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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CONMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCRRNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE CHICAGO, ST.PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & OMAHA
RAILWAY NEAR MARSEFIELD, WIS., Off SEPTEMBER 2l, 1932,

November 33, 1932.

To the Commiesgion:

On September 31, 1932, there was a Trear-end collision
between two freight trains on the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis
& Omaha Rairlway near Marshfield, Wis,, which resulted in the
1ajury of two employees.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Marshfield Sub-divagion of the
Eastern Division, which extends between Merrillan and Marghfield,
Wis.,, a digbtence of 37.9 miles, and 1s a single-track line over
which traine are operated by time-table and train orders,no
block-gignal system being in use. The point of accident was
within yard limits, about 3,700 feet east of the west yard-
limit board and approximatzly 4,80C fect west of the station
at Marehfield. Approaching the point of accident from the west,
there 18 a 2° curve to the ripht, 800 feet 1n length, followed
by 3,211.,7 feet of tangent track and then a 2° curve to the
left 1,245 feet 1n length, the accident occurring on this
latter curve approximately 750 fect from 1te western end. The
grade 18 0.808 per ceat ascending for eastbound traine for a
distance of approximatcly 4,100 feet to within 300 feet of the
point of accident, and 1t is then level to the point of
accident, A passing treck 4,350 feet in length parallels the
main track on the north, the ecast switch being located 2,181
feet west of the station,

The wcather was clear at the timec of the accident, which
occurred about 2.25 p.m,

Description

Bastbound freight train extra 3326 consisted of 31 cars and
a caboosc, hauled by cngine 2328, and was in charge of Conductor
McKinnon and Engineman Ticbort. This train dopar ted from Merril-
lan at 11,30 a.u., according to the train sheet, arrived at
Marshfield gt 1.45 p.m., and the rear portion of the train was

%oftlggandlng on the main track, where 1t was struck by train
0. .
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Fastbound third-class freight troin Mo. 168 comsisted of four
cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 316, and was 1n eharge of
Conductor Strande and Engineman Benson. This trsin departed from
Merrallan at 12.40 p.m., according to the train sheet, 30 minutes
late, left Chili, 9.5 miles west of Mareghfield, at 2.14 p.m.,

39 minutes late, and collided 1ath the rear end of extra 2326
while traveling at a spe~d variously estimated to have been froa
10 te 30 miles per hour.

The cabooge of extra 2336 was telesgcoped by engine 316 and
the two ears ahead of the caboose were badly damarer’; enpine 316
also was considerably damaged. UYone of the cars in either train
waa deralled. The employees injured were the engianeman and
coaductor of train No. 168,

Summary of evidence

Conductor McKinnon, of extra 8336, stated that vhen his train
arrived at Marshfield 1t was stopped to clear the east end of the
passing track, the rear end of the train standing about one-half
mile east of the yard-limit board, where 1t was customary to
leave the train while work was being performed. Tne work had been
completed and he had received his orders, but before he returned
to kis train he was informed of the collision.

Flagman Kebble, of extra 2326, stated that he assisted in
uncoupling care which were to be set out at Marshfield ond later
coupled up the cars picked up, and was on his way to the rear end
of hig traian and hed rcached a poiat about 10 or 15 car-lengths
from the caboosge vhen he heard trein llo, 168 whistle for the
creseing located about 900 fect west of the caboose, and about a
minute later 1t struck his train. Heoestimated that when he
firgt saw train No, 168 approaching 1ts specd was from 25 to
30 miles per hour. Flagman Kcbble further stated that on several
occasiong traln No, 168 ha overtaken thig train while standian
on the main track at this point and had headed around 1% through
taie paseing track,

Enfineman Benson, of train No, 168, stated that approachirg
the yard-limit board at Marshfield he was operating his train at
a high rate of specd, which he raduced to about 25 miles pcr
hour, and as he rcached the curve on which the accident cccurred
he further recduced the spced to about 15 or 30 milcs an” was
traveling at that rate when he saw the ¢aboose about four car-
longtas ahead of his cengane., He applicd the air breakes 1n
emergeney and jJumpel off, and at thc time of the collision he

thought the spced was about 10 miles per hour. Engaineman Bensgon
knew extra 23326 departed from Merrillan at 11,15 or 11,30 a.m.,
and did not cxpecct to overtake 1t, He was familiar with rule 93,
waich requires protection within yvard limite only againet first-
class trains, and thought he hard hisg train practicelly under
control, but stated that 1f the fircman had been looking ahcad
the fircman covld have scen the caboose in time to have warncd



a1, tous enabling him to stop tefore the collision. He further
statec that the air brakes seemed to work properly, and ne thought .
ne reversed the ensine; after the accident the fireman sold him

t1at t:e engine was 1n the reverse positiocn, Engineman 3encon did
not -ww bis fireman was making his first trip over this terri-

tory 10r the past scveral years, !

rireman Lenz, of train No., 168, stated that this was his
first trip on the Marshfield Sub-division since 1227, and that he
di1d not Lnow exactly where the passing track and yard-lirit ovoard
were located, althouch he had seen a bulletin at The timz the
onire was made, Aftver leaving Chili they were travelin., at a
ni.,~ rate of speed, probably 40 or 45 miles per hour, and as they
reacued a bridge which 1s about 1,400 feet west of the yaid-lirmit
boaid tae engineman applied the brakcs and then released chew, and
maie 0o further effort to reduce speed until they reached the
curve oo walch the accident occurred. Fireman Leaz stated that
ne <laiced anead at the highway crossing located just west of the
cuive, and tnen stepped down to attenc'to his fire, he felt the
g1 lunge as 1t strucl the curve ard vmen he pot back ap »n
tnz cao the eagineman was then making a service application of the
bra.es, Fireman Lenz looked anead, saw the caboose about 12 car—
lea the distant, and called to the engiav |@an, the latter applying
the vra.es 1n emergency.

{onductor Strande, of train No., 183, staled that as trey
rousted the curve west of the curve on which the accicdent occuurred,
he relt an air-brake application which reduced the speed to te-
twee . 30 and 35 miles per hour, and he assumned that the engineman
would enter the passing track at Marshfield, he had made a rerark
to that effect to Brakeman Brott after leaving Chili, thinkiag
tnat voe extra train propably would be occupying the main track.
de wes 'making out his reports and the neéxt thing he noticed was
that they were passing ovér the switch, Bralkeman 3rott then
looxed out ahead and saw the rear end of the extra train and
warnel those in the caboose of the impending danger,

“ead Brakeman Brott, of train No, 168, who was ridia; 1n the
cahoose, stated that when he looked out approaching Marshlield
tacy we:e passing over the switch, at a speed of about 30 wiles
per hour, and he realized tnat they were traveling at too high a
rate of speed. He saw the caboose of extra 2326 about 35 car-
lcn-tas disfant, warned the others, and then prepared to ret off,
but d1d net jump until their engine uas about one or two car— .
lzasths Trom the carnnse, at which time the speed of his train
was avcout 20 miles per hour.

Rear Brakeman Doolittle, of train No. 188, stated tanat he was
lookiu, out of the windo- dn the left sice »i the caboose aud socon
after passing the switcl the brakes were appligd 1n.emerpercy and
he covld see the rear end of the extra t_iin around the curve,

He made no attempt to leave tne train anc estimated the speed to
have been 18 or 20 miles per hour at the time of the collision.,



Conclusions

T. 18 accident was caused pv the failure of Engineman 3enson
of trazn No, 163, to operate his train under proper control within
vard liniss,

Aule 93 of tae operatirg rules provides that second and third
clasg and extra trains must move within yard limits prepared to
8to, unless the main tracg 18 seen or knovn to be clear., The
evi.2,ce 1adicaies that En-ineman 3enson was familiar with this
rule and iade a service application of the Dbrages approachlag the
vari-11i01t poard, bat dad act a.a1n make any attempt to reduce the
speca of his truin uatil ae IE&CLEd the curve on which the
accident occurred, 1t was then tcoo late to stop 1n time to avertd
the accident, It also appeared t.at he was depending on the
firc .an to inform him of conditions ahead, but the firemin, after
see1l.” that the crossing just vest of tnis curve was clear,
atte ded to his fire and when he looked out apain he saw the
cavoose ahead, the engineman appareatly seeing 1t at the same
t1.1¢. If necessary for the safe operation of his train, Engine—
maa _enson siould have instructed the fireman, who 1t afterwards
apuveared was not entirely farmiliar with the territory, tc main-
tain a lookout fro~ the left side while passing through t-ese
yard liaits.

Ia addition to that part of rule 93 referred to above, this
rule provides that "yard limit toards will be placed at cerliain
glatioas designated 1n time-table., within yara limits tue main
track .ay be used, protecting against first class ftrains." O0On
tae other hand, ncwever, rule 12, of tne special i1nstructions in
tae time-table, reads as follows:

"On the £llsworth, ***Marshfield, ***Subp-divisions
Trains will, when possiole, be notified of following
extras by the train aispatcher wao will i1ssue train
nrder to all trains affected, in the following form

'"C and E.. .. at . . . after R
protect against extra,. ..{zast or west),.

"Preceding trains receiving this order will, after
tne specifield time, protect according to rule 99, 1In
vhe absence of tnls crder trains may occupy the main
track at stations between station mile ooards, protect-
12 apal1nst scheduled trains only, and feollowing extras
108t approach all staticns prepared to stop, expectiang
o flnd tﬂe ma1n track eccuplcd between stabtion mile
onards,

Thais rule requires trains standing inside the mile boards
at staticns to prolect against all scheduled trains, wnereas rule
93 requires traians within yard limits to protect against faivst-
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clase trains only. Engineman Benson understood he was governed
by t1e provisions of rule 93, wihich places on the approaching
train the duty of moving prepared to stop, and did not understand
tnat vime-table rule 13 applied, which would have requirec

extry 2325 to protect against him by flag, Since hls traln was a
overlue scneduled train, The provisions of these rules sanould be
mnace consistent with each other before they result in the occur-

rence of an accident.
Respectfully submitted,

W. P. Borland,

Director.



