PYPORT CF TLE DIpPCTCR OQF TPF BUPLAU COF SATFTY Il rE T VIPSTI-
GLTION OF AN AQCIDENT WHICH OCCURARED CN THF M1SSOURT
TACIPIC RLAILFCAD AT AIEOV fRK.ON DFCOWLEIE 15, 1933.

Februery 16, 1%os

"o the Conrassion:

On Decenber 15, 143, trere was a heoa—sad colliision
ket weer two rassenger trains on the llisscuri Pacific Reilrownd
at Avtey, Ark ,resudtirg irn the deoth of & ergloyees crad L
tres, esser,and tue injiiy of 155 passengers,4 other jelsors,
wnd 8 emy loyees
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ti1on ana r.ethed ol operction.

dert ocouisred orn the Voo Zaien District of the
on, exbtenalrg between Vin Burer anc Little
tence of 125.99 riles.2r tle vicinity of
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c zlc 2ol Zine over which
trains are orerated by vt e-toboe, tiain craers, acd a canvdl
bloce—-signal ayeten . Tine-tahle Jiregbiorns arc used 1r this
rey ort . Thig accident ccci:Ted on the yresirg tTack ot Amboy,
at = roirt 314 feet scuvth of the norl:r switcl, tils is &
faciug-1oint switch for covthbourd trairs ond leads off the
L.a11. btrack throa¢h a oo 20 turncut ©eo the west A Toathing
the poiut of agccidents Tre, the north the.e 1s 1 37cuve S0

the right 4,479 feet in lerghh, follicwed by more tharn 4,000
fect O tangeny, thc accident occurring oo t
ot 979y TFeet fror. 1ts noTthern ena. The gra
Tor southoowund t1ala3, beine 0.67 pe1 cent ab

accrdent, The switch-staut 18 lecatece on the encrueran's s1ds
ot 5 south-cound Yrainm, the nmight 1ndicatzons ol tiuc switoa-
i1zt are red wher the switch is lined for the paosing tradk,

™

and greern. hen lined for the main track. Thie vieas 1
obstructea. Tne veatner waus cleal at the tme of tae -.ccolaers,
which occirred at about 9.50 p.u.

Desoription.

ound 1 assengsy trean Yoo 108 consastew of 1 awdll
& &

Car, i Laggage car, 1 coach, 1 chaii Cal, wiw Ll LN siee) —
ing cars, 111 the croer na.ea, haulea by gagrng 550G, anl was
ir cnasge of Conguctor Savery ana Ing._en fic.ce, This tran
: v.tl.,dabous 3 Lin-—
y

Y2l
1aseed Levy, 1.4 wiles fiom foey, 87 2037
T

- ¥
utes lule,nsaded 13 ab the soudi 11337 of ~28 posoiny] $ICa
at felov for the jur ose of rLeeiing tren o 105, i atcord-



ence witl a tIiain ocider, vas brought to = s350p or the siding
2l4 feet scutn of the north bW;tCﬂ at ahot 9.0 p.m., and
vhiie standing at vhis voirt 1te head enu was gtruck by
troain llo. 103,

Southbound 1 assenger tisir Wo.l03, corsisted of 1 rall
car, 1 Ligg-z= ¢z, 2 coauches, 1 SHELT CLT, 1 dining; caz, and
1 visiness car, i th T name l,heltlew by engine 553,14

was 1n caarge of Corduc Freenan ald Lnglu,mar Lernan.
Tris trian IabWEd ilerche, £.18 niles frou Awnor,as ©.23 1 .10
3 hours ana 13 mairutes la entered the nurzh HWltCh of the
Tassing tracs at Arboyv, and ur¢19 toavellrs . a spPed 65—
tiwated uO ha - beswn aoout &b wiies e a7ur coilidew 'iith
train lNo. 108

The force of the 1.7 .ct q1ove T
seve.nl 1eet, cadly dana’ln: wotn englies ,their front ends
belg crushed -~na i1rterlocred, tae ¢~ #’ grgire 5bd4 vas de-
molished anc the cac of €rglre SoUb vas aislocabea. The
teacer of eugine H55e4, “ne Filst cax 1nm t.ss tican,and tuoe
forwaia truck of tae sectindcar wsre derailed, the cer re-
Lalning nright ALl of tne cars ir both trains wese
&amuged v the Torce of the impacs. Tne er:lovees killed wers
the enginevan and f:irewer. of train 1 o0. 1UB.

a.n lo. 205 backwaias
1

( Swwary of evideuce.
Ehgfhéman Lainnan of train No. 103 st
1ng fnboy e first scundew the weetirg 1 cint o
Cro.ne whistle, and then the scation 51¢nal,hs hao ieduced
tue speed of train Mo 103 wo aboud 25 riles per noar as 1t
TCcuLGet the sucve,on asccount of the order to niest tral.
He. 206, He saw the switch ligkt wurcn was giesn when
e vas 8 or 10 telsgrapn joles awzay and he recelved o llAana-
lenverr jTecead siznel froar 3o e dae on the pain STali,uenr
the suitch-stuna, at wh.och tine ths switoh light weos disyliay-
ing & green i1adicat- on, he ;cknouleaged thls slgn oy tvo
clasts of the engine viastle and o, ered the shrotile o —a-
creabe speed. When abcut three of four car-iengths Ircor the
switch-stanw, he sag the switch-lignt was Ted arnt he inme-
diately ap,li=ed the a1r braxes 1n eaeIlgency, JwipiLg LTor the
firersn's sids of she cIb cu3t tefo.e the acciaent ocou.red,
Eng.renan Lannan sested that toe os Flight ¢f train No. 108
vas dinview vhen ke first sewv 1%, Jas of toe ouznion that the
erelLersy apylication ¢of tle air braiss dia oot tale effect
1rorerly owing ¢ the tralz lire not bovine o-mn Juoly 12~
charged Irom tne tiuwe of fuie prici ayy licueb.on made £0 Lring
ne train wnasr control. wraobt tne nand carters 10s88cd sigral
given trowm a point near vuae switci~stond wes 3ucCh 25 an
ert luorse 1n trin servise woull wive, thet the don wio gave
thlg sigrai wore a uniforw cay znd cziried a tantesn 1r hre
hernd, crossed the mairn lire to the east s_de of the truck,
standing on a small erbAankwmeont alnost opfp 081te the switcl. as
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the eng=ne jasssd, but he covid not 1osi1tively a1dentify him.

Statenents of the fireman ,r c¢t:-celly corroborated those
of Enginemen Lanr.an. Several weuwbels nf both train clews
saw the green indication of the switch light as train No. 103
was 8y proaching. Conuuctor Freeman estinaved the syoed
when entering the switch to have been between 20 and 35 miles
as hour.

Inspection of tne switeh ana its 2,nurltenances i1nmmealate-
ly after the accident,the fifth car of train Wo. 103 havirg
corie to rest standong over the switeh-points,dirclosed tuat
the switen was l.ined for the passing track, the light dis-
1iaying a red 1indication, the lock Iying on the west side
of the head btlock tie,unlocked,tle lever in the socket and
latched, and the points frtting rroperly, there wes no
indlcation of malicious tanpelring.

Train Porter Talley, of troim No 108, statea that hig

Yaln stopved on the passing track at Arboy about « or 5 car
lengths south of the clearance point ,and the switch-light at
the rorth end of this siding was at that tire displaying a
green indication. Abouvt © o1 3 minuwes after coming to a

stor he saw the reflection of the heaulight of the soutlicound
LTain; he got down from the right side of the engine with a
lenterr, but did rect look at the switcl-lipght, and startea
girectiy ac.oss ihe miain toocrjwhen he hea reached whovt the
center of the mair trock he saw the southtound traln bead in
at the north switch, and he then T-a across tne teack eud
tTied to clirb the tank. Train Porser Talley stzted positive-
ly that he did nct open os go near the saitch, and that ne
did not give the scuthbound $rim 2 Tana lantern pruceed
signal. He did rol see aay one in the v.og.nmity of the switch.
He wore his uniform c¢2j., 'thile ke weo Lo the engine cab he
heard trean o, 103 zound the station nnistle signal wnen 1t
was dbout & mile agay, but he did roc Ssink re had tine %o
Lave reached vhe s.iteh after his T reir stciipsd wnd Lefore
the airival of tzain No. 103.

Corductor Saverv, of train No.l0%6, stated the engire of
his trzin stoppea about three—car-lenguns soush of the siding
ciealance joint, and was stand.ng at this poiat abont o o1 &
rinutes bpefore the accident occurred. He thought that rnot
enough time elapsed, tetween the time his train stojreu or
the siding and the arrival of tr«in Ho. 103, for the porter
T0 Lwve lineéa the switch involved. At the tiae of the acci-
dert he wvas at the rear enu of the troin. He went forwa:d,
mel Train Porter Talley at gbouft the mear end of the tenaer
and askea him 17 he had *hrown the switch; he cenieua this
and gtated he had noc been near the switon.
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Flagman Tucket, of train Mo. 100, said that before
the accidernt he Jcooked forwerl and saw the green switch
indication, and at that time a man 1o ke thought was
Porter Talley was standing on the grcounil about opposite
the engine. After the collzision he vent forward and
met Porter Talley opposite the chair czr. He 414 not
think there was tiae after Li1ia train stooped on the
si1ding for the portar to nave gone to ths switch and
gotten back to ihe point where he met haim.

Train Auditor !11ller stated that 1t was about 6
minutes fror the time train No, 103 stopned until the
accident occarred.

Railway 'lail Clerk Lucas, who was oa train Ne. 1045,
stated that i1mmediately after the aceilient he went for-

ward and met Train Portsar Talley aoout ovposite the
engines.

General Superintendent Brooks, who 'vag riding on
train Wo. 103, 2t the time of the accident, statzd that
after rounding the curve approaching Amboy he heard tae
two dlasts of the engine whaistle sounded oy Engirsman
Lannan and he noted the engineman began t0 use stean.
After running a distance vhicsa he estimated to be be-
tween 800 and 800 feet the bralkes were applied 1n
emergzency and in less than 30 seconis the collision
occurred. He r1mmed:atelv medzs an investigation. The
switeh vas lined for the siding, tae switch light was
red, and the switch-lock lay on *the scuth head block.
Engineman Lannan told him that the two olasts of the
whistle were in answer to a high ball out that shortly
after he opensd the throtitle ne saw the switch had been
turned to shov red and a man vatn a lantern was running
across the track. He also questioned Conductor Savery
and Porter Talley of train No, 106, ani came to the
ccnclusaon  that train No. 108 stopped on the siding
suificiently ain adrancz of the arrival of train No. 103
to permit Porter Talley to go to the swatch; that he
unl ocked the switch Dreparatory to throving 1t after
train Wo. 103 passz1i, aal when that train apnroached he
epened the switch 1n a moment of absentmindedness or
confusion.

The last train t¢ use this switch prior to the
accldent was southoound freignt train No. 187, at about
5 p.m. of the day of the acciient 1t 2sntersl the siding
in order to meet a northbouni passsnzer train. Souin-
bound freight train We. 167 vassed over octh switches
of the passing track at Amooy, using the maia line, a%
about 8:2C p.m., Jhile northbound passenger train No.
118 also passed Am0y at adbolt 9.30 p.a.
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Conclusioas.

T- 3 ancrienid '=2s cavse’ -y a svisck osing openei
in front of an aniroacning TTaEln.

The i1nvestigatiosn estaniishad thz fact that the
switch 1nvolved in thisz zcciilent woz opensd just before
train do, 103 reacshed 1t. 4 rumler of emplovass saw
the green lisht, indicating that v 4as clused, n»=fors
the accident, tns engineuman and firenan of train No, 103
saw tne red indicaviom,indicating trhat the switch was
open, ,ust ocelore Sneir train eaterel 1%, ani the smitch
7as found latched 1n open position after the acciaent
ocourrad, Circumstances strorgly inlicete that Irain
Porter Tallevy vas the gan who operateil the switch. I
vas his oaty to open the switch after tiesin No, 103
passe i, itn2 switch lock was unlockel, Tequiring the usse
of a switcn key, aal wvas lying on the healblock as
thouzh the one wno opsratel the svitch expected to use
1% 2zain, he ~ore a uniform cap and carried a white
lantern, as 411 the man whe, acco-ding to Engineman
Lannan, vas staniiaz near the svitcn and zave a procesl
gignal as nis train avproache i, ani 1t 18 oelizved he
had sufiicisat time 10 0 S“rom tns engins of train No,
1Ce to the switch osfore train Vo, 103 arrived. Porter
Talley 1s toe only man known to have osen on the zround
a1t the heal end of train Wo, 10c boifore train No. 103
arrivel, The enginerman ani farsman of train No. 108
who may have knom something of ihe morements of Porter
Talley were ooth ki1lled in the acecilsn®, other membsers
of the crew of this train 311 not ses Portsr Talley
aftecr the acciient untal a verioi of time had elapsed
which would probaecly have pzrmitsel him to return to his
train from a point near the switch. Wotwithstanding
this circumstantial evidencs, Irain Portsr Talley deniel
that he operatel or went near the switch »pricr to the
accidenty,

Train Porter Talley hatl heen 1n the service of the
company for approximately tvo yeure, 'vith a clear recori,
and Gensral Superaintendent Brcoks statei that he has
nevsr bzsn known to be malicious or carelesas.

Al] of the other employeszs 1nvelved Tare 2xperiencec
men. At the time of the acciieat trz crev of train No,
106 had beea on 3uily less than 1 hour, and the crswv of

train Jo, 103 less than 8 hours, »revious to vhich *hay
had begen off duty mors than 13 houras.

Respectfully submittzi,
M, P, 20RLATID,

Diractor.



