
1002 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT ..HICH OCCURRED CN THE 
CHESAPEAKE & OHIO RAILWAY AT MARION, IND. , ON 
NOVEMBER 5, 1933. 

January 12, 1924. 

To the Commission: 

On November 5, 1923, there was a j?e&r-end c o l l i 
s ion between two f r e i g h t t r a ins on the Chesapeake & Onio 
Railway at Marion, I n d . , which resul ted in the death of 
one employee. 

Locat ion and method of opera t ion-

This acc ident occurred on the Miami d i s t r i c t of 
the Chicago D i v i s i o n , 'vhicn extends between Cinc inna t i , 
Ohio, and Peru, I n c , a dis tance of 160 mi l e s - In the 
v i c i n i t y of the poin t o f acc ident t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k 
l i n e over which t ra ins are operated by T ime- tab le , t r a i n 
orders and a manual o l o c k - s i g n a l system. The acc ident 
occurred at a p o i n t approximately 2300 f e e t west of the 
s t a t i o n at Marion; approaching th i s po in t from the east 
tne trca-ck: i s tangent f o r approximately 2,000 f e e t , tnere 
i s tnen a 5°* curve to the r i g h t 1,310 f e e t m leng th , 
fo l l owed by tangent t rack to the poin t of acc iden t , 80S 
f e e t d i s t an t . The grade f o r more than 3,000 f e e t i s 1 
per cent descending f o r westbound t r a ins - A c l e a r view 
o f the po in t of acc ident can be had from tne engine cf 
a westbound t r a m f o r a. d is tance of about 1,000 f e e t . 

Tnere was a l i g h t mist at the time of the a c c i 
dent, which occurred at 5.20 a.m. 

Desc r ip t ion -
Westbound f r e i g h t t r a i n ex t ra 439 cons is ted of 33 

cars ana a caboose, hauled by engine 439, and was in charge 
of Conductor Ke i th ana Engineman W i l l i s - This t r a i n l e f t 
Fowler ton, 11*4 miles from Marion and the l a s t open o f f i c e , 
a t 12-52 a.m. At Jonesboro, 5.1 miles from Marlon, the 
t r a i n was cut in two and the engine and 20 cars p roceed
ed to Marion, the engine then returnea to Jonesboro and 
brought the remaining 13 C o r s to Marion- The t r a i n had 
j u s t been coupled and was reo-dy to depart when the rear 
end was struck by extra 437. 
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ftestbound f r e i g h t t r a in ext ra 437 consis ted of 17 
cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 437, one was in 
charge o f Conductor Floyd and Engmemo-n firmer. This 
t r a i n passed Fowler ton at 4,48 ^ .n . and a t 5,20 *..m.t 

while t r a v e l i n g at a speed estimated to have been between 
3 and S miles an hour, c o l l i o e d with the rear df ex t ra 459. 

The caboose o f ex t ra 439 was demolished, engine 
437 was de r a i l ed to the r i g h t and came to res t m an 
upr ign t p o s i t i o n , d i agona l l y across tne track* The 
employee k i l l e d was the head braxeman of ex t ra 437, 

S u g a r y of ev idence . 

Conductor Ke i th , oi ex t ra 439, said that upon 
a r r i v i n g at h'arion with the 20 cars from Jonesboro, these 
cars were l e f t on the mam track between tne switches 
of the passing track; the engine then returned to Jones-
ooro ana hauled the remaining 13 cars to Marion. Upon 
a r r i v i n g at l iarion with t h i s por t ion oi tne t r a m , he 
ins t ruc ted the flagman to p r o t e c t the rear ena and then 
went to the head end to a s s i s t the inexper ienced head 
brake man m coupl ing the t r a m toge the r . The flagman 
was s t i l l in the caboose but he supposea he would go 
back to f l a g - The conductor old not near ex t ra 437 
approaching ana said he had ju s t made the coupl ing be
tween the two sec t ions o f the t r a m ana stepped from 
between the cars when the c o l l i s i o n occurred- Conauctor 
Ke i th a l s o said that in the caboose there were the proper 
s i g n a l s f o r the use of tne flagman-

Flagman Pursian, of ex t ra ^39, said that upon a r 
r i v i n g at Marion with the l a s t po r t i on o f the t r a m he was 
ins t ruc ted to p r o t e c t his t r a i n , took a white l an te rn , 
and went back only about three car l eng ths , as tnere *.as 
a c l e a r view o f the t rack t o the rear f o r a dis tance of 
about 16 or 18 car l eng ths . He did not hear extra 437 
approaching, but saw i t when i t was aoout 10 or 13 car 
lengths d i s tan t and immediately gave stop s igna l s which 
were not acknowledged, extra 437 passing hin and c o l l i d i n g 
wi th the rear o f h is t r a i n whi le t r a v e l i n g at a speed he 
thought to have been c_bout 6 or 7 miles an hour- He said 
the reason he took the white lantern instead of a red 
lan tern wnen he s ta r ted oack t o f l a g was because h is red 
lan tern was hanging from a chain a t the rear o f the 
caboose ana he thought i t would serve a b e t t e r purpose 
to nave three red l i g h t s on the caboose than two such 
l i g h t s - Flag_nan Pursian was thoroughly f a m i l i a r with 
the dut ies of a flagman and s a i d he understood the rules 
p e r t a i n i n g to his du t ies , and! his reason f o r not going 
back a g rea t e r dis tance was the f a c t tha t he thought no 
other t r a in was within 40 or 50 miles o f h is own t r a i n . 



Engmeman Er insr , of ext ra '±37, said that he 
r ece ived a caution card ^t Eowlertcn vmch ind ica ted 
tn^t ext ra 439 hac departed from that po in t a t 12.52 a.m. 
anc a i r e c t e d h is own t r a i n to "proceed caut iously from 
Fowler ton to M a n o r , " hi& understanding o f the caut ion 
card rfas tnat he snoula opera te h i s t r a m unaer f u l l 
c o n t r o l so r egu la t ing the speed that there .vould be no 
acc ident even i f nc f l a g p r o t e c t i o n were provided by 
the preceding t r a i n . Engmeman B r m e r sa id the speed 
0 1 h is t r a m was about 10 or 12 miles an nour approaching 
Ma.non and upon l eav ing the curve waxen is about 1,000 
f e e t east o f the po in t of acc iden t , he nade a. s e r v i c e 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r brakes, j u s t a f t e r which he sa>v 
the red l i g h t s on the caboose- He immediately app l i ed 
the a i r or^kes in emergency, &nd while an emergency e f f e c t 
was not obta ined, his f i r s t impression was that n is t ra in 
woula oe stopped in time to aver t the c o l l i s i o n , however, 
the speea was not s u f f i c i e n t l y reduced and when one o r 
two cars lengths from the caboose he reversea the engine 
ana on account of the low ro-te o f speea was able to step 
o f f on the ground- Engmeman B r m e r a l so s ta ted that he 
aiQ nou see any fusees or encounter t.ny torpedoes, and 
that he saw the flagman of ex t ra <t39 l eave the caooose and 
s t a r t back g i v i n g stop s igna l s at the time his t r a i n was 
two Q<XT lengths from the Saboose. The statements of 
Fireman Hopper p r a c t i c a l l y v e r i f i e d tnose o f Engmeman 
B r m e r . 

Conductor Floya, o f ex t ra 439, s ta ted he was r i a m g 
m the cupola, approach!ng tne po in t of accident and as 
the t r a m xoundea tne curve ju s t before en te r ing upon the 
tangent t rack upon which the c o l l i s i o n occurred, he saw 
the red marker l i g h t s o f a caboose ahead and a t the same 
time saw seme one who appeared to be about 4 or 5 car 
lengths from the rear o f that t r a m g i v i n g stop s igna l s 
wi tn a wmte l i g h t - He est imated that tne speed of his 
t r a m had been reduced from 15 miles an hour to from 5 
t o 8 miles an hour a t the time oi the acc iden t , and thought 
Engmeman Brmer was using good judgment i n the opera t ion 
o f tne t r a i n under the caut ion card. 

Conclu s ions . 

This accident was caused by the f a i l u r e o f Flagman 
Pursian, of ex t ra 439, p rope r ly t o p r o t e c t h is t r a i n . 

ll'hile c o n f l i c t i n g in minor d e t a i l s , the evidence 
c l e a r l y ind ica tes that the most Flagman Pursian did to 
p r o t e c t his t r a m was to go oack two or three car lengths 
s i t h a .\hito l i g h t , » h i l e he gave as a reason fo r not 
g o i n g oack a g rea t e r dis tance the f a c t that he thought 
no other t r a m w &s within 40 or 50 mi les oi nis own t r a i n . 
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He admitted having been ins t ructed by Conductor Ke i th to 
p r o t e c t his t r a m , and while he said he a io not hear tne 
whis t l e signo.1 f o r f l a g p r o t e c t i o n sounaea by nis engine-
man, ne i*as f u l l y ..ware that f l a g p r o t e c t i o n was expected-
For such gross neg l igence there can oe no excuse. 

This accident d i r e c t s a t t e n t i o n to the necess i ty 
f o r automatic t r a i n c o n t r o l , had an adequate dev ice of 
th i s character oeen in use , t h i s accident might ho-ve been 
pre ventea. 

At Tne time of the accident none o f the employees 
invo lved in th i s accident nad been on duty in v i o l a t i o n 
of any o f the p rov i s i ons of the nours o f s e r v i c e law. 

R e s p e c t i u l i y submitted, 

w. p . BORLAND. 

D i r e c t o r . 


