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16.  Abstract 

Home gardeners’ concerns for the environment are expressed both in the ecofriendly gardening practices they use and in 
environmental attributes they prefer in the gardening products they purchase. This study uses data from a 2018 survey of 601 
Tennessee outdoor home gardeners and a multiple indicators multiple causes (MIMIC) model to illustrate how outdoor home 
gardener demographics, expenditures, information use, and attitudes influence use of ecofriendly gardening practices and 
preferences for environmental attributes in home gardening supplies. Practices considered include planting pollinator plants, using 
rainwater collectors, composting, recycling gardening supplies packaging, using organic gardening methods, and use of 
soil testing. Gardening supply product attributes include decreased need for fertilizer, pesticides, and water; native plant species; 
organically produced products; and recyclable packaging. The most widely used practice is recycling gardening supplies 
packaging, and the least used is soil testing. Gardeners with a greater propensity to use the six gardening practices include male, 
college graduates, who spend relatively more of their income on gardening supplies, and consider themselves as being 
knowledgeable about environmental issues. The gardening supply product attribute most widely considered as important is 
decreased need for pesticides, and least widely considered as important are native species and organically produced. Gardeners 
more likely to prefer the six gardening supply product attributes include older gardeners, who seek other gardeners for information, 
and who perceived themselves as being knowledgeable about the environment. This same group likes to grow their own food and 
feels responsibility for protecting the environment for future generations. 
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