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In ra investigation of accident on tho Yeatern Haryland
Rollwny at Blue Mountain, Mde, Hovember a7, 1912.

On Rovenber 2%, 1912, there was a head-ond oollision
bobronn two freight trnins on the Westers Maryland Railway ab
Hlue Hounbsin siqing sbout 15 miles east of Hugerstoun, Hdi.,
resuiting in the denth of 2 emwmlovees apd the injury of 2
asnlayeey

Efsor investigstion I deg to suhmit the fellowlng repord:

At the point shoere Sho scoident coourred the VWentern
Haoryland £211 ay 45 2 single triok 1ine r»uming aagt and woats
There 12 a @~degres cuprre, nboub 2000 feod long, loading townrd
the norsh, and 2 1% per cent grude apeencing towar? the east.
Fron e teain roundiing thlo ourvoe thes view of the btragh ahend ls
obstrtatod by a hill and by treos, and 18 limited tc but a few
hundred faot. Blue Mount:in oi.ing 1s on the south alde of vhe
maln byack ani 15 ateout 3000 feot longe The blook system is
ne% used on t-is rond; tralng are avarntod by tire tadle Tules
an tryalp oxders, e.st-houpd Sraine heing =u werior by dirscilona
Abromt 30 dralng aro sporated gver this read dalily.

On Hovember 28 an: 27 sust-~-bound freight train No. 204
lelis Hagoratewn, His , 1z four seesiong, the flrst thres of
wiriah earTried greos olagssirioatlon signals indasasing that one
o pore seations were folloAngs First Ho. 204 dopa.toed ab
G140 parve, Novenber 28; socond No. 204 Qaparted at 10:02 o,
Rovenbey 36th; third No. 204 departed at 12:14 aume, Hovnmber
ATth, am: Pourth Hoe 204 depardes abt 18153 a.me, Bovenber 270he
Gonuptor Bishols ang Puoinemasn Hemricksen wore in oharge of
foursh Wo. 204, ~hion sonaiated of I englnes and 27 oavg.

Hizhfleld 18 a Junetion zoint adboul 17 mileos frop Hageorstoum.
Thore {8 srein yogister s maintalned, in whioh & recor: 1a lept
of the 'tine of arrival and departura of trsins, siganls dis.layed,
and sigaasures of esnduciors ang names of enginomen. Burerine
tandent Serry of this <1vi don Seotlficd thos 1% was the duty of
gonduetors o ochoock traln » glaters and thed enginetion are not
roulved &0 do 20 or S0 mizn them.

Flret Ho, 204 a vrived in Highfiold at 2:17 a.n., and
deparbol az Hoe 218 ab 2138 a.na, bound for York, Pa. Sucond
Bo. 204, wish Coniuctor Nenturr amdl Enginemen Broown in oharge,
arrdynd at Bightisld ad 2117 a.te Upon sr-ival, Conlugtor
Hontzor vent o She offloe and regletered his trninixthm enbyy
incdoating thet bie tralp hwed run Irom Begerstown fo Uighfisla
a5 sasond Ho. 04, ourrring green sighala. 4o $.4 conductor wis
cenpled by ather dutlen, $he o erator veglatered Bhe tine of
desacture of this train, tho eabry indioating that thls train -
lofe Bighiiell at 2:28 aa He. 204, earrying no signals. Tiis




(2} o
trala lef% over the main line, btound for Baltisore, , :

Fourth No. 204 overtcok third S04 at ML pwitoh, about
¢ niles eust of Bagerstown, &8 fourth No. 204 had an order
glying 4% time on sogond and third segblons of weast-bound
pagsenger sraln Nos 7 to Chesnville the gignels of theae tuwo
geotions wers exabapgnd ao %mﬂ.&ea by rule 94, apd this traln
pragasded to Chewsville, Train orders were there received
divesting this scetion %o run us third No, 804 A5 2155 a.ue
this peotlion departsd fyom Zigemont; which waa the lagt open
%ﬁlegxggn gtatlen pasged by this %raln before tie accidend
QacuITedN

Wegt-Yound Preight train first No, 203 &gyaxteﬁ from
Baltimors at & pen., Noevenber 28, bound for Hager«touwm, and ab
tie %ine of the amiﬂﬂnt gonsisted ~F an engine and 17 oare,
Conductor Eing and Engineson Eckhardt were in oisrge of shis
traine Filrst Ros 207 srsived at Highfield as 319 g.ne., Joven-
er 8%, Comduabtor Fing steted that uson errival at Bighfisld
e went tu the coffies, rosistered Lis trailn, and exanined the
reglsator, He gbtatad that tre rogister showod the arpival of
sgoond No. 204 onut with no signela, and that he repeated tris
te the gperator im Sho presemece of his head bralkeman, After
rega’ ving a 19 ezder galling attentlon to & suldoh which wos oud
af servies, and a oloarances enrd, he lert the offlee, olimbed
upen the engine and told ¥ngtananin Hakhardt that the pohedule
of Hos 204 eu6b was £illed, Firat No, 207 left Highfiold at
3122 neme znd coliided Atk third No. 204 at Blus ¥ountain sid-
ing at 230 adne A the time of the eollleion tﬁﬂ;ﬁﬁa@d of firat
Hoe 7203 wns estimatel at ahout 20 milsg per boure At the dime of &1
aovlident th weatier wus olecr.

he rogivter book madnteine? ab Hightleld Lo of the fomm
eomroply used on riilroals anl was s-operdy kepts In tids
mogiator book the rezord of the arcivel of sceond No. 204 at
2119 aume, oarcyiaog greon signals frow Hagorstoun to Bighfleld,
win entered op Lhe tidr: line; the desartures of this train was
nctod on tho fourth iine, ' ondey reading train No. 204,
pignels nono, departing 2:28 aene

Operator Barbugh wag on quty at Hightield stated that
Sonduator Kigg oume $o she cffles, vogistered his train, checkod
the register and eskad $he - perator if there woere any orierd.

o aparator gave hin o alnetesn ordeyr and a glearange gard. He
siated shadt be 4id mot h.ve any econveraafilon with Conducitor King
regardling the obhwr seebicns of Heos 204 and tho+ he 41d zmot hear
Conduntor King apedk of th train regloter at mll,. When first
Hoe 205 o srted Lo oup oned a meoting puint farther dlong the

1ing hkad hesn fixod,

Baud Brakemsn Spigler of firsst Ho. 209 stated $ 4 at
Highfieli the eomduator wont in and rogloverels se out
with a nlnstesn order, any g:dd that firet and seovnd Ho, 204
had Flllea thetls seredula and sacond Noe 204 garviad no aiganlss
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Az o yasult of this (nvestigaution it is Yelioved thet
Conduator Klag of rirst No. 203 in checking ownr she register
at Highti«ld soted the entry on the fourth line regording she
do artuye of No. 204 instead of the entyy on the third line
nobing the arrivsl of gegond WNa. B04 ecarrying greon signala
indtosting & followiag gootion. The erroer on t.e part of

Condugtor King in oheaking the traln register was the onuse of
thiz accldente

Conduotor Eing Lhad heen in the enploy of thls conpany for
Sen yoors, asd bad heen employed am a sondnotor for slx yonvs,
Bfs rocord wes good and he wna Fegarded ag & goreful and oom-
pobent mak, A¢ the Yine whon the ascident counrred ho had heen
on duby ¥ bours, afier a period off dusy of 19 heura. None
of she smployoes jnvolved in this eadoldend was ofr duty conbrery
o any of vl yrovisions of the hourw of mervise law.

While this souident vas dun dlregbly to the follure of
ap emoloyee roperly to perform his duty, {4 wao renderad
posaible by Wre aysten of troin ¢peration employed, and dia-
2laps the inberent woaknessy of $this method of t-a2in operation.
Heidl an adewate Blook sizgnal system beon la operatlen oo the
Yastern Barylapd Ballwoy at this plave She asolident prodably
would have Beon averted. Under the bloek gystem o 'er o3 Or-
tenitlss #or exrors likoly %0 lead to ddszaster are presented,
and it fa believed vhi: the volume of frarfic over Lhia road
1o large encugh So werruant the installesion of She bhloek syatom.
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