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February 5, 12a

0a Nove-her 25, 1923, zhere ras a rear—-end collisicn
bet 1een an [tlimtzc Coast Lire Lasasexger Srain <nd a
Soutlern Aailvav nasserger train on the slantic Coast
Iine Rarlroad a% (Tasuntz, Cz., which resalted 1o the death
of 1 envloyee, wni the 1xary 27 81 szssengers, 17 2ersons
carried dnder coniract, z.a¢ 2 2ri.ioyecd.
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Ga., and Jackasonrl E re t 77 rouses Det.ee:
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Foliston snd Jesup, +hich ere interrizdilat: s8taslons Oh T ile
distoict, that via Jahuntz being £a20vn as the Jocu) shors
line., At lNabusta tae Jeatg soort liane, "2lén r.ns aimcss
due aorth and scuth, 1s crossed Ly “re "orurs..ck-Warcrogs
Branch, both being singla-track lines, 7ith vye connectic.s
toth north zad soutn cf =as crossiag. Thas acoident occurre:
on c¢he Jesup short linme at a point choub 10C feet morth ¢
tne switeh leading To the rorsh lez of wae vye, 7hich evitch
1s 1,01% feet north of tas stasion,
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fu

e Ja=L~ shcrt line "5 tzaigens 1o e:thsr direcsios
for seversl <. les, ~nile the srede 1s rractizcally level.
There 18 ro Hicck-senal swstem 12 use, traine on *le Jesurn
short ling bz .7 gverated by tire-table snd “rain orders.

Lt Yahunta there 13 2 r~s2cranic-l interlockin~ »slant :hich
18 Nsed S0 TeovVers CIrC83I1NT movaoente oily. alil of the
switches bein. hand-crer g all of the functicns
the in%erlockirz »lant o “gcranicallv opersted Th
northocund aore zad aisy 1z are Zcsased 330 and
2,150 feet, recyectivelw, vh of the crossirg.
gporcach tell irdizator b tc scurd ~then a nor
trazng eryers apon a Lreods cu1s “vhich exvands AnTToR-
1avely 4,200 fest south of the crossicT, and at 4

ine electric locks beco e egctime, lockian~ &

1e south wye switch 13 lock 3 the tracs i
nd sigrals are diszlaysc fo g
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gtas1on 15 locaied 1n the nertaszst inele of the i1rter-

- Lo
secticn, the trazn-order oocard s located at the station,
and 1te normal position 1s clear.

The weather was cloudy at the time of zhe accidens,
''hich cccurred =t about 10.38 p.r.

Descraipticon.

Nerthbound Atlantic Coast Liae passenzer traln
extra 264, -h-ch ordinarily 1s ooneraved as $rain No. 32 be-
tween Jacxscnville and iaycTross, was being detoured Vie
Mahunta and thence on the Brunswick-'laycress orunch te
laycross It consisted of feour exprass caArg, o4A€ DaggaZe
Car, T'7C GoaChes, one aining car, and s1x Pullan sleepiagm
cars, in the order naried, hauled by sngine 424, and was 1n
charge of Conductor whoney and nginernan Fesperman Pl
Folkston train order Nec. 82, Forr 31, was recsived reading
as follows

"Engs 404, 358, 469 run extrc Foliston 1o
Yahunta -72th raight over =zll trains soath
rur. ahead of lst class traines maxke farst
clasgs spezdl.

., 89 rinuses late on
d Miaokxur, 11.2 miles
c at 10.13 p.m., aad

Fxtra 484 left Tclizston at S.47 ©
the schednle ¢f train Yo 22, wes
from Nghunta arnd tne lass cpen of R
according t¢ the train sheet pess he station at Nzhunta
at 10.3% p m. 1In orfer Toc make the movewment frorm the rain
il1ne to the Brunswick-Wavcross branch, 1t was recessary *o
pull ¥y the nortn wye switeh, asd then »ack through ths
north leg of the wye to the branch line track. Thiie the
rear of extra £64 was erther standirg on the main line neri:
of tke switch, or being vacked slowly towvard this switch,

-~

1t was siruck oy tra:xzn No. 8.

North:iound fcathern Razilay passenger train No. &
consistea ¢f cne mail car, one e€xXnress car, Lwe coaches,
and four Pullraa sieeping cars, 1n the order namwed, hauled
by engine 1207, and 7as ir charge of CJonductor Tipion and
Enzineran Evans. This train left Jacssonvalle ditectly be~
hind extra 464, left Folkston ady i0.20 ».r., passed "iaokur
at 10.21 p.m., eicht minutes behind exire 464, and, accord-
ing to tne onerator at Wzhuava, pazsed hzu stasion at
10.58 p.m., znd ecollided ~i1th the rezr of sxvra 464 shile
traveling at a sveed of zbout 25 miles an n
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The force of ths collisicn Cerailed the forwerd
truck and considerably daraged the Trear end of vhe last car
of emtra 464 and slightly danaged three other cars. Engine
1207 was considerably damaged, btut ne aatericl damnage 'vas
sustained by any of the egquionent n th.s trairn. The en-
plovee killed was the engineran of train No 8.

Sur carv of Evideace.

Ingineran Fesperran, of extra 8=, said all signeals
at Hahunta were 12 the clear position, that he reduced speed
to about 8 or 10 miles an hour at the T1irie Nis Traln
passed the gtetion and *hat shortly afterwards, vhile look-
1ng back to receive a nand sigrnal indicating vhen he should
stop his train after passing the s'ntca te the -iye track,
he saw %tse reilection of a fusee which he thouzht was
located betweern the rear ef nis train and the station.
de had reversed h.s engine and opened the threttle, but the
train had not started so move backward vhen the collision
occurred. Just before the collision occurred he saw the
fusee being weved violently near the rear end of the train
"1th the weather corditions exissirg at this time he thought
a fusee could have been seen for a distance ¢f 2 niles.

Conductor !lahoney, of extra 464, stated that after
leaving Folkston, there he received train order Fe. 82 he
took Bacgageraster ‘cCullough to the rear of the Ttrain and
explained to both the baggagemaster and to Flag.an Sanders
that they were to detour via Nahunta, Le instructed the
flagman to threv off a fusee before reaching Nahunta and
to watch out for the following train, the baggagermaster was
ingtructed to handle the wye switch, and he intsnded that
the baggagermaster ghould ride on the rear end as the train
backed arcund the wye; the train porter was to open the
other wye gs—itch. He knew train o B was following, but
thought that train would be stopoed at the fusee south of
the crosgsing. Zconducter {ahoney alighted from his train as
1t was passinz the station gt Hahunta, went 1ato the
telegraph office and asked the operator for orders to VWay-
cross, which he said ere delivesred =nd sigrned fer bv him
and he left tne office i1mmediately, estimating the time
spent in tne office to have been con= or two rminutes. Hs
did not ask the operator to set the sicnal against train
No. 8. As he left the office he saw train No. 8 a mile or
mor2 away and at the same time saw a fusee burning on the
track about one-half rile dastant, between the station and
the approaching train. He gtated that the train passed the
fusee without acknosledging 1t, and he taen began to give
stcp signals -rith his lantern, which signhals he said were
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rot ansuered. e also stated that the easiresnan of Taln
¥o. 8 d1d net snut off steam or apply the a:r Hiakes until
the engine cad abhout two cars had passed over the Crossiasg.
He denied heviag instructed Flagmarn 3cnders to remailn with
the rear of the irain, bat said ke %old hin to lock cut for
the rear of the train and expected hir to knov encugh to

flag when ihe apnroaching train was near.

Flacnan Ssnders stated srhet betwesn Folkston ana

ghuntz he rode on she rear platform of the obs~rvation car,
he san the headlight of train ¥o @8 about a minute aftver
leavirg Tolkston and he could see 1t from that Time «ll the
vay tc Nahunta. After leaving Tolkstorn the coanductor ca..s
to she rear, and told him to throw off a fusee when the
train began to slcw down at the distant sigral st Nahunta
for <re nurpose of proteckting the traln, as o 8 was
folloviag, ths condactoer also told him thatv he should stay
at the rear of the Train =né the bigrsgernsier would throw
the sTitches Ee undersiood he was vo ride the rear end as
the train backed around she «wye. 'Then the trakes were
applied near the dis*tant signal at Takunta he threw off two
fusees, ane of which went oul, but he said the second o:e
landed 1n the middle of the %rack arnd was burning brightvly
&s train No B8 was agrroaching. He thought this fusee was
about a train-lergi® gouth of the distant saznal. He staved
on the rezr ploatforn until ths train nassed the west wye
switch, then lighted another luvses, got doim én tne ground
and started back. He szicd train e 8 hed at that tine
passed the fusee he had thrown off and vas st_1ll vorkiang
steart. He thought he had gone tack abe it half tze distarce
to the ststion when train No & sassed hir:;, the brakes
were applied atout the vime the enzine jsassed over the
croscing He thoaght his train aad just started te rove .
back-ard “fhea the collizicn sccourreld e s21d ae could have
gotten off tae train at the time the conductor ~ot off at
the station, »ud e <id rnet do so as tue conductor had
1astructed hin to stay at the rear Afser the zccident he
di1d not lcos back to see inether his fusee vas s%t11l Hurn-
ing.

Bagzagemaster MTeCullough s21d Conducter lahoney an-
structeo hi12 40 ooen the wye swisch, thst” the porter -vould
oprer the srtitch a* Tthe other end of the wye. and the sove-
“ent would be rrotected by a fusee, 1t was hig understanding
that Flagman Sandsrs vtas to ride the rear of tae train around
the wye. Aplproaching "ehiuata he 7as on the rear of the tran
and saw Flaz-en Sanders throvw off 2 fusgee. Bagzarze.aster
IcCullough zave the eagirensn a step signal after the train
nad passed the wye switch, got off, opened tre srtifoh,

locked to see if train No. 8 vas comiag, and sav that the
fusee was still »urning. He tnsn started to wall around the
wye track to see 1f there -wvas a derail. Flagrian Sanders 7ot



off <ne train Jwet after he aid, 1i171a%ed a fuses, and
started back e also sarv the condactor =iviag stop signale
cbhoosite the station.

Ira-n porter Jares zct 2ff at vhe station with the
conductor =rd 7z2unt ezagtward on ite Brunstick-YWavoross
brancn to open the s iten on that end of the vve Thais
switch 1s ahous 1,200 [feet fro~ the sietion and Me said
shat abcut the tive e reached 11 he heard scme one near
the sucuion shouting\and oa loeoking sav a Jhite light beiay
waved 1% being about this time that train Lo. & passed
over the crossing, still -rorking stear. :

eman Jordan, of train Mo. 8, stated that he was
Ti1ding on the seat box approscnine Wahunta snd that all

1 g 7ere zlear. He did not see any fusees on Gne
track, the '.eather was clear and he could see signals
rlainly, ang 1f there had beer a Tusee on the track he would
hawve seen 11, ‘bout the {1-e the enginean scunded the
staetion whistle sigrnal end after passing the distant sigrnal
fe got dewa te put 1n a fire and thile so engaged heard the
enpginenan a ply “he air brakes in emergency and saw hin
start to lezve his seat box; he i1rrediatelr looked out, sar
the rec markers and lights of the traxn ahead and junped
from She engine. He also stated thacEngineran Lvans Jas
fully avake and atientive to hig dutizs and expressed the
opinior that had tnere Tteen a fusee “urning orn the track
Engitenan £vansg would have seen 1t and would have taken
Proper stens toward bringing the tra.n to a stoD.

Cendactor Tipton, of trawnm No. &, said thet prior
fe stuartinz on this trip he ard Ingineman Zvans ate sugpper
togetaer and he noticed nothing unusual about tne engineran
Conductor Tipton was riding in the doorway of the basggage
car apprcaching Wehuntz and on locking out he acted that
“he sgigrals were displaying clear indications; ae said Le
did not sez the light of any fusees on the track ahead of
his train and 1f there had been one barning he w~ould have
seen the glare.

Flagman "ichols, of train No. 8, said he was stand-~
1ng just 1mside of the Tear door of the last car ""hen he
felt the brakes azplied and vhe shock threw him down. He
juriped up Juickly, ran out, picked up his signal case and
lenterns and went rack to flag train Wo. BC, light:ng
Tusees as ne rea. At shat time there was no fusee burning
on the track btehind his train Baggagemaster Driver, of
train No. 8, said the hrakes wers spplied just as the
baggage ca™ "as going over the crossing.

B


http://Jar.es
file:///eather

—G=

Goerator “tces, ~a aviv at szhunita, stated shat
eXTra <=L« T"ass3ed £t 10.~9 .. and truin No 8 at 10.36 p.n
£8 exvro <(l« pmaced, the snuductour Dot off, ca.e 1nve the
office, 2qu~4 for an order, vhich he received, read and
s1gn=3 oz, -1l Thea gert out. He thacught 1he conductor
wis 14 the cfifiee acnat a sonate and eft 2los four or five
Llnives D¢ cre Sreorn Ho.o 3 zrroved, The indizmtor pell
began <c rinc vaer train Jdo. 8, entered aoncr the track
c.roult, 1uﬁﬁlook1,g 1n that d-orectisn he sg- The headlizht
oF Train U i8, but did not see any Tusee. He did not kno
mether extra 184 -'ras i1nto clzar at Jhat s-rie as he was
sitting at the Zelcz~aph Ttable anda coi1ld ant see 1n shat
direction 'tithout geiting up aad eoing to the 'vzndows; hou-

ever, he thoonht there hal beenr wuflicient time for -t to
Toante Fe Jvd not consider 2t 1=cessarv to space

TY=17m 0. o T21 "inutes wehird axtra <€4, as uader she

78 walhanie Tas 2xira 464's dest 1Aaulon He hzad been

T Deore "then sirmilar movareats to the Sranch lire had

Aade, bDut saird he had revesr bean asked to hold the
iz1al zzainst the follosginc train ~hile The novernent

vag meong Loe and naver ad done so.

Saceriatendzsns Fugx said tae norval poaxrtion of tne
tréia-crder 81gn«l 15 clear, and thait -hi1le 1t 1s used foz
tne purpecse of spaciig trains. oherz i1s Ao rule reguiring
the orerator to plsce the 2igaal 1n the stop sositicn and
continee disrlaying & stog indication unctl tre 1C0-rinuce
it} ;“EP“Vel Mae elanged, Ee also s.1d that ar crerator is
supgsosed So knov vhen ancther Train 1§ apzrcaching and to
arrange tae siconcl accordingl

J. T .loore, of Atlanta Ga., 2 »3aszealer on 8XiTa
464 suatad that re wae ridinc i the observetion end of the
ear ¢er 7L exsea 434 ard that he gav train Ho. & approach-
irs Tor abort Zive .ainutes before tas collisiold occarrea
and taat ae did nect see any Tusees or red lizhte betveen *the
car 1n vaich he wes ridainsg and the oanconinT train., There
vere state ents by other passeagers we tas effect that thev
ned seer. a fusee on the track, ™ut this was alser the
occurzencs cf the accident.

vonclusions.

Th-s8 aczidans was caused by the faslure of Condugter
Nahonev and Flasman lendars, of extra 484, to >reovide proper
protzction for their train.

10n fisciesed that *here Tay
1rd et reen O wter lahoney

e etrhod ‘hluh “na uondlc‘or
rotec 147 *he wmeve .ent of extrs

J ol
have “ween so -2 ~isunderstand ondu
T

and Flacan fanders as to

"a1le the 1avestigat
¢
i
1ntended wo be folloved 1a 1



464 frorm 1ir 1hae oo the vre, 1% 1s 1opareant that this
rove "2nt w. 8 not ~roitected =g re virel b the rules. Puls
9% 7a) 15 w3 follo a:

Ve~ the sreed ¢ 2 ftrain 13 redvced
ani 1ts rear frereh; eadcngered by a follovi-
1. train o2inre Tthe Tlan an con get off, a
1irhted fusse Lst be e . ugon she Treck
at rtervals urtil tle Tl:Tman C21 E8T nack
t2 provest nis ftraain.t
In Juzs instance eat.re derendsace -as evidently
slaced u.on ~» fisee warch the Tl-can 3tctes ras throm
ol near the giszt-at swaral T3z flaT.en 2ad bagsarcuaster
of extic 3= Tele MNcsitive n tac.r 3unieneats unut a
lrated fusec cas throw ofl at et oint, ard Conducuor
mhensv exrl trala Jic & rai ovawr Toe lichted fusee 71thoud
acluo"eog_lg 15, U0 ever, whe Zire an arnd conductor of
Trein To. 8 vrere elually Zos.sive that there /as no bJarning
fasee oo she “rack 21 theat wriciaity —isn that tratn
ap-icxcred, -nd Thelr sufse .ernts are susporuven DY the
STLTe. 8Ly 2T th2 00eTaudl $AcT R 2a7 ne Tasce as train
do. o nproacred, s rell ag by oshe facu tant Laginensn Dy
¢f Trais Lo. & coatinaed to coacrate 113 train at Tull speed
bevend ci.at coins, end othar e tdonce. T4 Lo believed
taerefore, s-at _F Tlasien Socders thra - 2T a2 fusee Men
ﬁhﬁf@?Cll:g Tekhanta 1t vés AoV Tariimt, nex wrain No. o
Loproacned; Doth Sondliescr eacaz zad Flatven Sanders el
*2 Z6saezon ce tave fall knoied.e ¢f thig Tact.
hwle 8¢ srovides thaft " nes a Traln 8TORsS Or 1S
delavad under cairzr stances in hich 1% a2y be overtaren
Yy exother treZa, sre ITsgoar ruwat Te back 1 ediaselr Tih
3527 81.nals »a s;ff;01ett cistance to insure full —reoteciim.
Ta~ =r2ie 7328 acs cor sl-ed t™. Beia wendacteor wshoner
axd Flog an Senders kae - fthat traon To. 8 ras fclleminy
thel, a~ 1t had veen 1n sizht for seversl xiles, and there
7e3 f.2le ti1e to nave provided araguats crotection. 1T
was clezrly the duty of Corducter Lakhomey to see thel zde-
quave Tlan srotecs-on vas trovided for his wrein Jhile o
Tas cc2vUrviat the rain S-ack, £ad Me said he sold the rlac-
2o te werfon.. thiz dutr. The stoseveats of the Ilorg.an,
hovtever, arc o the effect Sart me "2g mold to Tenain 7ita
i3 train, 171 vhica stasensmt he 1s sucporited w7 tac
bazcaze astsr. Regeraless of wiich version 1s sorrect,
Coaductor laloney 7648 11 703213360 5¢ xno - Tat vas saxirsg
rlace and elo” 28 ntwe sser S0 1% Laet Tro train cvas beirno
tro-erly arosectai.
Urder “he .miemlcckilat raless, e no™ al indicnc
of nt ¢ sz _2als 13 stop "nd s> .2313 “ust te regtoreld sO £8
S0 g8133lAar the ncsr o1 1rdicasoa As s00a &3 She ftrain or
encine _or Taten thev 1202 Slepred Masz oeaeed 2C8C feet
neyeand che . =evuerer 12 1e7 ¢l the Liht traffic on the
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