused on on-street mo-
tor vehicle Parking and the bikeway
selection process. This resource is in-
tended to inform discussions about on-
street parking and bikeway selection. It
begins with a discussion of on-street

parking and bikeway types, with associat-
ed dimensional requirements and trade-
off considerations. It then presents
several strategies involving choices
specifically relating to the overlap
between general purpose on-street park-
ing and passenger or commercial loading
activities, design details, and bikeway
selection.

The other resource is focused on traffic
analysis and intersection considerations
to inform bikeway selection. It is intend-
ed to inform trade-off decisions associat-
ed with bikeway selection at intersec-
tions. It discusses common performance
metrics, spatial needs of bikeways at
intersections, safety and equity focused
design principles, and operational traffic
analysis trade-offs and assumptions.

Both resources will be available by March
1,2021. Check the FHWA Pedestrian
and Bicycle Safety website for status.

The Role of Law Enforcement in Supporting Pedestrian and Bicyclist
Safety: An Idea Book.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) recently
published The Role of Law Enforcement

In Supporting Pedestrian and Bicyclist
Safety: An Idea Book.

This “idea book™ provides ideas and
suggestions based on shared evidence
around effective roles that law
enforcement personnel can take in
pedestrian and bicyclist safety
programs and practices. It also serves
as a framework for integrating a pe-
destrian and bicyclist safety program
with law enforcement agencies by fo-

cusing on training, crash data report-
ing, identifying goals with partners,
collaborating with traffic engineers,
engaging the community, and measur-
ing programs and plans. It can help
States, local communities, law
enforcement, and political support
enforcement in addressing pedestrian
safety. Research studies show that
law enforcement efforts are effective
when properly implemented to affect
the reduction of traffic related fatali-
ties.

Photographer: Lanra Sandy,
www.pedbikeimages.org



https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasa18077.pdf
mailto:tamara.redmon@dot.gov
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http://www.pedbikeimages.org/
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/49827
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NEW! Updated Pedestrian and Bicycle Road Safety Audit Guidelines
and Prompt Lists

FHWA just completed an update of the
Pedestrian Road Safety Audit Guidelines and
Prompt Lists (developed in 2007) and Bigycle
Road Safety Andit Guidelines and Prompt Lists
(developed in 2012), and combined them
into one document. Road safety audits
(RSAs) are valuable tools that can be used
by transportation agencies to formally
evaluate roadway conditions and better
understand factors influencing road user
safety and comfort. Performing audits of
field conditions can provide real-world
perspectives and valuable contextual infor-
mation to those charged with developing
and implementing safety countermeasures
for vulnerable road users. RSAs can be
used in any phase of project development
from planning and preliminary engineering,
design and construction.

The prompt lists were updated, consolidat-
ed, and simplified to meet the needs of
agencies planning and conducting these
audits. In addition the following changes
were made:

e  Micromobility and other
new/emerging road users were incot-
porated into the guide.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities

The FHWA updated its table Pedestrian
and Bicycle Funding Opportunities / U.S.
Department of Transportation Transit,
Highway, and Safety Funds to account for
the Fixing America’s Surface Transporta-
tion (FAST) Act and provide more project
examples. The updated table is available in
HTML and PDF formats, and is linked
from FHWA FAST Act webpage at
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/guidanc
e.cfm. The table indicates potential eligibil-

ity for pedestrian and bicycle projects,
notes basic program requirements, and
links to program guidance. Project spon-
sors should fully integrate non-motorized

e Expanded discussion about pedestrian
and bicyclist safety risk factors, which
help provide background to audit
teams regarding what to look for in the
field, was included.

More sample and template materials to

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLIST
ROAD SAFETY AUDIT (RSA) GUIDE
AND PROMPT LIST

be used for planning and conducting
the audits included (e.g. sample agen-
das, diagrams, etc.).

More emphasis on accessibility, univer-
sal design, and the need to accommo-
date users with specific mobility needs
was provided.

e A review of technologies that can aid
data collection and support remote
RSAs was incorporated.

FHWA held a recorded webinar on Janu-
ary 6 to introduce the new guide, and pan-
elists shared new guidance from the updat-
ed document demonstrating how this new
resource can be used to plan and conduct
RSAs. Representatives from Caltrans and
the City of Albuquerque also shared their
experiences using RSAs. The recording
can be viewed here.

accommodation into surface transportation
projects. Section 1404 of the Fixing Ameri-
ca's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act
modified 23 U.S.C. 109 to require federal-
ly-funded projects on the National High-
way System to consider access for other
modes of transportation, and provides
greater design flexibility to do so.

If you have specific eligibility questions,
please work with your FHWA Division

Photographer: Dan Burden
www.pedbikeiniages.org

office.

For more information about the table and
overall general eligibility questions, please

contact Christopher Douwes.
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https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasa20042.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/webinars/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/guidance.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/guidance.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/about/field.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/about/field.cfm
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Federal Highway Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenne SE

Room E71-303

Washington, DC 20590

Phone: 202-366-4077
Fax: 202-366-3222
E-mail: tamara.redmon@dot. gov

‘This Pedestrian and Bike Forum is available on the Web
at http://safety.thwa.dot.gov/ped bike/pedforum

To receive information on future newsletters, please
use the e-subscription service provided on this site:
http: //safety.fhwa.dot.gov/esubscribe.cfm. Scroll
down to “Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety” and select
“subscribe” next to “Pedestrian Forum.”
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Helping Communities to provide safe and con-
venient transportation choices to all citizens,
whether it’s by walking, bicycling, transit, or
driving is a high priority of the U.S. Department
of Transportation. Each year, unfortunately,
pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities comprise
about 17 percent of all traffic fatalities and there
are approximately 6,000 pedestrian and bicyclist
deaths. Another 115,000 pedestrians and bicy-
clists are injured in roadway crashes annually.
Pedestrian and bicyclist safety improvements
depend on an integrated approach that involves
the four E’s: Engineering, Enforcement, Educa-
tion, and Emergency Services. The Pedestrian
and Bicyclist Forum highlights recent pedestri-
an and bike safety activities related to the four
E’s that will help save lives.

Pedestrian Safety Month

NHTSA and FHWA celebrated the first
annual National Pedestrian Safety
Month in October 2020 to address
pedestrian safety issues and solutions.

For example:

“With this designation of October as °
Pedestrian Safety Month, the Depart-

ment is affirming its commitment to
working closely with our state and local
partners to make our roads safer for
pedestrians,” said U.S. Transportation
Secretary Elaine L. Chao.

NHTSA and FHWA hosted a webinar
highlighting high-risk behaviors related
to pedestrian injuries and fatalities.
NHTSA released pedestrian safety
resources and informational materials
online to support local coordination
efforts and encourage bystander care in
the event of pedestrian crashes. The
website includes other resources such as
a pedestrian safety toolkit for Hispanic
audiences and car seat safety toolkit.

An article in the AASHTO Journal

highlighted some of the measures
that State DOI’s called attention to
during Pedestrian Safety Month.

The California Department of
Transportation (DOT) promot-
ed a pedestrian safety “toolbox”
that utilizes 47 countermeas-
ures, as well as well as funding
provided for projects and pro-

grams aimed at increasing pedes-
trian safety.

e The Utah DOT, North Carolina
DOT and Oregon DOT promot-
ed various outreach programs
aimed at promoting different
aspects of pedestrian safety, such
as visibility. North Carolina
DOT provided materials in both
English and Spanish.

EVERYONE

PEDESTR
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