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INTPRST4TE OO FEFJL CO1IIS3ION,

REPORT OF THE DIRWCTOR OF TH% LUREY O SAFETY IN RE IVES-
TICA™IOM C7 4 ACYIDTNT ™HICH OCCUTRED CN THRE “IOUNT
H030 RAILFO4D N7aR WOND T'IVI%, CORE,, ON WOVE'BER 373,
1223,

January 18, 1034,

To tae Corzissiont

On Novemaer 23, 1923, taere Tais a deriljmeat of a
freigat train on the gount Hood Railroad near Eood d1ves s
Ore.,, whicn resulted 1a tae 'leath of one eupioyee.

Location anl wmeth0od of operatbion.

The “ount tHood Rallroad 13 a3 single-track,
standard-gau.e line, esteniing Setwzen Iooi Biver and Park-
dale, Ore,, a distance of 23,3 wiles, nnd conrects v1ta o
Oregon-"ashington Railroal & Navigation Cowpany at Hood
River, 1ts nortasrTn termiaus, tie accident occurred at a
vorat 1 <1 miles souta of tie station at Hocd River. No
block-signal systam or book of rules 1s 1n use, and 20
pulle tinsissued affecting operation, tr.lns 081ag oparzted
by a time-tacle and woon bt aasaority of S2e z3=2nt 2T
Hood River, vho 2130 acts as 3 Jdav las|atzaer To i13pateoa-
er,1s on duty at a212a%, s all traing, —ti1ca coasists of
one meotor car aad a wmixed ateam traia, are woved during tae
dav, 7ith tne exception of 5 fe7 mgeks ecach frll during taie
fruit shipping sezsca, v12a e <hray {Tre.7it brains are oper-
ated by one crew =t ai1,t%t.  Approacaing the point of Jde-
rallment fror taz norty, a7ter lesving tae yards at Hood
River, *here are nurerol: 2u~was and siort tangeats.  Just
preceding the poias oF leTillmeat tizrs 13 a 12-degree
curve to tae rignt €30 feet 11 leagta, and then 858 fees of
tangent, the deriillrent oszurring at a poilt 98 5 feat fronm
the soutnern end cf tnis tingeat track e grade 1 this
viciailty is atcut 1 per cent ascending for soutihound srTains
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Tie track rans generally north and souta, and for
a~out 3 miles out of tie statioa 1s laid along tae banks
of Hood Eiver, paszing tarough aueerous cats and 2long tne
stdes o -agh oluffas. Tiae tracx is 1213 vits 45-pound railis.
30 feet 1n leagta, wzbh a%out 17 Tir ties 50 the rail
length, trlple—splked ani bzallasted mita zravel., Tie suar-
face and alinewent ware goosd and Hae trxck genzrally vwell
maintalne i,
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About 3 wailes souta <f Hood River station there
18 3. svitch Mack, ant 1t 1s tae practics To pusl the cars
anead of whe 2ngine fror Hood River tc the srviveiback, aad
then proczeed, 1n orider t41it cae en_ing v pe At the head end
cof the train for taz »laaze of the trap.

It was ra1alyys at tae tiae of tae accilaent, TWllch
occurred ot aoout 3,0C p u.

Desgcriptioan,
Southbound freigt

-+
L
erpty refrigaraior cars, »Auwled o
of Conductor Campball and Englaem
a 11

extra 1 231gtel of 10

118 ], and was 1IN Cudilge
A Saurtleft. Engrne 1,
heajed scutn, left Hood v 2t oaso0oub 7 O30 pom.; at
Powerdale, apyrox1mace|j s0uta or Jocd River, tas
enblne coaplpd to T2 10 2avs, leav1ng this golrt at asout
7.45 p.an proceedei a algtaﬂop of azzout O 61 rile, wnd 'Tuile
travellng at a spesd estinatel to wre Meen a2out 3 miles aa
hour, the Tirst car 75 iz™a1lel a3 a result of etriking a
grall p1le of tocks on tie tracx

sontinued on tae ties a distaane of
3¢ feet aifter striking taie obstriction and was taen derailed
to the right and cane t9 rest in an uprignt position ™15 tae
front end shout 5 fest vest of +the 7vest rail and tae Tear
trucks Qerailed but on te roidiheld The euployee x1lled '72s
the brakenan, sho wis Ti1i1ag ©1 tae derailed zar at tae Ji.e
of the accident.

Tne first car

Sunmary of evidence.

Superintendient S:ur+1e$‘ o a5 opeTrating tae
engine a4t tre ftime of the rlllme“u, g41% tae first intima-—
tion re hal of anytain? vroag was T1En e Teseived stop Sip-
nals, folloved Dy several ,ars ard Jerks fror tne aeza 20d
of tne tT31m.  Fe applizil $a2 11T oTallss L 2a8T50a07, ITI -
ing the train to a ston witnan a2 distaincs ¢f about TO car
lengths AftsT the accident e iaspestzd t1e aAir orTaxes and
fouuad t1it taz2y were overative ©a 1.1 0T tae ¢.rs, b2 tenta
caT beins derailed. e sticed $1at duriag tae rusa frais
seisvn, a period o0 300t thrtee "e2ks 12 Lae Tall, e <5oa
trains vére onerated it aaint r~ut 4t all otaer Tares triins
weTe cperated only 1v the i1irsiue. On ageccunt of tae grades
and ligat porer, and to faci.ltiie s87V1tcalng, N0 ¢aHoose Was
used on tae night exsras and 3 .27 '7eTe taus aade to uaul one
more <227 of frvit., Toe2 ca200se uws2d during tae day 13 equlp-
ped m1ta a 311l hkose, 7aile a5 n1zat vithovt the cascose,
tTalng aT2 coperatsd waTiout 3 tairl ~oe3. Superiatsnideat
Smurtleff said 1t was vers dacy ni was Taiaiag hard av tae
time of the a=~ident aal expressed tae opiraion that aal tuers
been a tail nose o1 Tae lealing 2a7, omag to tue lack of
11luminstion of the track aaead, tas conddetor or brakeman
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would not nave besn abhle 10 s2e Ti12 C3%
20as13sad of gbcocuat two

to avoid striking 13 Tae slile
cuwic ya~ls of eart.a aal ro:k.

Condu-tor Campbell siited t2it after pilcdlidy up
tae 10 cars 33 Fowsrdale 1e veat ilon, toe tTaln 10SpecTl.g
the angie gezke and wale a teast of %1 train 1ine LY opea-
ing %1 angle co0:Z at v12 ezl ead of thie wraia ani was
ansvered Jy tv0 blasss 24 tae englae wiwstle. Pe roje on
the leading car froa tazxt poras vavil resc-ing the point
of derailment, usiaz ais electric lonteran *o ocgzarse tne
track 3hszad, witn waicih 2e 8i11d ue Was aole to see a dis-
tance of abous a c¢az anil a aalf or vo cir leagtas,
altnougn 2t vas ralalng wad nhoving and wis Tesy dark,

The train ™as noving at 1 speal of asout € or & miles an
Lour raen ne Observad i Jlack-app2arias dblect about Le
si1ze of 1 ran's ocoidv 0a tie le”t rairl of the Lrazk i1zead,
ne urriedly caught tie gras 1von tc brace 1as<lf for tie
imwendias s2%2k, and L3an giTing s.0n 317-nals to the
gngireran, tone trals 206138 TO A 3%op i1n L oout TOO ear
iegngtns 37ter strikinz +t:3 custructica Se 114 not kaow
Brareran Gogs was r.pnat o3 te l2idiag caT i% tas time

of tte dsvaalmert, ani = o ressed Sae opiailon that Brakeman
Goss e1t12r Jumped or 7us S.7074a agilnst tke m3ill along
t1e track and rollal Jaler S1e cars,

It 15 ~ustoric7T 1n seere Weiltier 1n wiater o
rrovide watchinen aa? to jatrol tie trics at points consiler
ed dangeroas, wut due to te Jact Trat shere cal Deen very
I1ttle Toainfall »zior to Movs.osr 20, 127, s2erz2 2ad neon
ne oceasion To provide for speclal gatrol.,  Oo Novemner 33,
1925, tne day of the ac:ideat, tazre hal besn an unusiliv
a22a 7y rainTall taroupaout tas aay, Leln:, teavier 1a tae
latter »a-t of %ag day At -vout 2.C2 p ., woe section
forewran 1.1 charge of 113 section of btrack passaed t .2 poias
cf derailr.ent, he 8111 e fo1nd $70 34211 rTOCKS Ou sde8 Tracy
vaich eridently nal rollsd iova frow she ang, a2 1nspess
t1e btank ovt Touad aotnlas to 1ndicqgte 0tieT locs: rock
1in tne v:l1l or tiat o Tall or slilde nigat og7uLr.

No speed restriztions are 13 sffecs on $a1s Toid,
but according to Superinitenlient SmrtlsefT, trere 1s a
Feasral uaderstandiag t1wt Juring stomy 'veatoer TTalns
are regquired to nrocezd cauviously 3.1l (¢ tike ao ciliicas,
Onserving tals customr a¢ 5313 3 wad 18 o7Tea sent iieil of
2 Triin aria, 350Ky Teati3ar O 09seTTe trand conditlons.

Cowlosions

Tnis asciient m1s due to ti2 traia strigang
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head end of T1iLls
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A237y Tarn, aail fallen

capoose 2guipzeld Mo 1 acadligont and a
50 e braike pipe decn operated at she
trarn, the e~rsloyses: nould 10 douaht nave
ebraction 1 %ire S0 avart tle awcoi deal,
cy@as wnvulvel waisg on iasv 14
ouTrs o seTvice 1aT,
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