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CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS 

02.—AIRCRAFT IDENTIF ICATION M A R K 

02.0—PROVISION FOR ISSUANCE.—Pursuant to the provisions of the Air Commerce 
Act declaring that the Government of the United States has, to the exclusion of all foreign 
nations, complete sovereignty of the airspace over the lands and waters of the United States, 
including the Canal Zone, and requiring the Secretary of Commerce to establish air traffic rules 
for the navigation, protection, and identification of aircraft, the following regulations are pre­
scribed for the assignment, approval, issuance and display of identification marks. 

02 .1—CHARACTER.—An aircraft identification mark will consist of one or more Roman 
capital letters and a number. 

02.10—International S y m b o l .—The Roman capital letter N will appear first in the identi­
fication mark of aircraft of the United States. 

02.11—Classification Symbol .—The international symbol N will be followed in the mark 
by the Roman capital letter C, R, or X, or by a bar, for the purpose of classifying the aircraft as 
to its airworthiness, as follows: 

02.110—(a) The letter C will classify an aircraft as complying fully with the airworthiness 
requirements of C A R 01 and 04, 05, 06, or 07, as the case may be, for the purpose of carrying 
persons or property, for or without hire. 

02.111—(6) The letter R will classify an aircraft as complying in some limited respect with 
the aimorthiness requirements of C A R 01 and 04, 05, 06, or 07, as the case may be. The cer­
tificate of an aircraft in this classification will specify the use, or uses, for which such aircraft is 
deemed airworthy, but such use, or uses, shall exclude passenger carrying, and shall be for indus­
trial purposes only. 

02.112—(c) The letter X will classify an aircraft as one which has been issued an experi­
mental certificate in accordance with C A R 01.3. An aircraft so classified has been found by 
inspection to possess no apparent unairworthy features. 

02.113—(d) The bar symbol, — , will classify the aircraft as one whose airworthiness 
rating has not been established. An aircraft so classified is an uncertificated aircraft. 

02 .12—Number .—The classification symbol will be followed in the mark by a number 
issued for purposes of further identification. 

02.2—ISSUANCE. 

02 .20—Assignment .—The aircraft identification mark will be assigned by the Secretary at 
the time of issuance of the registration or the airworthiness certificate, will be inserted in the 
body of either thereof, as the case may be, and will be issued as a part thereof. 

02.21—Provisional Assignment—Pending issuance by the Secretary a provisional assign­
ment may be made by a Bureau inspector. 

AIRCRAFT 
20043°—37 

CD 11/1/37 



02.3 02.51 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

02.3—LOCATION F O E DISPLAY. 

02.30—Conventional Airplanes and Gl ide r s .—The m a r k on such aircraft shall h e located 
on t h e lower surface of the lower left wing and on the upper surface of t h e upper r igh t wing. 
If, in a biplane, t h e lower left wing space is less than one-half t h a t of the upper left wing, the 
m a r k shall be located on the lower surface of the upper left wing, as far to the left as is possible. 
T h e t o p of t h e le t ters and figures shall be toward the leading edge. T h e height shall be a t least 
four-fifths of the mean chord : provided, however, t h a t in t h e even t four-fifths of t h e m e a n chord 
is m o r e t h a n 30 inches, t h e height of the le t te rs and figures need n o t be more b u t shall n o t be 
less t h a n 30 inches. In the case of a monoplane , the m a r k shall be displayed on t h e lower sur­
face of t h e left wing and the upper surface of t h e r igh t wing in the m a n n e r t h u s described. On 
gliders the le t ters or figures shall be displayed in t h e same m a n n e r and place prescribed for 
a i rplanes except the m i n i m u m height shall be 15 inches. T h e m a r k shall also be located on 
bo th sides of the vertical ta i l surface, or size as large as a 2-inch margin will permi t . 

02.31—Unconventional A i r c r a f t—Marks on such aircraft will be located as deemed sat is ­
factory by the Secretary upon examinat ion of a three-view drawing to scale, of the aircraft. 

02.32—Airships.—The mark on such aircraft shall' be located on bo th sides a t a d is tance 
back from the no?e equal to one-fourth of the to ta l airship length, and so located vert ical ly as 
to h e halfway between the b o t t o m line of the airship surface and the po in t of m a x i m u m beam. 
T h e height of t h e le t ters and figures shall be one-twelfth of the m a x i m u m cross-sectional circum­
ference, b u t need no t exceed four feet. 

02.33—Conventional Bal loons .—The m a r k on such aircraft shall be located a t two opposite 
poin ts near bu t below t h e m a x i m u m horizontal per imeter . T h e height of the le t te rs and figures 
shall equal a t least one-twelfth of such per imeter , b u t need n o t exceed four feet. 

02.34—Unconventional Bal loons .—The mark on such aircraft shall be located as deemed 
sat isfactory b y t h e Secretary. 

02.4—LETTERING. 

02.40—Type.—The w i d t h of t h e le t te rs a n d figures (except t h e figure 1) shall b e a t least 
two- thi rds of their height . T h e wid th of each s t roke shall be a t least one-sixth of the height of 
the le t te rs and figures, which shall be of uniform size. 

02.41—Color.—The le t te rs and numbers shall be pa in ted on t h e aircraft in a n y color o n 
any background provided there is a s t rong cont ras t , as deemed sui table by t h e Secretary. 

02.42—Legibil i ty.—Except wi th the approval of the Secretary, no o ther design, mark , 
symbol or description shall be placed upon an aircraft if such design, etc. , modifies, adds to , 
de t r ac t s from, or confuses the assigned m a r k or des t roys i ts legibility. T h e assigned m a r k s 
shall be kep t clean and clearly visible. 

02.3— IDENTIFICATION M A R K RULES. 

02.50—Domestic Aircraft .—Every aircraft (except a foreign aircraft) en ter ing the airspace 
over the lands and waters of the Uni ted Sta tes , including the Cana l Zone, shall be possessed of 
and display a n identification m a r k assigned and issued therefor b y the Secretary. 

02.51—Foreign Aircraft.—Foreign aircraft shall be subject to t h e provisions of C A R 02.50 
unless specifically given other author iza t ion p u r s u a n t to Section 6 of the Air Commerce Act. 
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CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS 02.52 

02.52—Domestic Aircraft for Foreign Delivery.—An aircraft manufactured in the United 
States for delivery to a foreign purchaser may display appropriate and duly assigned and/or 
issued foreign identification marks or insignia and may be navigated for the sole purpose of 
delivery to said foreign purchaser by the most practical direct air route or for demonstration 
purposes for a limited time within the immediate vicinity of the manufacturer's airport on applica­
tion made to and approved by the Secretary. 

Any and all rules or regulations made, established, and issued by the Secretary oj Com­
merce 'pursuant to law as are inconsistent with the provisions of the above specified civil 
air regulations are hereby repealed. 
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