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On December 1013, there was a he«d»ena collision 
between a freight train and a train consisting of empty 
p&ssengwr ears on the western ttaryl&nd Hallway, at Pen 
&&r, Pa., resulting in the death of four employeos and 
one trespasser and the injury of six S E P L O Y E A A and t̂ o 
trespassers. 

After Invest lotion, I beg to submit the following 
reporti 

, At the place where the aooident occurred the Western 
"CRYI;ind Railway is a single#*trach road running east and 
r̂ eat. Ho bloote system iff in use; trains are operated under 
the T L K M T A O L E and train order ay0tea, east-bound trains being 
fiupertor by direction; trains following one another are 
spaaed 10 minutes apart at open telegraph offices. 

Approaching the point where the oollialon occurred from 
the wat there is a tangent about 1050 feet in length, 
followed by a 7 degree eurve leading toward the south. On 
this curve thero Is an Ascending grade of 1.40 per cent for 
east-bound trrina and the traefe passes through, a cut 20 
feet deep which obetruets the view in both directions. The 
collision occurred In this out, about 800 feet from the 
west end of tlr® curve* 

On the date of the accident west-bound freight extra 
75? left Baltimore at about liOO p. s. j at th© tixae of the 
&eeld@nt this train consisted of engine 757, 11 loaded and 
§5 empty ears, and helper engine SlO, which was coupled in 
behind the fourth aiw fro® the head end. Conductor Kloh«l-
berger and Snlineman Helbig were in charge of this train, 
9FHIEH arrived at Richfield at 10IB3 p. n. There er&ar No. 
110 was received, reading as fellows) 

Engine 7S7 ̂ill run extra Hlghfield to Hagersto^n, 
Bxtra, 707 mn% will meet let Ho*. 204 at Blue Mountain 
and has right over 4th No* 5204 and Ho. 3££ Hlghfleld 
to Qhewevllle. 
gxtra 757 left Highfleld at 11*31 p.tt*, and collided 

*lth l#t 204 at a point 1.8 miles west of HlghfieM at about 
11:43 p. a. Snrployees in ohargs of this train stated that 
at the tise of the collision the speed of this train was 19 
or 20 ailes per hour. 
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Qonduetor Butts and Snginefann $taub were in charge 
of freight! train 1st Ho. 204 when It left Hageretown on 
the night of the itaoldent. A$ter doing eoste x o r k nt 
gAge&ont# thia trttn went In on the peeeing elding to sseet vest-hound paeapnger train No. 7. ffee train order signal 
«ne in the atop position, m& Conductor Butts went to the 
telegraph off toe ^here he was given train Order So, 118, 
quoted goove, which addressed to the conductor and 
englneman ot let Mo. 304. Thia order wee asde complete at 
10so? p.a. He wfea also given a *1$* order. So. 113, eddresaed 
to lat, Snd and 3rd Ho. 204, ot B&gei&ont, ihe order readings 

3rd NO. 204, engine 15?, will pass 1st end End 
No. 304 at Kdgestont and change number* accordingly. 
This order urn ?aade complete at 11:00 p. as., 3 Klnutes 

ef ter order lia completed, and Qonduetor Butts received 
these orders at tlie tiiae. Order Ho. 119 m&6e his 
train Hnd 904 eaet of Sdgeiaonts Oonduotop futfcs accepted 
both orders without namm-nt and left the of floe. He gave 
one copy of each ard&r to his brsfcesen to deliver to 
Engines/st 8t&ub and then went to the caboose. 

Easts-bound tr^in 3:rd 304, consisting of engine Ua„ 157, 
a combination bar(**s&@ and Ea&il e&r and tsro oosenee, with 
Conductor Fauver and jlngineia&n Ooofc in chargef left H&gers-to^n at 10125 p.ra.t for ftltfhfleld. At Hgger&to&n Conductor Patnrer reoeiv&d order Mo. IIS, reading as follows* 

Engines 323 and 15? ^111 dlepley signals and run 
as 2nd mti 3rd So. 204, Hsgvrstovn to Kighfield. 
uh#n thi*» train arrived £ rtgemont at lltO0 p. a., 

the train order board in iho 4 t o p position and Conductor 
fauver went into the telc/rt-rh it floe wh©re he was given a 
copy of order Ho. 110, -Urectinij hig train to pass the 1st 
s>nd Snd sections. 

At this tine let m>l f*nt\ 3fo» SO4 were on Sdgaraont 
passing sidliiff to we**t -sp.~t-bound passenger train No. ?. 
The weet s^itoh of this aiding is Just east of the teleprs^h 
fits tion. ^o (aeet No. ? £',rd Ho. 904 pulled in on the storage 
track which Is a short filling opposite the passing elding, 
the main track running brt,w©«»n the storage end the passing 
S l d l l t g i 

Conduotor Fauv*>r delivered ooplee of order Ho. 119 to 
En$inen«n Oook and 71 4r»*>n iteta of hie train, and then un&sr an &rran£tH3ent aû de aivm- th*» crew of this trivin, •selthout 
the knowledge or oon^ent >f officers of the opssp eny, he and 
Firesen ?esrl lsft thl trsin and returned to Hsgerstoran on 
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So. ?. leaving tho train in oh&rga of Engineman Goak, 3sE£i<tgeEE&«t©r Loiter and Fl&paan steta who was a qualified 
conductor. After So, 7 passed, this train, which h y order 
No. 110 was then let S&4, left gd^eaant at 11(30 p. ra+ and 
proceeded ahout 4,? siloa. While running at a speed of 
approximately 85 t&llm per hour It eolllded *»ith extra 
we eft, at a point about 600 feet east of Fen War station. 

Dispatcher 3&igh who Issued the orders in question 
stated that fthllt had had order Mo* 119 in Mind when he eois-
pie ted o r d e r tfo. 110, he did not laaue order Ho. 118 to 3rd 
»o. B04 ma he expected Conductors Fewer and Butte to exohange 
o r d e r s . Ha alee stwUed thpt he tald Ogereter ftalth to he 
sure that ?anv«r got order 11B from Butts; he did not re­
c e i v e any resnon&a from Smith, h W e v a r , end operator Sslth 
et&ted that he did not receive any euoh instructions from the 
a lupa toiler. 

Oonduetor 3utta snd Engineman utaub stated that! ae order 
So. 113 ^as reoelved and P0flg*se effective at an open telegraph 
ctetl.Hi Wwy ojnaldered it the dlep^tslier* s duty to provide 
She* jp&eslng train »lth order He. lia* Soth, ho'Jtevsr, stated 
that hsd it been at a uatv-telagraph atation they ^ould have 
delivered a r d o r He* IIS to this train before allowing is to 
pag$. Oondue^or Fairver stated th&t he did not inquire of the 
eraws of the traine whioh order So. 19 gave him the right to 
T>&au whether or not thay held order* whieh would affaot hie 
tnin, for the reason that the rules did not require it. He 
atated flhat had the paaning point been at a non»telegraph 
t tat k m he would have exolienged orders with the erew -,>f the 
train *hleh h© paused. 

A proper regard for the «?sfe sove&ent of thejlr train© 
would have required the arews involved to eonfer ftimcerning' 
this ffioVRSont, for the purpose of aeeertsining: whether or not 
&ny ordure *»r« held by theu vhieh itould affeat their trains 
?kt%$? the* rearranges »©nt of eeotiung had been made, even though 
tha rules did not require thea to do no. 

tlule 94 of the western ŝrylartfi Railroad r«ada ae 
fallows; 

©4. A train ehioh overtakes a superior train or a 
train of tha aeuae el&ee, so disabled t h a t it cannot p r o ­
c e e d

 f5lll p&as it, if practicable, and if necessary will 
;e«us» the aehe&ule *n»i take the train orders of the 
diaebled train, proofed to th© naxt open telegraph of flea, 
ana there report to the Tr^in faster. Th© disabled train 
will ttsnuvm the schedule and take the train e r d s r e of 
ish© l*»sfc train $ith wblfih it hae exchanged, 'ancl ̂ ill 
f̂hen ftbla proeeed to un*l report from tha next open t»le» 
Kraoh office. 
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The at&tataentB of eiaploy©as ludieata that undar this 

rule It was eustomary, when a train paeaed & superior train, 
or one amotion passed another aeetlen of the B A S E train, 
at « non-telegraph station, for the erewa to eonfer regarding 
the BOVA&emt «na th& cxchin^e of signals and orders* By in-
feronoe this rule oaverg conditiona arising only at non-
tele&raph fitfttlons, The stat&senta of ell the employee* 
Questioned re girding the practise in aafeing & Movement of this 
kind by train order ®t an open telegraph station indicate that 
they did not eon eider It inouetbent upon theia to exchange orders, 
but depended upon the dispatcher to provide teoh of the trains 
involved with O O P I B S of f?ll orders affecting them, the move­
ment in question being at an open telegraph station toy 
direction of the trelii dispatcher, they believed I T hi© duty 
to sake provision for supplying all the trains effaeted with 
orders whleh ^ould Insure their e&fe movement froto that place. 

this aeci&mt WAS a&usetf by failure of Plflpatehor Heifth 
trhsn he issued order No. 119 to m&k.8 definite arranges nto 
for providing the tr^in which by that order beeetffl© 1st So. SG4 
s r i t h order Ho, IXB *>H£cb vitally af footed I T . the rules govern­
ing the op^ratian of trains and the fonsa of ordera used on 
tho Patera Haryland Railroad are printed in the timetable 
and daaignatad &B "standard OQd#% Had Dispatcher flAigh 
handled T H ® movement in ,'ieoorianaa v\lh the for a a preaoribod 
by zh&m rules, it ̂ ouid hnva b$®n neeaas&ry to annul the three 
trains as aeetione .if ?/H itr-uc s new orSer rearranging 
the sections, thia wmld hava naoaaalt&ted the reissue of 
order No. 116 vhJeh vould H^ve been signed by first So, 5!04 
leaving Sdgcwont, thus inaurln£ its delivery to the train 
that •sm to execute it. 

$one of the eatploy^a liwo'vr'i in this accident vae on 
duty eentr^ry to any of tht> -rjvi^lona af the hours of eervice 
law. Disp^toh*jr F*L*ifdi hi fl ̂nen esaployed by this doapany as 
an operator for tm? ye.'-ra, anA I B I dlapatohar for five re/IRE. 
Oonduotor rVwer h/fd > e n alloyed by thia eosrp&ny as & brstfeew&n 
for three yeare A N D AS conductor for 1© years. Hia record 
ghowe that during th© pept 7 years he had reealved 8S domarlt 
&&rHe and heM been au»;-.pn' ?a days, HJnglneman Oook hjsd been 
<taipioy»ti fty this oe&rshny y^nrs; he H A D been an enginataan 
for 37 year*. Oondue^r Sutta had been employed six yeare( two ye era of ehloh w@r@ s aonduetor. Enginaaan Stmib had bean 
in the aaploy of the co^rrny <tix yaara* about Q months of shich 
had bmn ae ANGINBISSN. 

flhlla thia aeold#nc -u-p, due directly to the failure of an 
employee properly to erf-ara hia duty, It was rendered &oeaihl@ 
by TH® aŷ teia of train otseration ©otployed, and displaye the 
inherent waafcn^s^ of auoh 1 sy^tsta, A large proportion of th® 
eoeldenta ^hloh HF^ve bt>«n inv^atlg^ted H ^ S be@n 4ue to saistftkes 



which have oaourred under the train order aethod of train 
operation* under the ulooit eyaWa fewer opportunities for 
errora likely to laj\d to digaator are presented, and it 
is believed that the voluoe q£ traffic ever thie road ie 
large enough to warrant the installation of the bleak sy&tem. 


