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WASHINGTON, D.
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September 30, 1959

PART 40--SCHEDULED INTERSTATE.
AIR CARRIER CERTIFICATION AND
OPERATION RULES

Relention of- Flight Recorder Tapes
and Clarification of Period the
Flight Recorder Shall Be in Opera«
tionr-

iSection 40.208 of the Civil Air Regula-
tions requires the installation of flight re~

corders on all airplanes of more than

12,500 ds maximum certifieated,
Tak oo siight #hich afe certifzated Tor
operations above 25,000 feet altitude.:
The regulations further require that the
flight recorders shall be operating coln-
tinuously during flight time. :

It promulgating this regulation, the
period of time for retention of the re-
corder tapes was not included in the rule
8s it was assumeqd that gir carriers would
retaln these records for a sufficient
lerigth of time for the investigation of
accidents and incidents which may have
occurred during the time of fight. The
tapés also ¢an furnish information to
the operator concerning performance
and operation of these. airplane types
for which there does not exist a sub-
stantial smount of operational experis
ence,

-In view of the importance of the in-

_formation obtgined from flight record-
-ors, and slnce “there may be some gues-

tion as to the length of time that such

" tape recordings should be maintained by

the air carriers, the Federal Aviastiorn
Agency belleves that a clarification of
the rule is needed.

As stated above, § 40.208 requires that

'the flight recorders “stall be operating

eontinuously during flight time.” It was

-the intent of this regulation to require
“the operation of the recorder only during-
. flight and not during taxi operation to

and from thé runway. Therefore, in or-
der to clarify this point, the word “time”

"is being deleted from this phrase since

flight fime has been defined as block-to-

“block. time. In deleting the word “time,”

C.

Issued:

it is intended fhat the fight recordef
tust be in full operating condition at
the instant the aireraft starts its takeoff
réll and be in continuous operation dur-
ing the fiight and untll the aireraft has
completed its landing at an airport.

Accordingly, ¥ 40,208 is being amended
to clarify these maiters. Similar amend-
ments are Belng made concurrently to
Parts 41 and 42 of the Civil Air Regulg-
tions to provide identical rules for the
types of air carrier operations covered
by thosé barts.

Inasmuch as this &mandment is a8
clarification of the present requirements
and imposes no, or very little additionsl
burden on any person, compliance with
the notlee and publi¢ procedure provis
gions of section 4 of the Administrativeg
Procedure Act is UNNECESSATY,

In consideration of the foregamg,
§ 40.208 of the Civil Air Regulations (14;
CFR Part 40) is hereby amended as fol-.
lows to become eHective November 6,
1959: :

§ 40.208 Flight recorders.

A flight reécorder which records time,
airspeed, altitude, vertical acceleration,
and heading shall be installed on =11 air«
planes of more than 12,500 pounds mazi-
mum certificated takeoff weight which
are eertificated for operations above
25,000 feet altitude, and shall be operat-
ing continuously during fiight, The re-
corded information shall be retained by
the air carrier for a period of at least 60
days. For a particular flight or series of
flights, the information shall be retained
for & longer period if reguested by an
authorized representstive of the Admin-
istrator or_the Civil Agronautics Board.
{8ees. 813(a), 601, 602, 72 Stat. B2 P "m‘
49 7.8.C. 1354, 1421, 1424)

Tssued in Washington, DC on Sep--
tember 30, 1959.
E. R. QUuesapa, -
Adminisiralor,

[FR. Doc. 50-8395; Filed, Oct. 6, 1859:
8;45 am.)
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