
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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• * C i v i l A i r Regulations Amendment. 60—1 
E f f e c t i v e : A p r i l 1, 1948 

•: ,- .... 'id opted: January 27, 1948 

'' " ; ' CLEARANCE FRO-' AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL FOR VFR .FLIGHTS ViTITrilN 
CONTROL ZONES AH EN TIE CEHING IS LESS THAN 1,000 FEET ' .: 

""Section 60.200 of the C i v i l Air Regulations p r e s e n t l y provides t h a t 
under Visual F l i g h t Rules a i r c r a f t f l o w n -within control'zones must keep 
5 0 0 f e e t v e r t i c a l l y and 2,000 f e e t h o r i z o n t a l l y from any cloud formation 
unless otherwise, authorized by a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l . , Section,.6.0.1*07, (c) 
provides t h a t an a l t i t u d e of 500 f e e t must be maintained except over open 
water, sparsely populated areas, or when necessary f o r t a k i n g o f f and 
la n d i n g . Section 60,201 permits' VFR f l i g h t * w i t h i n a c o n t r o l zone w i t h o u t 
a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l clearance when v i s i b i l i t y i s a t l e a s t t h r ee miles. 

Under these r e g u l a t i o n s i t i s possible f o r a i r c r a f t t o enter a 
c o n t r o l zone and, the t r a f f i c p a t t e r n of c o n t r o l l e d a i r p o r t s w i t h o u t p r i o r 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n from a i r ' t r a f f i c c o n t r o l when approaching, f o r example, 
over water or sparsely populated areas under a c e i l i n g of 600 or 700 
f e e t while a t the same' time othsr a i r c r a f t , o perating under Instrument ;. . 
F l i g h t Rules, are l e t t i n g down on instruments. Such p r a c t i c e s o f t e n , 
r e s u l t i n r e q u i r i n g a i r c r a f t operating under IFR r u l e s t o h o l d f o r unduly 
Alertg -periods i n the "stack" and also have often- created'a c o l l i s i o n hazard. 

The purpose of t h i s r e g u l a t i o n i s t o amend § 60.200 t o provide t h a t 
when the c e i l i n g i s l e s s than 1,000 feet' a l l a i r c r a f t being flown i n 
c o n t r o l zones under Visual F l i g h t Rules s h a l l be r e q u i r e d t o obtain a 
clearance from a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l . I t does not apply t o a i r p o r t s or 
la n d i n g areas outside c o n t r o l zones. 

I n t e r e s t e d persons have been a f f o r d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n the making of t h i s amendment, and due co n s i d e r a t i o n has been given t o 
a l l r e l e v a n t matter presented. 

I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the foregoing, the C i v i l Aeronautics Board hereby 
amends Part 60 of the C i v i l A i r Regulations (14 CFR, Part 60) e f f e c t i v e 
A p r i l 1, 1948: 

1. By amending s 60.200 t o read as f o l l o w s : 

60.200 C e i l i n g and distance from clouds. A i r c r a f t s h a l l comply 
w i t h the f o l l o w i n g requirements as t o c e i l i n g and distance from clouds: 

(a) w i t h i n c o n t r o l zones. Unless authorized bv a i r t r a f f i c 
c o n t r o l , a i r c r a f t , s h a l l not be flown when the c e i l i n g i s less than 1,000 
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feet, or less' than 500 f e e t v e r t i c a l l y and 2,00C feet horizontally from 
any cloud formation-. 

W Elsewi^re. VThen at an altitude of more than 700 feet 
above the surface a i r c r a f t s h a l l not be flown l e s s than 500 feet v e r t i c a l l y 
and 2,0GC feet horizontally f r o s any cloud formation; when at an altitude 
cf 70C- feet or l e s s a i r c r a f t s h a l l not be flown unless clear cf clouds. 

2, By de-leting the "Chart of VFR v i s i b i l i t y and distance-froro-
clouds nir.imur^." 

3, By deleting the "Chart of cruising altitudes outside of control 
areas and ccr.trcl zones." 

(Sees. 205 ( a ) , 6C1, $2 S t a t . 9%k, 10C7J h9 U.S.C. 425 ( a ) , $$L) 

By the C i v i l Aeronautics Board: 

/ s / LI . C. i x i l i g a n 

M i 0. llulligan 
Secretary 

Part 60 last'printed f f-.-ter ?, 1347. 


