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INTERSTATE COLMERCT COMUISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BURFAJ OF SAFETY LN RE
INVESTICATION OF AN AJCIDENT YHILH OCTUTREL ON
THT YAZCO & LISSISSIPPI VALLEY RATLEOAD FEAR
STONTHGTON, MISS., CI" AUGUST Lk, 1apgl,

September 22, 1924.
To the Commiss_on:
On August U, 1924, thers was a aeraiirent of a
Passeng>r t-zin on the Yarcz & Migs:isgsippl Velley Railroad
near Stenirzton, Miss , vhich Tezulited rn the death cof one

employee and the 1a1ury 01 ca= enm-loyee.
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This accidazat cracr
Waw Orlecns Daivigion, wo
w10 #on, lkiss , & dictance C 1

oi tae voint of accidens thi Fle-track line over
walch trains are opazrated bty tivre-table and trcin oroers,
ro vlock-signal sysi~r oeing in us2. The derazlrent
oz-trred at a point 2,173 feet norch of tne snation ab
S.oraington, apprcaching the point of devrailment from tree
gcuthlooizoorat tne stalion, there are 7%7 feect of tancent
anil then a 3° curve to %he lef: €65 fest in length anc 241
of tangent, followed by a €° curve to the riznt 976
in lengih, the point of derarlment peing on this
stter curve 520 feet from 1ts sousnern end. The grade for
1,000 feet 18 0.857 per cent ascending for nortabound
traing, shan 1.5 per ceat descending for 700 Zeet, level
t5 the 1nitial cvoiat c¢f derailnent, 202 feet distant,

and then 1.5 per cent aescsend.ng for 325 feet to tne bridge
wiere the engirne and tenderwars dsmailed.
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In the vicinity of the noint of accident the track i
lz1d with {5-pound rails, =7 feet in langth, —1tn 16 and
317 treated pine ties o the rail-lengin, tie-plated,
double-spiked on curves, and “allasted with cinders to a
densk of 2bout 12 incaes,; tnae track 13 maintained in fair
condition. The #meather was clear at ths time cor the
accident, whick occurred at 3.HC p.m.

Description.

thbou1a second-class passenger train llo. 142 con-
T one mall car, one oazgags ¢ar and two coaches,
~dar narad, hauled By ergine S04, ang Fas ia

f Conductor Phipps and Ehiginedal dteele. 1% lafs
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Vatchez at 2 p.m., on tims_ and arrived at FHarriston,
2.54 miles from Stonington, at 3.2C p a., wWhere instruc-
tions were regeived to turn the engine and vack up to

a burned bridge aodat 4.5 miles north of tanat station.
It departed from Harriston, at 3.45 ©.m., according to
the train sheet, 10 miautes late, with the eangine backing
up, and after passing Stoningion was derailsd ahile
traveling at a speed sstirated to have peen about 20
mliles an hour

The engire and tender orcke away fror the traip and
after runmig on the road bed a distance of about 300
feet, fell off tne bridge to the right and come to rest

in the chaarel of tke gresk bed, bottom up. The head

end of the train came ©C o sbkcp about 25 feet south of the
south abotm=nt of the pricgze with the first car and the
forward truces of toe seccona cer derailed. The swployee
killed was c¢he snginsman.

]

Suumary of evidence

Heasurements ¢f the track for a distance of 300
fest precea.ng tne point wnere the tender left the rails
showed the gavze to pe praciically staadard. “he
alinsment of tune corve was checked for ithe sars distance
and was founa to be practically uniform, ~hile msasure-
mer.ts of tne saverelevation of the ouiside rail, at
1ntervals of 232 feet for a distance of 500 feet pre-
ceding the initizal point of derailment, shcwed no
exXcss3l1ve variations.

Examinstion of the tender after i1t had been
ralised from the cresk ped and moved to Stornington dis-
clczed no defect that would have ceused or comimbuted
to tna derailment, and tne sate vas true of the eangine,
Wi ¢t was enamined batore oelng picgsd up, the reverse
lever waz 1n the back—up position, five or six notches
Trom ceatar, the throttle cleseld and the automatic and
stv21zht alr brake valve i1n the running position. The
tracw was badly torn up, 1t beiaz necessary to replace
227 feet of rail and 175 ties.

Conductor Phaiprs statsd that unon the arrivel of
his train at Harriston at 3.20 p.ri. instructions were
received to turn tne engine and back up to a ourned
bridge near Learned, 46.5 miles north of Harraiston.
After taking coal and rater the engine was turned and
coupled to the irain, tne air orakes were itestsd, and
the train procesded northwarl a sport distarce to the

passenger slztion. A s¢0n\order, not involved in this
accident, was receivea, which he deliversd to Eagins-
man Steele, ano read 1t and aszed: "what about 1o miles
an nour on account ol oacking up?" He szaid ne cau-



L

tioned the enginemar rot tc exceed 18 miles an hour

at any time. The trsia left chcertly afterwards, stopped
at the railroad crossing just rcria of the station, and
immediately a®ter zivinz the gignal te proceed he saad
he lockel at ais watch and s0 fixed the time of the
departure of nhi1s train at 3.40 p.m. After leaving
Harriston Conductor Phipps sa:d some of the rpassengers
commented on the low rate of speed of the trairn. The
train did not stop at Stonington, the next station,

and the first intimation ke had of anything wrong wvas
when he felt a ligat zpplicalion of the arr brakes
which he thought might nave bsern oa account of the
engineman finding live stock on the irack, aad the
train came to a gradual stop with no more jar than

15 usually caused oy a regular staiion stop. Upon
alightiny from the traia he discovered that tne derail-
ment had occurred, he did not make any sSxamination of
the train or track out rsturned to Harriston with that
portion of the train tnat was not derailed ans assisted
12 tekinz care of ithe nassengers. he said the accident
occurred at 3.5C p.m. and estimated the scesd of the
train at the tire of the derailment tc have been 13
miles an hour.

Tne statements of Flagman Chisholm were in effect
the same as those of Conductor Phipps and added nothing
of 1mportance tc the svidence. de protected the rear
of the train sfter tre accident until relieved and
then assisted i1n taking care of tne passengers.

fa1l Cl=rk Loden stated that he was not payiag
any particular attention to the sneed of tne train or
to 1ts location until ne felt ¢ series of light shocks
and his car ocegan to tili to the right, at vhick time
he reached for the emergency cord, the orakes being
eprlied at a point wrhich ne Judzged to have been about
two car lengthe from where the car came tc a stop.
1e sal1d he had not noticed any other applicatzron of
“he a1r brakec previcus to the tine ae pullsd the
emergesncy cord.

Supervisor Goddard was a passenger on train No.
142 and was ri1ding on the rsar platform of the rear
coach engagsd i1n cenversation with the Tlagman. He
gstated tnat while he vas not payang any rarticular
attention to ihe speed of the train, he was of tae
opinion that it was not excessive zt any time and at the
time of the cccident thought that he could have gotten
off the traian safely. He alsoc said he dad nct feel
any Jolt or jar at tas time of the derailment, |the stop
bsing sirnlar to a regular statioa stop. Although he
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made an inspection of the track in an effort to determine
the cause of the derailment he was unable to arrive at

a conclusion as to a probable cauase, out 1n hls opinion
the condation of the track was good and was nct a likely
contributory cause. Supervisor Goddard noted thes de-
parting time of the train from Harriston, wnich ne said
was 3.40 p.m.

Fireman Cunningham szid that shortly after leaving
Harriston speed was reduced and a running test of the
a1r orakes was made. AIter passing Stonington he put

in a fire and then got on his seatoox where he was riding
at the times of eaccuntering the curve on which the
derailment occurred, He szi1d Engineman Steele was on

his seatoocx looking anead in the direction the train

was moving, working a light ihrotile. Whenhe first

observed that the tender was derailed he called a

warnhing ¢ the engireman, winereupon the air brakes were
applied and Fireman Cunningham made his way to the running
ocard, returnea to the cab and looked for Engineman Stecle,
bat not seeing him, returnsd to the running board and jumped
Just ocefore the engine left the oridge. He sshimated the
speed of his train at the time the tender was derailed to
have been between 15 and 20 miles an hour.

Section Foreman Phillips szi1id he passsd over the
section of track in the wvicinity of the point of acci-
dent twice >n the day of 1ts occurrence,but noticed

nothing unusuzl, he considered the track to be in good
concition. He sazid the track had been surfaced several

months previously and that about twc weeks prior to

this zccident he had replaced some ties and levelesd

and gauged the track. Upon arriving at the scens of

the accident at about 4.30 p.m. he made an examunation
of the track, finding 1t badly torn up and out of aline-~
ment., He said he found new breaks in several of the
Tralls and a numoer of ties needesd to ce replaced.

Operator Cogan, on duty at Harriston at the time
train No. 142 left that point, said he made the entry
on the train register showing the departure of that
train fror his station as at 3.45 p.m., and later
changed 1t to show the departure of that train at 3.40
p.m. The dispatcher's train sheet, however, showed
train No. 142 as leaving Harriston at 3.45 p.m. This
discrepancy in the records of time of departure of
train No. 142 from Harriston was explained by Operator
Cogan as having peen due to an erasure on the train
register maae by him after the occurreace of the acci-
dent, he having foeen advised by Conductor Phipps and
Supervisor Goddard upon their return to Harriston from
the scene of the accident that the correct time of the
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departure of train do. 142 from Harriston was 3.40 p.m.
Operator Cogan explaired that on account of numerocus
other duties 1t was not always possible to ooserve the
exact time of depariure of trans from his station, 1n
this particular instance he locked at his watch at
3.45 p.m. and thought train No. 142 had Just departed.

Conclusions

The cause of this accident was not definitely
ascertained.

Rule 19, 1n time-taole No. 15, in sffect at the
time of this accident, restricts tne spsed of engines
backing up, light or wath cars, to 15 miles an hou-,
and tre statement oif Condactor Phipps that the
accident occurred 10 minutes after nis train left
Harriston, a point 3 miles Gistant, indicates that 1t
did not travel at an averasge rate of speed of more
than 1& miles an hour, wnilse inspection of the track
in the vieinity of tae point of derzilment, as well
as examination of the engine and tender, disclosed
no condition which could have peen svfficient to
cause the derailment.

All of the employees involved were experienced
men, at the time of the occurrence of tais accident
they had been on duty 2 hours and 30 minutes, after
off-duty periods of 31 hours,

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND

Director.



