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CLEARANCE FROVATR TRAFFI{‘ CONTROL FOR ¥FR FLIGHTS WITHIN
CONTROL ZONES "HED THE CEITNG IS LESS THAN 1,000 FEET

“'Boction 6O 200 of the Clv11 er Fegulatlons presently prov1des that
under Visual Flight Fules aircraft flown within control ‘zones must keep
500 fect vertieally and 2,000 feet horizentally from any cloud formation
unless otherwise authorlzed by air traffic control.. = Section 60 07 {c)
provides that an altitude of 500 feet must be ma'intained except over open
water, sparsely populated areas, or when necegsary for taklng'aff and. .
landing. Section 60,201 permlts VFR flight within 2 control zone WthOdt
air traffic control clearance when visibility is at least three miles.

Under these regulations it is possible for aireraft to enter a
control zone and the traffic pattern of controlled airports without prior
authorization from air'trzffic control when approaching, for example,
cver water or sparsely petulatod areas under a ceiling of 600 or 700
feet while at the same time othar aireraft, operating under Instrument
Flight Tules, are lstting down on 1nstruments Such practices often
result in requirlng aireraft operating under IFR rules to hold fer unduly
--keng--periods.- in the "gtaek"™ and also_have_often'cqgated~a‘gnii;sipnrhézard.

The purpose of this regulation is to amend 2 5 BD,200 to provlde that
when the ceiling is less than 1,000 feet all aireraft being flowm in
control zones under Visual Flight Rules shall be required to obtain a
clearance from air traffic control. It does not apply to airports or
landing areas oulside control zeones.

Interested parsons Nave been afforded an opportunity to participate
in the making of this amendment, and due consideration has been given to
all relevant matter prescented.

In consideration of the foregeing, the Civil Aeronzuties Board hereby |
amends Part 60 of the Civil Air Regulations {14 CFR, Part 860) effective
april 1, 1948:

1. By amending S 60.200 to read as follows:

80,200 Ceiling and distanes from clouds. Airecraft shall comply
with the following reguirements as te celling and distance from c¢louds:

{a) ™ithin conirol zeneg, IMnless authorized bv air traffie
contrel, aircraft shall not be flown when the ceiling is less than 1,000
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" feet, or less thaer 500 feet vertically and 2,00C feet horizontally frem
any cloud fermation,

(v} Elsewhere, Vhen at an altitude of mere than 700 feet
above the surface azircraft shall not be flown less than 500 feet vertically
and 2,000 feet rorizontally from any cloud formation; when at an altitude
¢t 70C feei or lesz sireraft shall not be flown unless clear cf clouds.

2. By dsleting the "Chart of VFR visibility and distance-from-
2louds minipurs,! '

3. By deleting the "Chari of cruising altitudes outside of control
irezs and 2crircl zcnes." .

(3ecs. 205 (a), 603, 52 Stat. 98, 10C7; L9 U.5.C. 425 (a), 551)

By the Civil seronautics Board:
-y L., €, Lulligan
M. 0. dulligan
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