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SPECIAL OPERATION RULES FOE HIGHT WR FLIGHTS; FLIGHT PLANS 

At t h e p r e s e n t t i m e P a r t h2 cf t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r e s 
n e i t h e r t h e u s e of n a v i g a t i o n a l a i d s n o r t h e making of p o s i t i o n r e p o r t s 
f o r n i g h t VFR f l i g h t s . S i n c e t h e r e g u l a t i o n s d o n o t p r o h i b i t o f f - a i r w a y 
f l i g h t s , a c o r r e c t t r a c k ove r t h e g r o u n d i s e s p e c i a l l y I m p o r t a n t f o r -
such f l i g h t s w i t h r e s p e c t t o t e r r a i n c l e a r a n c e « On o f f - a i r w a y f l i g h t s 
l a r g e d e v i a t i o n s f rom t h e i n t e n d e d t r a c k a r e v e r y p o s s i b l e due t o t h e 
l i m i t e d n a v i g a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e wh ich t h e r e b y I n c r e a s e t h e 
d a n g e r of f l y i n g i n t o u n e x p e c t e d h i g h t e r r a i n . 

A l though I t was r e c e n t l y p r o p o s e d t o r e s t r i c t n i g h t VFR f l i g h t s i n 
l a r g e p a s s e n g e r - c a r r y i n g a i r p l a n e s t o c i v i l a i r w a y s and a p p r o v e d ADF 
r o u t e s , c o n s t r u c t i v e comment r e c e i v e d b y t h e Board h a s i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
s u c h a r e g u l a t i o n would be u n / ' u l y r e s t r i c t i v e . A c c o r d i n g l y t h i s amend­
ment w i l l a l l o w t h e u s e of o f f - a i r w a y r o u t e s f o r 7rtiich t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
h a s e s t a b l i s h e d minimum e n r o u t s i n s t r u m e n t a l t i t u d e s , p r o v i d e d t h a t 
f l i g h t i s c o n d u c t e d a t or abovo s u c h e s t a b l i s h e d a l t i t u d e s . I n a d d i t i o n , 
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r may a u t h o r i z e o p e r a t i o n s a t a i r p o r t s n o t e q u i p p e d w i t h 
r a d i o n a v i g a t i o n a l a i d s when he f i n d s t h a t s a f e t r a n s i t i o n b e t w e e n t h e 
r o u t e and t h e a i r p o r t may b e made v i s u a l l y unde r s p e c i f i e d w e a t h e r m i n i ­
mums. 

The Board c o n s i d e r s t h a t n i g h t o p e r a t i o n s i n l a r g e p a s s e n g e r -
c a r r y i n g a i r c r a f t a r e s u f f i c i e n t l y s i m i l a r t o i n s t r u m e n t o p e r a t i o n s t o 
j u s t i f y r e q u i r i n g a. r a d i o l i s t e n i n g w a t c h t o be m a i n t a i n e d as w e l l a s 
p o s i t i o n r e p o r t s a t d e s i g n a t e d r e p o r t i n g p o i n t s . These r e q u i r e m e n t s 
a r e a l s o i n c l u d e d i n t h e new r e g u l a t i o n . 

An a d d i t i o n a l p r o b l e m h a s b e e n n e t w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e f i l i n g of 
f l i g h t p l a n s f o r t h e o p e r a t i o n of any l a r g e a i r c r a f t . P r e s e n t § i | .2 ,6l 
doos n o t p r e v e n t a n IFR f l i g h t p l a n f rom b e i n g c a n c e l l e d w h i l e e n r o u t e 
w i t h o u t r e f i l i n g a VFR f l i g h t p l a n . A c c o r d i n g l y t h i s amendment w i l l 
r e q u i r e e i t h e r an XFR or VFR f l i g h t p l a n t o be i n e f f e c t d u r i n g t h e 
e n t i r e f l i g h t . T h i s , t h e n , w i l l i n s u r e t h a t t h e p r o p e r p e r s o n n e l w i l l 
be a d v i s e d when a p l a n e i s ove rdue o r m i s s i n g s o t h a t s e a r c h and r e s c u e 
f a c i l i t i e s may b e a l e r t e d and d i s p a t c h e d w i t h a minimum of d e l a y . 

I n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s have b e e n a f f o r d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e making of t h i s amendment, and due c o n s i d e r a t i o n h a s b e e n g i v e n t o 
a l l r e l e v a n t m a t t e r p r e s e n t e d E 
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P a r t 42 l a s t p r i n t e d June 1 , 1 9 4 9 . 

I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e f o r e g o i n g t h e C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s Board h e r e ~ 
b y amends P a r t li2 of t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s ( l i ; CFR, P a r t 1*2, a s 
amended) a s f o l l o w s , e f f e c t i v e n u ^ u s t 11, 1952: 

1„ By a d d i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g s e n t e n c e a t t h e end o f § U2„6l: &n 

IFR o r VFR f l i g h t p l a n must t h e r e a f t e r be i n e f f e c t f o r a l l p o r t i o n s 
o f t h e f l i g h t . 

2, By i n s e r t i n g a new § ^2,63 t o r e a d a s f o l l o w s : 

k2»63 N i g h t VFR o p e r a t i o n s f o r l a r g e p a s s e n g e r ° c a r r y i n g a i r c r a f t -
S p e c i a l r u l e s c 

( a ) N i g h t VFR p a s s e n g e r o p e r a t i o n s i n l a r g e a i r c r a f t s h a l l 
b e c o n d u c t e d o n l y ove r c i v i l a i r w a y s o r over o f f - a i r w a y r o u t e s f o r v h i c h 
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r h a s e s t a b l i s h e d minimum en r o u t e I n s t r u m e n t a l t i t u d e s . 
N i g h t VFR o p e r a t i o n s o v e r s u c h o f f - a i r w a y r o u t e s s h a l l be c o n d u c t e d a t 
o r above s u c h e s t a b l i s h e d a l t i t u d e s * I n a d d i t i o n , n i g h t VFR o p e r a t i o n s 
may be c o n d u c t e d o n l y a t a i r p o r t s e q u i p p e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t o r y r a d i o 
n a v i g a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r which t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r h a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e s ; P r o v i d e d ^ T h a t t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r may a u t h o r i z e 
o p e r a t i o n s a t o t h e r a i r p o r t s upon f i n d i n g t h a t s a f e t r a n s i t i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e r o u t e and t h e a i r p o r t msy be made v i s u a l l y u n d e r w e a t h e r mirdmums 
which he may e s t a b l i s h ^ b u t wh ich w i l l i n no c a s e be l o w e r t h a n t h o s e 
p r o v i d e d i n § U2.53 ( a ) * 

NOTE: Minimum en r o u t e i n s t r u m e n t a l t i t u d e s which have b e e n e s t a b ­
l i s h e d by t h e A 6 j \ i n i s t r a t o r a r a p u b l i s h e d i n t h e F l i g h t I n f o r m a t i o n 
I f e n u a l a 

( b ) D u r i n g n i g h t VFR p a s s e n g e r o p e r a t i o n s i n l a r g e a i r c r a f t 
t h e p i l o t - i n - c o n & a n d of t h e a i r c r a f t s h a l l e n s u r e t h a t a c o n t i n u o u s 
wa tch i s m a i n t a i n e d on t h e a p p r o p r i a t e r a d i o f r e q u e n c i e s and s h a l l 
r e p o r t by r a d i o a s soon a s p o s s i b l e t h e t ime and a l t i t u d e of p a s s i n g 
e a c h d e s i g n a t e d r e p o r t i n g p o i n t t o g e t h e r w i t h w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s and 
any o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n which t h e p i l o t c o n s i d e r s i m p o r t a n t t o t h e 
s a f e t y o f f l i g h t . I n a d d i t i o n , i n o p e r a t i o n s o v e r o f f - a i r w a y r o u t e s 
t h e p i l o t - i n - c o i m n a n d s h a l l r e p o r t a s soon a s p o s s i b l e t h e t ime a n d 
a l t i t u d e of o a s s i n g ove r e a c h check p o i n t s p e c i f i e d i n t h e f l i g h t 
p l a n , 

( S e c * 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t * 98U| it9 U , S . C a 1;25 ( a ) B I n t e r p r e t or a p p l y 
s e e s . 601, 60U, 52 S t a t 0 1007, 1010; h9 U 3 S . C . 551, 55u; 62 S t a t a 1216) 

By t h e C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s Boa rd : 

/ s / C. L i u l l i g a n 

M» Co M u l l i g a n 
(SEAL) S e c r e t a r y 


