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GEI\TERJL OPER. EIGN RULES
ANTJyCDLLISION LIGHTS FDR LIRGE LIRCR;FT OPERLTING AT N*GHT

Gurren"cly effe.ctive' § ‘43‘,30 of Part 43 of the Civil Air Reglations. .
requires, among other things, that all aireraft operated at night be equipped
with a set of certificated forward and rear position -lights, Recent experi-
ence has indicated that there is need for further improvement in conspicuity
than can be obtained with the existing systems of stecady or flashing position
lights, becouse of the Increased speed of airplenes and the increase in the
numbor of airplanes that operete at night, Experiments in recent years
revoaled that high intensity rotating lights, commonly referred to es anti-
collision lights, increase comspicuity to the point where safety in air
navigation can be materlally 1mproved if aircraft are equipped with such lights.
Id order to ongble the air carriers, to evaluate this and other systems of
aireraft exterior lighting, thc Board promulgated several Speclal Civil f4ir
Regulstions, the most revent of which, SR-352, is currently in effect.

~AfteT the sorviec tostlng of antm-colllsion lights by certain air carrier
operators, it appearcd carly in-1952 that. the anti-collision lights which -
were then available were satlgfcctory to these operators as ovideneed by their
plans for installztion on a flcotewide basise.  The Board then established a
‘broad standard for thesc lights in Part /b of the Civil Air Regulations for
the purpose of gssu*lnﬂ a roasonable degrec of standardizatlon of antlncolllslon

l_ghts,_

'Sinee tho ncod for 1ncrcﬁsod conspiculty of alrcraft opetating at night

hog not diminished but has been magnifiod by recont expericnce of near acdiw

" donts at night, ond since thore are satisfactory anti-~collision lights available
which tend to sllovicte the danger of collision, the Board considers it neces—
sary in the intercst of safoty that the installation of anti-collision lights
on all large aircraft be mede mandatory. This emendment, therefore; requires
that 2ll ajireraft having o paximum cerbificaitcd weight of more than 12,500
pounds be cguipped with opersble anti.collision lights for operation at nighte
Llthough it was proposed that this requirement become effective on September 30,
1954, the Bocrd hag heon informed that in some cases it would require as long
as elghtcen months to effect a fleot-wide installation. Therefore, to permit
an orderly installation of thesc lights, the effective date of this requires
ment has boon established as June 1, 1956, Similar amendments are being made
to Parts 40, 41, and 42 for ell aircrafl having a maximum cortificated welght
¢ more than 12,500 pounds, and additional study is being glven to the
possibility of requiring gencerally similar types of lights for small aircrafi,
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Sines an antlmcollision light may become inoperative en route, consider
‘ab;e concern has been expressed over possible delays which might result ify
ecause of its frilure, a flight would not be permitted to comtinuc beyond a
stop where facilitios for repairs or replzcements were not available, It is
cxpocted that all persons subject to the previsions of this part will perform
a high level of mointcnance on the light so that failures in flight will be
relatively infrequent. In view of the fact, however, that cach affected aire
craft will be equipped with:position lights and in view of the reletively fow
failures anticipated, this amendment permits aireraft to continue flight, in
the ovent of an anti..collision light failure, to the next stop where proper
repairs or roplacements can be made without uncdue delaye.

Interested persons have been afforded an opportunity to participete in
the making of this arendment, and due cons¢derat10n has been. given to all
rGIGVﬁnt matter presented, ’

¥n consideration of tho“forego:mgq the C;vll Leronavbics Board‘hereby
amends Part A3 of the Civil Air Rogulations (14 CFR, Part 43, as anendod),
effective August 15, 19543

By amending § 43.30 (b) by redesignatlnp subparagraphs "(2)", “(4)"
n(5)", and ﬁ(6)n as subparagraphs "(4)", "(5)%, ®(6)%, and "(7)® respczct:wely9
and by adding a now subparagraph (3) to read as followss. ,

: 43230 - Instruments and eguipment for NC powored aircraft or powered aire
eraft with standard alrworthiness uert1ficateso E AR

(b) . Contact, Flicht rules (night). * * *

- {3} ifter }ﬁy‘Bl, 1956, an upproved anti-collision light for
ajreraft hevinﬂ e maximm cortificatod woight of more than 12,500 pounds;
except that in tho ovent of failure of such light, the aircraft may continue
flight to the next stop where repzirs or rcplucemcnts can be made without

,unduc delaye : :

. (Sec° 205 (a), 52 Statq 9843 49 UlSaGe 425 (&)e Interprot or apply secs 601,
52 Stat, 1007, s orended; 49 UeSoCo 551) . ,

By the Civil leronautics Board:
/8/ ¥o C. Mulligen
" Mq € Mulligan

Sccrctary
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Part 43 last printed August 1, 1949.



