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November 5, 1935. 

To the Commissi"n. 
On October 3, 1936, there was a colliemri be­

tween a freignt train and a oat of stanairg ca Ts on the 
Yazoc & Mis&iocippi Valley RL uroad at Greenville, liieo. , 
resulting m the death of 3 railroaa employees end the 
injury of 10 employees of a log loading GO. pany and 3 
railroad employees. 

Location and uetnod of operation 

Tnis accident occurred on tnat part of che 
Riverside District of the Greenville Division extending 
bex-e n Coahoia and Riverside Junct^u, Miss., a distance 
of 135.5 nilee, m the vicinity of the pomt of accident 
tnis is a single-track l m e over wnich trams are 
operated by tme-table and tram orders, no block-signal 
system oemg m use. Tne accident occurred on the m a m 
track, '7ithin yard limits, l i the n< rth end of Oreen--ille 
yard, aaporoacui ng this point from th*=> south tnere is a 
3° curve to the right 903 feet ia le -gth, followed by 
1,439 fe-t of tangent to the point of collision, tnis 
tangent continuing "oeymd that point for a considerable 
distance. The grade for northbound trams is level to 
witnm 846 feet of the poni of collision from v/hicn point 
it is 0.13 per cent descending to and beyond the point 
of accident Under the rales extra trains must move 
\7ithm yard limit3 pr^oared to stop unless the r a m track 
is seen or knovn to be clear, flag protection being reeujr 
only against first-class trains. 

The weather was clear bat it was dark ax the 
title of the accident, i.nich occurred at aooi t 4.40 a. m. 

Description 
Yard engine 167, In charge of Eoreman Lane end 

Engineman narson, remaved 34 cart from an industrial track 
and left them standing on the m a m track, there being no 
other track available, with the soutn end of the cut at 
a pomt euppioximately 5,843 f e ^ south of tne nortn yard-
limit board. The yard engine tn.cn returned to the in­
dustrial track m ordo- to ie"-vc 14 other C I T S and. it 
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was while the yard engine was n on the industrial track, 
sone distancd fron the nam-tiack swi tch , that the collision 
occurred. 

Northbound freight tram extra 80 consisted of 
t^o flat cars, the first of -jhich carried a log loader, 
one bunk car, one kitchen car, one foreman's car, and a 
caboose, hauled by engine 80, and v.as m charge of Con­
ductor Ingram and Engmenan Baraer. Tlas train left its 
initial terminal in the aoutn end of Greenville yard, 
4,211 feet south of the point of collision, at 4.35 a . m., 
and collided with the cut of standing c c r s wmle traveling 
at a speed variously estimated to have been fron 10 to 30 
miles an hour. 

Engine 80 telesccned the south end of the south 
car m the cut, a refrigerator car, a distance rf about 
25 feet; the engine was badly da laged but renamed 
practically upright. The front truck of the tender was 
derailed and the rear end of the tender cistern -was bent 
in by the skids of the log loader on the first flat car. 
None of the other equipment was ieuailed. -me erraloyces kill­
ed were the engmenan, fire tan, and head brakeran. 

Surniary of evidence 
^enbers of the crew of the yard engine ere 

unaware of anything wrong pri~r to the accident. Foreman 
Lane said the first he knev, of any trouble 'was nhen the 
engine returned and coupled to the north end of the cut 
of 24 cars; the engine could m t nove thou and investi­
gation disclosed that tne sojth end of tne cut had been 
collided -./ith by extra 80. The state' ents of Engineman 
Larson, Switchmen Critcnfield ard Leais, and Firenan 
Johnson, m substance, were the sane as those of Foreman 
Ijane. 

Conductor Ingran, of extra 80, stated that the 
air brakes were tested, and that Engneman Earner appeared 
perfectly normal, both physically and mentally, prior to 
departing on this trip. Ccndactcai Ingran was m the 
caboose, near the cupola ladder, at the tine of the acci­
dent, and was unawaie of anytbmg wrong pri r thereto; he 
did not feel the air brakes apoly ]ust Defore the accident 
oc ̂urred. 

Flagman Kirk es*ti rated the speed of the tram to 
have been between 10 and 15 miles an hour at the ti le 
of the collision, with the engine working stean, and said 
that he felt no air-brake a p p l i C o t i o prior to the/ac 3.dent. 
He also said that the headlight on the engine was burning 
properly at the tine his tram \a._ being switched, prepara­
tory to its departure. 



Fireman liikel, of the log loading company, who 
was making a fixe m the stationary boiler cf tno log 
loader on the first flat car back of the engine, said the 
headlight on the engine waa burning properly, that the 
engine orked steam until the accident occurred, and 
that he noticed the, fireman putting m a fire just prmr 
to the accident. ^e esti ated the speed of the tram 
to hnve been about 30 miles an hour, and said that the 
air brakes were not applied. 

Foreman Ab^l, of the log loading co pany, stated 
that he was asleep in tne bunk car at the ti ~e of the 
accident. After the accident he inquired of Engmeman 
Barner, before the injured engmeman died, as to what he 
was doing and the engmeman informed him he was closing 
tne cylinder cocks. 

Oar Inspector Graham stated that the air brakes 
on extra 80 were tested, no exceptions being taicen, while 
the headlight on the engine was burning properly. Engine-
man Earner inquired of him as th the location of the 
switcn engine and he informed tno engineian that it was 
in tne north end of the yard, and he said the head brake-
man was standing close by, witnm hearing distance, at 
the ti e of this conversation, which took place about 
8 or 10 nnutes prmr to the departure cf extra 80. 

Night Foreman Heads, of the Greenville water 
plant, stated that he was sitting at the front door of 
tne pumping station, located about 135 feet east of the 
main track and about midway of the curve south of the 
pomt of accident, when extra 80 passed. The deadlight 
was burning and the engine was working steam, traveling 
at a speed of about 25 miles an hour, when corning on to 
the south end of the curve. Foreman Heads said his 
attention was attracted to extra 80 cvmn; to tho nigh rate 
of speed at which it was traveling withm yard limits, 
faster tlsn passenger trains, and he commented about it 
to the fireman of the water plant. He further stated 
that by tne aid of an arc light on the opposite side of 
the track he could see through the cab as tha engine 
passed and he saw s^mc one sitting on tho engine; an's 
seat oox, with his back to tho side m^io.,, fscmg the 
opposite side cf the aab, apparently not m m t a m m g a 
proper loofcaut ahead. 

Machinist Price stated that examination of the 
engine ahter the accident disclosed, the brake valve to 
be in running position, the tnrottle open and tne reverse 
lever about four or five notches from center m for yard 
motion. The headlight switch \a? mlly toineJ. on. 
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Flagnan Riles, a friend, of Engineman Barner, 
said, he learned, of the accident at about 6 a.m. , about 1 
hour and 20 minutes after the collision. He immediately 
went to the hospital and Engineman Barner informed him 
that he never saw the cars standing on the n a m track 
until the collision occurred. The engineman also told 
hin that at llelson Street Grossing, located 1,150 feet 
south of the south end of the curve, he endeavored to 
close the cylinder cocks witn his foot but was unable to 
do so, while rounding the curve he looked ahead and net 
seeing any obstruction, he stooped over to close the 
cylinder cocks with his hands and the next thing he knew 
the accident had occurred.. 

The statements of various other witnesses failed 
to develop anything additional of importance m connection 
with the accident. 

Conclusion 
This accident was caused by the failure of 

Engine'ian Barner, of extra 80, to operate his tram under 
proper control within yard limits. 

The investigation developed that the headlight 
on engine 80 was burning brightly, there was nothing 
about tne construction of the engine to interfere with 
the view rthen looking ahead, and that Engineman Barner 
had been informed as to the approximate locatirn of the 
switcn engine, while the track approaching the pomt of 
accident was tangent for a distance of 1,429 feet fron 
the nrrth end of the curve to the point of collision. 
Tne testimony, however, was to the effect that the engine-
man had endeavored to close the cylinder cocks iiitn his 
foot and being unable to do so he had stooped over and 
was closing them with his hands, the collision occurring 
before he was aware of anytnmg wrong. Hod Engmenan 
Barner been maintaining a proper lookout ahead and had 
he governed the speed of his tram through the yard limits 
as required by the rules, the accident probably would not 
have accurred. 

The evidence indicated that under the present 
conditions existing at Greenville yard it is necessary 
to do much switching on the m a m track, and tnat there 
are many movements back and forth by yard engines of 
cuts of cars with as many as 50 cars in a cut, without 
the air brakes being coupled anu in ^se. Under such 
circumstances it is a question whether rule 93 offers 



adequate protection, especial Ly -jben sucn cuts of cars 
ar;, loft standing on txie .air track at mgnt without 
protectici and without a light of cr.y I:md placed on the 
leading car of the cut, the officials of this railroad 
should take steps to eliminate tho dangers of the present 
situation. 

Hone of the employees involved had t e 1 1 on duty 
in violation of any of the provisions "f tne hours of 
service lav. 

Respectfully submitted, 

7. P. BORLAND, 
Dir ectnr. 


