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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT VJHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
YAZOO & .'ISSISSIPPI VALLEY RAILROAD NEAR HARRISTON, 
::ISS., ON IIAY 1 1 , 1 9 3 0 . 

June 16, 1930. 
To the Commission: 

On Hay 1 1 , 1050, there was a derailment of a 
passenger tram on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley Rail­
road near Harriston, Hiss., resulting m the death of two 
employees and the injury of two passengers. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on the Vicksburg Distric 

of the New Orleans Division, extending between Vicksburg, 
Hiss., and North Baton Rouge, La., a distance of 143.7 
niles, m tne vicinity of the point of accident this is 
a single-track line over which trams are operated by 
timetable gnd train orders, no block-signal system being 
m use. The initial point of derailment occurred about 
2 miles south of Harriston, at a highway crossing at 
rrad.e, Mississippi State Highway No. 20, wnile the final 
derailment occurred at the faemg-pomt switch of a spur 
track located 60S feet beyond. Approaching from the 
nortn, the track is tangent for a considerable distance, 
followed by a 3 ° curve to the right 1 , 4 3 9 . 5 feet m 
length, the initial point of derailment occurring on 
tnis curve at a point 858 feet from its northern end. 
The grade for southbound trams is 0 . 4 3 5 per cent as­
cending at the crossing. 

The highway crosses the track from northwest to 
southeast, and the facmg-point switch involved is lo­
cated 2 4 . 5 feet south of the curve, on tangent track, 
and leads off the m a m track to the left. The crossing 
planks between the rails consist of oak timbers, 4" x 10" 
laid between the rails; the flangcways, between the rails 
and crossing clanks, arc 2-g- inches in width. The first 
mark of derailment appeared on the crossing plank on 
the east side of tne track, the high rail of the curve, 
at a point 6 inches south of the center line of the 
crossing. 
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The track is laid with 90-pound rails, 39 
feet in length, on treated ties, single-spiked, tic-
plated, and ballasted with gravel. The track is well 
maintained. Under the rules, the maximum permissible 
speed for a passenger tram with a passenger engine is 
55 riles per hour. 

The weather was clear at the time of the acci­
dent, which occurred about 3.15 a.m. 

Description 
Southbound passenger tram first No. 15 con­

sisted of one baggage and mail car, one baggage and ex­
press car, three coaches and three Pullman sleeping cars, 
all of steel construction, hauled by engine 1118, of 
the 4-6-2 type, and was in charge of Conductor Day and 
Engmeman Maddux. This tram left Harriet on at 2.10 
a.m., according to the train sheet, 10 minutes late, and 
on reaching a point about 2 miles beyond, it was derailed 
while traveling at a speed estimated to have been between 
30 and 35 miles per hour. 

Engine 1118 apparently had only the wheels of 
the lead truck derailed a t the crossing, but on encounter­
ing the closed faemg-pomt switch, t h e engine followed 
the spur track, while tne cars followed the m a m track. 
Engine 1118, together with its tender, care to rest on 
its right side, diagonally across the spur track, the 
front end of the engine being about 250 feet south of 
the switch. The first two cars were derailed to the 
right of the m a m track, but remained upright. The 
employees killed were t x i e engmeman and fireman. 

Summary of evidence 
Conductor Day was going back through the train 

and was just passing fron the second to the third coach 
when he felt a jar, as a result of the derailment at the 
spur-track switch, and then he heard the noise caused by 
the sceam escaping from the overturned engine. He esti­
mated the speed to have been between 30 and 35 miles per 
hour at the time of the accident. After rendering assis­
tance he went back to the highway crossing, Tram Porter 
Sheperd having gone back ahead of him. On arrival at 
that point, the conductor saw where the engine truck had 
mounted the east or high rail of the curve. Conductor 
Day said that a piece of terra cotta pipe had been 
placed on the east rail, the crushed pipe being on top 
of the rail and packed and in the flangeway of the cross­
ing, and that directly opposite, on the west rail, there 
was a piece of timbgr, about 2" x 4", that had been cut m 
two, the train having run over it, part of the timber 
being on each side of the west rail. The derailed 
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enrme-trucic wheels had narked the ties iron the cross­
ing to the sour-track switch, wnich was closed and locked. 
Conductor Day thought that the air brakes applied m 
emergency as a result of the train line creaking when the 
engine overturned, and that Enginenan Itaddux vras unaware 
that tne engine truck had become derailed at the crossing. 
At Karribton tne conductor personally delivered a tram 
ord.er, clearance car and register check to the enginenan, 
who was oiling around the engine, and at that time the 
neadlight was burning brightly. In his opinion, the 
accident was caused by so leone having placed obstructions 
on the tracx at the crossing. Flagman Hattaway and Tram 
Porter Sheperd gave testimony similar to that of Con­
ductor Day. 

Buocrvisor of Track Brevard irrived about one-
half hour after tie occurrence of the accident and found 
conditions to bo oractically as stated by Conductor 
Day. Supervisor Brevard Faid that tnere were splinters 
or pieces of wood m tne flangeway of tne west rail of 
the crosamg, w.,ich had evidently been driven m the 
flangeway for the purpose of giving the timber that was 
laid, across the rail a firm bearing", being of a differ­
ent material than the timber that laid across the rail. 
The terra cotta pipe was about 13 or 15 mcaes in dia­
meter and about 7/8 inch thick. There was no indication 
of derailment north of the crossing, nor anything with 
respect to track conditions that would have contributed 
to the accident. Supervisor Brevard stated that the 
track is patrolled every day and that all men who patrol 
the trac-c are instructed to keep the flangeways at the 
crossing cleaned out, as gravel is rolled into them by 
passing vehicles. Supervisor Brevard also said that about 
three weeks anor to the accident, it was reoorted that 
switch lamps had been tampered, with at two different 
locations, Yokena ana Lorman, located 36.2 and 7.1 miles, 
respectively, north oz Hamilton; although he immediately 
conducted an investigation, it was net ascertained who 
die tne tampering. Supervisor Brevard was of the 
opinion that tho terra cotta pipe and timber were taken 
from around tho ola m i l site at the spur track in­
volved, as quantities of tne same material were lying 
around m tnat locality, and that it had not dropped 
on the crossing from so ie oascmr vehicle, saying that 
it had been deliberately placed on the crossing and that 
the accident was caused by these obstructions. Section 
Foremen Aldridge and Fa-'r gave testimony similar to 
tnac of Supervisor Brevard. 

The last tram to pass over the crossing was 
northbound first-class tram No. 12, which passed that 
point aoout 9.32 p-n. the mgnt of the accident. 
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Conclusions 
The accident was caused by obstructions on 

both rails of a curve atahighway grade crossing, ap­
parently having been placed there by someone with 
malicious intent. 

The evidence indicated that the terra cotta 
pipe and timber had been placed on the track at the 
highway crossing, as it would not have been possible for 
them to have been lying m the position they were, across 
each rail and with splinters or pieces of wood of 
different material driven m the flangeway, had they 
fallen from some vehicle as it passed over the crossing. 
It also appeared that switch lamps had recently been 
tampered with m this territory. Apparently, the terra 
cotta pipe and timber were placed on the track by some­
one with malicious intent, who obtained them from an old 
mill site several hundred feet distant from the crossing. 

All of the employees involved were experienced 
men, and at the time of the accident none of them had 
been on duty m violation of any of the provisions of 
t e houts of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


