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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN 
ACCIDENT ON THE CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILWAY NEAR MARICOPA, 

ALA., ON AUGUST 18, 1932 

November 9, 1932. 

To the Commission 

On August 18, 1932, there w a s a derailment of a mixed train 
on the Central of Georgia Railway near Maricopa, Ala. , which 
resulted m the daath of 1 passenger, and the injury of 7 passen­
gers and 5 employees. 
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Location and method of operation 

accident occurred on the Andalusia District of 
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The track is laid with 63-g—pound rails 30 feet m length, 
with 16 tieated ties to the rail-length, partly tie-plated, and 
single-spiked except that on curves the tie plates are ' 
spiked. The ballast is of cinders, 12 inches 
general maintenance of the track is good 

is 
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The weather ^as clear 
occurred about 11 45 a.m. 

at the time of the accident, ™hich 

Description 

Westbound first-class mixed t r a m No. 15 consisted of 3 box 
cars, 1 tank car, 1 box car, 1 scale test car, 1 camp car, 1 box 
Car, 1 steel partition coach and 1 wooden baggage and mail car, in 
the order named, hauled by engine 419, and was m charge of 
Conductor Hardy and Engmeman Young. This t r a m left Troy, the 
last open office, 22.8 .niles east of Maricopa, at 10.50 a.m., 
according to the train sheet, five minutes late, made station stops 
at Goshen and Glen^ood, 13.4 and 17.4 miles west of Troy, respec­
tively, passed the siding at Maricopa, and was derailed while 
traveling at a speed estimated to have been between 30 and 35 miles 
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per hour. 

Engine 419 and the first five cars ^ere not derailed, the 
scale test car and the following fonr cars ^ere derailed to the 
left or south and stopped parallel ^ith the track. The scale test 
car "as bottom up, Tuth its front end 331 feet "est of the first 
"heel mark of derailment, and the remaining four cars ™orc behind 
it and on their left sides The employees injured wore the con­
ductor, brake "nan, baggage master, mail clerk and. the scale tester 

Summary of evidence 

Engmeman Young stated that the t r a m m a s drifting at a speed 
of oet"een 30 and 35 miles per lour "hen the accident occurred, he 
had looked bach along his t r ^ m ^hen rounding curves, but noticed 
nothing "long or any rolling ir staying of the sortie tost car, 
which nad been placed m the train at Troy, neither did he notice 
any rough cpots m the track. Uniform speed had oeen maintained 
en route, and he "as endeavoring to keep "mthm the sp^ed linit 
of 30 miles per hour and yet make tho best time possible In the 
vicinity ol Maricopa he sa1" Section Foreman Etheredge and "aved to 
him as the engine passed but he did not look back afterwards. 
Engmeman Young had no idea "nat caused the accident, alxhougn he 
thought the scale test car "as the first to be derailed. Fireman 
White stated that he "P S sitting on bis saat box looking ahead and 
that his first knowledge of anything "rong "as -"hen the air brakes 
applied as a. result of the derailment, on looking back he sa T O the 
rear cars m the t r a m taming over. Statements of Flagman Jones 
and Brakeman Hod_o brought out nothing additional of importance, no 
statement obtained from Conductor H>rdy, o m n g to his condi­
tion a result of injuries. 

Scale Tester Schellmg, -"-ho "as m the camp car accompanying 
the scale test car, at^ti' that on tne trip in Question he became 
very much concerned about the Banner m which the cars ""ere riding. 
The speed of the t r a m "^s at least 35 miles per hour, pnd he told 
the conductor they "ere running too fast m d left the enmc car and 
went bacK into the coach to ride, the conductor's reply "is that he 
had lost his nerve. On reaching Glen"ood his helper also expressed 
fear on account of the manner m ^'hich the car "as riding, so he 
told his helper to come back into the coach and ride. While at 
Clen"ood, Scale Tester Schellmp looked over the scplr test car, 
but found nothing ^rong, P 1 1 nuts ^nd bolts that regulate the 
lafteral being tight, and ther^ "as no excessive lateral. 

Section Foreman Bowers, m charge of tne section east of that 
upon which the accident occuired, stated that he was working m 
the vicinity of mile post 337, this point being about 11-g- miles 
east of where the accident occurred, and that when t r a m No. 15 
passed him at a speed of about 35 niles per hour he noticed an 
unusual lateral motion of tne scale test car, but not enough to 
cause undue alarm and he made no attempt to give a danger signal 
to any member of tne crew. After receiving a message about the 
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accident, he returned to Troy and on nis way back ne noticed that 
tne track mas out of gauge s,s ia;!i ae inches between ^ile posts 
383?- and 383-qr, the tracK; b e m , spread first on one side and then 
on the other, T i t h the spikes pushed o it ol the ties The track 
alt,o nas spread considerably at mile post 333 and to a lemer 
degree at r-everal otnor points At the p o u t s ^here the track 
was ppread the grade was descendmg for westbound trains and the 
track was straight. He >ad .ieet cefom had open gauge on tanpent 
track on his section, m d s, nd tint it w ?g not sere ad when he went 
over it m the kerning on h„h westbound trip 

Section Foreman Ftheredgn, in charge of the section upon which 
the accident occurred, stated that he fas working opposite the 
passenger landing at Maricopa wh.n tr^in Ho. 15 cussed at a speed 
of about 30 or 35 miles per nour and re noticed, the scale test car 
GWI icing i ro ii side to side, he endeavored to attract the engine-
man 1 e n i. tent ion to the unusual motion of the car, but to no avail, 
as the enpiiie nan d i d not loon back after the train passed. Sub­
sequent to tho accident he nspect^d the trade on hi s section and 
found it spread out of gai ne at several places, firct on one iide 
of th" tr tck and then on the other, the maxi/min spread being l-£ 
mcnos =nid t̂ e, indications w, -re that it wps caused, by an unusual 
lateral "accl thrust Thoon places were principally at points 
whore tne t r a m was drifting aown grade, on straight trick, the 
worst places oomg rip-ht at the bottom of the grpdor.. 

Track Supervisor Howard stated that ho rode over this track 
on a motor 0a 7 1 on August 9, --^ th nh on August ]5 he rode over it 
on an engine, on both of thocc occ^mons the trae'e appeared to be 
m bood condition. 

In regard to the track inning sere ad out of pnuge m numerous 
places, ii^ot on one side and then on tho oth°r, apparently due to 
unusual lateral thrusts o^ tho scale tost car, it war found tnat 
this condition extended PJ far oack as 13 rules east of where the 
accident occurred, almost to Troy, where tho scale t< st car had 
been placed m tne t r a m , m d these spreads leisured from one-n^lf 
to l}r mcr.es and ranged frc 30 to 34 feet m length, shovmg the 
spikes fro 1 the tins A1J A thesn placet, w h n r the track was 
spread out of gauge occurred on tangent track Paid ^ere either on 
descending grades or on level track lr/mediatc] v following a des­
cending <rndo, THERE the trL'in ^PP drifting or D light throttle 
only Doing used and the slack bunched" m the tram. 

Central of Georgia soils test c->r Ho 3013] wr.s built in » — 

August, 1933. It has p ™rcig;t of 80,000 pounds, a wheel-base of Q 
7 feet, a total lcngLn of 15 fort 9^ inches, and a w 1 (jth of 9 
fe-t, while 1ti height, from top 01 rpil to the running board, is 
5 feet ^ m c h . It is eauippod with four 35-mch rolled-steel 
wheels mounted on Hyatt roller bcannr-s. The gauge of the wheels 
measured 53 l/3 inches, oack Lo back of flanges, the lateral m 
the "heels on the front tiuck w a D 14/33 inch and on the rear truck 
15/33 inch, after w ^ k m ^ deductions of 13/33 inch for slip These 
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mc^surements no re made subsequent +o the >ccidont a f t e r the scpfe 
t e s t e^r hrd been r e s i l e d end moved about 110 m i l e s t o Columbus, 
Ga. , du r ing r d i i c h t r i o one of the Commission's l n & p e c t o r ' g rode 
t h i s car and the t r u n a t t a i n e d a speed of 20 t o 25 m i l e s pr r hour. 
Wo r o c k u i j o i swaying o f t^e c-^r ^as n o t i c e d , a l though at th^ t 
t ime the c a r had a b roken p e d e s t a l and was p a r t l y b l o c k e d up, 
t h i s p e c o s t a l tne r i g h t l e a d p e d e s t a l . Search ^as made by 
company o f f L C i a l s on a motor c^ r I r o n Trov t o m o scene of the 
a c c i d e n t in an e n d e a v o r t o f i n d the Droken p a r t s , but t o no a v a i l 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t i s b e l i e v e d t o have oat n p r m a r i l v caused oy 
e x c e s s i v e apeed. 

The e v i d e n c e I i d : ca t as tha t th< j maximum p e r m i p p i b l e swecd 
f o r a p a s s e n g e r t r a m bund l ing f r e i g n t c a r s , 30 m i l e s p e r hour , 
was be ing e x c e e d e d t o soma e x t e n t , H a i l e S c a l e T e a t ^ r S c h e l l m g 
s a i d both he and h i s h e l p e r were so much c o n c e r n e d about tha man­
ner m r h i c h the s c a l e t e s t ca r T~wis n d i n g t h^ t i t 'was c a l l e d t o 
the a t t e n t i o n o f Conductor I l^rdy and tha t t h e y ^ent oack i n t o 
the coacn t o r i d e , one of the s e c t i o n foreman n o t i c e d t h a t the 
s c a l e t o s t car wps swaying t o such an e x t e n t t ha t he t u e d t o 
a t t r a c t tne e n g m e m a n ' P ->t cent i o n The s t a t emen t s of th-nac i , T i t -
n c s s e s , c o u p l e d 1 i t h the f ic t t h a t the t rpcK " a s found t o have 
been sp read m numerous p l a c e s en rou t e from T r o y t o the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t , f i r s t on one s ide and than on tne o t a ^ r , a p p a r e n t l y as 
a r e s u l t o f tha s t r a i n se t up by tho unusu- 1! l a t e r a l t h r u s t of 
the shor t heavy s c a l e t e a t c ? r , s h o v i n g the s p i k e s from tho t i e s , 
i n d i c a t e thaat the s c a l e t e s t c a r v ' a s b e i n g l o v e d at t o o h igh a 
r a t e o f spaed f o r t he l i g h t t r a c k o v e r ^ h i c h i t T r as runn ing . 

P a s s e n g e r t r a m s hand l ing f r o i m t c^rs pre r e s t r i c t e d t o the 
p e r m i s s i b l e f r e i g h t t r a m speed of the d i s t r i c t i n v o l v e d . , and on 
the Anda.lusia D i s t r i c t f r e i g h t t r a m s are l i m i t e d to a speed of 
30 an l e a p e r hour m the t e r r i t o r y in q u e s t i o n . There was no 
f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t i n g speed f o r the p c a l e t e s t c a r , nor were t h e r e 
any i n s t r u c t i o n s as t o ^he re i t shou ld ce p l a c e d m the t r a m , 
a l t hough t h e r e ^as p a i n t e d on the a ide of the c a r , in l a r g e l e t ­
t e r s , the r. 0Tds "MUST BE FAULED OF HEAR OF T R A I N " . T h i s i s a 
car of unusual t y p e , and p rope r i n s t r u c t i o n s r ^ o a l d be i s s u e d t o 
i n su re i t s s a f e n-nidlinc, m e n -wrr/ir- i t around o v e r the system 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

7 P BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


