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CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS 

26. 
26.1040 

2 6 . - A I R P O R T C O N T R O L T O W E R O P E R A T O R R A T I N G 

2 6 . 0 — P R O V I S I O N F O R RATING.—Pursuan t to the provisions of the Air C o m m e r c e A c t 
requiring the Secretary of Commerce to provide b y regulation for the rating of all airmen serving 
in connect ion with aircraft of the United States as to their qualifications for such service and for 
the issuance of airmen certificates and such other certificates and regulations as the Secretary 
deems necessary in administering the A c t , airport control tower operator ratings will be as foDows: 

(a) Junior Airport Control T o w e r Operator Rat ing. 
(b) Associate Airport Cont ro l T o w e r Operator Rat ing. 
(c) Senior Airport Cont ro l T o w e r Operator Rat ing. 

2 6 . 1 — M I N I M U M R E Q U I R E M E N T S . — T o be eligible for an airport control tower operator 
competency rating, an applicant shall c o m p l y with the following min imum requirements pre­
scribed for the rating sought. 

26.10—Junior Airport Contro5 T o w e r Operator Rat ing .—To be eligible for a junior control 
tower operator rating, applicant shall c o m p l y with the following minimum requirements. 

2 6 . 1 0 0 — A g e . — A p p l i c a n t shall be at least 2 2 years of age. 

2 6 . 1 0 1 — C h a r a c t e r . — A p p l i c a n t shall be of good moral character. 

26 .102—Ci t izensh ip .—Appl ican t shall be 
(a) a citizen of the United States, o r 
(b) an alien w h o has filed his declaration of intention t o become a citizen of the Uni ted 

States and notifies the Secretary of the serial number of such declaration and of the date thereof 
and of the court in which it is filed; provided, that the certificate of competency is, in such case, 
subject to revocation if the holder does no t f rom time to t ime keep the Secretary advised of the 
status of the proceedings in court and does not diligently and successfully prosecute them and 
become admitted as a citizen. 

26 .103—Educa t ion .—Appl i can t shall be able to read, write, and understand the English 
language, shall be able t o speak the English language without accent or impediment^ of speech 
which would interfere with intelligible two-way radio conversation, and shall be a high school 
graduate or its equivalent. 

2 6 . 1 0 4 — P h y s i c a l R e q u i r e m e n t s . — A p p l i c a n t shall comply with the following min imum 
requirements as to physical condit ion. 

26.1040—(a) Eye.—Applicant shall have a visual acuity of at least 2 0 / 2 0 in each eye 
separately without correct ion; an average depth perception of 3 0 millimeters or less without 
correction; no diplopia; no t more than 1 diopter of hyperphoria; properly balanced eye muscles 
with an abduction of 3 diopters or more ; sufficient accommodat ion to pass a Bureau test based 
primarily upon ability t o read official aeronautical maps ; normal fields of vision, and no pa thology 
of the eye. 

AIRMEN (1) 11/1/37 
20932°—37 



26.1041 D E P A R T M E N T OF COMMERCE 
26.1153 

26.1041—(b) Ear, Xose, Throat and Equilibrium.—Applicant shall b e able to hear the 
whispered voice at eight feet with each ear separately; shall have no acute or chronic disease 
of the middle or internal ear: no disease of the mastoid; no unhealed perforations o f the ear 
d rum; no disease or malformation of the nose or throat which will interfere with or be aggravated 
by the performance of bis duties, and no disturbance of equilibrium. 

26 .1042—(c) General Physical Condition.—Applicant shall have no organic or functional 
disease, nor any structural defect or limitation which might interfere with the proper per­
formance of his duties. 

26.1043—(d) Kerrou-? System.—Applicant shall have no disease of the mental o r nervous 
system and no abnormality of the personality. 

2 6 . 1 0 5 — A E R O N A U T I C A L K N O W L E D G E . — A p p l i c a n t shall be familiar with and accomplish 
satisfactorily an examination on 

26.1050—(a) airway traffic control procedure (See C A R 6 0 ) , 

26.1051—(6) airline schedules at the airport for which he seeks to be rated, 

26 .1052—(c) airport traffic control regulations for the airport for which he seeks to be rated, 
and 

26.1053—(d) teletype symbols and weather sequences on airways converging on the airport 
for which he seeks to be rated. 

2 6 . 1 0 6 — A E R O N A U T I C A L E X P E R I E N C E . — N o minimum requirements. 

26.11—Associate Airport Control T o w e r Operator Rat ing .—To be eligible for an associate 
airport control tower operator rating an applicant shall comply with the following minimum 
requirements: 

26 .110—AGE.—Appl i can t shall be at least 2 5 years of age. 

2 6 . 1 1 1 — C H A R A C T E R . — S a m e as C A E 2 6 . 1 0 1 . 

26 .112—CITIZENSHIP .—Appl i can t must be a citizen of the Uni ted States. 

2 6 . 1 1 3 — E D U C A T I O N . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 0 3 . 

2 6 . 1 1 4 — P H Y S I C A L R E Q U I R E M E N T S . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 0 4 , except that vision of 2 0 / 3 0 will 
be permitted provided applicant has served satisfactorily, in the opinion of the Secretary, as an 
airport control tower operator for a period of 6 months during the year immediately preceding 
his application. 

2 6 . 1 1 5 — A E R O N A U T I C A L K N O W L E D G E . — S a m e as in CAR 2 6 . 1 0 5 , and in addition the appli­
cant shall be familiar with and accomplish satisfactorily an examination on 

26 .1150—(a) airline operation procedure at the airport for which he seeks to be rated, 

2 6 . 1 1 5 1 — ( 6 ) air navigation facilities within 2 0 0 miles of the airport for which he seeks to 
be rated, 

26.1152—(c) air traffic rules as provided in C A R 6 0 , 

26.1153—(d) the current Consolidated Interline Safety Agreement, and 
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CIVIL A I R R E G U L A T I O N S 26 122 

26.1154—(e) airline and itinerant radio frequencies and radio procedures. 

2 6 . 1 1 6 — A E R O N A U T I C A L E X P E R I E N C E . — A p p l i c a n t shall have— 

26.1160—(a) performed satisfactory service as a junior airport control tower operator for 
the year immediately preceding the date of application for rating as associate control tower opera­
tor, p rovided the 3 months immediately preceding such application shall have been served 
satisfactorily at the airport for which applicant seeks to be rated, or have 

2 6 . 1 1 6 1 — ( 6 ) performed satisfactory service as a junior airport control tower operator for 
the 6 months immediately preceding the date of application for rating as associate control tower 
operator, provided, however , that the 3 months immediately preceding such application shall 
have been served satisfactorily at the airport for which applicant seeks t o b e rated, and p rov ided 
further that the applicant has served satisfactorily as an airport control tower operator for a 
period of one year during the 3 years immediately preceding the date of his application, or have 

26.1162—(c) performed satisfactory service for the 6 months immediately preceding such 
application as the operator of the control tower at the airport for which he seeks to be rated, 
or have 

26.1163—(d) performed satisfactory service for one year of the 2 years immediate ly preced­
ing such application ( 1 ) as the operator of an airport control tower, ( 2 ) as a fixed base operator, 
( 3 ) in the operations department o f a certificated airline, o r ( 4 ) as a pi lot wi th at least a c o m ­
mercial pi lot compe tency certificate, and 

26.1164—(e) shall possess an appropriate valid radio license issued b y the Federal C o m ­
munications Commiss ion . 

2 6 . 1 1 7 — A P P R O V A L B Y E X A M I N I N G B O A R D . — 

26.1170—(a) A n applicant shall be given an examination b y a board appointed b y a desig­
nated representative of the Bureau and composed of at least 3 members , one selected f rom 
the airport management and the others from airline operation departments, Bureau representa­
tives and military aviation units on the airport o r from among other competent aeronautical 
officials having personal knowledge of the qualifications of the applicant and the duties to be 
performed. 

26.1171—(b) T h e applicant must receive the approval in writing of a majori ty of the 
members of such boa rd before consideration will be given for issuance of a certificate of c o m ­
petency to him. 

26.1172—(c) T h e representative of the Secretary will b e the chairman o f the examining 
board and will submit to the Secretary, along with the application, a written report embody ing 
his o w n opinion and the concensus of the board of examiners as to the qualifications of the 
applicant for performing the duties of the service for which he seeks rating. 

26.12!—Senior Airport Control Tower Operator Rat ing .—To be eligible for a senior airport 
control tower operator rating, an applicant shall comply with the following min imum require­
ments: 

2 6 . 1 2 0 — A G E . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 1 0 . 

2 6 . 1 2 1 — C H A R A C T E R . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 0 1 . 

2 6 . 1 2 2 — C I T I Z E N S H I P . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 1 2 . 
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26\22 D E P A R T M E N T OF COMMERCE 

2 6 . 1 2 3 — E D U C A T I O N . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 0 3 . 

2 6 . 1 2 4 — P H Y S I C A L R E Q U I R E M E N T S . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 1 4 . 

2 6 . 1 2 5 . — A E R O N A U T I C A L K N O W L E D G E . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 1 5 . 

2 6 . 1 2 6 — A E R O N A U T I C A L E X P E R I E N C E . — A p p l i c a n t shall have— 

26.1260—(a) performed satisfactory service as an associate airport control tower operator 
for at least one year during the 1 8 months immediately preceding the date of application for 
rating as senior airport control tower operator, provided, however, that at least 3 months of 
the 6 months ' period immediately preceding such application shall have been at the airport for 
which he seeks to be rated, or have 

26.1261—(6) performed satisfactory service for the 6 months immediately preceding ap­
plication as the operator in charge of the control tower at the airport for which he seeks to be 
rated, and shall 

26 .1262—(c) demonstrate satisfactorily his ability to supervise and manage all activities 
of an airport control tower, including the preparation of such reports as m a y be required from 
time to t ime b y the airport management and the Secretary, and 

26.1263— (d) Same as C A R 2 6 , 1 1 6 4 . 

2 6 . 1 2 7 — A P P R O V A L B Y E X A M I N I N G B O A R D . — S a m e as C A R 2 6 . 1 1 7 . 

2 6 . 2 — A I R P O R T C O N T R O L T O W E R O P E R A T O R C E R T I F I C A T E . 

26.20—Provision for Issuance.—An appropriate airport control tower operator certificate 
of compe tency will be issued by the Secretary, upon approval of an application made and satis­
factory proofs submitted, to a natural person who upon inspection and examination is found b y 
the Secretary to meet the appropriate ininimum requirements prescribed in C A R 2 6 . 1 , and 
who is therefore rated as competent to control the movements of aircraft on and in the vicini ty 
of the airport at which his competency to control such aircraft has been demonstrated. 

26.21—Application.—Application for an airport control tower operator certificate of c o m ­
petency, subscribed under oath, shall be made to the Secretary upon a form supplied for that 
purpose. 

2 6 . 2 1 0 — A P P L I C A T I O N T O A M E N D . — W h e n any change in an airport control tower operator 
competency rating is desired, the applicant shall file a written request therefor with the Secretary 
through a designated inspector or airway traffic control manager of the Bureau. 

2 6 . 2 1 1 — P R O C E E D I N G T O A M E N D . — A proceeding to amend an airport control tower operator 
rating may be instituted by the Secretary when, in his opinion, the operator is no longer competent 
in respect t o some matter specified in the certificate. Not ice of such proceeding shall be ad­
dressed t o such operator with opportuni ty for a hearing. In the interim, the certificate may be 
suspended in whole or in part. Following the hearing, the Secretary m a y issue a re-rating as to 
competency . 

26 .22—Issuance .—Upon approval o f an application duly made, proofs submitted and exam­
inations and tests satisfactorily completed, an airport control tower operator certificate of c o m ­
petency will be issued in an appropriate form. 
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CIVIL A I R R E G U L A T I O N S 26.220 
26.272 

2 6 . 2 2 0 — T E M P O R A R Y C E R T I F I C A T E . — F o l l o w i n g application made for an airport cont ro l 
tower operator certificate of competency , but prior to approval thereof and issuance of the 
certificate, an appropriate temporary certificate m a y be issued b y the examining Bureau represen­
tative. This temporary certificate shall remain in force until the appropriate airport cont ro l 
tower operator certificate of competency is issued or denied by the Secretary, but no t to exceed a 
period of 60 days . 

2 6 . 2 3 — D i s p l a y . — A n airport control tower operator certificate shall be kep t in the personal 
possession of the operator at all times when he is on duty in connect ion with the control of air­
craft, and shall be presented upon the demand of any authorized official o r employee of the 
Depar tment of Commerce or of any State or municipal official charged with the duty of enforcing 
local laws or regulations involving Federal compliance, or upon the reasonable request of any 
other person. 

2 6 . 2 4 — D u r a t i o n . — T h e airport control tower operator certificate, unless sooner suspended 
or revoked, shall remain in force for one year from date of issuance, and only for the airport 
mentioned in the certificate provided, however, that an airport control tower operator certificate, 
regardless of rating, shall revert to that of junior airport control tower operator rating for at 
least 2 months subsequent to the entering upon duty of the holder thereof at a different airport 
control tower, after which period application m a y be made for reinstatement of the rating previ­
ously held, bu t for the airport for which applicant seeks to be rated. T h e operator need no t take 
the physical examination required in C A R 26.104 if he has satisfactorily passed the same within 
the preceding 12 months . 

2 6 . 2 5 — R e n e w a l . — A n airport control tower operator certificate m a y be renewed upon 
application made within 45 days prior to expiration for the same duration as the original upon 
showing of 

2 6 . 2 5 0 — ( a ) a satisfactory physical examination, as provided in C A R 26.104, b y a desig­
nated medical examiner of the Bureau, completed within the 45 days preceding expiration, and 

2 6 . 2 5 1 — ( 6 ) a letter from his employer or superior officer t o the effect that the holder thereof 
has satisfactorily performed his duties in the airport control tower for at least 3 months immedi­
ately preceding date of application for renewal. 

2 6 . 2 5 2 — R E I N S T A T E M E N T . — I n the event of an emergency which prevents renewal prior to 
expiration, and upon a showing thereof satisfactory to the Secretary, the applicant m a y have 
his airport control tower operator certificate validated in accordance with the provisions for 
renewal in C A R 26.25, p rov ided such examinations and tests (including the medical examination 
within 45 days prior to the application for reinstatement) appropriate to the rating as the Secre­
tary m a y deem necessary, are satisfactorily accomplished. 

26 .26—Non-Transfe rab i l i ty .—An airport control tower operator certificate is not trans­
ferable. 

2 6 . 2 7 — S u s p e n s i o n or Revoca t ion .—An airport control tower operator certificate may be 
suspended or revoked b y reason of any of the following on the part of the holder thereof: 

2 6 . 2 7 0 — ( a ) Violating any provision of the Air Commerce A c t or any rule or regulation duly 
issued thereunder. 

2 6 . 2 7 1 — ( b ) Carelessness or inattention to du ty affecting safety. 

26.272—(c) Unsound physical or mental condit ion. 
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26.273 
26.34 D E P A R T M E N T O F COMMERCE 

26J273—(<0 A n y demonstat ion of incompetency in the operation or supervision of an airport 
control tower. 

26.274—(e) Being, or knowingly permitting, a superior, subordinate, fellow operator or 
other person to be under the influence of, or using, or having personal possession of intoxicating 
liquor, cocaine, o r other habit-forming drug, while present in the airport control tower or o n 
duty directing or controll ing aircraft movements . 

26.275—(J) Refusing to exhibit his certificate upon proper demand. 

26.276—(g) M a k i n g any false statements in an application for a certificate or in any report 
required by the Secretary. 

26.277—(A) Performing any act in connect ion with the control and direction of aircraft 
which is contrary to the public safety or interest, o r detrimental to the morale of pilots or other 
persons. 

26 .278—(i ) Using o r displaying his certificate for any fraudulent purpose. 

26.28—Surrender .—Upon notice from the Secretary of the suspension or revocation of any 
airport control tower operator certificate, the holder thereof shall p rompt ly return such certifi­
cate to the Secretary. 

26.29—Re-Applicat ion.—An applicant for an airport control tower operator certificate who 
has failed to successfully accomplish the prescribed theoretical or practical tests m a y apply for 
re-examination at any time after the expiration of 90 days from the date of such failure. 

2 6 . 3 — E X A M I N A T I O N S A N D T E S T S . 

26.30—General .—The examinations and tests prescribed in the foregoing regulations will 
be conducted b y an authorized officer o r employee of the Depar tment of Commerce or b y a 
properly qualified person designated for the purpose b y the Secretary. T h e Secretary may , 
in his discretion and at any time, require any applicant or airport control tower operator certif­
icate holder to undergo a re-examination in any theoretical or practical test prescribed as a requi­
site foT such certificate. 

26 .31—Time and Place.—AH examinations and tests will be held at such times and places 
as the Secretary m a y designate. 

26.32—Physical Examination.—In connect ion with the original issuance of any airport 
control tower operator certificate the physical examination prescribed shall be accomplished b y 
a medical examiner of the Department of Commerce duly atithorized to so examine applicants 
for such certificate before any practical o r theoretical test or other examination will be given, and 
shall be completed within the 60 days preceding the date of filing application for such certificate. 

26.33—Inspection.—The applicant for any airport control tower operator certificate shall 
offer full cooperat ion in respect of any inspection or examination which m a y be made of said 
applicant upon proper demand by any authorized representative of the Secretary prior or 
subsequent to the issuance of such certificate. 

26.34—Standard o f Performance.—All practica. o r theoretical exarninations and tests shall 
be accomplished to the satisfaction of the Secretary and the minimum passing grade in any 
subject of examination or test shall be 70 per cent. 
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26.35—Reports .—The person giving any examination or test in behalf of the Secretary shall 
p rompt ly report the result thereof upon the appropriate form to the Secretary. 

Any and all rules or regulations made, established, and issued by the Secretary of Com­
merce pursuant to law as are inconsistent with the provisions of the above specified civil air . 
regulations are hereby repealed. 

O 
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