{483)

In re investizetion of an acclident whilsh vocurred
oo the Jestern Heryland Zsllwey, noer Carrett
Ltation, PHe; On Eovenbar 11, 1917.

Desesber G, 1UlT.

Cn Hovember 11, 1917, at about 4440 peniey &
hesdeord collislon cccurred betwesn two freight tralins
on the Testarn :aryland Eslilway, sbout 1-3/4 miles
wont of darrelt Staticn, Ps., Pesulting In the death
aof one exployee and injuries to foui other smployeas,.

After an investigstion of this accident, the (hlefl
of the snres: of Salety reporte ss foliows.

mmmmmmmmmwsmw
tanding from Cusberisnd, :d. to Cennelisvilie
the Westemn Idvision of the Yestern wm%u
ot 38 ailss west of Cunderland. mmmm&«
cinity of the sceme of asuvident iz single trank, and
tralne are operated by tizetable, tralin opders, snd an~
der the potection of sutomatic alignals. The point of
secident wan about nidwsy of & surve, 3,600 feel west of
the west ond of Jerrett passing siding,

e trains involved iIn this sceldsnt wors eastbound
freight train lat B80S, consis of 776 with 6O
losded cars, with Condustor ron Enginenan leeler
in charge, snd westbound extrs fyelght traln with angine
Tﬁi uith%Mm, with Conduetor Flttaen and
pginesen Zhallier 1n charze. Znglioes '?&s‘?m uﬁag B &
m for lat 206. %i: trein lait Dickerson Eun, Dear
Connollevillie, &% T80 aume, and extrs ’?ﬁi ant CW—»
Iand at 12,30 patse

Bezinning at the woastl ond of Carrett passing :m:m
at which point extra 754 was weiting to meet other trains
previous to the secidant, there is sbout 100 feet of tan~
gent ahesd of the switsh, followed by a S~dagres curve to
the right, 1,500 fest lonz. The tangent following s
1,%9&;%1&3,&2&9.&69{&&&&“: HR-ainute
csurve to the left starts. it wes 800 feet the cast
end of this curve to the point of sollision, From Hocke
wool Etation, S.€ milos west of Sarreti, mwﬁlﬁg
sast, there 1s a sucsesslion of furves, yary
de wa&w.ummamma t&a

&Sozat 1=1/2 ntles frow the scene of the stolw
point, s cospound curve to the right
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atarts, 35,100 fest m;g, varying from l-dagree, bd-
sinutes $o 5 ds There is than a plece of tangent
about 300 feot rnillm&gaiwkwmh
the laft, 1,500 fest long. The next tengent is 800
fest longz, followad by the curve to the right on whieh
e ssclident ceturred $00 fest sast of the point of
QUrvEe

From Garreit Staticn, the grede is descending west-
erly, varying IYom <155 to 575, snd at the point of seci-
dant, the zrade is 217 descending. PFrom Roockwood Sta~
tion oast, the grade is sontinucusly sacending, varying
m.&%h-&%.

e track follows the south bank of u river the en~
tire dlatance, snd for the Sor part of the distanece
betuween Sociwrod and Cerre tere ars sides ocuts on the
side of the trasck opposite the river. 2 single trasck of
the Seltimore end (hio Rallroad iz lald on the noprth alde
of and between the Testern Zgryland Rallway and the river,
and there 1 sbout the ssme distances betwesen thase tw
traciks as vsually exiasts on & double-track rallroad.

on this sesticn were plsced in serviee
mswu,xw,mﬁmmmmmmnw
inoem a8 the A, P, s System. inder this schems, s palr
of siznels is loeoated spprouximstely at the switeh at
sack end of the pasaing siding. A signsl leaving the
pansing siding is known a8 sn absolute signal, vhereoas
mwmw&%t:MﬂmhuMumx
ﬁuﬂ#’.@* m@m f‘mw
& pointed-ond blade yespaftively, The sbaclute el
also oarry & red neriex, i?ﬂ%&ﬁliiﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ
mm;%tmmﬁmmxuam,
ght 1s onn the other side of the post, or stag-
gared. nals are logated besitween the pessing sidings
to Wl@ aam up the blosk for following movements,
the nusber depanding on the distence, anf they sre all
pernissive signals. “hen & train starts from & passing
siding, sli signals, including the sbeclute sizonal at the
next eidin;, are set in the stop poultion and remsin mso
until the treln has laft the next pessing siding. Sig-
neis 1o the same direction, however, clear np sfter a
train passes out of the bloek In the zams way as on a
donble~traok system. The slznals ars oparated oo normal
clear systes snd nses primery bat for operation, All
¢ireulits are direct current, ine trask olrouits,
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sod the eontrol is seans of 1ine wire. Indicstors
are not used, e tohh boxes sre provided at sll
switehes, shuniing the trask circult.

ihe siznsls sve I=~positicn, snd indications are
Ziven in ths upper guadrant. mm&mﬂmaﬂu
m&mmmu ta for stop, csutien, and

The fntermodiates sipgnesls

m%af%mttf&%ﬁmﬁmmmiwmtwi
to the south of the zaln Ltresk, as the presence of the
Be & Os track prevonted ths instalilstion of the weste
bound slgnal on the »ight hend alde, ss Iz the usual prese
tices There sre no Jderalls cn the ends of the passing
sidinga,

ihe investipation dlseloscd that en the day of the
secident oprdear No. B2 had been put out at Foskwood, read-
inzg as followst-

Extrs 764 snd 612 west meet 1lst Ho. 800 BEng.776
and extra €17 Jsat st Bockowood.

later order Eo. 566 was lssued, superseding order lo. 58
in part, snd resding s followst=

Extras 754 and G612 west ool Extre €17 sanl st
Garrett instead of Pociowoods Extira 617 east take

slding,.

thus lesyicg the meetiuz point for sxtrs 754 and st
208 as orizinally established at Rockwoode ZThe opere-
tore at Roskiwond changed trisks before 1st 206 arrived
at that point, sad the first trick =an falled to trange
for oxrder N0, 58 with the other orders to the sesond
e first ordsr M :&a wm
- L] =0ng
the engineer sni condustor, se they bad no order for
m oxtra 754, Dut at the sase Line extre 7i4 had
originel order to meet 1st 208 at Bockwood,

m@tﬁhwﬁwﬁﬁﬁmn Extras T54 walted at

. Caprett passing for sxtra 617, After that tralin
arived, the wes sizoal 414 not clewr up, and tw
mmmmmwﬂmmmmﬁmms
without my orders sgainst the signal end collided with
M’

soth enzines ware badly dssaged by the esililslon,
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and & oare wers destroyed. Conductor Fitlman of sxtys
T54 wvas eaughi under the uwreckage and killed,

mwm&mm&mzmm
Bos 58 b tong mwmmwm

hslper on 1; t 208, e 414 not know that only four
coplen ware made until be baadd of 1L cutslde the office
after the sccident. This order was put oul &t Z.15 p.us
&8 Columr, for the westbound, sud at Hoshwood for the
sastbhound train.

Train toher Ruckel, who was on duty and In
charge of Ird trict at e time of the accident, sald
that shen he tock the train sheet sboul 5.40 paie, thare

@WMM@%W&HM@W
mmmwmgmmﬁaw

original

been supersadsd in part wes 1ot deliversd at dcokwood
to traln lst 806. be sald somsons salled him on
e talephons from the west end of Gearrvett sald
extrs 754 wos there, with the signal sgslnst them, and
asked for iloatrustions, &t the sams time ptatlfgi-ihet
sxtrs G617 was in to elesr. Dispaleber hncksl sald he
told hin e probably htmﬁtmmmmﬁﬂ

Then he tried to get Gsrrett 2iding but ecculd mot J0 so,
althouzh shortly after that the engineer of extea &12
sy on the telasphone and salid extra 7H4 bhad zone, e
asked the operator st Hockeood If lst 206 bed gotiten
order &, and was toid 1t was not on the tadble snd hed

running against s stop aiznel uwmﬂm wﬂng &



-ﬁ‘

=eaBase, aod sould give 5o expleénation as $o wiy the
sondustor of Ti4 started after hmving had only some
sonversation but no crdars.

rator Hall sald he was on duty at Hoekwood
mmwm mt,m&womls&wgmﬂf
it a» bhe 4id sot waderstand bow nany the dlie-
wmwmmmm &Mmﬁuﬁmmw-
ilnz opder, notlised the ingorrest form, spoke to e
uheat 1%, and the acrrect order, Jo.
56« mmmafa:mu he &olliversd the ordere,
mmaﬁmimuummm Mha
tranaforred his wafulfiliesd crders o the relisl opsr~
ator sbout 4 peite, he megiscted o include cder Eo.
%mmmmmmimamm
fdue to sssuming 1t had Geen a8 exira €37
WthWmmmm,mWMt
6 arrive. 1t 13 his prastice to higng orders on e
seriee of hocks above his tablsy,until delivered. Ren
he laft the offloe, lat 806 wae Just coming Ints the
sosl €1 . %m&a&mmm&m%mm
dispe -y traine Lo paxs an automatic slig=
nal in the stop position, wt it had oot been his pEate
tﬂ.&thﬁ@iﬁﬂf#ﬁ%Wﬂ%ﬂMm
Es has not done that at fookwood, ss the siding is east
of the statlico and the condustors cali the dlspastoher
Mmmmmmmmmwmaém@

mnn Shalfer of axtrs 754 stated that at Colw
mumﬁm&ﬁmm%mmﬂqmmw
st Zockweod, At lsysrsdale, e rectived an ordey, chang~
ing the =ey polint with sxtre €17 frem Roghwood te
Garretts s 8 that bhe 414 not notiece at what tice
mmmﬁ,wxmmmw pulled down
to the west end of the «idirg snd walted 10 op 20 =ine
utes for extrs £17. Fhen that traln clesred, e called
in his fisgmen. She mw mmﬁiﬁ sigal was
gesan %0 esll wp the dis-
atcher. mmwmuxm,mmw
mmmmmm%#wgh an order 80
he meturned to the englne. Tha econ =
mmhm. w,mmmmmm
wmm.mwmmmmmm

the engine, and the sonductor %Wwild him that iet 206 was
?&”W@‘ngﬁ%‘m?ﬁﬁmg
Pelte mrmin@a 8 spesd of abon wilss

ghing the scone of ascident, hea 414 not

view shand, buf the Lrake~

m,ﬁammmhﬁﬁﬁna:mmuw,mm
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mmwm epaed
the ascident, which odourred &t 4.40 pete is said at
in the past he bad secured instruetions %0 pass algnals,
u&mamsmm,mmhﬁmtwmw
swmmmumguhemww;mm

at infrequent in

brsieman BRobluson of extra 754 stated that bhe
opened the switeh mmﬁi?&geiazcmﬁéw
ﬁ gmg sftey the traln wes g;n.m
sondug was throngh tslephon m

206 wen sebting mt cars with hot boxes at Hookwood.
e spoks to the eondustor at Carreli sbout mm
3%%&&&3%%@%&?%&&
mmaaw:wm;m Es som train Ho. 206

m aboat & ms ’? car lengths distang and

Fireuan Dresguen of extra 754 seid ho saw the
train ceders hald Enginensn Shaffoprs. He noted the
anginge pusbers of different tralns they passed mnd
sow et they corresponded with the numders in the
orders. mmmmm,um@tmwsm
Bt Sanes and s s ali Bight bo oo shesd et Sorcesed

wes to o
ether the beanes we. %ﬁ'mf‘w the speed
were
of his traln wes sabout 12 o 15 m=iles peor houlk at the
time of the accident. Conduetor Sulllven of trsin lat
208 sxid they arprived at Hockwood 4.20 ,tmm
d water on the first locomotive and
for belper ongine to tale coal. ﬁamﬁn&uv&g
orders there, Lui ocne in shich extrss 7H4 and §)2

W he bhed 30 mm
Be The first '

ef the mm:m signal next weet of the m‘ia& @t
sesident, shich he saw from the left slde over the top
of e boller, 1t was at cantion, but chenged to stop
as they vary closs to 1t, Fhen the signal changed,
he oal the enginesants attention to 1t he ahut off
ﬁmmegwmmuwg?%m
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o bhedl yeoelived no orders in referonce $o exteas TH4
and 618, All of the interasdliate =i wers clswr
exeapt the one next west of the & secident which
indleatesd csution when he firat case in sight of it.
MM&&WWM&&::&M,RM&W
mﬂmwﬂe than back to esution and finally baok

to stope ones shat off steam snd hald rodused
wmm&ammwmaawmmw
fivet saw axtrs’ 754 approashingg nhis train was noarly
ammmmnnumm g had not used

% @ :v #7550 L) :
be mMaWumumiﬁﬁmmmmt
to stop was that his tise was zhort o clear traln 3.
He knew oxtra G617 was shesd :nd world heve to Do in to
claer at Garrett before this signal oould so to cmutlon
poaition, so that sbhen e signal went to stop, he
assumed that that train was Lacking up 80 as $o© head in
g@ mt;@smﬁmtuﬁmmmggﬁ%ﬁ%ma
& s -
voslur stated fupther that he had passed absoluts sulow
mm ﬁw o verbal instructions at differont times,
e was familier with the times tabls rules

mmﬁntmmm@tm
crders snd & bulletin at Rockwood. ipproaching the sig-
mmtagmmtwmmzmwmmm
pilet sd he saw the el wa-mmszwwsw.
mmwmms was but & or 5 car lengths dlp-

his scclideni was coused priomeily by the falluue
of Operstor Bull o properly tranafer the crders :e had
cn hand for delivery to his relled wen the
mmmaaémg,m&mm train lst 20608t
gotting ths order Lo meot extra Ti4 st Zovkwosd. 4 con-
trivuting canse wes the failure of the conductor and sn-
ginenen of extra 754 to proparly cbservs the rule require
%mwﬁn,w%mﬁmmwwm”m
iute sru® aiznal when In the stop posltios.

tion furthar develo the fact that
'&uamm enginecan of train lst 206 alsc {alled
%o bring thelir train st once to & atop when they saw the
signel g0 to the stop position In fromt of ths traln.

The {act that these sxpsrienced suployoes psassed
signals indleating stop with: apparently the same con
fidence and sssuvence a8 though the aignals sere clear,
indicates thers iz & laxliy in snforoing Time-table Bule
62 whieh resds in pert as feliowsi~
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"5 Zensphors arm having & square end is
salled an "Absolute ire® vien 1in the "Stop*
positlan Iindicates that the step m=uat be zade
&t or vefore resching the signal snd that 1t
sust not be passed in the "SHtop” position with-
out sathority Lo do so, ﬁmﬂbyﬁmam,
cantion oF oslsarance card.”

mmmmmzmsmmtmmmm
tise o pass Iwee "sbsolutes arm® s st s upon
comsuicating with the Lohey
m & W ”mt Mm m m O
sm %hen these orders are :
m where NO OpSPRLOrE are @

practiced on the Weatern Haryisnd Rallway, theve

no way by vhiek the offielals mey chock the obadienue
h%&mh.m@mwmmﬁmm%
ing with the dlspateher o prepale & nealppe as suthorlty
fmmmwmwwmmamm
Again 1t is gquite svident from ths tes
m@mﬁmwtm*mkm“mmm
the stop position, zerely o faclilitate traffic or re-
lleve toapopeary congestion, shereas the usuzal intent of
sach rules is %O d¢ & pesns of noving traine whan
there il an &t fallure of the sisnal, The hablt of

ordeds sgainst the indieatlion of a sigzual that is
properls performing the functicn for whiek 1t was inalalled
cannot bs too ssverely condexned, as this prastice tends
wmwtmm%sﬂmﬂﬂw
jssssn the importance of ths signal Indlestions In the
M#fmw;;bymg

the paest few se8rs, & nusber of soclidents
mmtmmmmfmmmmm

ting practices m mimt nethods of tralin opare
lﬁ.&g #hile great luppovensnts have beosn made, w—
pecislly in the mmam of sutizstic aw,.
safouards sre wvithout sffest unless every care Iz used
in enforeing striet cbedisacse to the rules under which

they are operated.

the employees inveived in ihie ascldent vers sxper-
ienced men. The orew oo train lst 206 hed been on duty
# hours and 40 zinutess snd of extra 754, & hours end 40
ridnutes at the time of the sceldmnt,




