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In r© investigation of aaoident on tho Waatern Maryland 
Kailtray at Bluo Mountain, 1*4 « 9 Hovosiber 87, 1912* 
Qn Bovonbor 8"t$ 191§t there w § a hasd-ona collision 

aetHroaa. t*o freight trains on tho Wasters Maryland Hallway at 
Blu© Mountain sJUing about 15 alios oast of flage?0toin»t BfS*t 

resulting ia the do&th of S ssiyloyaea and tho injury of 3 
ataployaea* 

After ls?aatlsatloit 1 beg to auhsslt tlia following roportt 
At the point sthere t~h& accident occurred tha Western 

ferylaad ay is * single traofc line running oast «o4 wost* 
There is m ror^ alsout 5000 feot long, loading toward 
tha sorthf aa& a 1$ gen- gratia ascending toauxM tha aaatt* 
teas a train rounding this ourro tn* view of the tnole ahead ia 
obutiuotod by a hill and by traoat and la Halted tc but a fas? 
Jiunas*ed fsot« Blue BfattafcHln siting ia on tha south 3i<lo of th© 
ja©in tr-ack oni ia about 3000 faat long* £h© blook system is 
net naod on vis road; trains operated by tiice table rulos 
aa« train orderst «dat"houndl tr&lssa being m parlor by direction« 
About 30 trains &rc operated orar thia roaa dully. 

On Hov«&ab©r 36 ani £7 ©uat-bouM freight train $©* 504 
laft fiaserotoHtt, % U « in four amotions, the first fehreo of 
3fciab oarriod greua alaa^ifloatlon ©lunula laminating that; ona 
or ai0r& aaetioaa *̂ ©r© following* jfirst W&* SQ& dona.-ted at 
3:40 Itoveober aeoond $?o* M04 departed 10:.'52 p«m», 
Hoipoaaer aothj third H« t £04 <i#part®£ at 12£l4 a^n** Xloyanbar 
87thp ana fourth So* 304 departed at l£s53 a#®«* Xftnrefieer 37th* 
Oosuuetor ^lohols ana JEUfjinesasn Hsarlekaon wares in oftarge of 
fourth Sfo* S04t Halon oonaiated of S ea&inaa and 3? o«r®# 

Bi^bflald la a Jtifiotica ?oia* about 17 latlow from Hag«rffto.*m» 
t?hare i# sraia register ia is9intai&e&t ia whiofc a r©oord ia kept 
of tbe"t2K© of ©rrivril and departure of trains* signals displayed, 

signaturon of condueiar^ ans? nsiaea of eaglnaBea* Su^e^ia-
t^adoat Ber.y of this £ivi ,ion fc^sfcifiod thss it was the duty of 
oouduetors to ohaolt train r visitors md that an^inaaan ar© not 
r© iUirod to «ao ao or to ai«sn thaa« 

Mrst No» S04 a^rir©d in Hî ttflatd at Si 17 a.m*f and 
dejiartau Ko* SIP at 5:35 a«n*t houses for Tork, Pa» Oocosal 
Bo* S04 t v/l«h Conductor Vonta^r and loglnomsn Bro^m in ofeargo, 
arrlT«9d at tfl^hfial'i at 2:19 cu&# aiT"ivalf Conductor 
Heather ^at to 4ha offloo and rs^iatarod his train* tho ontry 
inrti eating thut bi» train hud run from j&tgeratowa^o iil̂ hfiald 
m aa<wttd Ho* "04 t aurn'tas gracn signals* oenduotor wis 
ococv>ie<i by Qth©r ^uti@ot tha orator ra^iatared the' tina of 
dê srfcura of thld train^ the €satry indloating tha6 thl® train- -
left Sighfiald at Si28 sa He* n04|. aarrylag no ai^mls* Thia 



Fourth No* S04 overtook thira 804 at Mill switoh, ahout 
4 ssilea east of ̂ gorsto"«^a# As fourth Sb« 804 had am order 
giving it time on soooa4 and third seetlons of west*souM 
passenger train Ho« 7 to Ch® rsville She signals of these two 
seotilons were ©xstong^a as provieed hy rule 94 f and this train 
jseoeê ded to Ohessvllle* *rain orders were tsar* received 
directing this nee&ion to run as t&ird Ko* @04* At £185 a«m« 
this amotion departed from &!gGiaeat# whioh was the last open 
telegraph station passed hy train hefore the aooident 
aeeurrod* 

West-hound freight train first Bo* 803 departoa fro® 
Beltlmor* at a Have&fcer B6» haunt far ̂ sger^totmt «ad a£ the tips af tho ae&iaant eoasiatea f an engine and 17 oars* 
O&n&uetor M s g So^lnessa Sekfcardt were in oXarge of this 
train* first 2fo* 203 arrived at Higfefield at 3s 19 Ifovera-
l'Or £?# Conductor King stated tfe&t u;>oa arrival at HigMielci 
ha went ta the offiset registered hi* train, and examined fchst r#aistsrt Ha stated that ti*e raglstar ahewsd the arrival of 
mm&& S04 onst *ith no sii&a$r &Ui£ that ho repeated tMs tertha spars-tar in the arsoanaa of his head era&es*sn# After 
reea!ving a 1© er^er sailing attention ta a switch whioh was on* 
of oarvlea* m & a o^earsaae enrdt h« left the offieef ollfflbed wjian the ©n$ina aad tola Inainansrtn lehh&TiSt that the schedule 
of So* 204 frist waa filled* ^irst 303 left Hishfloia at 
3: SB s*fa# snd ealliiisA .?itJh third Ho* &Q4 at Bine Mountain aid­
ing at 3s 30 a»m* At the Mae of the collision tha eeeed of first 
m+ §03 «?« estlsubtei at about 20 miles $©r hour* *t tha tiiae of 
aooident thi v/r<ath«r waa ol@ar« 

fhe register hool£ siaintalse-i at Hi^hfisld is of th© torn 
aonBfiottly used en r-i Uresis sni was ^sariy kept* In t:is 
resistor hoofe the rssord of th® arrival of second No» 304 at 

earryia^ green signals froa Sagersftowa to filghfleld, 
waa enter«£ on the thirl linos the departure of this traia was 
nefcod on tfei» fourth Una, it5 c entry reading train So* SG4* 
Signals aoa«* departing Si 58 

Qpsracor fiarbaugh wis on -mty at (flghfisld stated tjiiat 
Coaduetor Eia^ osna to fch^ effisa, registered his train* ebeo&ed 
the register ant! esfcati the ^ j-'esTitor if there were any or tors* 
%<a a^erstor &(sve hist a alaeteoa order and a alearanae sard* Be 
tst«t©4 &hat he did aot h .vo any conversation with Conauotor King 
reg«rain§ fths othtcr sections of N Q * 004 and than he di4 not hear 
Conduotor Xing spouh of th<* train r̂ gistser at all* IFĥ n first 
No* artad J*a supposed ^ meeting aulut farther alonj the 
Una had hean flxod# 

with a nineteen ori«r» any s tld teat first end saoond Wo* 304 
had filled their aahaduia an£ seeoad Ho* ̂ 04 sar^isd so signiil̂ * 



f3> 

A& 4 penult of this Investigation it is believ$4 that 
Census sor &iag af first Eta. SOS in oheeking over tha register 
st iiigbfi'sld noted TIW entry on the? fourth line regarding tho 
da arture of He* 204 instead of tho entry on the third line 
noting the arrival of s&sead u"o# £04 e&rryln® gresn signals 
in<U eating « follo^in^ s$etian« the error OR t\e part of 
Canduatar King in oheckins th© traia register tms the a-ausa of 
this aooident* 

Conductor Eina been in the employ of this ooapany for 
ten y#arBf and had been employed as a eondnetor for six years. Sis record ?ms good and he ?ms regarded as a careful and eem» 
patent ®&n* At tha fel&e when th© aenident ©starred he had been 
an 4uty v$ hours, after a period off duty of IS feaura* None 
of 7>h© etiploy&os involved in this aaei&sat on duty contrary 
to any of the provisions of the heurs of servlee In1??* 

While this aaa&dant was dlrestly to tha failure of 
an ejt̂ loyae properly to perfoxia hi a &utyt it wis rendered 
sosslbXa by ttfa ^yetam of tmln operation eEipieye^ t ana dls» 
£laya th® inherent venlcaasa of this method ef T^&IN operation* 
Had an attenuate hlâ Jte signal AYSTM bem in operation on th© 
«aataaa Maryland Railway a& this plane the aoeldent probably 
wGxulil have b#<en averted* Under the bloe& system f@' *ar op or* 
tunitise #or erx*ors lifeoly to lead to diimster are presented* 
aad It la believed- viLiz THO voiuias af traffic ov©^ this road 
J a l&r^e enough to warrant the installation of the block syat^m. 


