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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

HEPORT OF THE DIRECTCR COF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCFRNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RATILWAY NEAR MARICOPA,
ALA., ON AUGUST 18, 19323

November 9, 1933.

To the Commission

On Augnast 18, 1932, there wss a derailment of a mixed train
on the Central of Georgia Railway near iflaricopsa, Ala., vhich
resulted in the death of 1 passenger, and the injurv of 7 passen—
gers and S5 employees.

Location and wethod of operation

This accadent occurred on the Andalusia Digtrict of the
Columbus Division, extendint between Colurous, Ga., and Andalusia,
Ala,, a distance of 138,3 mileg, this 1s a single-track line over
which traias zre operated by time-tabtle and train orders, no
block-signal cysten being in use. The accident occurred 23,1153
feet wesl of the gi1ding at jiaricopa, approaching froem the east,
there 13 2 4° curve to the right 1,015 feet in length, followed
by 2,485 feet of tangent, the accident occurring on this tangent
at a poant 278 fect from 1ts eastern end The grade for westbound
traing 18 descending, varying from O 39 to 1,04 per cent, to
within 150 feet of the point of accident, and then 1t 1s level to
and for a considerable distance beyond that point.

The track 1s lai1d with 633-pound rails 30 feet in length,
with 16 treated ties to the rail-length, partly tie-plated, and 1s
single-spiked except that on curves the tie plates are deouble-
spiked. The ballast 1s of cinders, 13 inches in depth, and the
general maintenance of the track 1s good

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, ™hich
ococurred about 11 45 a,m,

Descraiption

Westbound first-class mixed train No., 15 consisted of 3 box
cars, 1l tank car, 1 box car, 1 scale test car, 1 camp car, 1 box
car, 1l steel partition coach and 1 wooden baggage and maill car, in
the order named, hauled by enwine 419, and was 1n charge of
Conductor Hardy znd Engineman Young. This train left Troy, the
last open office, 23.8 miles east of ¥aricnpa, at 10.30 a.m.,
according to the train sheet, five minutes late, made station stops
at Goshen and Glenwood, 13.4 and 17.4 miles wegt of Troy, respec-—
tively, passed the s1dinz at raricopa, and was derailed while
traveling at a speed esgtimated to have been between 30 and 35 miles
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per hour.

Enginc 419 and the first five cars were not derailed, the
scale teat car and the followiur fouar cars were derailed to the
left or south and stopped psrallel —i1th the track., The gscale test
car —ag bottom up, "1lh 1ts front end 331 feet —est of the first
wheel wmark of dersilment, and the remaining four cars were behind
1% and on their left sides Tre employecs i1njured "ere the con-
ductor, brakewnan, bageage master, mei1l clerk and the gcale tester

Sumrnary of evidence

Engineman Young stated thet the train mas drifting at a spced
of wetmeen 30 and 35 miles per Tour vhen the accidsnt occurred, he
had looked beclr along his trmin when rounding curves, but noticed
nothinz vionz or any rolling »r gwaving of the seale test car,
vhich had been placed 1n the tr=ain =t Troy, neither did he notice
any rouzh cpote in the treck., Un:ifcrm specd had pcen meintained
en route, and he vas endeavoring to keep withia the speed linit
of 30 miles per hour and ye+* makc the best time possible In tre
vicinity ol liaricopa he sa~ Sectioa Foremen Etheredge and —eved to
him =25 the engine passed but he did not look back after—ards.
Engineman Young had no i1dea wnat caused the accident, although he
thought the scale test car —as the first to be derailed. Firemen
White stated that he ve=s sitting on his saat box looking ahead #nd
that his fTirst knomledge of ~aything wront vas —hen the alr brpkes
applicd as o result of the d reilment, on looking back hc saw the
rear cars 1n the train tarniag over. Stetements of Flagman Joncs
and Breokeuwan Hodo brocught out aothing adiitional of importance, no
gtatement w—og obtnincd from Conducter Hardy, oming to his condi-
tion ~g a result of 1njurics.

cale Tester Scheliing, who ™as 1n the camp car accompenying
the scale test car, statie? that on sne trip 1n guestion he become
very much concerned about the nsnner 1n “hich the cars mere riding.
The spced of the train vs at least 35 miles per hour, and he told
the conductor they —ere rarning too fnst -nd left the comn cer end
ment Lack 1nto the coach to ride, the conductor's reply —ag theat he
had lost his ncrve. On reaching Glenvood his helper also exproseed
fear on sccount of the manner in which the caT "aeg r1ding, so he
told his helper to come back into the cosch and ride. While ai
Glenmood, Scale Tester Schellins looked over the scele tesgt car,
but found wmothing wreng, »11 auts =nd bolts that regulsate the
lateral opcing tight, and ther~ 7ns no exccesive leteral,

Sectioa Feoremen Bowers, 1n charge of tae section east of that
upon which the accident occuirred, stated that he was working 1in
the vicinity of mile post #8387, this point being about ll% miles
east cf where the accident occurred, and that when train No. 15
passed him at a speed of avout 35 siles per hour he noticed an
unusual lateral motion of tae scale test car, but not enough to
cause unaue alarm and he wade no attenpt to give a danger signal
to any member of tue crew. after receiviag a message about the
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accident, he returned to Trtny and on “ig vay back .e noticed that
tne track e ag out of paure as mu-h age 1y 1nchea between mile posts
5835 and OBdu, the track bein, sprecad first on one side and then

on the olhe vith 1he spikes pashed o1t of the tres The stock

alco was pT ed consrderably ot mile post 333 and to a legaer

degres at #2veIsl o%ncr points At the poiatso vhere the track .
wac epcead the grade Was dosccndrue for vestbound trains sand the

track vas slraignht. He *ad acver zefore had orean gouzgs on tancent
tracX on hig scction, and s -d that 11 Tee not evnread Then he weat
over 1t in the worning on h.s vestiouard fTrip

Soctioa Foreman Etheredge, in charec of ihe section upon ~hich
the accident occurred, staltel that Le wag workKing opposite tne
passeng~ T laading at lMaricopa wh.a itrsin No., 15 passed at a speed
of about 30 or 55 miles per nour and rae neticed the scele test car
gwiie1ny froag s1d¢ to g1do, he endesvored to attract the conzine-
man's artention to the unvsunl motion o7 the car, but to no avail,
as the engine aan Ai1cd not loo.s back aiter the train passed,  Sub-
gcquent 1o the accident hL 118perob~d the track on his gectioa and
found 1% sproad out of gelioe At several plache, firct on onc sice
of the Lr.ck and then on 113 nther, the mexiawa gpread boing 135
inches  =uad the indlicativas w re that 1t ves caused by aa unuasval
lateral srnecel tbhrust Theoo placaes were princivally at points
where tne traln was Arifting aovn grade, on stra oht tr-ck, the
wmorst places veanzg rizht at the bottem o the gredoan,

Track Supcrviser Eowerd stoted thalt he rode over thig treek
on » motor car on Aa~ust 9, =7 th-' on August 15 he rode over 1t
cn n entire, on both of theco oco-osione the trect appenred to be
1n 4o0d condition,

In regerd 5o the track v2inz smread olt of pauge 1n numerous
plecos, 117st or one side ~nd tlen on the other, -~pparensly due to
vnusual taoteral thrasts o the scale togt @ar, 1t =7a~ found tnet
this conditica exXtended a5 far orck ss 12 nilos cast of where the

accrdent oceourrcd, nlmost to Troy, where the scale ¢ gt rar hod
benn placcd 1in tne trerin, rad Shego spreads mewgnred from onc-helfl
to 13 1acres snd rraved fre 20 to 24 feet 1n length, shoving the
spikcs fTo1 the tLics 411 _f these places whhre the track was
spread out of geuge occurred on tanTent treck and ere either on
degcondiay grades or on Wwveli treck i1mwedistelv following a des—
cending irade, vhere the troin wea drifting or » Jight throttle
only ooinr ustd and tre Dl Ck bunched i1n the trein,

Centrrl ol Geormin sanle tegt cor No 301321 we=g pullt 1n e
August, 1928, It has » woip it of 80,000 pounds, » wheel-base of (@
7 fGOt, a total lencin of 12 fort 9) 1nclhes, and » mi1dth of 9
fe-t, whllc 1ts Peaght, from top of re1l to the running borrd, 1s
5 fe t ﬁa inch., It 1s eguipped vill four 35-inch rolled-steecl
thﬁls mounted on Hystt rnliler bearinrs. The gouge of the wheels
measured 53 1/8 1inches, onck o back of flrnges, the lateral in
the ~hcels on the front tiuck =wrg 14/32 inch nnd con the rear iruck
13/32 1neh, after wm-kine deductions of 15/32 inch for slip Theee
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me=guremeats mere vade sabscgueat to the ccident ofter the scele
test o-r hrd been rerri1led snd noved rbout 110 wmiles to Columbus,
Gn., during vhich trin one of the Commiesion'es 1nspector's rode
this car nad the train ntteined » speed of 20 to 25 miles ner hour.
No rockin, cir swaying of the c=1r vag noticvd, =lthguach =% thot
time the cer had a brokcn pedestal and wag partly pblocked vup,

thile peoastel Wag tre Ti2ht load oodestal.,  8Bcarch was made by
Company ol TLgl2ls on a metor car [Tnaa Trovy to Lhe scene of the
accrient 14 mn condeavor to find twhe proken parts, but to no avell

Concluginns

This -~ccident Ls bolicved to have oeen primerilv caused 2y
gxoess1ive Tpeed.

The cevidence 11d1ceteg that the maximum permicecible snecd
for a pnsscnger trein Pandling freigat cars, 30 mileg per hour,
was Le1an, oxcecded to sor extent, ~hile Scele Tept r Schelling
gr1d poth he and his helper wore so nach concerncd abouwt the man-
ner in Thich the ecole tesg car 7as Tiding thet 11 7rns called to
the avtentiorn. of Conductor IIrrdiv ond fthat they -ent osck 1nto
the coprch 1o Tride, one of the grction foremen noticed that the
scale test cor weg sTAving to such en oxtent thot o s1ied to
attr=ct tne cngineman's -t ccntion The st~temecunse of thoso ™1t-
acsseg, coupled 1tk the fict thet the track —az found to have
been ppread in amacroue nleces en roate from Trov to the point of
accirdent, firet on oae cide snd then on the oth~r, ~pparently os
A result of the streia sct up oy the unusu-l loateral thrust of
the short heavy scele icet car, shoving the spikes from the ties,
1adicate thot thoe scele fteat car Yoo being 'oved ot too hizh a
ratec orf spred for tre 1li~-ht track over which 1t "rng TUnning,

Prgsriager trrains herndling Trei-nt cere mre Testricted to the
permigsiole freight train speed of fthe district involved, =nd on
the Andnlusin District freight treins are limited Lo a speed of
30 m1lce per hour in the territory 1a guegtion., There wns Mo
further restricting sveed for the scale test car, nor Wwere there
any instructions ag to "here 1t showld ve ploced in the troin,
althou~a thore —ag painted on the side of the cav, 1n lprge let-
ters, thic vords "MUST BE FAULRD OF REAR OF TRAIN". This 1s e
cnar of unususl type, snd proper iastructions rPauald be 1easucd to
ingure 1te geie n-udline ~hea ~o71 1t prond over the syauenm

Respectfully submitted,
W P BORLAND,

Dirrctor,



