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INTERSTATE COi.QIERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT CF THE DIRECTOR OF TRE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT i'rHICH OCCURRED ON 
THE YAZOO & L1ISSI3SIPPI VALLEY RATLFOAD NEAR 
STONINGIQN, HISS. , ON AUGUST 19 2*1.. 

September 22, 1°24-. 

To the Coramssion: 

On August 4 - 1 9 ? ^ , th^re '7as a a e r a i l c e n t of a 
passenger t _ a i n on the YaLCc & Kiss : s snopi V a l l e y Ra i l road 
near Stoni rg to i i , MI^G , vhich r p e l t e d in the death of one 
employee and the i m u r y oi one e i r r loyee . 

Locat ion and method of opera t ion 

This accident i ^ o ^ r e o on the "a ioaez D i s t r i c t o f the 
New Orleans D i v i s i o n , ffL'ca extends "between Fatche3 and 
J ic :?on, Kiss , a d is tance cf 51-97 m l e ^ j m the v i c i n i t y 
o i tne po in t of accident + his x s a si ag l e - t r aok l i n e over 
wnxch t r a in s are opgrated by t I T S - t a b l e and t r a m orders , 
no b l o c k - s i g n a l syst^ir oemg i n ase. The d ? r a i l rent 
occurred at a poin t 2 ,173 f e e t no r .h o i tne Bca t i on at 
Fl ; O r m g t o n , approaching the point of derailment from tne 
Ecuthlcgl.r;^c,iat tne s t a t i o n , there are 7'+7 f ° e t of tangent 
a^d then a 3 ° curve to the l e f o 66^ f e e t m l eng th and 2^1 
f e ^ t of tangentj f o l l o w e d by a 6 C curve to the n g n t 976 
f e e t m l eng th , the po in t of derailment oemg on t h i s 
l a t t e r curve 520 f e e t from i t s souxnern end. The grade for 
1 ,000 f ee t i s O.S97 per cent ascending for northbound 
t r a i n s , then 1.5 Per cent descending for 7C0 f e e t , l e v e l 
t o the i n i t i a l point cf derai lment , 2C0 f e e t d i s t an t , 
and then 1-5 per cent descending for 32S f e e t to tne b r idge 
wnere the engine and tenderworo d e r a i l e d . 

In the v i c i n i t y of the point o^ accident the t rack i s 
l a i d wi th 75-pound r a i l 3 3 27 fee t in lengthy ^ i t n 16 and 
3 7 t r e a t e d pine t i e s t o the r a i l - l e n g t n , t i e - p l a t e d , 
double-spiked on curves, and b a l l a s t e d - 1 t h c inders t o a 
depth of about 12 m c n e s , tne t rack 1 3 maintained m f a i r 
cond i t ion . The weather was c l e a r at the t ime 01 the 
acc iden t , which occurred at 3-5C P-Tti. 

De s c r i p t i o n . 

Northbound second-class passenger t r a i n ITo. 14-2 con­
s i s t e d of one mail car , one oaggage car and V-JO coaches, 
m the order naired, hauled by engine ^044, ana. ffas in 
onarg<= of Conductor Phipps and Eagme^an Steele. I t i e f X 
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Natches at 3 p .m. , on t±ms, and. a r r i v e d at Har r i s ton , 
3.54 mi les from Stonmgton, ax 3.30 p m., where ins t ruc­
t i o n s were r e c e i v e d t o turn the engine and back up t o 
a burned bridge aooat 4b. 5 mi les north of tnat s t a t i on . 
I t departed from Harr i s ton , at 3.45 p . m . , according t o 
the t r a m sheet , 10 minutes l a t e , with t h e engine backing 
up, and af te r passing Stoning!on wae d e r a i l e d while 
t r a v e l i n g at a speed estirrated to have oeen about 20 
miles an hour 

The engine and tender oroke away frorr the t r a i n and 
a f t e r running on the road bed a dis tance of about 500 
f e e t , f e l l o f f tne br idge to t h e r i gh t and came to r e s t 
m the chaar.e] of t h e creek b e d , b o t t o m up. The head 
end of the t r a m ca/iie zc a step about 215 f e e t south of the 
south abotment of t h e c r i c i g e with the f i r s t car and the 
forward t r uc -y of t n e secona c a r d e r a i l e d . The employee 
k i l l e d was the sngineaan. 

Suuimary of evidence 

Measurements cf the t rack f o r a distance of 300 
f e e t preceding tne point where t h e tender l e f t the r a i l s 
showed the gauge t o oe p r a c t i c a l l y s t a n d a r d , "lie 
alinement of tae ccrvs was c h e c k e d f o r m e sarre distance 
and was founa to be p r a c t i c a l l y uniform, while measure­
ments of tne supere leva t ion of t h e out r ide r a i l , at 
i n t e r v a l s of 25 f e e t f o r a dis tance of 500 f e e t p r e ­
ceding the i n i t i a l point of derai lment , s n o w e d no 
excess ive v a r i a t i o n s . 

Examination of the tender a f te r i t had been 
r a i s e d from t h e creek Ded and moved xo Stonington d i s ­
closed, no defect that would have caused or contributed 
t o tne derai lment , and tne 33.me vas t rue of the engine, 
vlr oh was examined b e f o r e o e m g picked up, the r eve r se 
l e v e r was m the back-up p o s i t i o n , f i v e or s ix notches 
f ron cen te r , the t h r o t t l e c losed and the automatic and 
s t r a igh t a i r brake v a l v e in t h e running p o s i t i o n . The 
t r a c e was badly xorn up, i t being necessary to r ep l ace 
297 f e e t of rai? and 175 t i e s . 

Conductor Phipps s ta ted that up on the a r r i v a l of 
h i s t r a i n at Harr is ton at 3-20 p . m . ins t ruc t ions were 
r e c e i v e d to turn tne engine and back up to a Durned 
br idge near Learned, 4b-5 mi les north of Harr i s ton . 
A f t e r taking coal and r a t e r the engine was turned and 
coupled to t h e x r a m , tne a i r crakes were t e s t e d , and 
the t r a i n proceeded northwari a snort d is tance to the 
passenger s t a t i on . A sj.ow\ order , not i nvo lved in t h i s 
acc iden t , -7as r e c e i v e d , which he d e l i v e r e d t o Engme­
man S t e e l e , M O read i t and as.-:ed: "what aoout 15 mi les 
an nour on account 01 oackmg up 7 " He sa id he cau-
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t i o n e d the engmeman ro t to exceed 18 mi les an hour 
at any t i n e . The t r a i n l e f t sho r t ly af terwards, stopped 
at the r a i l r o a d c ross ing just nortn of the station,, and 
immediately a^ter g i v i n g the s i g n a l to proceed he sa id 
he looked at n i s watch and so f i x e d the time of the 
departure of h i s t r a i n at 3.40 p.m. A f t e r l e a v i n g 
Harr i s ton Conductor Phipps said some of the passengers 
commented on the low r a t e of speed of the t r a m . The 
t r a m did not stop at S tomngton, the next s t a t i on , 
and the f i r s t i n t ima t ion he had of anything wrong vas 
when he f e l t a l i g n t a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r brakes 
which he thought might nave been on account of the 
engineman f i n d i n g l i v e stock on tne tracks and the 
t r a i n came to a grad-ual stop with no more jar than 
i s usua l ly caused o y a regular s t a t ion s top . Upon 
a l i g h t i n g from the t r a m he d i scovered that tne d e r a i l ­
ment had occurred, h e diet not make any examination of 
the t r a m or track out returned to Harr i s ton with that 
po r t ion of the t r a m tnat was not d e r a i l e d ans a s s i s t ed 
m t ?kmg care of xhe Das&engers. Be sa id the accident 
occurred at 3.50 p.m. and est imated the speed of the 
t r a m at the t i ire of the derai lment to have been 13 
mi les an hour. 

Tne statements of Flagman Chisholm were in e f f e c t 
the same as those of Conductor Phipps and added nothing 
of importance to the ev idence . He p ro t ec t ed the rear 
of the t r a m af te r tne accident u n t i l rel l eved and 
then as s i s t ed m taking care of tne passengers. 

J a i l Clerk Loden s ta ted that he was not paying 
any pa r t i cu l a r a t t e n t i o n t o the speed of tne t r a i n or 
to i t s l o c a t i o n u n t i l he f e l t e s e r i e s of l i g h t shocks 
and h i s car Degan to t i l l t o the r i g h t , at which time 
h e reached fo r the emergency cord, the drakes being 
app l i ed at a point phich he judged t o have oeen about 
two car length£ from where the car came t o a s top . 
"He said he had not n o t i c e d any otner appl i c a t i o n of 
the a i r brakes previous to the t i ; ie h e p u l l e d tne 
emergency cord . 

Supervisor Goddard was a passenger on t r a i n Wo. 
142 and was r i d i n g on the rear p la t form of the rear 
coach engaged, m conversa t ion frith the flagman. lie 
s t a t ed tnat while he vas not paying any p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n to the speed of the t r a m , he was of tne 
opinion that i t was not e x c e s s i v e at any time and at the 
time of the accident thought that h e could have go t t en 
o f f the t r a i n s a f e l y , he a l so said he d id not f e e l 
any j o l t or jar at tns time of the dera i lment , | the stop 
being s imi la r to a regular s t a t i o n s top. Although he 
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made an inspec t ion of the t r ack in an e f f o r t to determine 
the cause of the derailment he was unable to a r r i v e at 
a conclusion as t o a probable caase, out m nis opinion 
the cond i t ion of the t rack wab good and was not a l i k e l y 
con t r ibu to ry cause. Supervisor Goddard noted the de­
pa r t ing time of the t r a i n from Harr i s ton , rcmch ne sa id 
was 3.40 p.m. 

Fireman Cunningham said that sho r t l y a f t e r l e a v i n g 
Har r i s ton speed was reduced and a running tes t of the 
a i r orakss was made. Af t e r passing Stomngton he put 
i n a f i r e and then got on h i s seatoox where he was r i d i n g 
at the time of encountering the carve on which the 
derai lment occurred. He said Fngmeman S t ee l e was on 
h i s seatoox l ook ing anead i n the d i r e c t i o n the t r a i n 
was moving, working a l i g h t t h r o t t l e , whenhe f i r s t 
observed that the tender was d e r a i l e d he c a l l e d a 
warning tc the engmeman, whereupon the a i r brakes were 
app l i ed and Fireman Cunningham made h i s way to the running 
ooard, returned to the cab and looked f o r Engmeman S t e e l e , 
bat not seeing him, returned tc the running board and jumped 
just oefore the engine l e f t the o r idge . He est imated the 
speed of h i s t r a m at the time the tender was d e r a i l e d to 
have been between 3 5 and 20 mi les an hour. 

Sect ion Foreman P h i l l i p s said he passed over the 
sec t ion of track m the v i c i n i t y of the point of a c c i ­
dent tw ice on the day of i t s occurrence,but no t i ced 
nothing unusual, he considered the track to be in good 
cond i t ion . He said the t rack had been surfaced severa l 
months p rev ious ly and that aoout two weeks p r i o r to 
t h i s accident he had rep laced some t i e s and l e v e l e d 
and gauged the t rack . Upon a r r i v i n g at the' scene of 
the accident at about 4.30 p.m. he made an examination 
of the t rack, f i n d i n g i t badly torn up and out of a l m e -
ment. He sa id he found new breaks m severa l of the 
r a i l s and a numoer of t i e s needed t o De r ep l aced . 

Operator Coganj on duty at Harr is ton at the t ime 
t r a m Wo. 143 l e f t that point,, sa id he made the entry 
on the t r a i n r e g i s t e r showing the departure of that 
t r a i n from his s t a t i o n as at 3.45 p.m. , and l a t e r 
changed i t to show the departure of that t r a i n at 3.40 
p.m. The d i spa t che r ' s t r a m sneet , however, showed 
t r a m No. 143 as l e a v i n g Harr is ton at 3.45 p.m. This 
discrepancy in the records of time of departure of 
t r a m No. 142 from Harr is ton was expla ined by Operator 
Cogan as having oeen due to an erasure on the t r a m 
r e g i s t e r maue by him a f t e r the occurrence of the a c c i ­
dent, he having 1 oeen advised by Conductor Phipps and 
Supervisor Goddard upon t h e i r return t o Har r i s ton from 
the scene of the accident that the cor rec t time of the 
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departurs of t r a i n rJo. 142 from Harns ton was 3-40 p.m. 
Operator Cogan expla ined that on account of numerous 
other du t ies i t was not alv;ays pos s ib l e t o ooserve the 
exact time of departure of t r a m s from his s t a t i o n , m 
t h i s pa r t i cu l a r instance he looked at h i s watch at 
3.45 p.m. and thought t r a m No. 143 had just departed. 

Conclusions 

The cause of t h i s accident was not d e f i n i t e l y 
ascer ta ined . 

Rule 19, m ti^ne-taole No. 15, m e f f e c t at the 
time of t h i s acc ident , r e s t r i c t s tne speed of engines 
backing up, l i g h t or with c a r s ; t o 15 miles an hour 3 

and the statement oi Conductor phipps that tne 
accident occurred 10 minutes a f te r h i s t r a m l e f t 
H a r n s t o n , a point 3 mi les d i s t an t , i nd i ca t e s that i t 
did not t ravel at an average r a t e of speed of more 
than 18 miles an hour, wni le inspec t ion of the t rack 
m the v i c i n i t y of tne point of derai lment , as w e l l 
as examination of the engine and tender, d i s c l o s e d 
no condi t ion which could have oeen s u f f i c i e n t to 
cause the dera i lment . 

A l l of the employees i n v o l v e d were exper ienced 
men, at the time of the occurrence of t n i s accident 
they had been on duty 9 hours and 30 minutes_, a f te r 
o f f - d u t y per iods of 11 hours, 

Respec t fu l ly submitted, 

W. P . BORLAND 

D i r e c t o r . 


