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INTERSTATE" CO1'! iEFCE COIIHISSION 

M a r c h 6 , 1°*29 

To t h e C o m m i s s i o n * 

On S e p t e m b e r 2 2 , 1 9 2 8 , t h e r e waa a d e r a i l m e n t 
o f a p a s s e n g e r t r n n o n t h e Y a z o o & M i s s i s s i p p i V a l l e y 
R a i l r o a d , I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l S y s t e m , n e a r G o w d e y , M i s s . , 
r e s u l t i n g i n t h e d e a t h o f t w o e m p l o y e " ' s and. t h e i n j u r y 
o f t h r e o e r n o l o y e e s 

L o c a t i o n and. HethocL o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i c l o n t o c c u r r e d o n t h e N ' t c b m s D i s t r i c t o f 
t h e New O r l e a n s D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g b e t T ' r e n J a c k s o n and 
N a t c h e z , M i s s . , a d i s t a n c e o f 9 8 m i l e s ; m t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f t h e p e m t o f a c c i d e n t t h i c i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n o o v e r 
w m c h t r a n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s , 
n o b l o c > - a i g n a l s y s t e m b e i n g m u s e . T c a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
a b o u c 1 - 2 / 3 m i l e a a o n t n o f J a c ^ e o n ; a p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t 
f r o m t n e a o u t h t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f n o r e 
t h a n 2 m i l e s , w h i l e t h e g r a d ; i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t 
o f a c c i - . o n t i s l e v e l . , 

T i o t r a c k i r I n d w i t h 7 5 - o o u n d r a i l s , r e r o l l c d , 
«51 f e e t i n l e n g t h , ^ i t h an a v e r a g e , o f 1 8 t r e a t e d a n d u n ­
t r e a t e d t i c p i t j o t h e r " l l - l : n g t h , f u l l y t i c n - p l a t c d . , s i n g l e -
s p i k e d a n d b a l l a s t e d w i t h c i n d e r s t o a n o p tin o f 6 l n c h c m 

i 

The w e e t n e r w< a c l a m a t t n a t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , 
w m c n O C L u n r e e l a t a b o u t A;\Q m m 

D a - c ^ i p t i o n 

The t n - i n i n v o l v e d m t n i s a c c i d e n t w a s V i c k s b u r g 
R ^ u t e D i v i s i o n t r a i n N o . 2 0 2 ; o n a c c o u n t o f a, b r i d g e 
h a v i n g oa n b u r n e d o u t b e t w e e n V - c k e b u r g a n d J a c k s o n 
i t w a s b e i n g die t o u r e d o v e r t h e N *r O r l e a n s D i v i s i o n a s 
n o r t h b o u n d p a - s p o n g e r t r ^ m e x t r a 5 8 5 A t H a m p t o n , 
7 2 m i l e s F O I t n o f J a c s o n , t n e e n f . ! 1 ' ^ ^ T c t u r n e d b u t 
n o t t h e c a r s , and t h e t r a i n o n d e p a r t i n g f r o m t h a t 
p e m t , a.t 1 j O a . m , c o n s i s t e d o f o n e d i n i n g c a r , , t w o 
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Pullman sleeping errs, one combination coach,, one com-
oination coacb and baggage car, and one combination mail 
and express car, m the order named, hauled by engine 
585, of the 2-6-0 type,, and was in charge of Conductor 
Martin and Pilot Engineman Williams The cars were of 
steel construction vith tha exception of tho last car, 
which was of ste-1-undcrframe construction Er.tra 585 
pasrod Utica, the last open office, 31,6 miles south of 
J ckson, at 3:04 a. m., and on approaching Crowdey it vac 
derailed by a broken rail while traveling at a speed es­
timated to have been between 20 and 25 miles per hour 

Engine 585, its tender and the first three cars in 
the train were derailed toward the oast and came to 
rest in general alignment witn the track. T to engine 
and tender turned over on thoir right sides;, the 
coupler being broken between the tender and dining 
car, while the throe cars remained coupled to the rest 
of the train The first car came to re at loaning to 
the right while th' other two remained practically up­
right. T "o employees killed were the pilot engmeman 
and the fireman 

Summary of Evidence 

Engineman Jones, of Vi cksburg Route Division, 
said that T'hilc ho did not operate tho engine at all 
between V! cksburg and the point of accident yet to tha 
beet of his knowledge everything about tne enrine was 
in good, condition. Engineman J m o s rode on tne engine 
as far as L arned, 25,7 miles south of Jackson, and 
then went b^ck into the coach 'tore he waf- riding at the 
time of the accident, which occurred while tne t r a m wrs 
traveling at a speed of from 20 to 25 miles por hour. 
Engmeman Jones then got out of the coach and went to 
the engine; the air pumps were then working and it seemed 
to him that tho engine was running but he was not nos-
itive about this although ho thought, Jic h e a r d tlas 
exhaust from the engine, In his opinion the air brakes 
were not applied prior to the accident and he did not 
think that the engine was the first to be derailed, 
basing his opinion on the way the equipment came to 
rest and saying that if the engine had derailed first 
it probably would have gofte to the west, instead of 
the east. Statements of Conductor Martin, Flagman 
Walker, Baggageman Lamer and. Tram Porter Meadows, 
all of the Vioksburg Route Division, wore similar to 
those of En^moman Jones as to what transpired prior 
to the accident, except that Flagman Walker, who was 
riding in the next to the last c m with the conductor, 
thought that the air brakes were applied before the 
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s l i o c k c a m e . C o n d u c t o r Mr art i n d i d n o t f e e t any n i r -
P r o k e a p p l i c a t i o n n a d e j u s t p r i o r t o t h e a c c i d o n t ; i n h i 
o u i n i o n t h o a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y a b r o k e n r a . i l and h o 
f u r t h e r s t a t e d t i m t t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e e n g i n e anc 1 c a r s 
a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e e n g i n e was p u l l e d 
c ' f t h e t r a c k by t h o c a r s 

E x a m i n a t i o n w a s n a d e o f t h e t r a c k and e q u i p m e n t 
s u b s e q u e n t t o t h e a c c i d e n t b y S u p e r v i s o r s G - o d d a r d a n d 
L "'is, D i v i s i o n E n g i n e e r B r e v a r d , T r a m M a s t e r W i l l i a m s , 
Gk r a l Y n m r i a s t c r H a r d i n , A c t i n g Y a r d m n s t e r S t a p l c t o n , 
M e t o r M e c h a n i c C h a p m a n , and. S e c t i o n F o r e m a n B c a s l c y . 
T m t r a c k was t aur c d and. c r o s s l e v e l s w o r e t a k e n a t 
c V m y m i l j o i n t , t h e j o i n t s b o m b s t a g g e r e d , f o r a 
m a t a n o c o f m c u t 1 , 0 0 0 f c v . t e o u t h o f t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t . A t i t s maximur tine g m g c was 3 / 8 i n c h o p e n , 
end a t one p o i n t a b o u t 6 0 f e m s o u t h o f t\hm b r o k e n 
m l t i e gaug jc i ^ h 1 / 8 i n c h t i g h t . I t -mm -ml SO f o u n d 
t n ^ t a t t h r o e p o i n t s t h o : I n f e r e n c e m l a v a t i o n was 
3 / 4 i n c h , t n e s e o o m t c - b e i n g l o c a t e d m o u t 2 1 0 , 4 0 5 , 
and 6 0 0 f e m s o u t h o f t n e p o i n t o f a c r o i l m c n t . S t a r t ­
i n g m a p o i n t n o o r o x i r m t c l y 1 5 f o o t f r o m t t n l e a v i n g 
e n d o f t h e r a i l p r c c e d m b t no b r o k e n r a i l a d i s t i n c t 
mar 1-: a o o e n r e d o n t h e t o p o f t h e b a l l o f t h e c m t m i l , 
t . i i s m a r k e x t e n d i n g t o t n e o u t s i d e o f t h o m i l , m a r k i n g 
t l i o o u t s i d e o f t i l " b a l l m d t h e n a p p e a r i n g o n t h o b a s o 
o f t h e r a i l . T h i s m a r k a p p a r o n t l 1 " w a s n a d o b y a w h e e l 
f l a n g e o f o n e o f t i n d e r a i l e d c a r s ; t n o r e was n o c o r ­
r e s p o n d i n g n a r k o n t h e o p p o s i t e r a i l . I t d i d n o t a p p e a r 
t h t t h e r e was a n y I n d i c a t i o n o f o a u i p m c n t d r a g g i n g 
tnn-'ough a t r a i l l n g - p o i n t s w i t c h l o c a t e d 5 1 f o o t s o u t h 
o f t n e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , o r a t ^ p r i v a t e h i g l m a y 
c r o G D i n ^ 4 8 0 f e e t f a r t h e r s o u t h , n o r w a s a n y d e f e c t 
f o u n d a b o u t t he e n g i n e o r c a r s t n a t w o u l d h a v o m u s e d 
t h e m c i d c n t . T h o b r o j - . c n r a i l w a s o n t h e c a b t s i d l e o f 
t ho t r a c k , and t h e b r e a k i n i t w a s a n e w b r e a k , a n g u l a r 
m s h a p e , w i t h n o i n d i c a t i o n o f a f i s s u r e . The b r e a k 
o c c u r r e d i n a f u l l - b o l t e d , f o u r - h o l e V e b o r r a i l j o i n t , 
o v e r a t i c , b e i n n i n g a t a p o i n t a b o u t 4 i n c h e s f r o m 
the r e c e i v i n L end o f t n o r d l . A b o u t 5 o r 6 i n c h e s o f 
t h o b - 1 1 o f t h r a i l was r u s m n g m d c o u l d n o t b e f o u n d 

S u p e r v i s o r G - o d d a r d s e a t e d t h a t t h o t r a c k i n t h e 
v i c i n i t y o f t n o p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t w m r e s u r f a c e d a b o u t 
o n e I ' m ; p r e v i o u s l y and i e i n r e a s o n a b l y g o o d c o n d i t i o n 
f o r l i h t b r nek l i n e t r a f f i c . Some o f t k c t i e s h a v e 
b e n i n t h e t r o k m l o n ^ ag jo y m r s , o u t t h e y m o 
c h - n p c e l e v e r y m o n t h - 'here n e e d e d , - h i l o t h e t r a c k i s 
p ° t e e o l l o d o v m g o t h e r d-py. T h e m a x i n u m o p c o d p e r m i s ­
s i b l e f o r " o m m e n L c r t r m n m t h a f r e i g h t e n g i n e i s 
3 5 n i l c : p e r h o u r . 
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S e c t i o n F o r e m a n B a s l o y s t a t e d t h a t h i s s e c t i o n 
i s 7 n i l c s l o n g one? t h a t B 4 X men a r e o n p l o y e c L i n h i s 
> m r . He w e s l m t o v e r t h i s t r a c k , m a k i n g h i s r e g u l a r 
i n s p e c t i o n o n h i e m o t o r c a r , o n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 t h and. a t 
t n a t t i r e n o t i c e d n o t h i n g w r o n g 

S o u t h b o u n d f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 5 5 8 w a s t h e l a s t 
t r , m t o p a . s s p r i o r t o t h e a c c i d e n t . I t c o n s i s t e d o f 
2 0 c a r s ant? p a s s e d a b o u t 2 h o u r s a n d 2 5 m i n u t e s b e f o r e 
t h o a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d M e m b e r s o f t h e c r e w n o t i c e d , 
n o t h i n g u n u s u a l a s t o t r a c k c o n d i t i o n s a t t h a t t i n e 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e t r a c k b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s i n ­
s p e c t o r s f o r a d i s t a n c e o f s e v e r a l h u n d m c d f m t s o u t h 
o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t d i s c l o s e d r a t h e r p o o r m a i n ­
t e n a n c e . N u m e r o u s r ~ t t o n t i c s w e r e f- n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
l o o s e s p i k e s a n d s p i k e s w i t h b r o k e n h e a d s A l l j o i n t s 
s e o m e d t o b e i n g o o d c o n d . i t i o n , h o w e v e r , a n d t h e g a u g e 
a n d c r o s s l e v e l s w o r e w e l l m a i n t a i n e d . 

The r a i l i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a c c i d e n t w a s o r i g i n a l l y 
r o l l e d i n 1 3 9 8 and w p s a 7 5 - p o u n d r a i l ; i t was r e - r o l l e d 
t o a b o u t a 7 0 - p o u n d r m l and l a i d i n t n e t r a c k i n 1 9 0 8 
T h e b m n d . w a s n o t l e g i b l e and. n o h e ^ t n u m b e r , r a i l n u m b e r 
o r l e t t e r w a s d i s c e r n i b l e . I t s h o w e d l i t t l e > T Grr. T h e r e 
w a s a f r a c t u r e e x t e n d i n g d i a g o n a l l y d o w n w a r d f r o m a p o i n t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 i n c h e s f r o m t h o r e c e i v i n g end o n t h e b a l l 
o f t h e r a n i t h r o u g h t h o 1 T e b t o a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 
i n c h e s f r o m t h e r e c e i v i n g end! o n t h o b a s e o f t h e r a i l . 
A s m a l l p i e c e o f t h e b a s e , a b o u t 2 i n c h e s i n l e n g t h , w i t h 
w o b a n d b a l l n i s s i n ^ , wp& f o u n d I n t h e w e b e r j o i n t , a n d 
t h i s p i e c e o f t n e b a s e f i t t e d m t h e o r o a k a t e a c h e n d 
T h e m i s s i n g s e c t i o n w a s an i r r c , u l m U - s h a p e d s e c t i o n 
w i t h a maximum l e n g t h o f 5 o r 6 i n c h e s . B o t h a n g l e b a r s 
a n d t h e W e b e r p l a t e w e r e b a d l y b e n t , and m i n d e n t a t i o n 
a p p e a r e d , m t h o c e n t e r o n t o p o f t h e b a l l o f t h e r a i l 
a t t h e r e c e i v i n g e n d . The s u r f a c e o f t n e f r a c t u r e w a s 
c l e a n and s h o w e d n o e v i d e n c e o f a r l o f c c t i v c c o n d i t i o n . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y a b r o k e n r a i l 

I t d i d n o t d e f i n i t e l y a p p e a r w h e t h e r t h i s r a i l w a s 
b r o k e n b y t h e e n g i n e h a u l i n g t h e t r e i n , o r w h e t h e r i t 
I m d b e e n b r o k e n b y s o m e p r e c e d i n g t r a m , b u t i n e i t h e r 
e v o n t i t s e e n e d a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e b r o k e n p i e c e , p a r t l y 
s e c u r e d b y t h o W e b e r j o i n t , l e a n e d i n w a r d f a r e n o u g h 
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t o b o s t r u c k b y a v h o o l f l a n g e , c a u s i n g t h e I n d e n t a t i o n 
o n t n e b - > l l o f t n e r e c e i v i n g e n d o f t h e r o i l a n d r e s u l t ­
i n g i n t h e t e n d e r o r f o r v n r d t r u c k o f t h e f i r s t c a r 
b e i n g d e r a i l e d ; t h o i n d i c a t i o n s T < r ere t h a t t h e c n m o 
w ^ s p u l l e d , o f f t h e t r a c k f r o m t h a r o a r 

A l l ef th$ o o p l ^ y c e s i n v o l v e d w o r e e x p e r i e n c e d 
n o n and. n t t h e t i n e o f t h e a c c i d e n t n o n e o f t h e m h a d b e e n 
o n ca t t y i n v i o l a t i o n o f ^ n y o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e 
t o u r s o f s e r v i c e l a w . 

P o s o o c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

V . P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r 


