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INTERSTATE COhhiT'CE COriMISSini. 

ITPOKT OF TIiF DtpFCTOP OF nJFF 3U1TAU C-F SAFFTY II FF If V r S ^ I -
GATIOF OF AN ACCIDENT MUCH OCCURRED ON THF MISSOURI 
PACIFIC R/ lLrC/D AT A I ^ O v RFGFhBFr ] 5, 1&23. 

FebruEry 16, 19L<t 

To the Commission: 

On December 15, It. £3, t he re was a heaa-end c o l l i s i o n 
between t w o passenger t r a i n s on the l i issouri P a c i f i c Railroad, 
at Amboy, Ar^ , r e s u l t m g m the death of Z employees tx d I 
t respasser ,and tne m j t i y of 155 passengers ,4 other j e i s o r . s , 
and 8 emj loyees 

Locat ion ana method of o p e r r t i o n . 

Tiiis accident o c c t i i e c on the Van Bairn D i s t r i c t of the 
Cent ia l D i v i s i o n , extending between Van Huron and L i t t l e 
Rockj, A r k a d i s t rnce or 153 . ci9 n i l e s , m the v i c i n i t y of 
the p oir.t of accident t m s i s a smgJ c- t r ?_ch l i n e over m i c h 
t r a in s are operated b y t i i e - t s b - e , t i a m orders , and a mani1^! 
b l o c K - s i g n a l sysien . T ine - t ab l e d i r e c t i o n s are used m t h i s 
r e p o r t . This accident occi m e d on the j. r s c m g track at Air/boy, 
at a p o i r t 314 fee t south of the north swi tch, ti i s i s a 
f a c m g - j omt switch f o r coithbourd t r a m s rxid leads o f f the 
mam track throafh a No * 10 turnout t o the wsat - reaching 
the p o i n t of accident f r c , the north the±e i s i 3 - C u r v e t o 
the r igh t J,^79 f ee t in l eng th , f o l l o w e d by more than 4^,000 
fee t of tangent , the accident occurr ing on t h i s tangent at a 
po in t y?9 f e e t from i t s ncrtnern end. The grade i s descending 
f o r southbound t i a m s , being 0.67 pei cent at the i omt of 
acc ident , The s\'-it ch-st aud i s l o c a t e d on the engmeL an ' s side 
o f a soutn-coand t r a m , the night i nd ica t ions of tne cwitcn-
l i g h t are red when the switch i s l i n e d for the m c s m g t r ack , 
a n d green men l i n e d f o r the mam t rack , m e v ie - j i s un­
obs t ructed . Tne ^eotiicr V a B c l e a r at the tme of tne acc iden t , 
which ooc irred at about 9,50 p.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

hoithbuund } assenger t i a m I'o . 105 cons is ted of 1 mdil 
c^r, 1 bexgmge c a i , 1 coach, 1 cha i i C _ L I , m l £ Pullman sleej_ -
i i ig c a r s / i n the orosr na^ea, nauloa by eagme 5508,and v,aa 
m cndxge of Conductor Savery ana Eng.__o^ an n e i c e , This tr-an 
i a s D e a Levy , 1 ^Z males f i cm"Amcm — t ,37 p.m.,about 3 min­
utes l£jte,necided m at the sot th c u e " of m e passmt; t r ^ C r . 
at Atl oy f o r the purpose of meeting t r a m m , 103, I I L accord-

1017. 



ar.ce v.ith a t i a m c i d e r , \ as brought t o a stop or_ t l ie s i d i n g 
5l4_-_ f e e t scutn of the north switch at aooi t 9.^5 p ,iia, and 
v h i l e standing at t h i s point i t s head enu wag s t ruc t by 
t r a i n IIo - 103 -

Southbound i asbpn^er t i a i r No.103, coi l i s t e d of 1 n a i l 
ca r , 1 b igg_g^ car , 2 coaches, 1 enair car , 1 d in ing ea: , and 
1 business car, m the order name I ,hpule^ lj engine 5bl-,cj_d 
was in cnarge of Cor duct or Preen an ai.a Enginemar. Lcjnian. 
Tri& xr= ir> t a ssed Ilarche, 6.15 r a l e s frou Atooy ,a t 9.4.3 T .n , 
3 hours ana 13 minutes l a t e , enterea the north srwitcli of the 
passing; t r a c : ac Arboy, and. n/nile t r a v e l e r g au a speed e s ­
t imated t o ha ' t been about ^5 rr i les ar nour c o l l i a e a wi th 
t r a i n J O . J O S . 

The fo r ce of the ^ct m o v e t r a m IIo . 1C6 backwards 
seve ra l i e e t , oactly dariapar.g j o t n e n g i n e s , t h e i r front ends 
be ing crushed tna i r t e r l o c n e d , tne c b of e r g m e 5 5 ^ was de­
molished ana the cac of ei-gme 5o06 td i a i s l o c a t e a . The 
tenaei of engme 55^4t, tne f u s t c^i m t_as t i n m , a n d tne 
forwaia trucn of tne sectndcar were d e r a i l e d , the c a r r e -
mainung ei r i gh t A l l of tne cars in both t r a i n s were 
damaged by the force of the impaco „ Tne er-^loyees k i l l l e d were 
the engmeman and f: reman of t r a i n I o . 106. 

r Sutiuary of evidence «. 

Engme'riian I-annan of t r a i n N o . 103 s ta toa tnat a i i r u a c t -
tng Amboy he f i r s t sounded the u e e t u g } c m t s igna l on the 
engme w h i s t l e , and then the s t a t i on s igna l , h s hau icduced 
tne speed of t r a m No 103 to about ^5 r u l e s ^er noar as i t 
rouncled the curve,on account oi tne order to rieet t r a n . 
IIo . 106. He si.; the switch l i g h t uwi cn was gieen when 
he ''as 8 or 10 t e ] egra^n j o les away and he r e c e i v e d a h an O r ­
i ent e m i rccesa s igna l frcr 3 d e one on the mam tro-cnaienr 
the si . i t ch-st j i a , at wh_i oh time tne switch l i g h t wjo disi l a y ­
ing a green i n d i c a t i o n , he acknowledged t h i s sign u. by two 
nlas ts of the engine wh i s t l e and opened the t h r o t t l e t o i n ­
crease sx^eed- When about th ree or foi^r e a i - l eng ths I ron the 
swi tch-s tana, he saw the s w i t c h - l i g n t was red ana he imme­
d i a t e l y appl ied the a i r brakes jn eaergency, ]uni^mg from the 
f i r enan ' a s ide of tne ceb ;ust befo_e the accident occurred, 
Engxienan Lannan seated that tne ne^dl ight ci t i a m Ho. 106 
was d i M i e a when he f i r s t saw i t , »;db of tne opinion that the 
e t e i g e r e y a i j l i c a t i o n cf the a i r bral es d ia net take e f f e c t 
1 roj e r l y owing t o the tr^ai. l i r e not havmp* r'-m f u l l y i e -
charged i rot i tne t i u e cf ti-e p r i c i a t u l i c o t i O " ; made t o b r i n g 
the t r a m unaer c o n t r o l , tnat tnc nand j.arterr. A roceeu. s igna l 
gt jpn from a point near the sv;:t ch~st c nd «c„i such ari 
ecT l o y e e in t r a i n s e r v i c e wo^ ld give; , that tne j ^ n wno ga^s 
t h i s s igna l wore a uniform caj. and c a i r i e d a -Lantern in h: s 
hand, crossed the mam l i n e t o the east srae of the t r uck , 
standing on a spa l l embankment aln.ost o ^ o s i t e the switch a<3 
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the engine \ assed, "but he could not T o s ^ t i v e l y i d e n t i f y him. 

Statements of the fireman ±,r c t : c E ~ l l y cor robora ted those 
of Eiigmeji ic-n Lannan. Several members of both t r a i n crews 
saw the green i nd i ca t i on of the sv.itoh l i g h t as t r a i n No. 105 
was a jproacmng. Conductor Freeman estimated the speed 
when en te r ing the sui t oh t o have been between 30 and 3b mi les 
as hour„ 

Inspec t ion of tne switch ana i t s a t,t,urt enances lmneaiate-
l y a f t e r the acc iden t , the f i f t h cai of t r a i n No. 103 having 
cone t o res t standing over the sv.it ch-point s, d i s c lo sed tnat 
the switcn was l m e d fo r the passing t r e c k , the I j g h t d i s ­
p l a y i n g a red i n d i c a t i o n , the lock l y i n g on the west side 
of the head b lock t i e , u n l o c k e d , t h e l e v e r in the socket and 
l a t ched , and the j,oj.nts f i t t i n g p r o p e r l y , there w^s no 
m a i c a t i o n cf mal ic ious tampei ing. 

T ram Por te r T a l l e y , of t r a m No 106, s ta tea that hib 
t r a m stopped on the passing track at Anboy about ^ or 5 car 
lengths south of the clearance p o i n t , and the swit c h - 1 1 girt at 
the i^orth end of t h i s s id ing was at that t i p e d i sp l ay ing a 
green i n d i c a t i o n , About oi 3 manures a f te r coming t o a 
stop he saw the r e f l e c t i o n of the headl ight of the southbound 
t r a i n ; he got do\/n from the r ight s ide of the engine with a 
l an te rn , but did net look at the s w i t c h - l i g h t , and b tar tea 
d i r e c t l y across the t a i n trac>;when he h^a reached about the 
center of the mair. tr:.ck he sa,; the southbound t r a m neac. in 
at the north switch, and he then r i n across tne t rack dnd 
t r ied , t o cli . tb the bank. T ram Por t e r T a l l e y scc ted p o s i t i v e ­
l y that he did not open or go near the s,\itoh, and that ne 
d id not g i v e the southbound t r i n a hana lantern proceed 
s i g n a l . He d id not see any one m the v . c ^ i t y of the &v/itch. 
He wore h i s uniform cap, ' /hi le he wa^ m the engine cab he 
heard t r a i n Ko. 103 .sound the s t a t i o n M i i t t l e s igna l wnen i t 
was about a mi le a.fay, but he d id noc think l e had t i n e t o 
have reached Lhe switch a f te r his t r e m s t o r e d and be fo re 
the a i n ; a l of t i a i n Uo. 103. 

Conductor Savory, of t r a i n No .106, s t a t ed the engine of 
h i s t r a in stopped about t h ree -ca r - l eng tns south of the s id ing 
c iea iance j o i n t , ana was standing at t h i s poin t about 3 oi 4 
minutes b e f o r e the accident occu i red . He thought tnat not 
enougn t ime elapsed, between the t ime his t r a i n stopped cp 
the s id ing and the a r r i v a l of t r c i n No . 103, for the po r t e r 
t o h^ve I m e a the switch i n v o l v e d . At the tiuie of the a c c i ­
dent he vas at the rear ena of the t r ~ i n . He went forwazd, 
wet T r a m Por t e r T a l l e y at about the ioear er.d of the tender 
and asks a. hiir: i f he had thrown the switch; he aenieu t h i s 
and s t a t ed he had noc been near the swi tch . 
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Flagman Tucket, of t r a m ?To. 10oj said that before 
the accident he looked forward a n d jaw the green switch 
i n d i c a t i o n , and at that tirse a n a n ./ho he thought was 
Por te r T a l l e y was standing on the ground about opposi te 
the engine . A f t e r tne c o l l i s i o n h e v~ent forward and 
net Por te r T a l l e y opposi te the ch ai 7 c ar. He d id not 
think there was t i . t e a f t e r h is t r a m stopped on the 
s id ing f o r the por ter t o nave gone to the switch and 
go t t en back to the po in t where he met him. 

T r a m Audi tor M i l l e r s ta ted that i t was about 5 
minutes froir the time t r a m No. lOd stopped u n t i l the 
accident occurred. 

Railway Mail Clerk Lucas, who was o n t r a i n No, 106, 
s t a t ed tnat immediately a f t e r the accident he went f o r ­
ward and met T r a m Po r t e r T a l l e y aoout opposi te the 
engines . 

General Superintendent Brooke, who was r i d i n g on 
t r a m No. 103, at the time of the acc ident , s t a t ed that 
a f t e r rounding the curve approaching Amboy he heard tne 
two H a s t s of the engine t h i s t l e sounded Dy Engmeman 
barman and he noted the engineman began to use steam. 
A f t e r running a dis tance vhicn he es t imated to be be­
tween 600 and 800 f e e t the brakes were appl ied in 
emergency and m l e s s than 30 seconds the c o l l i s i o n 
occurred. He immediatelv msde an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The 
switch was l i n e d f o r the s id ing , tne switch l i g h t w a B 
red , and the switch-1 ock l a y on t h e s o ^ t h head block. 
Hngmeman Lannan t o l d him that t h e t u o o las t s of the 
w h i s t l e were m answer to a high ball out that shor t ly 
a f t e r he opened the t h r o t t l e n e saw the switch had been 
turned t o shov red ani a man v i th a lantern was running 
across the t rack. He a l so questioned Conductor Savery 
and Por ter T a l l e y o f t r a m No, 106, and came to the 
conclusion that t r a m No. 106 stopped on the s id ing 
s u f f i c i e n t l y m advance o f the a r r i v a l of t r a m No. 103 
to permit Po r t e r T a l l e y to go to the switch; that he 
unl ocked the switch preparatory to throwing i t a f t e r 
t r a m No. 103 passed, and when that t r a m approached he 
©penea the s.vitch m a moment of absentTnmdedness or 
confusion. 

The l a s t t r a m t o use t h i s switch p r i o r to the 
accident was southoound f r e i g h t t r a m No. 197, at about 
5 p.m. of the day of the accident i t entered the s id ing 
i n order t o meet a northbound passenger t r a m . South­
bound f r e i g h t t r a m No. 167 massed over ooth switches 
of the passing track at Amooy, using the mam l i n e , at 
about 8:20 p.m. , .vhil e northbound passenger t r a m No. 
118 a l so passed Am boy at abort 9.30 p.m. 



Conclusioas* 

Tt g an lent w^s caused "<y a s vi tch oemg openei 
an f ron t of an approaching T r a m . 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n es tab l i shed ths f ac t that the 
switch i n v o l v e d m tn i s a c c i ient wa,3 openei just before 
t r a m No, 10 3 reached i t . :\ numDer of employees saw 
the green l i s h t , i nd i ca t i ng that i t *a s c l o s e r , oefore 
the acc iden t , tne engineman and f i r e nan of t r a m No. 103 
saw tne red i n d i c a t i o n , i n d i c a t i n g that t h e switch was 
open, just oefore t ne i r t r a m entered i t , a n i the switch 
was found l a t ched m open p o s i t i o n a f t e r the acciaent 
occurred. Circumstances s t rongly ind ica te that T r a m 
Por t e r T a l l e y v a s the .nan who operated the switch. I t 
vas h i s outy to open the switch a f t e r t i s m No» 103 
parsed, t n e switch l o c k was unlocked, r equ i r ing the use 
of a switcn key, and was l y i n g on the headblock as 
though the one wno operated the switch expected to use 
i t again , he --ore a uniform oap and c a r r i e d a whi te 
l an t e rn , d i d t h e man who, according to Engineman 
Lannan, was standing near the switcn and gave a proceed 
s ignal a s n i s t r a m approached, and i t i s o e l i e v e d he 
h a d s u f u c i e n t t i m e t o go f r o m t n e engine of t r a m No. 
10b to the switch oefore t r a m No, 103 a r r i v e d . Por ter 
T a l l e y i s tne only nan known to have oeen on the ground 
at the head end of t r a m No, 10o before t r a m No. 103 
a r r i v e d . The engmeman and fireman o f t r a m No. 106 
who nay have known something of t h e movements of Por te r 
T a l l e y were ootli k i l l ed in t h e aocidsnt , other members 
of the crew of th is t r a m d i d n o t s e e S o r t e r T a l l e y 
a f t e r the accident u n t i l a t e n o i of time had elapsed 
which would probably have permit ted him to re turn to h i s 
t r a i n from a poin t near the switch. Notwithstanding 
t h i s c i rcumstant ia l ev idence , Tram Por te r T a l l e y denied 
that he operated or went near t h e switch p r i o r t o the 
acc ident . 

T r a m Po r t e r T a l l e y had been m the s e rv i ce of the 
company f o r approximately two years , with a c l ea r record , 
and General Superintendent Brcoks s ta ted that he has 
never been knoim to be mal ic ious or ca re l e s s . 

A l l of the other employees invo lved irere experienosc 
men. At tne time of the accident t n e crew of t r a m No. 
106 had been on duty l e s s than 1 hour, and the c rev of 
t r a m No, 103 l e s s than 8 hours, previous to which they 
had been of f duty more than 13 hours. 

Respec t fu l ly submit!, e d , 

T1h P . 30RLAND, 

Direct or . 


