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TITLE 14 - AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
CHAPTER 1 - FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY
jﬁegulaﬁory Docketrﬂo. 737; Reguietion No, SR-44Q§7
[Atfects Part@ 61, 42, 43, 45, 467
SPECIAL CIVIL AIR REGULATION
Use of Portable Frequency Modulation {FM) Type Radio Receivers
On Aircraft During Flight

The purpose of this special xepulation is to continue in effect the
provisions of currently eifective Special Civil Air Regulation No. SE-4464
(27 F.R, 4906), SR-446A pfohibita the operation of portable frequency
modulation (FM) radio receivers during flight om all civil aircfaft of the
United States operated bﬁ an alr carrier or a csmmercial operator, It also
prohibits the operation of portable FM radio receiéers on all other VOR-
equipped civil aircrafe of the United States while such VOR equipment is
being used for navigational purposes,

In 1961, during tests conducted by the Federal Aviation Agency, it was
found that radio receivers having local oscillators operating within or near
the VHF-omnirange {VOR) frequercy band (108 to 118 Mes,) cause iunterference
which adversely affects the operation of an aircraft's VOR navigational
system, Various types of portable radio receivers {i.e,, radic receivers
capable of being carried aboard an atreraft by a passenger) were used in
these tests and it was determined that the portable frequency modulation
(FM) radio receiver was the only type receiver commonly used by the general

public that would create this unwanted interferenmce, Although the tests
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conducted by the Agency were not completed, the initial finding that FM fadio
receivers operated abogrd an aircraft would cause unwanted interference
warranted immediate regulatory action to prevent these radios from endanger-
ing safety in air commerce. Accordingly, SR-446 (26 F.R. 4011) was issued
May 4, 1961; however, to simplify revision of the rule if additional inter-
ference problems were found by the tests, it was issued as a temporary rule
effective until May 24, 1962, Since the final evaluation of these tests by
all interested parties would not have been completed by the time SR-446 was
to expire, the provisions of that rule were continued in effect for an
additional year unfil May 24, 1963, by the issuance of SR-446A on May 22,
1952 .

The evaluatien of the tests conducted by the Agency have now been cow-
pleted and the evaluations have not revealed any additionmal interference
problems other than that caused by FM radio receivers. Accordingly, since
the interference problem which prompted the issuance of SR-446A still exists
and since it is necessary in order to provide adequately for safety in air
commerce to continue the provisions of that regulation in effect, I find it
is in the public interest to make the provisions of that rule permanent.

In the preamble to SR-446A it was indicated that when the evaluation
of the tests were completed, the provisions of SR-446A would be incorporated
into the applicable operating parts, i.e., Parts 40, 41, 42, 43, 45 and 46,
These parts are presently being recodified and, as recodified, will contain
the provisionsof related Special Civil Air Regulations such as SR~44B6A.
Until their recodification, the provisions contained in SR-446A will be

continued in effect in the form of a Special Civil Air Regulation.
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Since this regulagion continues in efféct a Speéial Civil Air Regulation
which expires on May 24, 1963, and a lapse in tﬁe effectiveness of the regula-
tion would endanger s;fety in air commerce, I find that notice ana public
procedure hereon would be contrary to the public interest,

In consideration of the foregoing, Speciél Civil Air Regulation No;
SR-446A is supefseded By the‘following Special Civil Air ﬁegulation which
is hereby adopted to become effective on May 25, 1%53.

This Special Civil Air Regulation‘is issued under the authority of
sections 313(a) and 601 of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 (ég U.5.G.

1354 and 1421},

No person shall operate, nor shall any operator or pilot in.command of
an aircraft permit the operation of, a portaﬁle.frequencf modulation (FM)
radio receiver on the following civil aircraft of. the United States while
such aircraft are engaged in flight in air commerce:

.(a) Aircraft 6perated by an air carrier ar commercial operator;
and
(b) Any other aircraft equipped with VHF omnirange (VOR) naviga-
tional equipment while such VOR equipmént is being used for navigational
puUrposes,

This special regulation supersedes Special Civil Air Regulation No.

SR=446A,

Administrator

Issued in Washington, D. C., on April 5, 1963,



