FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY -
FLIGHT STANDARDS SERVICE
Washington 25, D. C.

December 22, 1961

CLVIL AIR REGULATIONS DRAFT RELEASE NO, 61« 28

| SUBJECT: Designated Mountainous areaé'

The Flight Standards Service of the Federal Aviation Agency has
under consideration amendments to Part 610 of the Regulations of the
Administrator to revise designated mountainous areas applicable to
establisiment of minimum en route instrument altitudes. The reasons
therefor are set forth in the explanatory statement of the attached
proposal which is being published in the Federal Register as a
notice of proposed rule making.

The Flight Standards Service desires that all persons who will
be affected by the requirements of this proposal be fully informed
as to its effect upon them and is therefere circulating coples in
ordexr to afferd interested persons ample opportunity to submit
comments as they may desire.

Because of the large number of comments which we anticipate
recelving in response to this draft reiease, we will be unable to
acknowledge receipt of each reply, However, you may be assured
that all comments will be glven careful consideration.

It should be noted that comments must be submitted in duplicate
to the Docket Section of the Federal Aviation Agency, and in order
to insure consideration must be received on or before February 19, 1962,

). O

Director
Flight Standards Service




FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY
FLIGHT STANDARDS SERVICE

[14 CFR 610]
[Regulatory Docket No. 1014; Drafi Release No. 61-28]

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING

Subpart D—Designated Mountainous Areas

I'ursuant to the authority delegated to me by the
Administrator (14 CFR 405.27), notice is hereby given
that the Federal Aviation Agency is considering an
amendment to Sections 610.3 and 610.8 of the Regu-
lations of the Administrator, as hereinafter set forth.

[uterested persens may participate in the making of
the proposed rules hy submitting such written data,
views, or arguments ws ey may desire. Communica-
tlons should bo submitted In duplicate to the Docket
Section of the Federal Avistion Agency, Room (226,
1711 New York Avenue, NNW., Wachington 25, D.C. All
commuitications received on or befuore Fehruary 18,
1962, will be considered by the Administrator before
taking action upon the propesed rules. The proposals
contained in this notice may be chunged In the light
of comments recsivad.  All comments submitted swill
be available in the Dockel ectlon for examination by
interested persons when the prescribed date for retorn
of comments has expired.

The official docket will be available for examination
by interested persons at the Docket Sectlon, Federal
Aviation Agency, Rootn (U-226, 1711 New York Avenne,
N.W,, Washington 25, 1.0,

Iinder Part 610, certain areas of the United SBtates
have been designated by the Administrator as moun-
tainous areas. In these areas, it is necessary to estab-
lish, with appropriate exceptions, minimum IFR al-
titudes at 2000 Leet nbove the highest obstacles on
the @irway or off-airway route because of the accom-
panying wenther phenomenda, pressure differentials,
and disturbed sir ilow attending the passage of strong
winds over the nonntains.  Since these conditions exist
in the mountainous areas of the Aleutian Group of the
State of Alaska and the State of Hawaiibt is deemed
advisable to designate these areas as “Mountainous
Areas.”  Accordingly, it Is proposed to delete
(610.8(c) (2)(v) which excepts the Aleutlan Group
from that portion of Alaska proscnilly deslgnoted asz
“Mountainous Area."” It is alse proposed to except
from the designated Mountainous Area of Alaska a
small coastal area in northern Alaska where mountain-
olt4 terrain does not exist.

Clonsideration is also being given to including the
Commonwealih of Puerto Rico as a designated “Moun-
tainous Ared.” A considerable portion of Puerte Riro
is mountainous terrain and would generally be con-
sidered to quallfly for such designation although very
little weather in the area would be accompanied by
icing, turbulence or atmospheric eddies, vortices, and
waves that would produce pressure differentials that
would be hazardeus to Hight vperations,

This proposal also containg an exception to the cri-
teria used in the establishment of minimuym en route
altitudes to permit the designation of specific routes at
altitudes less than 2,000 feetl for the mountainous areas
in Puerto Rico and Hawail,

The proposed changes in designated mountainous
terrain are depicted on the maps accompanying this
proposnid.

In consideration of the foregoing, it is proposed that
Part 610 of the Regulations of the Administrator (14
CFR 610) be ammended as follows:

1. By amending the introductory paragraph of
(610.3(h) (2} (i) torcad as follows:

11y Hreeptions.  Alritudes nmay be established pro-
viding only 1,204 feet obstiuction clearance in the des-
lenared mountaincis areas of the Bastern United
Ntates and the Comnonwealth of Puerto Rico, and
1.600 feet ohxtruction elenrancee in the dezignated
mountainous areas of the western Tuited States and
the States of Alaska and Hawaii: Providel, Thai con-
sideratioh will he given to the following items hefore
altitudes providing less than 2000 feet obstruetion
clezranee in these areas are estihlished:

2, By amending §6108(c1(2)(v) to read as fol-
lows: {v) Beginning at a point where latitude
69°30° intersects the northwest coast of Alaska
and eastward along the 69°30° parallel to the
150" Meridian, thence northward along the 150°
Meridian to 60°5Y north latitude, thence east-
wiard along the 60°5(0 parallel to a point where
302507 intersects 1he northeast coastline of Alaska,



http://Hawaii.it

3. Br substituting the accompanying map of moun-
talnous terrain, Alaska, for the present map of
mountainons terrain, Alaska, following § 610.8.

This amendment is proppsed under Section 313(a),
307{¢), and 601 of the Federal Aviation Act of 1858,
(72 Star. 82, T, TiE, 40 U.RC 13541a), 1348(¢),
4. By amending § 610.8 by adding new paragraphs 1421.)

td) and {e) to read as follows:

610.8 MOUNTAINOUR AREAR * * ¢

L]
(d) HAWADL® «, W
All of the State of Hawaii. /&W

e} FUERTD RHIO S

Director,
All of the Commonwenlth of Puerto Rico.

Flight Standards Service,

1 See map of mountainons terrain, Hawai.
3 See map of mountzinons terrain, Poerto Rico.

Tssuerl in Washington, D (., on December 22, 1961

Attachment
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