PART 40-—SCHEDULED INTERSTATE
AIR CARRIER CERTIFICATION AND
OPERATION RULES

Requirements for Use of Oxygen
Masks by Flight Crew Members of
Turbine-Powered Airplanes

Currently effective § 40.203-T(e) nro-
vides that on and after February 1, 1960,
when operating at flieht altitudes above
25,000 feet, one pilot at the controls of
the airplane shall wear and use an oxy-
gen mask at all times and all other flight
crew members on fight deck duty shall
be provided with oxygen masks, con-
nected to appropriate supply terminals,
which shall be worn in a manner that
will permit immediate placing of the

ks on their faces for use, properly
‘red and sealed,

whe date for compliance with this
regulation was to have been Novémber
30, 1959, but was deferred for 60 days in
order to make further studies of this
matter upon representation that this re-
quirement is not necessary {o achieve
the highest degree of safety in air trans-
portation and that compliance with this
regulation may detract from the required
crew coordination and adversely affect

safety. These studies have been made

during the intervening period.

No evidence has been presenfed dur-
ing this time which validates the conten-~
tion that the regulation is not necessary
to achieve the highest practicable degree
of safety; neither has the claim been

substantiated that the regulation: would’

adversely affect safety. It is coneluded,
therefore, that the original basis for the
regulation remains valid and that it
should remain in effect.

During the course of the study it was
noted that the various types of masks
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intended to be used in compliance with
this regulation differ in the facility with
which they can be donned. For exam-
ple, some masks can be placed on the
face with one hand so that they are
properly secured and sealed, This is.
sccomplished by having retaining means
already in place on the head. This fea-
ture permits the mask to be placed on
the face with minimum delay and with-
out disturbinigz headphones, glasses, or
hats. Thus, the crew member cah pro-
ceed with emergency procedures quickly
and without distraction. Therefore, it
is helieved that if all crew members are
provided with masks having these char-
acteristics, safety would not be ad-
versely affected by permitting the air-
craft to be operated at flight altitudes
up to 30,000 feet without requiring one
pilot at the controls to wear and use an
oxygen mask. Therefore, the regulation
is being relaxed to the extent that a
pilot need hot wear a mask at or below
30,000 feet if all light crew members are
equipped with masks having these char-
acteristi€s. - In order for any air carrier
to take advantage of this relaxation, it
will be necessary for existing masks to
be reevaluated by a satisfactory demon-
stration of these characteristics to a
representative of the Administrator,

It -should be emphasized, however,
that the Federal Aviation Agency will
continie to study the need for and usg
of oxyzen masks by flight crew members.
If shown necessary by service experience,
gdditional rule making action will be
undertaken,

Since this amendment grants relief

by extending the altitude above which

masks shall be worn in compliance with
a requirement of the Civil Air Regula-
tions, the Administrator finds that notice
and publie procedurs hereon are not nec-

February 1, 1960
January 28, 1960

essary, and that this amendment may o

be made effective immediately. B
In consideration of the foresoing,

§ 40.203-T(c) of Part 40 of the Civil 6 -

Alr Reégulations (14 CFR Part 40, as
amended) is amended as follows, eﬂec-
tive February 1, 1960;

§ 40.203-T Su; ﬁplemental oxygen for‘ SN

emergency descent and for first aids
turbine-powered airplanes with pres-"
surized cabins.

* ) . * -

(¢} Use of oxygen masks by flight . -

erew members, When operating at -

fAight altitudes above 25,000 fcet, one
pilet at the controls of the airplane -

shall wear and use an oxygen mask 8t - -
all times and all other fight crew mem- -

bers on flisht deck duty shall be pro-~
vided with oxygen nidsks, connected to
appropriate supply _ ,
shall be worn in a manner that will pér- .
mit immediate placing of the masks on .
their faces for use, properly secured and -
sealed: Provided, That the one pitob -
need not wear a magk st or below 30,000
feet. if all flight

be satisfactory o a represent.atwe of the' .
Administrator,

(Secs. 813(a), 60%, 604, T2 Btat. 752, 775, 773_ .
49 TU.8.C. 1354 (n), 1421, 1424) . A

Issued in Washingion, D.C., on Ja,nu.-'
ary 28, 1960.
E. R. QuEsana,
Administrator,
[FR. Doc. 6(0-1038; Filed, Jan. 29, 1960;
9:01 a.an.] -
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terminals, which' .

rew members are .
equipped with a quick-donning type of =
oxygen mask which is demonstrated to -



