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INT^PST^TE CO^'EFOE COH CSoION. 

PEPOFT OF THE DIPEGTOP OF THE B ^ ^ U OF S ^ E T Y IN RE INVES
TIGATION 4N A O I I T ^ T ^ " I O H OCCUPPED ON THE MOUNT 
HOOT) H4H.F0O K^a? u 000 F I V ^ , O P S . , ON TOOTLE*? 2^, 
1923. 

January 18, 1C34. 

To tne Coirxi ssi on* 

On November 33, 1923, there -ras a derailment of a 
f r e i g n t t r a m on tne i fount Hood Ba i l road near Hood P i v e r , 
O r e . , whicn r e s u l t e d m tne death of one employee. 

Loca t ion an l i&ethoi of opera t ion . 

The 'fount Hood R a i l r o a d i s a s i n g l e - t r a c K , 
standard-gau^e l i n e , extending between Hood P i v e r and Park-
da l e , Ore , , a dis tance of 23, £ n i i les , and connects .ritn t^e 
Oregon--"ashington P a i l r o a d & Navigat ion Company at Hood 
H i v e r , i t s nortnern terminus, the a?cident occurred a t a 
D o i n t 1 01 ^niles soutn of t i e s ta t ion at ~^ood P i v e r . No 
b l o c k - s i g n a l system or book of ru les i s in use, and no 
ou l l e t ins issued a f f e c t i n g opera t ion , t r a i n s being operated 
by a t i ine- taole and uoon t i e a a t n o n t y of tne agent at 
Hood P i v e r , 7ho a l s o ac t s as a day i i s ^a t s - i e r No n spaton-
e r , i s on duty at m a n t , as a l l x r u n s , , _ : i c a cons i s t s of 
one motor car and a mized steam t r a i n , are moved during tne 
day, T i t h tne excep t ion of a fe r -^eeks each fa . l l during t i e 
f r u i t shipping season, T i e n e t t ra f r e - r v t brains are oper
a ted by one crew at m t a i t . Approacning the po in t of de
rai lment froir t i l3 nortn, a" te r l e ^ m g t i e yards at Hood 
P i v e r , there are mire ro as cu-^3 3 and snort tangents. Just 
preceding zne p o i n t of i e^ i i lmen t t i e t e i s a l ? - d e g r e e 
curve to tne r i ^ n t 650 f e 3 t in len^xn, and th_en 653 f e e t of 
tangent , t h e d e r a i l ^ e i t occurr ing at a p o u t 95 5 f e e t fron 
the soutnern end o f t m s tangent track The grade m this 
v i c i n i t y i s accut 1 per cent ascending f o r southbound t r a in s 

Tie track runs g e n e r a l l y north and soutn, and f o r 
about 3 iT i i l e s out of t i e s t a t i o n i s l a i d along tne b inks 
of Hood P i v e r , passing tnrou^h numerous ca t s and along tne 
s ides of --igh o lu f f 3 . Tne trac.£ i s l a i d 7 i t n 45-pound r a i l s , 
30 f e e t in l e n g t i , vizb about 17 f i r t i e s t o the r a i l 
l e n g t h , t r i p l e - spiked an I b a l l a s t e d T i r i tn gravel . The sur
face and a l m e T . e n t ' i rere good and tne t rack g e n e r a l l y v e i l 
mamtaine I . 
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About 3 l i l i e s soutn cf Hoed S i v e r s t a t ion there 
i s a s vi toh back, ani. i t i s tne p r a c t i c e to pusn the cars 
ane3.d 01 the engine f ro,r Hooi R i v e r to t i e s rixclib&ck, anil 
then p roceed , in order tnat che engine inxy oe at the head end 
of the t r a m f o r t_ie 3 a l n 1 . e e of the t r i p . 

I t was r a i n i n g at tne ti.ne of -ens acc iaen t , vnich 
occurred at aoout 8. OC p in. 

Tie s c r i p t } on. 

Southbound f r e i g i t t r a i n ex t ra 3 o o . ^ i s t e i of 10 
erroty r e f r i g e r a t o r cars , i^uled yj en 6 j i e ] 3 and ^as m C u a r 6 

of Conductor Campbell and Sn^ine^an Snur t l e f f . Engine 1, 
headed soatn, l e f t Hood K i v c : l i&n t at i d out 7 30 p.re. ; a t 
Po'verdale, approximately 1 rcils soutn or dood P i v e r , tne 
engine coapled to t le 10 g ^ t s > l e a v i n g th i s p o i r t at aoout 
7.45 p.in j proceeded a distance of aoout 0 61 j - i l e , £u"id wni le 
t r a v e l i n g a t a speed est imated t o lave been aoout 3 mi l e s an 
hour, the f i r s t car 7-^3 i e ^ a i l e i as a r e s u l t o^ s t r i k i n g a 
s t i l l p i l e of rocks on 11a tragic 

Tie f i r s t car continued on tne t i e s a distance of 
39 f e e t a f te r s t r i k i n g t i e obs t ruc t ion and was then d e r a i l e d 
to the r i g h t and cane to r e s t in an uprignt p o s i t i o n ' i t i tne 
f ront end about 5 f e e t ?est of the vest r a i l and tne rear 
trucks d e r a i l e d but on t i e r o i i b e i The employee b i l l e d w a s 
the brakes an, 4 o was n i i n g 01 tne d e r a i l e d car at tne : i ^ e 
of tne accident , 

Summâ  y of e v i dence. 

Superintendent S n u r t l e f J , ^ho ^as opera t ing tne 
engine at the time of the dera i lment t said t.ie f i r s t in t ima
t ion re hal of anything vrcn^ was T i e n he r e c e i v e d step s i g 
n a l s , f o l l o w e d >iy severa l j i r s and jerks f r o i t i e neio. end 
of tne t r a m , p e a p p l i e i tne n r orakss ir. 3/ier^ency, b r i . i g -
ing the t r a i n to a 3ton w i t m n a distance of about v o car 
lengths A f t e r the accident e inspected t i e a i r arakes ana 
fouiid t l i t cney ^ere opera t ive on m i e of tne c . r s , tne tent a 
car b e n ^ de ra i l ed . 4 e stace^ t u t during trie rusn f r a i t 
season, a p e r i o d of abo^t t h i ee ^eeics m i,ne f a l l , e <tra 
t r a m s v e r e operated at m ~ n t rut at a l l otner xiires t r i m s 
w e r e opera ted on ly ir. tne l a y Giine- On account of tne grades 
and I1g.1t po^er , and to f-^ci-. l t a t e s w i t c n m g , no caboose was 
used on tne night e x t r a s and t .ey '?ere tnus a ole t o naul one 
more car of f r u i t . T.̂ e C i ^ o o s a ussd during tne day 13 equip
ped , r i t J a s i l l nose, T i i i l e a : r_13.1t without the caocose, 
t r a m s are operated ^ . . t iout a t a i l ^oce. Superintendent 
Snur t le f f sa id i t was w.:/ da-k and was r a in ing hard a t tne 
t i ^e of tne accident anl expressed tne opin ion that na i tuexe 
been a t a i l aose on tne l ea l ing car , owing to tne l a c k of 
i l l u m i n a t i o n of the track anead, tne conchlctor or orakejnan 
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would not nave been ab le to see t i e e D e t r a c t i o n in tune 
to a v o i d s t r i d i n g u Tne s l i d e jofl&iaced of about two 
cuoic yar is of ear tn ani T O 

Conductor Campoell seated tnat a f t e r picking, up 
tne 10 oars at p o we •'•dale ie 'rent a lon 0 tne t r a m inspec t ing 
the angle cocks and made a t e s t of t i e t r a m l i n e by open
ing t i e angle c o i i a t 113 hea l end of t i e t r a i n an I w a s 
answered oy t TO b l a s t s on t n e engine - 7 . i j . s t l 9 - Pe ro ie on 
the l ead ing car f ron t n a t p o i n t u n t i l reaching the po in t 
of dera i lment , us ing nis e l e c t r i c l an te rn to ocser^e t n e 
t r a c k ahaad, w i t n ^nicn ne sa id u e was ao3 e to see a d i s 
tance of about a car anl a na i f or v o a i r l eng tns , 
altnouga i t was r a in ing aid c lov ing and «>Fis v e r y dark. 
The t r a m ™as moving at a spee i of aoout £ or 3 miles an 
hour r.oen ne observad a alack-appearing object about t i e 
s i ze of a nan's 00 iv on t i e l e " t r i l l of the track n e a i . 
he h u r r i e d l y caught t i e gra^ i ron to brace 11 aself f o r t i e 
lnroendmg &nocic, a n i b 3gan g i v i n g s^op s igna l s t o the 
e n g i n e T i n , tne t r a i n coning t o a 3top i n ^ o u t two car 
l eng ths a^ter s t r i k i n g t i e c j s t r u c t m n w e i i d not know 
Braveran Goss was r u l i n g on the l ead ing c a r i t tne time 
of the d e ^ a i l T i e r t j and e - p r e s s e d tne opinion that 3rake^an 
Goss e i f c i s r jumped or T\S t ,?o~n against tne ^ a l l along 
t h e t^ack and r o l l e i u a i e r t i e cars . 

I t i s custo^a1",7 in severe wear ie r in winter to 
p rov ide watchmen an.3 t o } a t r o l tne t n c £ a t po in t s consider
ed dangerous, but due to t i e T^ct t aat o h e r e tiai been v e r y 
l i t t l e r a i n f a l l pz l o r to Povenoei 30, 19? 3, tnere nad beer-
no occasion to p r o v i d e fo r spec ia l pa t ro l . On Moveraoer 93, 
19.2", tae day of the acc ident , t i a r e ha 1 been an unusal ly 
nea ~y r a i n f a l l t lrou^nout tae a i y , bein^ l e a v i e r in tae 
l a t t e r pa"t of tne d a y At about 9.00 p m, tne s e c t i o n 
foreman m charge of cm 3 sec t ion of brack passed t _e poin t 
of derai lment , he s a i l ie f o n d two small rocks o u cne tracy 
?hieh e / i d e n t l y na i r o l l e d lorn from the ban*:, ne inspected 
t i e bank out found notnin^ to ind ica te otner loosa rocjc 
in tne r i l l or t i a t a f a l l or s l ide i i gn t occur. 

^o speed r e s t r i c t i o n s are m e f f e c t on t m s r o i i , 
but according to Superintendent S i u r t i e f f , there i s a 
genera l understanding t i a t during storny wsatner t r a i n s 
are r equ i r ed to proceed cau t ious ly ani .0 take no chances, 
Deserving t u s custom no sai i a i/<an i s of ten senc a i e a l of 
a t r a m d a r m 0 s ionry ^eatnsr t o observe tracK condi t ions . 

Co i c l J si ons 
This aee i lent ^as due to t i e t r a m s t r i d i n g 
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ear tn and rock .*_n?i- l o o : c r . 3 d by heavy r a m , had f a l l e n 
•upon t :s tract 

Kad a caooose equipped vixn a neadl ignt and a 
hose connection to t ie brake pipe le^n operated a t the 
head end of . u e t r a in , the ^.rployee^ coald no doabt nave 
d i scovered tn? abs t rac t ion m ture t o aver t t i e aoci iea t . 

Eone o^ the e t ^ l o y e ^ s i n v o l v e ! was on i a t v m 
v i o l a t i o n of tne hours o^ se rv ice laTT*. 

P e s p 3 c t f u l _ . y s u ^ r i t t e l . 

T \ P. 301 MT_). 

D i r ec to r 


