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INTELSTATZ COnMurFCE CCOuMISEION

REPOR] OF 1HL DIPECTOR O% THE rURFAJ OF 2AFET: IN RE INVES-
I'ZGATION OF AF ACCTDEN! ¢HICE CZCUARFEZD ON THE LINE OF
TEF SOUTEER. PACIFIC COLPANY AT KIFK, ORE,, ON DECEMBER
3, 1933,

Januar, =8, 1924.

To the CScammission.

On Jecemwber 3, 1233, there was 2 slae CcOllislon
betieen Swo freipht Yrains on the line of the Southern Pac-
ifiz Company 2t Kirk, Ore., abhich resultew in the aeath of
tw0 enployses ana tne 1nJury oI ong emwplo)ee.

Location and axetnot: of operaticn.

in1s accident occurrea on tnat part of the Weea
Subuiv1zion of the fhasva Division, extenoing beiween
Klamatn 3 11s ana €13k, Ore., a aisvance of 40.7 miles. In
the wvaicilnity of the point of accident thils 1s a single-
track line over wailch trains are operatza by tilme-table ana
trau. orders, uo block-signal system Csing 1n use. The ac-
¢idznt oscurraa at a polnt 831 fest west of ine station 4t
Kiri, at a switch lewalng to the east leg of the wye at thar
poiat, Approaching Kirg from ine west the track 1s tangent
ana level tor a distacce of 79s.1 feet to tns west switch
0f Thw Lad8510. track, vhich 1s used as a waln track for 4
alstance of 1,505 feet to tne house track swsitch; the nouse
track 1s wren utillizeo as main track for an adaitional dis-
tance of agprovimately 1,700 feet to tne swyitch coanecting
1t agaln rith the passing track, shich i1n turn conaects
Wltn tnz maln tragk Just beyonu tals polnt; the passing
andi house tracks, excepting at turnouts at switches, are
taament and on a slightly descending grede for eastbouna
roverenis, varying I1rom ©.3 to 0.4 per cent., It was dark
ana tne seathoer was clear at the time of the acciaent, wshicu
ccc.rrea pet .2en 5.35 and 6.40 p.m.

Deszription,

Easveoana freight traln satTa 364s, conalsting
0f 18 cars an: « caccose, 1n charge of Conwuctor Hughes ana
Enginewan James, arrived at {13k at about 6 p.m. As all of
the tracws 0. usSeu a8 Lall TTaCKs were oblocked wlth cars,
1Tt 4es 1eciaza VO place tne cars of tails train on one of
ths 1ndustrial spars east or the statilon The train was
brougnt to 4 stop ou tae Padsing tracs oetween tne switciies
0f the #ye tracss, ana the englne and one car were uetachea
and proceécoed ewstwara to the inaustorial spur 4nd pTroper
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3LaCt Jad _fif-red, al%ir which cioc e1zlng ana car raturnec
O tho 2uBT ye-TrawCk sviteh, pasced arcund on the -ye and
€ouplsi to tho Trear of the or.ln zna began rusnin, tne cars

egastaard, 1T aes :nl1le thls rovewent vas 021hg wdas thatl
the aexd car collidea wiftn wCIk z.tiTa 323%.

WEL 1t wirivew Al hirk, ©OTK 2Xila 53300 Dal
foar cars acZacata 10 Tne rzo: of the 2npglas «ni five Curs
COwu; 1€u TC TL€ 4€3d cuu, <0l 14 OTueT I0 wls,08s €I tac
five curs daicaw 0f the 2Lgiae 1T saltea untll 2asine go4d
dau fratshedw =v15C010g 2T a3 ¢as? cuu I L. yalu aliQ 03
staltes 0 r2%urn £0 1To ¥Ta-fj €aTTa acdy thoén loIl toe
TLVS CaTE Ca Sle CI LA spul TIwCEs, OaCki8d 80T vofG TOiaT.
Tuz il legalu, 10 tu& cwat l2g O The ¢, anu valle
DATA Uy 1L ol til3s sA1iChL tas cujind vas COTLET:Q D, Lns
d2ad CaT 1L ©XiTa wodb,

Fl

T.. torze of e collisich Gewcllasled Tue LoITg
wiwe ©f Lhe cap cf Llglic dodo. L€ IiIsT Car alu tue ol

'aluw TLwck of the o€Culiuw Cal €1 2 . TFa sbic 7ele ueTalliy,
Thz flIet Gurl wasbtalula, Suidsléeraltle wawago Tue cuplojs
Killed .2re SfLe €.5102753a0 aduw L1T3Lai. Q) t.axlNe 3359,

[
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Eraxema. br,=2%t, oI SxtIa szdl, statocu Tial
eXBTa 330%F aTilvew wile I1ls 2100 Jas wloasSt 10 Cle Tl
d LIaCK TOI 1Ts trala at tos  eastern <. of tee yard, ata
Bracenwan &1 0f that tTala Cald® 10 Gsle 02 fas WOTKINE
sLd 1LI0Vaea 210 Toabl extTa 343% woulw Iclio, extra 38«5
€50 alu chie CLlu thedl 0 1.t0 Clear ¢ Ths e, aitir
alch 20glhe 2E48 coula Tied sLoVe 1Ts Curd Dy o0a the ncusc
tracyr anu 1010 c¢lear on tue 1Aulstrilel 5,10, to wnlich ar-
121g.0.00T fe z856nted, "0N8n L1l 20-14€ Iedached tnc vye-
Traga §71%Qa, CP 1Ts @esl 'ala LOVIw 24T, Braksron 2ryzat
0% oI at Y. slton anl a8 T. @ 2nEla® Tadsel Olm Lo Sodl-
€2 to Brakenas Fole tnat Be .Cula 100K Cub fOT TOE wusal
end 01 tos Uy «fter ta: tlraln .ue cCuplew, .l as
ackacilzdzea <5 4AAS15TLCa Oy Dradcéuan Hoale., Engluoe £33¥
at that Tiae v s#1UCO104 Zeal fa. cd4at enu 0f the nouse-
Track switch, .o, Brageman Br,ant salu 48 acicenoed bolalng
£15 wrait 88t of tue L svlicn wntil e4tfa 85328 Gas 1ntc
Clear co ihe 2 orack. Lea Sezlie opdr I3alicu o 133100
€226l 81X 01 oVl Col luoigtis ZTCa Tioo 5#3%34 Lo _aVe Gha.
Wraaa. 5lolals 10.12aT10g o4l weo. BTwBK Aad Zlwal, oul e
CATLT A 239 U= u‘:;l."_"lx.'.cl TS 372430 n O L2ald v..gllle SC4S
SCaulc 1a2Iol wutrt sloaics QL Goo cusdut  didetl: zia ThOT
DACK "al 3 . LV2 wdb wo —.ls G Tl sTalbou, «luw Aoy lic
StO: sdslols LTS Oy ali LWLTLL . o4is ll'éf‘.t MNans cATllpgulafide,
COUTITU: . Lt calk a1l Th: Lcw S0 COrLETew eupllic adb,
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Srakemen Hoxie, of extira 2848, saia that arter
Ni1s eangine had amade she turn ca the w,e and coupled to the
caboowe, he lcoxca foruerd in the airection of the wye-
track switch and not sesing any s~ godls fron that end he
gave the engiaeran a cacd-"p olgual Ircclr his position at tre
cabctose, ¥nicil Mas avﬁﬂ(wloup-L by ta~ee nLasts of the
erngine whistle, after an 1ataTrval of cbout one ana one-nal:i

ULL,
Or t#o minmutes “he backsard coveasnt ras ssartea, and as
tnere was only anpcus LD fcet clearance at the edat VyE=

lLe
wrack swyitch, tae collision cocurrsa almost rrieclately
fter the t~aln hag stars=d¢. Brazemin Hoxie sald ne thougly
the engineman ~soulco anl move Lnsll ne recelved 4 slghel ITow
the head end, the bacw—-ug whistle bléﬁ&l wersly ocelng 1n-
formaticn %o Srakeman Bryant taet tasy were ready Lo moves.

1naman Jeres, of e4tra o848, sald Updn Ie—
CEeIVING a SI1EL3L I1G4 2raséman HOxle Lt oourded tne back-up
signal ¢. e 3w - slle ane afwer a snort delay of & mlnute

Or twO TC puwluc UL TS ©rald 1lne, ne svar.ca the backward
wovement. 1o anew nowning ¢f wne arrangenent petween Brake-
men Bryanl z2ra Snita, &at 6.1 ad% sce ta2 stop signals shich
Braxemar Br_c.nt clal.s to flave given afier the beck-up
volstle sigLlel was souvradad, the 1i21sv knowleqge se had of
dany thirg 71r1g 2CTR, Wen Ihé eI drdfes .4T¢ aprlied from
tne head 2ou of the train  vaic: later pTovea 0 have been
due to the anzle cock on tae arei ¢ar haviag heen brrken

off by tne 1rvact Lo 2nglne L5372, Soriuctor Eughes, of
extra 3848, L gene we taz 3tation vath say pills and £new
rothing CODC@:u¢nD tae occurreace of g accrdent.

{'.‘.

Contuctor l1211ly, of extra 3239, evtatvea thet waile
he nhad ant oce2n coasulted, ne kaew of the arrangement be-
tueen brakemen fritn ana 3Fyant and arpoovec of wie Intende

rove, de Loarca d Lhe eaghie 1o a minusc or wwo opefore T
accident, ¢na Was 130172 or the englvexw=n's sice talking to
Fireman He ThO was hdnui’ﬁa tie eng.me at that tlue,

when they ,era coracrccd £y thae cara being pusthed by engine
3848. He 12 rot pear or e2e2 any s pnt.s I om er_ine 3348
or 1ts crew, Ihe rigten.nits of B-atonen Smath, of extra
8339, oroughi cut ny additional 1niorzatlon.

Conciusioas.
ne aczident wec cawsed oy Brereman Hoxile gaving
Enalneman Jaiies, 0of ex.ra 2245, a3 saignal 10 oack up without
e heed ena oI toe train in-

fi1rst cbta'ming a s.pnal from th
dicating wnat the truck was clear.



All that Braxeraa Bryant tola Brakeman Howie was
that he would Loog ous for tac head ernd of the cut of cars,
but after the englae had oezn coupled to the cars Brakeman
Loxie gave the engineman a aci-up slgnal, saylng ne
thought the enginzran would »a1t for a similar signel frowm
the head =2nd before beglaning the govewens. Braekeman Ho.ue
1s at faait for giving a sigual to heck the cars until suzi
a signal n2d heen given from the head end, unless he had
perscazl xnowledpge that the track was clear aad the switche
Lropeily lined rfor the movement to be wmwade.

None of the employces involvea 1n thls accideat
had peen on dut, 1n violation of any of the provisions oI
the nours of service law.
Fesvectfully submitteaq,
W P, BOAL4awD

Director.



