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Part 33—FLIGHT RaADIO OPERATOR
CERTIFICATES

Adopted by the Civil Aeronautics
Board at its office in Washington, D. C.,
on the 6th day of February 1950,

This revision clarifies the requirements
for the issuance of flight radio operator
certificates in light of the standards es-
tablished in Annex 1 (Personnel Licens-
ing Standards) to the Convention on
International Civil Aviation, and deline-
ates general operating rules for flight
radio operators. It will be noted that a
few substantive changes in the currently
effective rules which are discussed below
have been made in this revision.

This revision requires a license com-
plying with the requirements specified
in the general radio regulations annexed
to the International Telecommunications
Convention as a prerequisite for flight
radio operator certificates instead of a
Federal Communications Commission
license, This will permit a foreign na-
tional who ewrrently cannot obtain an
PFCC license to obtain a flight radio op-
erator certificate, and will enable certain
foreign nations to forego establishing
national licensing requirements for flight
radio operators in order to comply with
the requirements of the Convention on
International Civil Aviation.

It will be noted that flight radio opera-
tor certificates issued to individuals
other than United States citizens shall
remain in effect for a period no longer
than one year. However, brovislon is
also made that such certificates may be
renewed without further demonstration
of technical competency on the part of
the flight radio operator. Certiflcates
may be issued to foreign nationals only if
such individuals are citizens of a foreign
government which grants or has under-
taken to grant reciprocal flight radio op-
erator privileges to citizens of the United
States on equal terms and conditions
with citizens of such foreign government.
Therefore, If reciprocal agreements are
terminated, thus removing the basis of
reciprocity on which citizens of the for-
eign government concerned have been
issued their United States certificates,
the provision with regard to duration of
such certificates will provide a means by
which they may be withdrawn hy the
Administrator.

It will be further noted that no pro-
vision is made in this part regarding re-
cent experience reguirements for fiight
radio operators as proposed in the notice
of proposed rule making on this subject.
However, upon completion of gur study
of the various proposals to insure con-
tinued competency of certificated flight
radio operators, submitted in response
to such notice, we shall appropriately
amend the Civil Air Regulations.

The FPCC has established a written ex-
amination for the fissuance of a radio-
telegraph operator license of the second
or higher class which complies with the
general radio requirements annexed to
the International Telecommunications
Conventfon and covers the same subjects
required by this part to be taken by an
apblicant for a flight radio operator cer-
tificate. If an applicant for a flight
radio operator certificate successfully
accomplishes the FCC examination and
submits satisfactory documentary evi-
dentce of such fact, he will not be re-
guired to take the written examination
prescribed in this part. Therefore, ap-
plicants for such certificates who are
United States citizens should apply for
the radiotelegraph operator licenses for
aireraft operation ~t an appropriate field
office of the FCC prior to making appli-
cation to the Administrator for flight
radio operator certificates. Applicants
other than United States citizens may
apply at any CAA international field of-
fice or United States district office located
near international airports used by for-
eign flag alr carriers.
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§33.0 Applicability of this part. This
part establishes certiftcation and genefal
operating rules for flight radio operators.

§33.1 Definitions. (a) As used .In
this part the words helow shall he de-
fined as follows: .

(1) Flight radio operaior. A 1fight
radio operator shall mean an individual
whose primary assigned duty during
flight over any route or route segment
is to communicate by radio with other
stations.

(2) Authorized representative of the
Administrafor, An authorized repre-
sentative of the Administrator shall
mean any employee of the Civil Aero-
nautics Administration or any private
person, authorized by the Administrator
to perform any of the duties imposed
upon him by the provisions of this part.

CERTIFICATION RULES

§ 33.5 Application jor certificate. An
application for a certificate shall be made
on a form and in a manner prescribed by
the Administrator.?

83.41
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L Since = flight radio operator, a5 a prerequi-
site to obtalning a certificate under the pro-
visions of this part, is requlred to hold a
radio-telegraph operator license of second
class, or higher, complying with the inter-
national requirements, an applicant for a
flight radio operator gertificate who is a
United States cltizen should apply for the
FCC license at an appropriate field office of
the FCC and accomplish the wrltten exami-
nation required for the issuance of such
llcense prior to making application to the
Administrator for the issuance of = flight
radio operator certificate. Applicants who
are not United States ciilzens should make
applicatfon at any CAA international fleld
office or United States dirtrict office located
near international airports used by forelgn
flag air carriers.



§33.6 Issuance. {(a) A flight radio
operator certificate shall be tssued by the
Administrator to an applicant who meets
the requirements of this part.

(b} Pending s review of the appiicent's
application and supplementary docu-
ments and the issuance of s certificate by
the Administrator, an suthorized repre-
sentative of the Administrator may, sub-
ject to such conditions and limitations
as the Administrator may prescribe, issue
a8 temporary flight radio operator cer-
tifleate to an applicant who meets the
requirements of this part.

$ 33.7 Duration. (a) A flight radio
operator certificate shall remain in ef-
fect untll surrendered, suspended, re-
voked, or otherwise terminated by order
of the Board, after which it shall be re-
turped to the Administrator. A cer-
tificate issued to an individual other than
a4 United States citizen shall remain In
eflect for a period no longer than one
year, but it may be renewed without fur-
ther demonstration of technical compe-
{ence.

(b) A temporary flight radio operator
certificate shall remein in effect for no
lcager than a 90-day period.

§33.8 Ezxchange of certificates. Al
flight radio operator certificates issued
prior to the effective date of this revision
of Part 33 shall expire on January 1, 1951
Each certificate holder shall, on or before
that date, surrender his certificate to the
Administrator who shall issue a ne - cer-
tificate to an individual who meets or has
met the requirements of this part

$ 33.9 Display. A flight radio operator
shell, upon request, present his afir-
man and medical certificates for exami-
nation by any authorized representative
of the Civil Aeronautics Board or Admin.
{strator or by any State or local Iaw en-
forcement officer.

§33.10 Change of address. Within 30
days after any change in the permanent
malling address of e certificated flight
radio operator. he shall notify the Ad-
mintstrator in writing of his new address.
The notice shall be msiled to the Admin-
istrator of Civil Aeronautics. attention
Afrmnan Records Branch. Washington 23,
D C

GCERERAL CERTIFICATE REQUIRIMENTS

$33.21 Citizenship. An applicant
shall be a citizen of the United States or
of 8 foreign government which grants or
has undertzken to grant reciprocal fight
radio operator privileges to eitizens of
the United States on egual terms and
conditions with c¢iti2ens of sueh forzign
government.

$33.22 Age. An applicant shall be at
teast 18 years of age.

$ 3323 Edycation. Anapplicant shall
be able to read. write. and understand
the English language and sp-ak the same
without any accent or impediment of
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speech that would interfere with two-
way radio conversation.

§ 33.24 Eraeminations and tests. Ex-
aminations and tests shall be conducted
by an authorized representative of the
Administrator at such times gnd places
as the Administrator may designate.
The passing grade for all oral and writ-
ten examinations shall be at least 70
parcent.  The practical examination
shall be sccomplished (0 the satisfaction
of the authorized representative of the
Administrator.

§3320 Recramination after jailure.
An applicant who has failed any pre-
scribed written® or practical examina-
tion or test may not apoly for reexami-
nation within a 30-day period unless he
presents a slgned statement by a person
authorized by the Administrator to give
instruction in the subject or subjects in
which reexamination is desired that the
applicant has received an additional §
hours of instruction in the subject or
subjects failed and is considered compe-
tent to pass the examination or test.

§ 33.26 Substantiation of erperience.
An applicant shall present to the Ad-
ministrator satisfactory documentary
evidence to substantiate the experience
qualifications for a flight radio operator
certificate.

$33.27 Physical standards. An ap-
plicant shall present evidence tha! he
has, within the 12 months immediately
preceding the date of application, met
the phrsical standards of the third class
prescribed in Part 29 of the Civil Alr
Regulations.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR A CERTIFICATE

§33.31 Ezperience. An applicant
shali hold a radiotelegraph operator li-
cense of second class, or higher, com-
plsing with the requirements specified in
the general radio regulations annexed
to the International Telecommunica-
tions Convention, ' and

«81 Shall have had at least 12 months
of satisfactory experience as a radio
operztor in aircraft, maritime, ar ground
stations. cormmnercial or military, inglud-
ing &t least four.imonths of experience
as a radiotelegraph operator; and shall
have had at least 50 hours of experlence
in the operztian of aircraft radio during
flight; or

1B Within 90 days lmmediately pre-

i The regulations of the Pederal Communi-
cations Comimission regarding the issuance
o! rediotelegraph operator licenses provide
that an applicant for such g licetise wha hes
felied the prescribed written examination for
the issuance of such license is ineligible for
2 rnonths to retake Such examination.

' To operete a vadio staticn on an alreraft
of CUnited States registry with a radio sta-
tion licensed by the Federal Communications
Commission. an thdividual must hold. in
addicicn to bis alrman certificate, the ap-
propriate radio operator’s license issued by
the Pederal Communicstions Commission.
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ceding application shall have completed
successfully e course of instruction
which the Administiator approves as
adequate for the training of a flight ra-
dio operator.

$33.32 HKnowledve. () An applicant
shall satisfactority accomplish a written
examinaiion ' on the following subjects:

11y The provisions of the Civil Air
Regutations applicable to the dutfes of
a flight radio operator,

(2) Afrcraft radio equipment, domes~
tic and foreign;

(3} Radio navigation af aireraft;

(4) Aircraft radio operating proce-
dures, domestic and foreigp.

§33.33 Skill. Ap upplicant shall (a)
satisfactorily aceomplish a practical ex-
amination on the inspection, adjustment,
and routine repair of aircraft radio com-
munications {(telegraphy and telephony)
and radio navigationzl equipment; (b
satisfactorily accomplish a practical
flight examination on the opération of
aircraft radio communications (teleg-
raphy and telephony) and radio navi-
gation; and () demonstrate nis ability
to send and receive {nternational Morse
code at a speed of 20 words per minute
code groups, and 25 words per minute
plain language.®

‘The subjects included under the knowl-
edge reguirement are thoses subletts on
which an applicant will be required to ac-
complish satisfactorily a written examina-
tion. These subjects are over and ahove the
minimum requirements for the issuance of
a radiotelegraph operator license of second
class a5 set forth by the International Tele-
communications Convention. The Federal
Communications Commission issuttes a -
cense to radiotelegraph operators of second
class or higher for specifled service in alrcraft
which includes examinations adequately
covering the above-mentioned subjects.
Therefore, 2n applicant who submits satis-
factory documentary evidence to the Ad-
milatstratcT  that  he  has  suceessfully
accomplished the FCC written examinetion
for a ragicielegraph opetator's license for
aircraft operation wiil not be required to
take the written examination prescribeg
herein.

*This speed reguirement in sending end
recelving international Morse code ts higher
tnen the minlmum International Telecom-
munlications Convention requirements for g
radiotelegraph operator ilcense of segond
class. An epplicent who holds a second
class radlotelegraph cpergetor Heense will be
required to demonstrate his abllity {0 meet
this speed reqUirement or furnish satisfac-
tory evidence that he does meet this require-
ment.

Batisfactors evidence that ap applicant
meets Lhe speed requirement shall be the
possession of a8 radictelegraph operator li-
cense, first class, issued under the minimum
standards as pres¢ribed by the International
Telecommunigations Conventlon,

Since the FCC requires an applicant for a
radlotelegraph operator lleense of second
ciass for alrcraft operation to meet this speed
requirement, such license will be acceptable
to the Clvll Aeronautics Administration in

lieu of 2 practical demonstratton of his code
abllity,



OPERATING RULES

§ 3341 Certificate required. No in-
dividual shall serve as a flight radin op-
erator in alr commerce on an aircraft of
United States registry without, or in vio-
lation of the terins of, a certificate issued
in accordance with the provisions of this
part. He shall have his certificate in his
personal possession when performing his
duties.

§ 33.42 Medica. ceritificate. No indi-
vidual shall exercise the privileges ac-
corded by a flight radio operator certifi-
cate uUnless he has in his personal
possession while so serving a medical cer-
tificate or other evidence satisfactory to
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the Administrator showing that he has
met the physical requirements appropri-
ate thereto within the preceding 12
months.

§ 3343 Ovperation during physical de-
ficiency. No individual shall exercise the
privileges accorded by a flight radio op-
erator certificate during any period of
known physical deficiency or increase in
physical deficieney which would render
him unable to meet the physical require-
ments prescribed for the issuance of his
currently effective medical certificate.

$ 33.4¢4 Grace period for periodic tests
and other qualification procedures.
Whenever this part requires an exami-

nation, test, or other qualifying proced
ure at stated intervals, a grace period of
15 days shall be allowed: Provided, That
the effective date of the examinadion,
test, or other qualifying procedure, if met
within the grace period, shall be the same
as it would have been if met on the day
immediatley preceding the beginning of
such grace period.

By the Civil Aeronautics Board.

M. C. MULLIGAN,
Secretary.

[SEAL}

[F. R. Doc. 50-12320; Plled, Feb. 10. 1950;
8:66 a. m.}
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