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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CQIMSSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVES­
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE WABASH 
RAILWAY AT ATTICA, INC. , ON NOVEMBER 12, 1923. 

March 6, 1924. 

To the Commission* 

On November 12, 1923, there was a head-end co l l i s ion 
between two fre ight trains on tne Wabash Railway at Att ica , 
I n d . , which resulted in the death of 2 employees and the 
injury of 16 employees. 

Location and method of operation. 

This accident occurred on the Second Dis tr i c t of the 
Peru Divis ion, a s ingle-track line extending between Peru, 
I n d . , and T u t o n , 111., a distance of 101.3 miles; in the 
vicinity of the point of accident trains are operated by 
time-table, t r a m orders, and an automatic block-signal sys­
tem. The accident occurred about 3,654 feet east of the sta­
tion at Attica; approaching this point from the west there 
i s a 5° curve to the l e f t 718 ieet in length, and the track 
i s then tangent for 1,466 f e e t , fol lowed by a 2° curve to the 
r ight 874 feet in length, the accident occurring on tangent 
track at a point 596 feet east of the leaving end of this 
curve. The grade from the west i s pract ica l ly leve l or slight­
ly ascending for aoout 3,000 feet , and is then s l i ght ly de­
scending, being 0.36 per cent descending at the point of ac­
cident. 

Eastbound automatic signals 276.9 and 276.1 located 316 
and 3,654 ieet east of the station, respectively, are of the 
three-position, upper-quadrant type. The view of signal 276.1 
i s obstructed by an orchard on the south side of the track un­
t i l within approximately 800 feet of i t , A cross-over is l o ­
cated between the s ignals , about 1,361 fee t east of signal 
276.9, connecting with a passing track p a r a l l e l to and north 
of the main track. 

The weather was clear and i t was dark at the time of the 
acciaent, whicn occurred about 6 p.m. 

Description. 

Eastbound fre ight train No. 76, hauled by engine 849, m 
charge of Conductor Brinley and Engineman Lesley, while en­
gaged in switching east of Att ica station, had just started 
to back westward on the main track, the engine headed east, 
hauling 8 cars, when i t was struck by extra 417. 
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Eastbound f r e i g h t t r a i n ex t ra ±x? cons i r t ed of 1 car 
and a caboose, hauled by engine i ! 7 , tne engine headed west , 
and was in cnarge of Conductor B e n y and Engine man M i l l e r . 
This t r a m l e f t A t t i c a a t 5,58 p .m B J and c o l l i d e d wi th t ra in 
No. 76 whi le running a t a speed es t imated to have been b e ­
tween 12 and 20 mi les an hour. 

The tender c i s t e rn s of the engines were jammed against 
the Doi le r heads and the tender trucks d e r a i l e d . The em­
p loyees k i l l e d weie the f i remen. 

Summary of ev idence . 

Conduced L r m l e y , of t r a in No. 7S3 said h is t r a i n a r ­
r ived a t A t t i c a at about 11 a. 71, 3 and had been engaged in 
switching since that t ime. At aoout 5,50 p.m. the engine 
proceeded thiough the c ross -over from the passing track to 
the mam track wi th s eve ra l cars to go to the east end of the 
yard to switch a track at the b r i ck works, l e a v i n g the i r ca­
boose on the passing track- He said he tnen walked urestward. 
to the f r e i g h t no use to obtain b i l l i c r a car and whi le he 
was in the f r e i g h t house he heard a t r a m pass and assumed 
that i t was a wescbound t r a m which he had no t i ced being made 
up east of tne s t a t ion . Conductor B r m l e y s ta ted that a l ­
though tbere vere torpedoes and fusees in the caboose, he had 
not provided himself wi th e i t h e r and admitted that he f a i l e d 
proper ly to p ro t ec t his t r a m . 

Heaa Brakeman Fai r said he was standing near the br ick 
yard switcn, just east cf the poin t of acc iden t , as h i s en­
gine backed west on the mam track and saw ext ra 417 ap­
proaching from the west , a t aoout the poin t of the curve, a t 
a speed of about 20 miles an hour, and he ran toward that 
t r a m on the f i reman ' s s i d e , swinging h i s l an te rn , and then 
crossed to the engmeman's s i d e , but was unable to see any 
one on the engine nor d i d he r e c e i v e any s igna l s m acknowl­
edgment 01 his s top s igna l s . He said he d id not know how far 
ne ran towards the t r a m before he turned and ran eastward 
and stung his lantern to s top his own t r a m , which had near ly 
come to a stop before the c o l l i s i o n occurred. Brakeman Fa i r 
said that the i n d i c a t i o n of s igna l 276.1 was red as ex t ra 417 
approached He a l so sa id that whi le he was unable to see the 
markers on the tender of engine 417 owing to the smoke, he 
coulc. see a white l i g h t d i sp layea on the rear of the tender, 

Midale Brakeman Weakley said he was 5 or 6 car lengths 
east 01 the br ick yard swi tch , on the engmeman's s ide , when 
ihe c o l l i s i o n occurred and had not seen ex t ra 417 before the 
accident . He fur ther said that he understood that Conductor 
B r m l e y was p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r t r a m whi le i t was using the mam 
track, as was the custom Rear 3x&Keman Mull ins said he was 
protectsng the t r a m to the east and d id not see the approaci 
m g ex t ra . Engmeman L e s l e y sa id they had not completed the . 
work and were p u l l i n g west on the mam track to again go m t c 
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the b r i ck yard switch and he supposed as had been the custom 
that the conductor was p r o t e c t i n g them whi le they were work­
ing on th i s tracic. He said he -vas i o o K m g to the eas t f o r 
s igna ls and d i d not see ex t r a 417 before the c o l l i s i o n o c ­
curred 

Conductor Berry, of ex t ra 417, saia a s tep was made f o r 
water a t A t t j c a , jus t west of the s t a t i o n , and as the t r a i n -
order board was d i sp layed he went to the s t a t ion and obtained 
a t r a m order^ not i n v o l v e d m the accident., at which time 
the operator t o l d him to be on the lookout f o r ext ra 2431, 
/vhich was in the yard. He d i d not no t i ce the i nd i ca t i on of 
s igna l 276.9, east of the s t a t i o n , but as h i s engine passed 
him on i t s way eastward he handed a copy of the order to the 
fireman and communicated tine i n s t ruc t i ons he had r e c e i v e d to 
be on the lookout f o r the ex t ra and boarded the caboose. He 
said he saw ex t ra 2431 standing on the passing t rack, t o g e t l e 
wi th a caboose ,vith no markers di qplayed, which he concludec 
was no par t of a t r a i n . He fur tne r saj d tnat a f t e r seeing 
che caboose i t d i d not o c c i r to him that the l o c a l f r e i g h t 
t r a m was s t i l l m the yard as no markers were d i sp l ayed and 
a l so as that t r a m had been a t A t t i c a s i x hours p r ev ious ly 
when his t r a m was go ing west . -Re had ju s t entered the ca­
boose when the c o l l i s i o n occurred, whi le the t r a in was moving 
a t a speed of about 10 or 12 miles an hour, 3-rakemen Dempsey 
and Dicken said they were r i d i n g on the rear p la t form of the 
caboose u n t i l the t r a i n passed the c ross -over swi tch , and e s ­
timated tne speed of the t r a m at the time of the aocident 
to have been about 12 or 15 mi les an hour. They f e l t no a i r ­
brake a p p l i c a t i o n p r i o r to the c o l l i s i o n , although Brakeman 
Dempsey said the a i r v-as cut in on the caboose. 

Engmeman M i l l e r , of ex t r a 417. sa id that when the t r a m 
order v\as handed on a t A t t i c a he was t o l d to look out f o r 
ex t ra 2431 in the yard and that nothing was sa id about t r a in 
No. 76, He said the s igna l eas t of the s t a t i o n , 276,9, was 
d i sp l ay ing a stop i n d i c a t i o n , which he assumed was caused by 
the t r a m l o r wmch ne was t o l d to be on the lookout , and he 
proceeded s lowly to the c ross -over swi tcn, which was se t f o r 
the c ro s s -ove r , and when the switcn was l i n e d f o r the mam 
track by a memoer of the crew of ex t r a 2451, which was on the 
passing t rack , he r e c e i v e d a back-up signaj and increased 
speed. He a l s o said that there were two red and two white 
l i g h t s d i sp layed on the rear of the tender . Engmeman M i l j e r 
admitted that he d i d not look f o r tne i n d i c a t i o n of s igna l 
276.1 and sa id he d id not ask the fireman concerning i t s i n ­
d i c a t i o n and had no in t ima t ion cf an acc ident impending u n t i l 
the c o l l i s i o n occurred. 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l so developed tha t a t the time of the 
acc ident the crew of ex t ra 2431 was m possess ion of a copy 
of t r a m order No. 81 , reading in par t as f o l l o w s : 

"Eng 2431 run ex t ra A t t i c a to T i l t o n 
and meet ex t ra 417 eas t a t A t t i c a . 1 1 
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In vj ew of the f a c t that eadtbound t r a m s are SVVTTXO. 
bv d i r e c t i o n , thus order requ i red ex t ra 2431 to rega in a t 
A + T o c a , the poin t a t wm ch i t was c rea ted , u n t i l ex t ra 417 
a r r i v e d . A copy of the order was not -issued to the crew of 
exi . ia -±J 7 iiiher. th 3.t t r a in reached ^ t t m a , but -ngmemun 
M i ] ] e r had oeen co" d that that t ^ j n w^s there and warned to 
look ou^ f o r j to P i l e 5 p rov ides that a t meeting p o i n t s , 
i f a s igna l j s d i s p l a y i n g a sto"o mas ca t : on, a t r a in may p r o ­
ceed under f a 1 ! control^ and Lnginen^an O i l i e r t h e i e f o r e 
should nave s o proceeded a f t e r passing s i g ^ a j 276.9; he 
shoi jd a l so nave brought h is t r a m to a stop at sagna}. 276,1 , 
which i s an outbound s^g^al , -a th a round end_, and ha *e o b ­
ta ined a clearance I ron t i e d i spa tcher , f a i l i n g co obtain 
which ne could proceed only under fJag p r o t e c t i o n . 

Conductor K l m e j of extra. 2433, said h i s t r a m was 
standing on the paco; 15 traoi. west of the c ross -over and when 
he saw ex t ra ^ 3 7 l e^vrng m^ s t a t i o n , ne ins t ruc ted a brake-
man to J ins ;ne mam. 1; a c K crcss-o ' -e r s t i t c h f o r that t r a in . 
Brakeman Carter s ( iic_ h is t r a m was ready to head out of the 
passing t rac^ and that the c ^ o s s - r v e r switch had been l i n e d 
f o r that movement, but as ex t ra <±: 7 approacred he c losed the 
switch and g a \ e a p ^ 0 ^ e e d s ignal to the ergmenan of that 
t ra in to i n d i c a t e that the switch ras p rope r ly l i n e d , a t 
which time no sa.d "me speed of the t r a m ^ a s about 10 or 1? 
males an hour the engine passed him he no t i ced a white 
l i g h t on the rear of the tender but was not p o s i t i v e about 
see ing a red l i g h t . 

Operator Schwarm, a t A t t i c a , sa id he r ece ived a t r a in 
order i o r ex t ra <±!7 and d e l i v e r e d i t to cne conductor of 
that t r a i n and t o l d him to be on the lookout f o r ex t ra 2431 3 

wnich was m the yard, and d id not mention t r a in No. 76 as 
ne d id not know where i t was l o c a t e d He i u i t h e r said that 
about 20 minuses a f t e r he learned o f the occurrence o f the 
acc iden t , Conduced B r m l e y came in to the s t a t ion and he t o l d 
the conductor mat n is t r a m had been i n v o l v e d in an acc ident 
Track Super o e o r Kar ter said he was r : d m g m the caboose o f 
e x t r a 417 wi th 18 track l a o o r e r s and that the speed o f the 
t r a m was about "> E o r 20 mi l e s an ho.ur when the c o l l : S3 on 
occurred. He sa->d that a f t e r the acc ident he no t i ced the i n ­
d i c a t i o n o f s igna] 2^6 .1 , l oca t ed near ly opposi te the point 
of a cc iden t , and i t was a t s top 

Conclusions. 

This acc ident was caused by the f a i l u r e o f Conductor 
B r i n l e y , 01 t r a m No. ?6, t o provide proper p r o t e c t i o n f o r 
h is t r a in , and oy the f a i l u r e o f Enj;iiieiTjan M i l l e r , of ext ra 
417, to observe and ooey b lock s igna l i nd i ca t ions 



The ac t ion of Conductor b r m l e y in going t o t h e f r e i g h t 
house when he should have been p r o t e c t i n g his t r a m wh i l e i t 
was u&irg the main t racic denotes e i t h e r a misconception bf 
h i 3 dut ies or a l a x i t y m t h e i r performance. I t fur ther ap­
peared from the test imony that he had not taken steps t o p r o ­
vide h imself with f l a g g i n g equipment. An impera t ive duty 
r e s t ed upon him t o p r o t e c t h is t r a m , and had he p rov ided 
t h i s p r o t e c t i o n t m s accident undoubtedly would not have 
occurred* 

Engmeman M i l l e r should have operated his t r a m wi th caution' 
a f t e r pass ing s igna l 276.9, ins tead of doing t h i s he proceeded 
at a speed of 15 or 20 miles an hour, and although approaching 
a curve where the view from h i s s ide o f the engine was obscured 
he d id not b r ing n i s t r a i n under proper con t ro l or r equ i re 
the f i reman, v/ho v/as on the in s ide of the curve, t o maintain 
a proper l ookou t . Engmeman f i l l e r a l so f a i l e d t o ascer ta in 
the i n d i c a t i o n of s igna l ^ 7 6 * 1 , when as a matter of fact h is 
t r a m could nol pass t h i s s i g n a l , which was d i sp l ay ing a stop 
i n d i c a t i o n , without s topping and g e t t i n g ir, communication wi th 
the d i spa tcher . 

This accident again s e i v e e to d i r e c t a t t en t i on t o the 
nece s s i t y f o r the use of an automatic t r a m - c o n t r o l deviae 
which w i l l in te rvene t o s top a t r a i n whenever fo r any reason 
an engmeman f a i l s t o see or heed a stop s i g n a l . Had such a 
d e v i c e been in use , t m s accident would have been ave r t ed . 

Brakeman Fai r had been in s e r v i c e about 6 weeks, but a l l 
the other enp_oyees were exper ienced men. At the t ime of the 
accident tne crew of ex t r a 417 had been cn duty 13 hours and 
10 minutes, and the crew of t r a m Ho. 7 6 from 10 hours and oO 
•ninutes t o 12 hours, p rev ious t o which both crews had been 
o f f duty fo r pe r iods ranging from 17 t o 62-2" hours. 

Respec t fu l l y submitted. 

7 / . P . BORLAND, 

Dire ct o r . 


