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INTERSTATE CCOMMZRCE CO.I.ISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THZ BUREAU OF SAFSTY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDEIT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
YAZOO & ..ISSISSIPPI VaILEIY RAILROAD NEAR HARRISTOI,
ISS., ON IAY 11, 1930,

June 16, 1930.

To the Couamission:

Cn llay 11, 1230, there was a derailment of a
rassenser train on the Yazoo & :ississippi Valley Rail-
rnad near Harriston, lliss., resulting in the death of two
e.1ployees and the injury of two passengers.

Locaftion and method of opcration

This accideny occurred on the Vickspburg District
of thc lew Orleans Division, extending between Vicksburg,
Miss., and North Baton Rouge, La., a distance of 143.7
n1les, 1n tae vicinity of the peoint of accident this 1s
a single-track line over which traing are operated by
tinetable and traia orders, ao block-sighal system biiag
1n use. Tae 1nitial pownt of derailment occurred aboutl
@ .11les eouth of Harriston, at a highway crossing at
rrace, liississippl State Highwey Mo. 20, wnile the final
derailaent occurred at t:2e facing-point switch of a spur
track located 603 fect beyond. Approaching from the
norta, the track 1s tangent for a considerable distance,
followed by a 3° curve to thc right 1,439.5 feet 1in
length, the initial peint of derailment occurring on
tr1is curve at a point 828 feet from 1ts northern end.

The grade for southbouad trairs s 0.435 per cent as—
cendlag at the crossing.

The highway crosses the track from northwest to
southeast, and the faciag-point switch invelved 1s lo-
cated 34.5 feet south of the curve, oan targent track,
and lcads off the 1nain irack to the left. The crossing
planks betweun the rails consist of oak tiabers, 4" x 107,
la1d pesween the rails; the flangeways, tetween the rails
and crossin> olanks, arc 2% 1achcs in width. The first
mark of deraill=ent appeared on th. crossiang plank on
the easgt side of tue track, the high rail of the curve,
at a ooint B8 i1nches south of the ceater line of the
CTOSSLNEG.
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No. 1337
Yazoo & Mississinmpr Valley R R,
Harriston, Miss ,
Yay 11, 1930



The traclk 18 laid with 90-pound rails, 39
feet in length, on treated ties, singlc-spiked, tle-
rlated, and hallasted with gravel. The track is well
zmaintained. Under the rules, the maxirmum permissible
spced for a passenger train with a passenger engine 1s
55 rmiles per hour.

The weather was clcar at the time of the acci-
dent, which occurrcd about 2.15 a.m.

Degcription

Southbound passenger train first No. 15 con-
sisted of one baggage aad ma1l car, one baggage and ex-
press car, three coaches and three Pullnan sleeping cars,
all of steel construection, hauled by engine 1118, of
the 4-6-2 tyve, and was in charge of Conductor Day and
Engineman Maddux., This train left Harriston at 2.10
a.m., according to the train sheet, 10 minutes late, and
on reachiing a point ahout 8 miles beyond, 1t was derailed
while traveling at a speed estimated to have been between
30 and 35 miles pcr hour.

Engine 1118 apparently had only the wheels of
thre lead truck derailed at the crossing, but on encounter-
1ng the closed facing-point switch, the engine followed
the spur track, while tae cars followed the nain track.
Engine 1118, together with 1ts tender, care to rest on
1ts right side, diagonally across the spur track, the
front end of the enginec being about 250 feet south of
the switch. The first two cars wcre derailed to the
right of the main track, but remained uprigat. The
eriployees ki1lled were tae engineman and fireman.

Summary of evidence

Conductor Day was going back through the train
and was just passing from the second to the third coach
when he felt a jar, as a result of the derailment at the
spur-track switch, and then he heard the noise caused by
the steam escaping from the overturned engine. He esti-
Mated the speed t0 have peen between 30 and 35 miles per
hour at the time of the accident. After rendering assis-
tance he went back to the highway crossing, Train Porter
Sheperd having gonc back ahead of hirm. On arrival at
that point, the conductor saw wherc the engine truck had
mounted the east or high rail of the curve. Conductor
Day sald that a picce of terra cotta pipe had been
placed on the east rail, the crushed pipe belng on top
of the raill and packed and ia the flangeway of the cross-
ing, and that directly opposite, on the west rail, there
was a piece of timber, about 2" x 4", that had been cut in
two, the train having run over 1t, part of the timber
berng on each side of the west rail. The derailed
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encrine—truck wheels had marked the ties from tixe cross-—
1n¢ to the spur~track gwitch, waich was closed and locked.
Conductor Day thourit that the ailr brakee applied in
elerzency as a result of the traiz line pbreaking when the
en-1ae overturned, and *that Dagiancmaa laddux was unaware
th~t tae engine sruck had becote derailed at the crossiac.
At Harriston ftoe corducuor perscnally delivered a train
orcer, clearance car ald register check to the enginenan,
who was oi1ling around thc cngine, and 3t thas time the
aeadlizht was buvralrg brishtly. In his cpinaion, the
accldeat was caused by sceoae havine placed obstructions
ca the tracx at the crossiang. Flagman Hattaway and Train
FPorter Sheperd gave testimoay siuilar to that of Con-
ductor Day.

Suvecrvisor of Tract Brevard arrived about one-
Lalf hour after tn. cccurreance of the accident aand found
condlticas to e nragtically as statcd by Ceonductor
Day. Superviscr 3revard raid that there were splinters
or picces of wood 1n lae flangeway of the west rarl of
thce ecrogeing, w..ich had evideatly beecn driven in the
flangeway for thec surpose of giving the tinber that was
larcC across the rail a firm beariag, being ol a differ-
eat aterial lhan the tirber that Jaid ~cross the rail.
The terra couta pipe was apout 12 or 15 inchss 1in dila-
eter and apout ?/8 1ach thick. Trere was oo indicatioan
of derailment north of the crossing, nor anything with
respect to track corditions tnet would have contraibuced
to the accident. Supervisor Brevard stased that the
track is patrolled cvery day and that all men who petrol
the tract arc instructcd to keep the flangewaye at the
crossing, cleaned ont, as gravel 1s rolled into them by
Passin vehicles. Supervisor Brevard also saild thiat about
three wecks priovr to the accident, 1% was revorted that
switch lamps had bpeen tanpered with at two different
locatioms, Yokena anc Lorman, located 36.2 and 7.1 miles,
regpectively, nortia o Harrimton; althouph he imnediately
conducted an investiration, 1% was nct ascertained who
aic woe teaspering. Suncrvisor Brevard was cf the
oninion that the terra cotta pipe and tinmber were taken
fron around the ola v11ll gite at the spur track in-
volved, as quantitics o7 tne saae material were lying
arcund in tnat localisy, and that 1t had not dropped
on the crossing from soi1e massinf vehicle, saying that
1t had been delibherately vlaced on the crossing and that
the accident s caused by thesc oboirueticns. Section
Forcmen Aldricge aad Farr gave testimoay sicilar to
ta126 o Supervisor Brevard.

The last train to pass over tue crossing was
northbound first-class trein Ho. 13, which passed that
poirt agout 9.32 L.nn. the nignt of the accident.
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Conclupions

The accident was caused by opstructions on
voth rails of a curve at*highway grade crossing, ap-
parently having been placed there by soneone with
wmalicious intent.

The evidence indicated that the terra cotta
pipe aad tinber had been placed on the track at the
nilghway croesing, as 1t would not have been possible for
them to have peen lying in the position they were, across
each r11l and with eplinters or pieces of wood of
different materinl driven in the flangeway, had they
f~1len from some vchicle as 1t passed over the crossing.
It alsoc appeared that switch laaps had receatly been
t~mpered with in this territory. Apparcntly, the terra
cotta pipe and timber were pSlnced on the track by some-
one with malicious intcent, who obtained thenm from an old
mill site scvcral hundred feet distant from the crossing.

A1l of the employces involved were experienced
men, anc 2% the tiue of the nccident none of them had
been on duty in violation of ~ay of the provisions of
t ¢ houts of service law.

Respectfully submiticd,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



