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II"TERSTATE COMMERCE COIMISSICHN

REPORT OF THE DIRECTICR OF TEZ BUREAT CF SAFCTY IU HE
TIVTSTICATIOY OF N AGCTDDTT THINH OCOURNCD OF THE
YAZCO & 1ISTICS.ET VaLInY R.ILROAD AT GHECNTILLE,
MISS., OF OCTCBZR 2, 1-I8.

To the Crrirlsal ~n.

On October 3, 1926, there was a collicinn be-
rzen o freigat train coad a cut of stanalrg cors oa the
nzoc & Missiosipnl Vallay Heiirond ot Grcenv1‘lc, Hics,,
exlti-g 13 the death of 2 railroad e‘ulove=° ond the
njury of 10 cuplorecs of a 1oz loading co. pany and 3
21lroad cuployess,
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Leeation and (etood of oneration

Tars accrdant occurred on taat pars »f the
Rav~roide District of the Greenvilie Divisi~n extendin
bet-e n Coanosa and Ravereirds Junct -rrn, lMiss,, a distan
of 125.5 milez, 1n the wicinity of t-he pormt of acciden
ta2s 18 ¢ single-track 1i..e over wzich trolrs aTe
cperated by tlme—t 1ble and train cerdere, nc block-signal

Bysier celnrng in uss, Tne accident oce urred on the wain
track, within yard limitg, 11 *he v rth 2rnd of GreonvTille
yard, oporoacalas tois poirt from the soith taers 1s a
3° curve to the rl#“t 903 feet iﬁ le gth, followed by
1,429 fe-t of tangeat to the point of collisicn, tnis
taﬂgent COQtlnu_ng vey-nd that vetail for a consirderable
distance, The grade for neriabovnd trains 18 level to
witain 846 fect of the po.rt of collisina froa whico point
1t 1s 0,13 per cent doscandiny to aad bay-ad the point
of cccident Unicr the rales extra troias must nove
within yard liuairts precared to stop unless the rain track
15 seen or knovn to e clear, flag protectr n being reou
cnly against first-class treins.
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The weather was clear but 1t was dork aos
tiwe of the accident, waich cccurred at acolt 4.
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Descriptron

Yard engiae 187, in charge of Foreman Laae end
Engineman hmédon rarnved 34 care frow an irdustrial track
and left thcw Stundlﬂb cn the walrn track,thzre ooing no
other track availablz, with the sovta cnd of the cut at
a por1t appiloxinately 5,842 fe-. south of tae anria vard—
limit boarcd. The yard engilie taco redturied to the 1n-
dustrial trock in orde. to 127°ve 14 other cars and 1%
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was wiile the yard eagine =was 11 on the i1ndustrial irack,
Borie distanca from the rain-tiack s~itch, that the ccllision
occurrad,

Northbound freight trsin extra 80 consisted of
tmwo flat cors, the first of w.ich carried a Jog loadser,
one dusk car, one kitchen cor, one foreuarn's car, and a
caboose, hauled by engirne 80, and was 1. charge of Con—
dvctor Ingram and Engincman Baraer, TLis train left 1ts
1n1t1al termiral in the 2outn end of Greenville yard,
4,311 feet south of the point of collaisiorn, at 4.35 a. n.,
and collided with the cut of stending ccrs walle trcveling
at a 8peed vari-usly estirated to have been Toui 10 to 30
miles an hour.

Engine 80 telesccved the couth end of the south

car 1n the cut, a refrigerator car, a distance «f about

25 feet; the sngine vas badly dalaged but remained
bractlcally upright, The front truck of the tender was
derailed and the rear end of ikhe tender cistern was bent

1a by the skids of the log loader on the first flat car.

None of the other equipnent +wos @exailed. <{ae emoloyces kill-
ed were the engineman, fire.an, and hecad trakeran.

Sunmary of evidence

Mebers of the crev of the yard engine s ere
unavare of anything wroar pri~r to the accident. Forornan
Lane szid the first he kaew of any trouble was when the
enging returaed and courled to the north end of the cut
of 24 cars; the engsinc could n~t wove theuw and i1nvesti-
gatinon discloeed that tne soath end of tne cut had been
collided with by extra 80. Tze sinte snts of BEngiaeuan
Larcon, Switchnen Critcafield ard lecris, and Fireman
?ohnson, 1n substzance, wer:c the sane as thrse of Foreman
Hane.

Conductor Ingrarr, of extra 80, stated that the
ailr brakes werc tested, and that Engiliemen Barner apveared
perfectly normal, both physically and maentally, prinr to
departing on this trip. Conductow Iagram was 1o the
caboose, near the cupola ladder, at the tire of the acci-
dent, and was unawaze of anytizg wrong pri r thereto; he
did not feel the alr brakes apoly just pefore the accident
oc . urred.

Flagman Kirk edtirated the speed of the train to
kavc been betreen 10 and 15 miles an hour at the t11e
of the collisinz, with the engine working stearn, and sold
that he felt no air~brake abvpliccti ™ prinr to thehc 1dent,
He also said that the headlisht on the engire ™as DArning
properly at the tire Iis ftrain ~wa. bziaz ssitched, prepara-
tcry to 1tg doparture.



Fireaan Mikel, of the log loading covpany, a0
was =aking a fire i1n the stationary boiler cf tnc log
loader on the first flat car back of the sngine, said the
headlight on the englae was burning properly, that the
encine orked stesm until the accident cccurred, and
that he nn%iced the fireman putting 1in a fire Just pri-r
to thc a cecident. He egt1 ated whe speed of the train
to nave been about 30 wiles an hour, and sald that the
alr braZes vrere nol applied.

Foreran Ab=1l, of the lozy 1cading co Dany, stated
that he was asleep 1n tne bunk car at the ti e of the
accldent. After the accident he 1nguired of Enginenan
Barner, before the injursd engineran died, as tc what he
was doing and the enginenan informed h1im he was closicng
taie cylinder cocks.

Car Inspector Grekhan sitated thet the axr brakes
on extra 80 were tesved, no exceptinns being taxen, while
the headlight on the engine was burning properly. Engilne-
ran Barner i1nquired of him as to the loecdtier of the
Ewltca enzine and he wnforded tne enginedan inat 11 was
1n sae north end of the yard, and he said the heod brake-
nan wag standing cloee by, witain hearang d-ostance, at
the t1 e ol this conversation, which took place about
8 or 10 ninutes pri~T to the depart.re of extra 80.

Night Foredsan Hzads, of the Grroenville water
plaat, stated that he was esitting at the front door of
tnc punping station, located avout 135 fect east of the
main treck and about nidway ol the curve south oI the
poiat of accident, when extra 8O rassed., The bheadlight
was burning and the engine was working stean, traveling
at 2 speed of aboub 85 miles aan hour, —hen coming on to
the scath end of the curve. Forenan Heads said his
attentioawes attracted to extra 80 cving to the nigh Tate
of espeed at which 1t was traveling within yard limitvs,
Taster tlan passenger traias, and Le ccmaented about 1t
fo the firenan of the water plant. He further ctated
that by tae aid of an arc li1zht on the opnosive side of
the track he could see throuzh the czb as the engine
passce’ aad he saw s~mc one sliiing on the enzineran's
seab 00x, vith his back to the side mindo., fzciap wle
opposite cide ¢f the aab, apnarectly not -airataiainzg a
proper locknut ahead.

Yachinist Price stated that examination of the
engine arter therscident discleogsc the brake valve to
Ve 1o rmaaing positicn, the tarcttie open ond tne reverse
lever avoat four or five aotcues froirceater in forsaxd
notvicn, The headlirht switch ~a< Twlly toiaed on.
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Flogman Riles, a friend of Engineman Barner,
sald he learned of the accldent at about 6 a.m., about 1
hour and 20 mainutes after the collision. He immediately
went to the hospital and Englneman Barner informed him
that he never saw the cars standias on the main track
until the collision occurred. The englaeman also told
hia that at Nelson Street erossing, located 1,150 feet
south of the south end of the curve, he endeavored to
close the cylinder cocks witn his ifcot but was unable to
do so, while rounding the curve he looked ahead and nct
sea21ng any cbstruction, he stooped cver to close the
cylinder cocks with his handa and the next thing he knew
the accident had occurred.

The statements of vari-us other witnesses failed
to develeop anything addit:ional of i1mprrtance 1n ceonnection
with the accident.

Conclusicn

This accrdent was caused by the failure of
Engirnenan Baraner, of extra 80, to operatec hiis frain undcr
proper contrcol waihhn yard limits.

The 1investigation developed that the headlight
on engine 80 was burning brightly, there was nothing
about tne construction of the engine to interfere with
the view when looking ahead, and that Engineman Barner
had been inforned as to the approcximate locatirn oi the
switcn engine, while the track aporoaching the point of
accident was tangent for a distamce of 1,439 feet fron
the ncrth end of the curve to the point of collision,
Tne testimony, however, was tc the effecl that the engine-
man had endeavored %o close the cylirder cocks wita 418
foot and being unable te do so he had stoopel over and
was closing them with his hands, the collilslnn occurring
before he was aware of anytning wrong. Hrd Eagineran
Barner been malntainiag a proper lookout ahecd and had
he governed the speed of his train through the yard limits
as required by the rules, the accident probably vould not
have accurred.

The evidence indicated that under the present
conditicns existing at Greenville yord 1t 18 necessary
to do much switching on the =main track, and taat there
arc many movements back and forth by yard engines of
cuts of cers with as many as 50 cars in a cut, without
the air brakes beiag coupled a2nu in use. Under such
crrcumstonces 1t 1s a questinn whether rule 93 offers



adequpte protectinn, especual iy ~ren suca cuts of cars
ar. lcft standing on tae :axr tracl at nisat withoeout
protectici and wiitkhout 2 licht »f coy ind placed cn the
leading car of the cub, +the officials of this roilroad
sholLld take steps to elijrrante the daazers of the present
situation,

Nore of the enployees irvolvesd 2ad te>- on duty

12 viclation of anv of the provicinng ~f tac hours of
service law,

Regnectfully suoiltted,

. B. BORLAYD,

Dir cctor.



