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Degowber 18, 1912,
In re investizetion of agoldent on the Westem

& Atlsntic Railroad near Emerszon, Gs., on
Roveaber 8, 1912,

S i g g 4 A b S vy gt W Ro il

On Novesboy &, 1912, there wis & head end colli-
slon betwesn & work train and s freight traln on the
Wectern & Atlantic Rallrozd near Emerscon, Qa., resulting in
the desth of & employess znd the Injury of 17 employses.

after Liwestigstion I beg to submit the fellow
ing reports

The Jestern & Atlantle Rsilresa is owned by the
Stetec o Georgls, and is operated under logse hy the Hashe
viile, Chuttonoogs & 34, Louils Rallromd, the main line extaend-
ing from Chatisnooys, Tenn.,te Atlants, Ga, The line hetgeen
Junta, Gae. and Ablanta, Ga., & distance of 48 miles, 1z used
Jeintly by the Marbvrllle, Chattanooga & 8t, Louls, the Louis-
ville & Huzawille and Vestorn & Atlantle Hailroads, snd is
operated sunder the znenuzl bleck zysten in connection wmith the
tr:in order (ispatehing systom.e Telophones are instslled =2t
peesing sidings in order that traln derews mey communicants with
bleck ppariters. Uach block operator keepe # block sheet, on
vhieh he records the movenents of tralns pasglng his station,
Under the rules in Force on this road permissive ncvenents
are allowed for fralght traias followlng freight trains,; but
an acbaclate block iz wint.iosd for pmssenger traing excopt
when peralssive sovesents are sythorized by the diﬁgétah@r.

The eollision occurred zhout 1l-1/2 milez south of

Fugrson., apeoroatidng thils polnt from the gsouth thare s a
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dascending grade, and the trogk curves eastwafd; then there
are a aunber of deep guts which obstruct the view snd linit
the viaten of & train crew for & digtange of sbout 900 feel
frou the point where the collision occcurred, On the east
gide of the trrch there 1g s cut 30 feet dgep and 250 feet
long, extending to a £111 300 feet long, and then there 13 =
graller cut 2% feet deep and 75 feet in length in which the
collision occurred, Approaching this polnt from the north
tha grade 1s sscondlngy there 1l 2 curve to the euct which
is folloved by & curve to the west, slmost entirely cobstruct-
ing the view freom the right side of the esb feor s west-bound
eangine. The range of vislen from the left zide of the ogine
is 1i1lted te a distince net grester than 150 fect.

Hagtern & JAtlantic zery trein Ho. 27 wosn working be-
tween Junta mnd Hugo, "rotecting sgainst third-class troing
and north-hound extras, botieen 50751 d.7e 80d & pole Con-
ductor Geston and emginenin Arwlon were in charge of 4hia
treine. A4t the tiqe of oo collizsion tals train consisted
of engine Mo, 27 and 5 flat gro which were being pushed aheud
of the englne., IJefore lesving Hugo Conduetor Gaston zent p
Aespage to Flagnar Setten cof o is train, who was stationed
at Fmerson, directing him %"tc instruet all south-bound trains
to stay at gouth swlitch st Emercen until we get in%,.

This aessege wae deliversd to Plagnan Newton at
3157 poo, by Operctor Wilson .t Encroon, At &hauffiﬁﬁ'elsek
work tradn extra 27 startsd ncorth from RAugo te do some work,

glth the wnderstinuing thast 1t :ould go to Baerson to let
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gouth-dound trains nusg., It wes mithin sehout half s aile
of the zouth switch st Emercon whan 1t colllded «ith southe
bound Loulsville & Nushville first Ho. 9.

Louisville & Nashville first He. 9 conslated of
eazine No,. 986, 19 losded freight carzy snd s caboose. Con-
ductor Bates and Englneman Fdwards wepe in charge of this train,
Firut Go. 9 roached Smerson at 4311l p,2. The bloek slygnel and
the treln orssye board were botli at danger, snd the trals ceme
te @ stop just north of the statima. Conductor Batos went
to the telogreph office, waere he found an order lying on
the table addres-ed to hils train directing it te walt st
ITmersen until 4220 peme Vhile he was in the offlce; hows
evur, this order wxzs snnmulled, and the epsyrater eleared beth
the hleoek gignal snd trein order board. The tyrain then vro-
coeded south, colllding with work extrs Ne. 27 2t 4835 pa.o.

At the tine of the eollision the Cenductor and Fne-
ginomun =nd the Foresan, ssolntant Ferewsn end 19 laborers of
& ecnstrmuction gang were riding on the flet cars of work
gxtre Hoo 27; the Tlranmac wos ramning the ongine. All the
cars In weps extra Noe 27 anu the two head cars in flirat Ho,
9 ween destroyoed. Engine 27 of the wmork extra turned over
on the west side of the track and engine Ho, 986 of first Ho.
9 turned over on the ewst zide of the traslk, The spoed of
the work extra was estiroted 2t about 10 or 35 miles an bour,

sad the speed of first Yoo 9 wap ostimatod at abqut-zﬂ miles an

heour.
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Flagzon Hewton szld tiat vhile at Paerson he ree
ceived a mezeage from Conducteor Gazton, shoptly before the
arrival. of first Ho. 9, instrueting him to held all south-
bound trains at the south swlitch at Emersen until the work
extra Wo. 27 reported into clesr. He gald that when first lo.
9 stopped 2t Emerson he olizbed on the eugine and told
Enzinensn Ddaards that the work extrs wag coming to the zouth
switeh, and that first Ne. 2 should stey thers until the werk
extra got Intc elesr. Operstor Adans, who wes on duty at
Faersen at the tlne, stoted that he saw Flogman Newton clinb
on the engina of first Xo. 9, approich Englnenan Fdwerds and

nlsce his hoand on the Dagincuants aboulder. He scw thia from

hils oftice but wis tog for awsy to hear snything that was said,

Englnenan Sdwares of “1rst Bo. 9 stated thsat zhile
hiz teain wes stunding et FPasrasn g san got on his englne
orxi teld hia that work extry ¥o. 27 wao Weoming over yonder®
for his traln, ami tuet men e 7 y. oxtea got Into elenr ag
eculd goe He ptated that ne o 2es tuis anam 1€ that was why
the block aignal was at Jongoer cna Af he eoculd go when the
slgnal wag cleared, ani Lre ua xnswvered affirmatively., In-
ginemen Edwards atsted that he il not recognize this nan as
a flagman, as he did not :iz2oley any flag nor identify hingelf
og the flaguan of any truin; 3o tnought ﬁﬁat the =an wos
gi-ply siving his s messege Pfres the operater a4t BEmerscon. He
gtated that wshen the Coniucror cane aat"of the orfiﬁa and
get on the engine he askod tho conuuctor why the signels were

at donger, and the comiuetor told hinm of the wait order shileh
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had been smaulled, Having roceived a elear block signal
end order board the trsin proceeded, passing the svuth switch
and induptrisl tracks in that vieinity without stopping. The
engineman stated that the msn did not say where "over yonder®
was, and that when the signel was olearsd he thought the
vori extrs was off the main line, He had ne ldea that 1t
waz coming te the south switch &t Emerzon or he would not
have pagsed that point,

4t Emersom, Operstor Wilson waa relieved by Operntor
Aduus at 4 olelock. Beforc going off duty, however, Willsom
¢alled Adome! attention to the message he had recelved from
eondictor Saston and Jelivered to Plagaen Newton regarding
tho holding ef south-bound tralns for work extrz He. 27.
Qperateor Urigg, who was stotloned &t Hugo, stated that shen
he was notifled that Cirat Ho, 9 wnp ready to lesve Emsrson
he guve Operateor Adans suthority te digplay o gautlon block
algmal, Operator sdams stated that he recsdved suthority
to display a clear indication for first Ho, 9,

This aceldent was caused by the failure of Flagman
Heten proverly to flag flrst He, 9, and to give the Engine-
man definite informetion regerding the movements of worl extra
Ho, 27, If he had identified himself as tha Flugnmen of work
extre Ho. 27, or had dlsplayed his flag, or hed placed torpe-
dees on the rail, o had zccompanled this traln to the ssuth
switeh whore 1t wes to wait for work extra No. 27, the goclient

woeuld have heen avorted,
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4 contribvuting ecause was the falluve of Enginenen
Edwards of Iouleville & Hashville first No. 9 te have u
olesr umderstanding of the ingtructicne given him by Plagren
Newton of the Western & Atlantic work extra No, 27 &nd to lknow
of the aovenentz of this work train before leawving Emerson.
Operstor Adame was algo at faull for displeying @
clear aignal for first No, 9. Bule 28 governing the eperstion
of trains over this portion of the ¥ostern & Atlantic Rail-
road reads se followst
V¥hen treing holding eork extrs orders desire teo
Tastblo0k wescicn phasod must be cAviped of 1ts The
signaloan mist proaptly notify the next block station
in advance.
Rule 74 provides that
Blgnelaen mugt have s full understanding with each
T S0, T et SRR e 2 e
eortain that block Lz cloar of opposing trains,..e
Operateor Grigg ot Hugo and Operstor Adawms at Emer-
son both were aware thut wer¥ oxtra No. 27 was cecupying the
blook betwsen Emerson :nd ifugo, and zhile there is s eonflict
ketween the gtatements of these aperators regarding the sige-
nal #hich was suthorized for first Ho. 9, Operator Adans shounld
not under any eircumstzncos hovo displayed s cleay signal
for firat No. ¥ when hie lmew that the block wes ocoupled by
work extra No., 27. Ho alseo feiled to notify Conduotor Rates
¢f flrat Ne. 9, when he cane Inte the offlce for orders, that
work extro Wo, 27 was coming te the south switmh<§;\kmarsun
.

to let his train paas,
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Prior to the occurrence of this &ﬁﬁidsat it was not
customary for operators to enter work traln movenments on thelr
block pheets exvept when 5 contiuneus run from one blook
station to another wes made, Operutor Wilson stated that At
was the practice to keap no record econcerning work trein
govenenta exaept & note for the information of the operators,
Vhen & work extra was to use the msin track the &rew se-
cured permispion from the Operator to use the bleck and
then protected thelr train by fleg, Had a record of the
movenents of work train Ro, 27 been kept, az reugulred by
the rules, and & eurd been given to Condustor Bates ealling
hiz attention to the presunce of work extra No. 27 in the
block, the sceidemt no doubt would have been averted.
None of the employess involved in thiz acoldent
waz on duty womtrary to any of the provisions of the hours
of sarvice luw, Flagnmen Hewton hed been in the euploy of
this company neurly 8 yesrs, He hed been e¢n duty 10 hours
and 25 minutes, after & pericd off duty of 12 howrs., FEagine-
man Edwardse had been in the euploy of this compeny nesrly 17
years, and had been esployed us &n enginenman more than 14
years, He hud begn on duty 6 hours and ¥ minutes after a
period off duty of 40 hoursy and 16 aﬁnﬂ#ay; Gperator Adans
had been eénployed for e period of 2 years) he left the gservice
ef this compsny, and was agtin employed as an Operastor about
two weoks before the date of the aceldent. He had -hoon on
duty but 25 miautes when the aceldent oecurred, ﬁi;;} ]

poriod eff duty of 16 hours, -



