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INTERSTATE CO'{ ERCT COINII3ISION :

REPORT OF TEY DIRTOTO™ OF THZ BURSAU OF-. SAFRTY I BT
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WEICE OCCUR®EY ON THE
YAZOO & UTS ISSIFPI VALLEY RAIL=04D, ILLINOIS

0T 734L 3YSTT ., NTAR ‘GOYDTY, MISS , OV
SEPTIIRTR 22, 1028 .

’

March &, 1949
To the Commission:

On Scrntember 22, 1928, there was A der-ilment
ol a massenger trrin on thc Yazoo Yiegissipoy Veolley
Rrilroad, Illinoir Centrsl Byrsten, near Gowdey, Miss.,
resulting in the death of tvo cmploye-s snd the 1njury
ol thre. emnloyces

Lncation and Method of Ooeration

This accidoent occurred on the N-otclhuz District of

the New Oricans Divieion, extendaing betwe n Jrekson and
Netchez, Migs., a Cistance of 28 miles; in the viclnaty

of thoe pecint of accident thic 1s a sincle-trock lire over
riich treing ar? oleretod Dy timetable and treain orders,
no block-signal gretem b01n” in usc. T ¢ acclident cccurred
about 1-£/3 milzca sowta of J;cason- oooroaching thie voint
from thc egouth the treck 18 tangent for e distance of nmore
tlon 2 miles, while the arad: in the vicinaty of the wmoint
of eccel. ont 12 lovel. !

Tso ftrec’e 1¢ 114 witk 7h-nownd rsilg, rcrollcd,
Sl fe:t 1n length, with en aversge of 18 freated and un-
Treptest ticg.tp tae fﬁil—lznctn fully Lic+pleted, singlc-

gollred and ballosted with cinde Yo & aepth of 6 incher
4
The weetaer wo e ¢lonr at tis time ol the nccadont,
waLen ocovrred ot gbous A0 .

De-grintion

The tr-in involved an thnie reerdont wes Vickeburg
R~ute Divieion trein No. 202; on account of a bridge
eving oo n bueaod out betwoen V.cksbuet end Jockeon
1t wes belag dctoured over the N w Orleonse Davicion as
norithbound »ansseoncors troin oxtra B85 At Harriston,
70 & miles roltn of Jactson, tac enfin~ w o © turncd but
not the cars, ond the train on departing from that
peint, at 1r 0 oo m , coneisted of onc dining car, two
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Puvllman slccping cers, one eombination coach, onc com-
oJination coneh and baggage car, and onc combination mail
ond cxoress car, in the order nemed, hauled by cnginc
585, of thc 2-6-0 typec, end was in charge of Conductor
Mertin sand Prilot Engineman Willlams The cars were of
stcel construction with the cxeeption of the last car,
thich wes of ste-l-underframe constructicn Extra 585
poseed Utica, the last open offiec, 31,6 mlles south of
J ckson, at 3:04 a. m., and on approaching Gowdey 1t wac
cerciled by a broken rall whllce travcling at a spced ce-
timatcd to have becn between 20 and 25 miles per hour

Enginc 585, 1ts tender and the rfirst threc cars in
the train wers doralled toward the cast and came to
rcet in gencral alipgnment wlta the track. Tic cngine
and tender turncd over on thoir right sides, the
coupler being broken betwe-n the tendor ~nd dining
car, vhlle the threc cers remelned coupled to thoe rest
of the train ac firet car came to reocet lcoceoning to
the rifrht while th- other two remeincd practically up-
richt. T-c enployccs killecd wero the pilot crgancman
anc the fircman

Svmmary of Evidence

Engincmen Joncs, of Vicksbury, Routc Division,
ga2id thov "hilc he d1d not opcretc thc enginc ot all
betwoen Vickeburg end the polnt of accadecnt yet to the
beet of his knotiledpe everything about tnce cnpine wns
in good conditlon. Erngincman J-ncs reodc on tac cnginc
es Ter as L oarned, 23,7 miles south of Jrclkson, and
then went brc% in%o the coach thicre he we~ riding abt the
time of the accident, which occurrscd whilc tac trein wrs
treveling at a specd of from 20 to 256 miles por hour.
Enginceman Jences then get out of the coech ond went to
the cneine; the eir pumps were then vorking and 1t sccemed
to him thet the cngine wee runninc but he was not vos-
1tive abeout this although he theuwght hc hespd the
cxhaust from the ongine, In his oninlon the alr brokes
wers nolt spplicd prior to the accidcent and he did not
think thet the cengine wae the Tirst to be derciled,
baging his ¢pinion on the way the equipnent came to
rcst and saylng thrt 1f the cngine had derriled first
1t orobebly would hoeve gone to the weet, instend of
the gast. B8tatcments of Conductor Mertin, Flagman
Wol'icr, Boggagcnmen Lenicr and Trein Porter Meodows,
all of the Vioksburg Route Division, wecre similar to
trnosg ol Engincmen Jories as to whet transpircd prior
to the accident, cxcept that Flrognan Welkter, who was
riding 1n the next to the lagt c~r with the conductor,
thought theot tho ailr brakes werc onnllced before the
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sliock camc. Conductor lMe-tin did not fecit any air-
broke eoplicrtion rmede just prior to the sccident; in hac
obinion the eccileont was crused by a broken rail ~nd he
further stated th-t the position of the onglne oné cors
rfter the sccillent indiceted thot the engine was pulled
c'T tho traek by the cerrs

Exnninection wos made of the trock and cguipment

cubgequent to the acecidont by Buscrvisors Goddard ond
L 16, Divisiorn Enrinccr Brevard, Trein Mester Williams,
v ral ¥Yardnroster Herdain, Acting Yerdmeostcer Staplcton,
cter licenrnic Chepmen, and Scetion Forcemen Bersleoy.
¢ Trocz woas nurcd ond crose lgvels vierc tolicn ot
ry r~1l Joint, thc joints bain,, stogrercd, for o
flence of ~beut 1,000 feoot south of the point of

cident. At 1te maxinw the ~-~uge wee 3/8 inch open,
ond nt onc moint r~bout 6C foot south of th~ broXxon
r~11 t1w Zeuse won 1/8 1ach tight. It svire ~lso found
ta~t ot throe pointe the ciforcnes in lovetlon wWos
3/4 1ncli, tassc pointe belns loc~ted ~bout 210, 405,
rrd 800 foot south of trc point of ceroilirent. tart-
in. ~t » beint eoqroxain~ctily 185 foet from the lonving
cnd of the roll nrceoding tao broen roil a distinet
mer nldcerced on the top or the Lell of the c-st r-il,
t.ils merl cxtenfing te tho ovteide of tho roil, marking
tho outsile of ta- tall ~nd then rpweoring on the bese
of the rr1l. This nicrk opporently weg rinde by a wheel
flonr s of one of the der-ilad cars; tasre was no cor-
rrgpondlng mark on th: oppositc roil. It d1ld not apoerr
h © there woe sny 1ndicotion of covipment dreogpgang
tarou il o trrilincs-peoint ewitch locoted 51 fact south
of tne point of »ceident, or at ~ praivete hichway
crogoin,_ 480 foot farther south, nor wrs any dofcot
found obout the <ngine or crrs tant would heve couscd
the -~ccafont. Tho brogan roll wes on the cast silde of
the $rock, ond the brenlz in 1t wos o new bre-’z, angular
in ah-~pe, with no indicetion of o figsurc. Tho breek
occurred in a full-bolted, four-hole Wober roil joint,
ovor o tic, be inning ot o point about 4 inchee from
the reesivaing ond of tac r-11l. About 5 or 6 inches of
the b-1l of th ro1l wap muis~in” ~nd could not be found

U g e
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Sunorviser Golderd sorted thet the trecz in the
vicinity of t.o¢ doint of »ceilent woe rosurf-ccd ebout
on. roow previcusly ond le in reoosoncbl; good confition
foir 11 kvt br anch llue tref7le. Howe of tl.e txros heove
b on 1n the v ok ~g lon_ ns 10 yoors, out thoy ~rc
ca-alcd ewvery nonth vhere nooded, thale the trock is
wotrolled ever otacr ¢ny. The mexinug speod peormig-
sLble Tor » 9-geon cr trein 1th o froicat onpine 1e
32 nile: por hour.
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S8cctlon Ferzanman B nsley steted that his scctlon
1e 7 mlloeg lon~ ~nd thot edx mcn ore cnployed in his
v eng He wes 18t over this trock, making hls regular
1ngpection on his motor car, on Beptcmocr 20th and at
tiact tairc notlcecd nothling wrong

Southbound frcicht trein cxtre 528 wes the last
tr.1in to pase prior to the accident. It conslisted of
20 cars cnd prssced about 2 hours eond 25 minutes before
the eccidcocnt occurrcd Members ¢f the crew noticed
nothing unusunl as to treock conditions ot that time.

Examinstion of the track by thce Commisslon's in-
speetors for o digtance of gcveral huncdred feet south
of the peoint of nccicent dlsclosed rathor poor main-
tenence.  Nunmerous r-titen tice were f- nd, togcther with
locece gplkcs end spixece with broken hicadc All Joints
scemed to be 1n good conlition, however, ond the gauge
ondl crose levels vrerce well mrintoined.

The reill invelved in this sccient was originally
rolled 1in 1398 oncd wag o 7H-pound recil; 1t was re-rolled
te rbout o 70-pound r-~1l rnd la1d in thce trock in 1908
The brond was not legdible ond no he-t number, roi1l numbcr
or letter wrg discernible. It showed 1ittlc weer. Thore
wrg o frocturce cxtondaing ¢ir-cnally dovnward from r point
spoproximotcly 4 inchaos from the roceiving ond on thoe ball
of the rail through the eb to a polnt rcpproximeotely 8
inches from the rcceiving end on the brge of the roil.

A smell piece of tho besc, about 2 inchcs in length, with
wed onl brll missing, wos found in the Weber jeaint, »nc
this vi1icee of tne berge fitted i1in the orerk »t ench cnd
The misging scction wns rn lrrce, ulor U-shoped scction
with o moximum length of 5 or 6 inches. Beth angle beors
~nf the Wcber plate were bedly bent, sné -n indentetion
apnecared in the cenfter on top of thc bell of the reoil

at the rccelving end. The surfocc of tne frreturc was
clcon nnd showed no cvifgnec of » aclecbive condition.

Conclusiones

Tris nceldent wng causced b » broken reil

4
w

It 17 not fcfinitely eppeor whether this rail was .

broxen by the cnping haullng the treln, or whether 1t
h~4 bcen breken by some preceding troin, but in cither
cvent 1t seencd cpoarent thet the broken piece, portly
securcd by the Weber joint, lesned inward far cnough
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To bo struck by » vhetl flange, cousing the indentation
on tnc boll of tnc recelvins cnd of the roil »~nd rcsult-
in~ in the tender or forwerd Truck of the first cer
being dor-lled; the indlicntlons were thrt the cn inc

wng pulled off thce trock from the renr

All of the esmpl-ycos invelved vore cxpcricncced

rien ond nt the time of the acecilent nonc of them had been
on cuty in viol-ntion of ~ny of the provisions of the

frours of scrvicae lnw,

Resocetfully submitted,

Y. P. BOFLAND,

Diroctor



