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GENERAL OPERATION RULES 
VFR MINlUtMS raTHTN A CONTROL ZONE FOR FLIGHTS 

ISSUED A TRAFFIC CLEARANCE 

Part 60 of the C i v i l A ir Regulat ions c o n t a i n s the a i r t r a f f i c r u l e s governing the o p e r a t i o n o f 
a i r c r a f t . Sec t ion 60 .31 c u r r e n t l y a u t h o r i z e s a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l t o permit f l i g h t -within a c o n t r o l 
zone vihen the f l i g h t and ground v i s i b i l i t y are below t h e s p e c i f i e d t h r e e - m i l e minimum. This p r o v i ­
sion- iras intended t o permit a p i l o t t o f l y from a c o n t r o l zone t o an area o u t s i d e of contro l l ed , a i r -

*space i n which t h e v i s i b i l i t y minimum f o r VFR f l i g h t i s one m i l e . Part 43 p r o h i b i t s a p i l o t from 
f l y i n g an a i r c r a f t under instrument f l i g h t r u l e s u n l e s s he h o l d s a v a l i d instrument r a t i n g i s s u e d 
by the Adminis trator and u n l e s s he s a t i s f i e s c e r t a i n recent f l i g h t exper i ence requirements . 

I t has come t o t h e Board's a t t e n t i o n t h a t some p i l o t s who are not r a t e d t o f l y t h e i r a i r c r a f t 
s o l e l y by re ference t o instruments were ob ta in ing a t r a f f i c c l earance and f l y i n g through s o l i d o v e r ­
c a s t or i n c o n d i t i o n s of r e s t r i c t e d v i s i b i l i t y and, consequent ly , were a hazard t o themselves and 
o t h e r s . I n order t o c l a r i f y t h e Board's i n t e n t i o n t h a t such f l i g h t s n o t be conducted, c e r t a i n amend­
ments t o the C i v i l A ir Regulat ions were proposed i n Draft Re lease 56-7 (21 F.R. 1 7 4 # ) , "VFR Minimums 
wi th in a Control Zone f o r F l i g h t s I s sue d a T r a f f i c Clearance ." The forego ing d r a f t r e l e a s e proposed 
t o e s t a b l i s h i n Part 60 s p e c i f i c weather minimums below which VFR f l i g h t could not be conducted. I n 
a d d i t i o n , amendments t o S e c t i o n s 4 3 . 6 5 and 4 3 . 6 8 ( d ) o f Part 43 were proposed to make i t c l e a r t h a t 
t h e s e s e c t i o n s are in tended t o proh ib i t a non- ins trument -rated p i l o t , as w e l l as an ins trument -ra ted 
p i l o t -who has not met the reoent exper ience requirements f o r instrument f l i g h t , from operat ing a i r ­
c r a f t i n -weather c o n d i t i o n s below the minimums prescr ibed i n Part 60 f o r VFR f l i g h t . 

I n t e r e s t e d persons have been af forded an opportuni ty t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the making o f t h e s e 
amendments ( 2 1 F.R. 1 7 4 3 ) , and due c o n s i d e r a t i o n has been g iven t o a l l r e l e v a n t m a t t e r s . 

I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the f o r e g o i n g , t h e C i v i l Aeronaut ics Board hereby amends Part 43 of the 
C i v i l M r Regulat ions (14 CFR, Part 4 3 , as amended) e f f e c t i v e March 15 , 1957 . 

By amending 1 4 3 . 6 5 t o read as f o l l o w s : 

4 3 , 6 5 Instrument f l i g h t l i m i t a t i o n s . No person s h a l l p i l o t an a i r c r a f t under instrument 
f l i g h t r u l e s or i n weather c o n d i t i o n s l e s s than the minimums p r e s c r i b e d f o r f l i g h t under Visual 
FlighJ; Rules u n l e s s he h o l d s a c u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e instrument r a t i n g i s s u e d by the Admini s tra tor . 

2 , By amending the f i r s t sentence o f Paragraph (d) o f I 4 3 . 6 8 by i n s e r t i n g a f t e r the word 
"rules" and be fore the word "unless" t h e words "or i n weather c o n d i t i o n s l e s s than the mininums 
p r e s c r i b e d f o r f l i g h t under Visual F l i g h t Kules ." 
to 

( S e c . 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t . 9 8 4 , 49 U . S . C . 425 ( a ) . I n t e r p r e t or apply S e e s . 601 , 602, 610, 52 S t a t . 
1007 , 1008 , 1 0 1 2 , a s amended; 49 U . S . C , 551 , 552, 560) 


