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IKTLi.STAT- COMî 'FCE CCA'jMlSSIOa 

KEPO^l OF IHE DIRECTOR 0* ThE j -URHaJ OF SAFETl IN RE INVES
TIGATION OF AF AOCTDEMr iT/BIOH OCCUhFED OK THE LINE OF 
THE SOUTHERJ PACIFIC OOLPA^i ^1 K I R K , ORE., ON DECEMBER 
3, 1933. 

January 28, 1924. 

To the Ooimi88ion. 

On Jecember 3, 1933, there was a s iae c o l l i s i o n 
between two f r e i g h t t r a ins on the l i n e o f the Southern Pac
i f i c Company a t Kirn., Ore . , Atiich resul teu m tne aeath of 
two eL.plojt=es aria tne injury of one employee. 

Locat ion and ^etnod o f opera t ion . 

In i s accident occurrea on tnat par t of the Weea 
saou.ivision of t h e Shasta D i v i s i o n , extending between 
Klamatn 5 . l i s ana rCiik, Ore . , a a is tancs of 40.7 o . i l es . In 
the v i c i n i t y of t h e po in t of accident t n i s i s a s i n g l e -
track l i n e over waich t r a ins are ope ia tea by t ime- tab le and 
trail* orders , no b l o c t - s i g n a l sy stem Ceing in use. The ac
c ident occurrea at a po in t 631 f e e t west o f tne s t a t ion at 
Kirk , at a switch l eaa ing to the east l e g of the w> e at that 
p o i n t . Approaching KirK from tne \vest tne track i s tangent 
ana l e v e l l o r a distance o f 79b.1 f e e t to tne west switch 
of u . t ^ a s s m s t rack, rtiich i s usea as a luam track fo r a 
dis tance of 1,505 fee t to tne house track switch; the nouse 
t rack i s t n e n u t i l i z e a a& c a m t r a c K f o r an ada i t iona l d i s 
tance of approximately 1,700 f e e t to tne switch connecting 
i t again " i t n the passing t rack, jshich m tarn connects 
m t n tha rraia tracjc ,iust be> ona tn i s p o i n t ; tne passing 
and house t racks , except ing at turnouts at switches, are 
tangent and cn a s l i g h t l y descending grade for eastbouna 
iroveicents, va ry ing irom 0.3 to 0,4 per cent . I t was dark 
ana t n e veatner was c l ea r at the time of tne acciaent , flhicu 
occurrea oet ,eeri 3.35 and 6.40 p.m. 

Desoript ion. 

Eastooana f r e i g h t t r a in extrd. 2d4c, cons i s t i ng 
of IS cart, ana a caooose, in charge of Conductor Hughes ana 
Engmeman Jcutes, a i r i v e d at i l irk at about 6 p.m. As a l l of 
the t races no u useu a.s a a m t races were olockea with cars , 
i t .ncis aeciaea to p lace the cars of t n i s t r a i n on one of 
tns i ndus t r i a l spars east o i the s t a t ion The t r a in vvas 
brau^nt to a stop on tne pass ing tracrt oet^een tne switches 
o f t h e A^e t racks , m a the engine and one car were uetacnea 
ana proceeaea east^ara to the indus t r i a l spur ana proper 
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si,aC£ r e p ^ r e a , a f t ; r auch c n c e m u e ana car returnee 
to tr.-.. east y e - t r a O K o 71 ten, ^asoea mcund on tne "ye and 
c o a p l s i tc the r e a r o f the c r ^ i n =mci began p t snm^ tne care 
east ftdr a, i t ,-a.o *nl ie t n i s ' c v e m n t 'vas oemg i^aae that 
the nead Car c o l l i a e a vii i tn -vcrk ea t ra 3^39. 

aien i t a i r i v e a at kir&, com e x t r a £439 n a a 
f o u r cars a c t a e n ^ a to t n e r s ^ of t h e e n ^ m e m i f i v e c m s 
c o u l l e a tc tne neaa eua , a;a ±n o r a e r to u i s v o s - c f tn^, 
f i v e c m s anea^j. of tne engine i t 1.0.1 tea. u n t i l engine £0*6 
nau i i.ubheu c a te ." at tiie eao" m a o f n , o y a r a ana naa 
s t a i t e ^ co return to l t o xra-n; e m r a i<s39 tnen l e f t tne 
l i v e o ^ r s c a o n e 01 tne a^ar t m c ^ o , o a C k e a jSot .rc*XQ. t O A a r ^ . 
t u e o i i tcn l e a a i i ^ to t n e a-.-at l e g d tne ^ e , ana m i l e 
Odwiing ir_ at t n i s stfi:cn t n c c a r i n a vai c o r n e u a tae 
aeau car of t^ora GO 4b. 

T_* _ to rse of t n e c o l l i s i c a a e ^ c l i o i i e a t u e l ^ f t 
o i a e o f t n c CaO c f ^ i _ 6 m c o ^ o d . li~e 1 ix s t cm a.i\u. tue 101-

r a i a tiuoiL m u i U ftcC^.ja car e l e„.tra ib4o Tere a e r a i l - ^ , 
t a ^ f i i o t c~r to-L&tainin^ e m ^ i a e r a c l e u^j-a^^ Tue employee* 
K i l l e a . i r e U t . e.± bine^an aiu u r e i a a n 01 t - i g , i n e <223tf. 

Sum* a i , 01 s T i a e n o e . 

braiejna^ Brj ^ a t , o- e x t i a ia4c, s t a t e s ti_at 
extra, ^3ar ^ r n v e ^ m l c hm - ^ l a e c a ^ ^ e a i n c l e m i n f o 

a t i c c i for i t o t r a m at tne eastern e n ^ of tne yard, ana 
Bi^eaai- i . 1 in of tn^-t t i a i u c ^ e t o a i e r e ne rcao worKin^ 
m a ii .forj.ea am. tnat ex t ra 3^39 <tou1m. i c l l o * ex t r a 36*6 
'ssu aru cL'j. c i l u then ^o n a o c lear cn t n = ter 
nich en f e me 3£4t6 coula men m o v e i t s c m s o> on the noubt 

tr^cjr ana in to c l ea r on tuc muUot r i a l s^t-r, to ^nich ar-
i m g . a c n t r e assentba. nnen n i s e c & i n e reacnea tne vy e-
traOA. s T i t c n , or i t s toTu. r.cvau ent, B r as-cam Bryant 
got o f f at t m s niton ma as t. e engine |"assea aim n c c a l l -
ea to Broker* an Hoxie tnat ne ,cuia loca cat fo r tne ue^a 
e n d 01 tne cuu &ftm tne t r a i n ,a^» ccuplea, a i i e n a = 
acknc l eagea anaeis toca Oy Braicuan H o A i e . Engine £339 
at tnat 112.d = ^ i t c n i n & near tn.. oast en^ of the nouse-
t racL switch, a A 5 rale era an Br j ant 3a.ia a s mtenaeu h o l a m g 
m s t r a i l -est of t ne ~~ - o . ' i c o n u n t i l ex t ra <s2>39 m t c 
c l ea r c n t h e , 2 m m x . 1 n e n ; . . 6 i . a reacnea & l r c i n o 
cOOut s i x ci ioVda c m l^i.^tas f r c i ti.^ sj\itc^ cn ,̂.. 
tra^.^ s i m c U - S i n . i s cX i i i ^ t.j at uA. „ t r m ^ n as c lea r , out at» 
ex t ra A i c i u _ tne s t i ^ c u a i ^ a n c—^ine ^ c ± o 
soaua i.nic-c auart g 1 ^ u 3 Oi. t - .e u l i a i u b , a i o t l ; oaa tne 
bacjc'-ara . o v j i en c „ i o e-rn t r a m otmt^u. , 0-1^ a e ^ i t e 
&to; o 1 m - 1 3 i v e . . 0j . i i i i u a t i l - 1 o 1 1 gat ^ a o & x t i i i b a = f i O u , 
coa i i r a i j * e . . _ ^ck: m i t i l t r . : a c _ ^ e m cornerea e^^me ^^39. 
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Brakeman Hoxie, of ex t ra saia that a f te r 
Ins engine had made the turn cn the iv,, e and coupled to the 
caboobe s he looked f o r b i d ir_ the a i r e e t i o n of the "?ye-
track twitch and not seeing any s igna l s from that end he 
gave the eng • *ie*r an a D a c i - " i p ©igual 1 com hi b p o s i t i o n at zr.c 
caboose* tfiion '7a s crt^c u.loagca by t i v e e oUtsts of tne 
engine .vhis t le , a f te r an in te rva l of <?bout one ana one-naif 
or tffo rcinutes "he bd/^t^ard ovoi^nt r as s tar teu, and as 
tnere v as only anew, L5 f j e t c 1 earcuiee at the east vy e-
t r.tck s m toh, tne col t 1 3 1 0 1 1 cocurrea almost itn edi^-tely 
a f te r the t ~ a m haa s t a r t ed . B_-axeman Hoxie said ne thought 
tne engmeman xoul a. n i t move "until r e c e i v e d a s igna l froiu 
the head end, the backup t h i s t l e s igna l nieielv oemg in
formation to 5 rake a aii Bryant tnat tney *ere ready to move. 

î ng merman Jc_red„ of e x t r a £848^ saia upon r e 
c e i v i n g a s i g r a l tio.n -3raiLemo.n Hoxie ne oounded tne bao^-uv" 
s igna l Ox, u i e i i C o t l t ; an^ afxsr a snort delay of a minute 
or two t o p u i i c up x.ie t r a m l j i c , ne s*u^.%ea the backward 
movement, ^n«w notnm^ cf tne ar raiigecient oetween Brake-
men Bryant i r a Srr ta_, anu tua not see t-ie stop s igna l s *hich 
Brakeman S r ^ n t c la i - .s to H d V c g iven a f t e r the be.ojL~-up 
vn i s t l e si^n^L was sound 3 d , the i^ r s t knowledge He nad of 
anything vir ig 0 0 1 n̂ , -,nen the c j r Drawees ,e-G appl ied from 
tne head en^ of the t r a in -vnic 1 l a t e r proved, to have been 
due to the angle cook on tne neai car having been broken 
o f f by tne i l d i c t \" n̂ engin j 1253. Conductor Hughes, of 
ex t ra 3848, L 1 0 . gene tc tne s t a t ion "ith ft ay D i l l s and ^new 
nothing concerning tne occurrence of tne acc ident . 

Conductor I : l l y , of ex t r a 22^9, s ta ted that w m l e 
he had not ceen consulted, i e knew of the arrangement be
tween Branemen Pj i tn ana B-y ant and ar pro /ea of tne :ntendec 
rove. He board- 6 the e i g / i . e rise; a minute or two nefore tne 
accident , ana ^ras n c i i ^ or the eng] nem^n* s si£e t a l k i n g to 
Fireman Peno ?

 1 ho rfas hanaiing tne e n ^ i e at that t t&e , 
when they -ere c c i c c d by the cars be ing pu t i ed by engine 
3848. He d ie not near or eae any s -p j i ^ s f cm ermine 38^8 
or i t s c x e i T , The rtateit^r.ts of Smith, of ex t r a 
3339, orought cut no add i t i cna l m i or tat ? on. 

Conclusions. 

Ihe ao33 dent rcas caused by Braketan Hox^e g i v i n g 
Engineman Jaies , of ex.,ra ^S^C. a s igna l to oacK up without 
f i r s t obtaining a s^gnj,! frora the hc^d ena of tne t r a i n in
d i c a t i n g tnat the t r a C K it. a,s c l e ^ x . 
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a l l tnat Brakenan Bryant t o l d Bra&eman Hoxie was 
tha t he .voald L o o k ouc f o r t n c head end of the cut of C a r s , 
but a f t e r the engine h id oeen coupled to the cars Brakeman 
Hoxie gave the engsneican a oarx -tp s igna l , saying ne 
thought the enginenan would a a i t for a s imi la r s igna l from 
the heac ?nd before beginning the irovement. Brakeitan H o ^ e 
i s 'at f a a l t fo r g i v i n g a s ignal t o back the cars u n t i l such 
a s igna l n?d oeen g iven from the head end, unless he had 
personal knowledge that the track ^as c l ea r and the switche 
p r o p e i l y l i n e d i o r the itovement to be made. 

None of tne e'zployces m v o l v e a in t h i s accident 
had oeen on duty m v i o l a t i o n of any of thex p r o v i s i o n s of 
the noura of s e rv i ce law-

Respect fu l ly submitted, 

Vi r\ 3 Q H 1 AiMD 

D i r e c t o r . 


