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TITLE 14 - AERONAUTICS•AND SPACE 

CHAPTER I - FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 

/Re gulatory Docket No. 9 0 3 ; Amendment 30-16 7 

PART 20 - PILOT AND INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATES 

Addition o f Rotorcraft Class Ratings for P i lo t Cert i f i ca tes 

Section 2 0 . 1 2 0 of the C i v i l Air Regulations provides for the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of a ircraf t ratings issued to private and commercial 

p i lo t s* At present a l l a ircraf t using rotating a i r f o i l s as a source 

of l i t t are grouped under the category "rotorcraf t ," with no further 

B r e a k d o w n into c lasses of ro torcra f t . The majority of such a ircraf t 

are he l icopters; however, there are some gyroplanes, and indications 

are that there be many others in the near future* 

A gyroplane, including the autogiro , i s a c lass of ro torcraf t , the 

rotors of which are caused to rotate by the action of the air when the 

rotorcraft i s in motion, with the propulsion system independent of the 

r o t o r system e x c e p t f o r i n i t i a l s t a r t i n g . The h e l i c o p t e r , on the other 

hand, i s a r o t o r c r a f t which depends p r i n c i p a l l y f o r i t s support and motion 

in the a i r upon the l i f t g e n e r a t e d by one o r more p o w e r - d r i v e n r o t o r s , 

r o t a t i n g on s u b s t a n t i a l l y v e r t i c a l a x e s . The f l i g h t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f 

h e l i c o p t e r s and g y r o p l a n e s a re s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t . 

In a c t u a l p r a c t i c e , under Fede ra l A v i a t i o n Agency p o l i c i e s s e t 

f o r t h i n C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s Manual 2 0 , an a p p l i c a n t f o r a rotorcraft 

r a t i n g has been r e q u i r e d t o a c c o m p l i s h t he a i r p l a n e f l i g h t maneuvers 
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i f he is examined in a gyroplane, and Che hel icopter maneuvers i f he 

is examined in a hel icopter . Therefore, an applicant who obtained a 

rotorcraft rating in a gyroplane would not have demonstrated a b i l i t y 

to handle a hel icopter , with i t s d i s t inc t ive takeoff, f ly ing, maneuvering, 

and hovering character i s t i c s ; and an applicant who obtained a rotorcraft 

rating in a hel icopter would not have demonstrated a b i l i t y to handle a 

gyroplane. 

C i v i l Air Regulations Draft Release No. 61-19 proposed to add 

hel icopter and gyroplane c lass ratings to the rotorcraft category. While 

a l l comments received support the object ive , some comments suggested 

additional rat ings . The need for additional ratings is s t i l l under study. 

This amendment provides for the establishment of helicopter and 

gyroplane c lass ratings within the rotorcraft category. Other incidental 

changes include defining "helicopter" and "gyroplane" as defined in Parts 6 

and 7 of the Civ i l Air Regulations, and redefining "rotorcraft" to read the 

same as in Parts 6 and 7 . The present def in i t ion of "class (of a i rcra f t )" 

i s being changed to "class of airplane," and a new def in i t ion , "class of 

rotorcraft" is being added. 

Since hovering cannot be performed in gyroplanes, J 2 0 . 5 3 , involving 

requirements for solo f l i g h t in rotorcraf t , is being amended by adding the 

words "applicable to hel icopter c lass only" in parentheses after the word 

"hovering." 

Section 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( a ) ( 1 ) is a lso being amended. This section applies to 

a p i l o t holding an airplane category rating who applies for a rotorcraft 



- 3 -

category rat ing. Because there have been questions raised as to whether 

more than 5 solo hours could be counted toward the tota l hours of dual 

and solo required, the wording i s being c l a r i f i e d to require "at least" 

5 solo hours. The to ta l hours required i s reduced from 25 hours to 15 

hours. This reduction in required hours provides r e l i e f from unnecessarily 

high hourly requirements for the more s tab i l i zed rotorcraft now in production. 

An a l ternat ive Is being added to the hours of dual and solo experience 

required in rotorcraf t , by permitting In place of the specif ied experience, 

the submission of a written statement from an appropriately rated f l i g h t 

instructor recommending the applicant as qual i f ied for the f l i g h t t e s t . 

The a l ternat ive i s a r e l i e f from what would otherwise be an unnecessary 

burden to applicants for a rotorcraft rating who already hold an airplane 

rating and who may require less than the specif ied times to reach a safe 

leve l of prof ic iency, part icu lar ly in certain types of rotorcraf t . 

Section 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( b ) ( 1 ) i s being c l a r i f i e d by specifying that the 

experience required of an applicant for an additional c lass or type rating 

must be in the c lass or type a ircraf t for which the rating i s sought; and, 

by specifying that the accompanying p i l o t must be rated to carry passengers 

in the a ircraf t used. These changes are c l e a r l y within the intent of the 

regulation and have been complied with in the past without question. 

Section 20.122 which i s being added by th i s amendment provides a 

6-month grace period for the continued v a l i d i t y of present rotorcraft cate ­

gory rat ings . Provision i s made to permit exchange of the superseded ro tor ­

craft category rating for the new category and c lass ratings at any time 
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after the e f fec t ive date of this new sect ion. The c lass of rotorcraft in 

which the c e r t i f i c a t e holder qual i f ied i n i t i a l l y w i l l determine the c lass 

rating received. Where a c e r t i f i c a t e holder who qual i f ied i n i t i a l l y in a 

helicopter has had at least 10 hours as p i lo t in command of a gyroplane 

within the 12 months immediately preceding the e f fec t ive date of this 

amendmentj the gyroplane c lass rating may be added to the c e r t i f i c a t e . 

This new section also provides for the exchange of c e r t i f i c a t e s issued 

before September 1, 1957, bearing hel icopter or autogiro category rat ings . 

The exchange is necessary to establ ish a uniform system of a ircraf t rating 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . Upon presentation of their c e r t i f i c a t e s for exchange, 

those persons who hold autogiro or hel icopter category ratings w i l l be 

issued rotorcraft category ratings with a hel icopter or gyroplane c lass 

rating corresponding to the category rating held at the time of the exchange. 

No showing of recent experience or f l ight test is required for this exchange. 

Where the holder of a hel icopter category rating has had at least 10 hours 

as p i lo t in command of a gyroplane within the 12 months immediately preceding 

the e f fec t ive date of this amendment, the gyroplane c lass rating may be added 

to the c e r t i f i c a t e . 

Possession of a current medical c e r t i f i c a t e i s not needed for the 

exchange provisions of this sect ion. Therefore, to c l a r i f y any ambiguity 

that may arise from the use of the words "valid p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e , " 

paragraph (c) of this section expressly s tates that a current medical 

c e r t i f i c a t e is not required to exchange a c e r t i f i c a t e . 

Interested persons have been afforded an opportunity to part ic ipate 
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in the making of this regulation, with the exception of -

(1) The c l a r i f i c a t i o n of $ | 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( a ) ( 1 ) and 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( b ) ( 1 ) ; 

(2) The reduction of tota l hours required in J 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( a ) ( 1 ) and 

(3) The a l ternat ive provided in j 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( a ) ( 1 ) ; 

and due consideration has been given to a l l relevant matter presented. 

Since the amendments to $ | 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( a ) ( 1 ) and 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( b ) ( 1 ) are c l a r i f i c a ­

t ions or r e l i e f from present res tr ic t ions and impose no additional burden 

on any person, notice and public procedure thereon are unnecessary. 

This amendment w i l l be included in the recodif icat ion of the 

provisions of Part 20 under the Agency's Recodification Program announced 

in C i v i l Air Regulation Draft Release No. 61-25 (26 F. R. 10698) . 

In consideration of the foregoing, Part 20 of the C i v i l Air Regula­

tions (14 CFR Part 20) i s hereby amended as fo l lows, e f fec t ive 

July 1 2 , 1962 : 

1. By amending | 20 .5 by adding in proper alphabetical order new 

def in i t ions to read as fol lows: 

20 .5 Def in i t ions . 

* * * * * 

Class of ro torcraf t . A c lass of rotorcraft i s a c l a s s i f i c a ­

t ion of such a i r c r a f t d i f ferent iat ing between gyroplanes and he l icopters . 

* * * * * 

Gyroplane. A gyroplane i s a rotorcraft which depends 

pr inc ipa l ly for i t s support upon the l i f t generated by one or more rotors 

which are not power driven, except for i n i t i a l s tart ing , and which are 

caused to rotate by the action of the a i r when the rotorcraft i s in 

motion. The propulsion i s independent of the rotor system and usually 

consists of conventional prope l lers . 
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Helicopter. A hel icopter is a rotorcraft which depends pr inc i ­

pal ly for i t s support and motion in the air upon the l i f t generated by 

one or more power-driven rotors , rotating on substant ia l ly ver t i ca l axes. 

2 . By amending J 20 ,5 by changing the word "aircraft" to "airplane" 

in the t i t l e of the def in i t ion "Class (of a i rcra f t )" and by revising the 

def in i t ion to read as follows: 

Class of airplane. A c lass of airplane is a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 

such a ircraf t d i f ferent ia t ing between single-engine and multiengine and 

land and water configurations. 

3 . By amending { 20 .5 by revising the def in i t ion "Rotorcraft" to 

read as follows: 

Rotorcraft . A rotorcraft is any a ircraf t deriving i t s principal 

l i f t from one or more rotors . 

4 . By amending J 20 .53 (b) by inserting af ter the word "hovering" 

and before the comma, the parenthetical phrase "(applicable to hel icopter 

c lass on ly ) ." 

5. By amending J 20 .120 by redesignating paragraph (c) as paragraph 

( d ) , and adding a new paragraph (c) so that I 20 .120 reads as follows: 

20 .120 Aircraf t rat ings . Aircraft ratings issued to private and 

commercial p i l o t s are c l a s s i f i e d as fol lows: 

(a) Category rat ings . 

(1 ) Airplane; 

(2) Rotorcraft; 

(3) Gl ider . 



(b) Airplane c lass rat ings . 

(1) Single-engine land; 

(2) Multiengine land; 

(3) Single-engine sea; 

(4) Multiengine sea. 

(c) Rotorcraft c lass rat ings . 

(1) Gyroplane; 

(2 ) Helicopter. 

(d) Type rat ings . Each type of a i rcraf t having a maximum 

cer t i f i ca ted takeoff weight of more than 12,500 pounds. 

6. By amending J 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( a ) ( 1 ) to read as follows: 

20.121 Additional a ircraf t rat ings . * * * 

(a) Category rating. 

(1) A p i l o t holding an airplane category rating who applies 

for a rotorcraft category rating shall have acquired at l eas t 15 hours of 

dual f l i ght instruct ion and solo f l i ght time in rotorcraf t , at l eas t 5 of 

which shal l have been so lo , or he shal l submit a written recommendation 

from an appropriately rated f l i g h t instructor who has given him dual f l i ght 

instruct ion and c e r t i f i e s him competent to meet the required s k i l l standards 

for the rating sought. A l l applicants shal l pass an appropriate f l i g h t t e s t . 

7. By amending j 2 0 . 1 2 1 ( b ) ( 1 ) to read as follows: 

20 .121 Additional a i rcraf t rat ings . * * * 

(b) Class or type rat ing. * * * 

(1) Have made at least 5 takeoffs and landings in an a ircraf t 

of the c lass or type for which the rating i s sought, e i ther in solo f l i g h t 

or as sole manipulator of the controls when accompanied by a p i l o t rated to 
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carry passengers in the a i r c r a f t , 

8. By add ing a new J 20.122 to read as follows: 

20.122 Va l id i ty and exchange of ro torcraf t , he l icopter , or autogiro 

ratings issued prior to July 12, 196? 

(a) The holder of a val id p i lo t c e r t i f i c a t e bearing a rotor­

craft category rating issued prior to Jaly 12, 1962, m a y exercise 

the pr iv i leges of such rating unt i l January 31» 1963 

At any time after July 12, 1962, such person may, without a further 

showing of competence, exchange his rotorcraft category rating for a 

rotorcraft category rating with a c lass rating determined by the c lass of 

rotorcraft in which he or ig ina l ly qual i f ied for the issuance of the rotor­

craft rating, whether by f l ight tes t or on the basis of mi l i tary competence. 

A c e r t i f i c a t e holder who qual i f ied i n i t i a l l y in a hel icopter may obtain a 

gyroplane c lass rating without a further showing of competence i f he has 

had at least 10 hours as p i l o t in command of a gyroplane within the 12 

months preceding July 12, 1962 

(b) The holder of a va l id p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e bearing a hel icopter 

or autogiro category rating issued prior to September 1, 1957, may exercise 

the pr iv i l eges of such rating or ratings unt i l January 31, 1963 

Such person may, without a further showing of competence, exchange his 

hel icopter category rating for a rotorcraft category rating with hel icopter 

c lass rat ing, and his autogiro category rating for a rotorcraft category 

rating with gyroplane c lass rat ing, at any time af ter the e f f ec t ive date 

of this amendment by presenting his c e r t i f i c a t e for exchange. The holder 

of a hel icopter category rating may obtain a gyroplane c lass rating without 
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a further showing of competence i f he has had at least 10 hours as p i l o t 

in command of a gyroplane within the 12 months preceding July 1 2 , 1962 . 

(c) Exchange of p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e s under the provisions of 

paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section w i l l not require the holder of the 

c e r t i f i c a t e to possess a current medical c e r t i f i c a t e at the time of the 

exchange. 

(Sees. 3 1 3 ( a ) , 601 , 602; 72 Stat . 752, 775, 776; 49 U. S. C. 1354, 1421, 

1422) 

Administrator 

Issued in Washington, D. C , on ^*j62 


