
December IS, 19X2* 
In re investigation of aooident en the Western 
& Atlantic 1 1 road near ^grsea, Se*, on 

On SFcnreaber 1912, there #CAS a head end colli
sion between a wor& train and a freight traia en the 
ftectem & Atlantic Railroad a©&r feterson, Ga., resulting in 
the de&th of & employees and the Injury of 1? eaplctyoes. 

After investigation I beg to msbsilt tho fallow
ing reports 

The 77e stern & Atlantic ifeilrosa is owned by the 
State •n* Georgia, aad is operated under lease by the $&sh-
vtlie, Chattanooga a 3t» Louis Baiiro&d, the main line extend
ing fross Chattanooga, Tennto htXmtw$ Ss» She line between 
Junta, Gft* #nd Atlanta, a distance of 4,5 miles, is used 
Jointly by the Ha^hvllle, Chattanooga & St* keula, the Louis
ville & ifcshvllltia and Eastern & Atlantic Railroads, ana is 
operated under the nanu&l block Bfntm in connect Ion with the 
tr*ia order dispatching aystecu Telephones are installed st 
passing siding* in or-tor that train crews amy eomauanieat© with 
block o p e r L t c r u . Each blee£ operator leeê e ® block sheet, on 
vshich h& records the asevenents of trains phasing his station* 
Dnder the rules in for^e on this road penaissive neveaents 
are allowed for freight trains following freight trains, but 
an absolute block is "saint i-insd for passenger traXne exempt 
eh en ppraiaaive a c v c B e n t s &v® authorised by the dispatcher* 

Hie collision oceurrod about 1-1/2 silos south of 
Biserson, Approaching this point froai the south thare is A 



descending grade, sad tha truck curves eastwardj then there 
ar@ a auraiteer of deep cuts which obstruct the view end limit 
tho vision of a train crow for ft distance of sbout 900 feet 
frota the point where trie collision occurred. On the east 
Bid® of tho track thoro is o cut 30 fesfc deep and 25C? feet 
long, extend ins to & fill 300 feot long, and then there Is a 
smaller cut 2$ feot deep and 75 feet in length ia which tho 
collision occurred* Approaching t^is point froai th© north 
tha grsde is ascondingj ther<? Is a curve to tho east tMch 
la followed by & curve to tho wst, sliaost entirely obstruct
ing TII© viow fres tho right side of th® cab for a west-bound 
engine* The range of v IN ion from tlie loft sid€ OF the engine 
Is liiitod to £ distune© not GREATER than 150 foot. 

Postern & «itlanti« WARS trsin Ho* 27 working be-
tw^on Junta End Hugo, PROTECTING sgalnat third-class trains 
and north-bound extras, F>CTVEE:I 6 s *1 a.au and 6 Con
ductor Gaston (miinmni FLRWTON VAER*? in charge of thia 
tra*la. At the TIRIO OF *<r̂  > cllislon tttis trsin consisted 
of engine So. 27 mti 5 fl*it c^rs VFIICH vere being pushed &hekd 
of the engine. BEFORE leavinr; HU$O Conductor Gaston sent & 
siessâ o to ?laya&B ffe^ten CF cMa trfiln, who tffiS stationed 
st Esjeraon, directing his "TO Instruct all ecuth-bound trains 
to stav at SCUTH SWITCH At HWFRR-on urn til wo $et ln w. 

This -AESSSEGE use d&liyvf&Z to Flagman Newton at 
3J$7 p,a* by Operator Wilson «-t Increon* At »bcw|^J'O'clock 
work train extra 27 STARTED NORTH from Hugo to do sosao ??orlc, 
«?ith tho understtnuing THAT IT -CULD go to Emerson to let 



0outh-bound trains pass* It urns within about half a naile 
of the south switch at Edereoft when it collided #lth south* 
bound Louisville & iftatnrille first He* 9* 

Louisville & Nashville first He, 9 consisted of 
engine Ifo. 986, 19 loaded freight cars aad a caboose. Con
ductor Bates and E&tginesase Fdwards were in charge of this train* 
Flr.bt ?Jo. 9 reached Emerson at 4*11 sua* fhe blocis signal end 
the trfiln oraer feesrd were both at danger, end the train esse 
to a stop just north of the station* Conductor Bates want 
to the toiagreph office, mere he found an order lying on 
the t&bie addressed to his train directing it to ©ait at 
Stoerpen until 4*20 p»a» While he wsg in the office, how
ever, this order ms annulled, and the operator cleared both 
the block signal and tr&in order board* The train then pro
ceeded south, colliding aith work: extra Ke» 27 ^t 4*25 p,a* 

At the tiae of the collision the Conductor end Fn-
glneman and tho Foreman, Assistant Foremen find 19 laborers af 
a construction gang ^ere riding en the flat ears of wcrlr 
extra flo* 27; tho Fironua WU,TI running the engine* ill the 
QZTU In wor* ê trii He* 27 the two head csra In first So, 
9 w<*re destroyed. Engine 27 of the work extra turned over 
on the weat side of th© tracts and engine So* 986 of first 8To« 
9 turned over on the eL&t side of the track, Xhe speed of 
the werK extrJA tfas eati-st^d at ab©ut 30 or 35 miles an hour, 
and tht; speed of first *Jo. 9 was estisated at about 20 nil*a an 
hour. 



?lagaan tlmt&n said that while at Emerson ho re
ceived a message frê i Conductor Ge&ten, shortly before the 
arrival. of first Ko# 9, instructing hits to hold ail south
bound tr&lna at the south switch at Emerson until the work 
extra IT©. 27 reported into cle&r. He said that when first fJo* 
9 stopped at Emerson he ciirsfced oa the engine end told 
Ehijinensn Edwards that the <?orfc estre was coming to tee s0:2th 
switch, and that first He* 9 should stay there until the s?cr& 
extra got into cl#&r* Operator &daasf «ho on duty at 
Faorsoa at the tl9©, stated that he ssffi Fl&gmen Newton climb 
on the engine of first lo* 9, approach Engineman IStiirards and 
place his hand on the j&gimxaan'a shoulder* He sesr thia froii 
his office but too fcr av=fsy to sear anything that was said. 

Enginesnaa Edwards of flrat Ho* 9 stated that shile 
his tr&ln striding at Moreen a nan got en hie engine 
end told his th&t work estr& He. 2? «ooalng o?er yonder* 
for his train, and tnsit ,icn t.ie r extra got Into clear he 
ccnld go* He stated that ', xe^ tuis man if that m»s why 
the blocJc signal was at dsn&er ana if he eoald go when the 
signal cleared, eni U-o n/un snewered affirmatively. En-
gine'.aan K ^ r d s atated that he dl 1 not recognise this saan as 
a flagman, as he did not uisjlay any flag nor Identify himself 
as the flagman of &ny train; ho trjoû ht that the atsun wee 
simply giving hî i a SOESAOBC fre-s the operator «st feuereoa. He 
Stated that when the Conductor caie out of the of 7ie~e and 
got on the engine he asked tho conductor utoy the signals were 
at danger, and the ccniuctor tcld his of the wrait order svhleh 



had been annulled. Having received a clear block signal 
end order boara the train proceeded, passing the south switch 
end induetrial tracks in that vicinity without stopping. The 
enginessan stated that the mn did not say where "ever yonder" 
was, end that e?hen the signal was cleared he thought the 
work extra » i off the aein line* He had tie idea that it 
was coning to the south switch at Emerson or he would not 
have passed that point* 

At Esaersson, Operator Wilaon wm relieved by Operator 
idfems at 4 o'clock* Before going off duty, however, Wilson 
called Adaisa1 attention to the Message he had received fro& 
conductor Oneton and delivered to Flagman Helton regarding 
the holding of muth-boxm.d trains for worJc extra Ke* 27* 
Operator ilri&g, who was stationed at Eugo, stated that whm 
he ®as notified that first STo# 9 was ready to leave Sserncn 
he gave Operator Admn authority to dis$i®y e caution block 
signal* Operator Adsuas stated that he received authority 
to display a clear indication for first 3o» o» 

This accident was ceased by the failure of Flagman 
le^toa properly to flag first Uo, e.4 end to give the Engine* 
sim definite iaforsi&tion regarding the aoveiaents of work e&tra 
Ho. 27* If he had Identified himself as the flagmen of worls 
extra Ho. 27, or had displayed his flag, or hud placed torpe
does on the rail, cr had accompanied this train to tho south 
switch i&wre it was to wait for work extra So* 27, the acclient 
would have been averted. 



A contributing causa sras the failure of Kiglneamn 
Edwards of Louisville & ffashville first 9o # 9 to nave a 
clear understanding of the instructions given him by RUgneii 
Kesrfcon of the «estern & Atlantic worfe extra No, £7 end to know 
of the ocveaents of this urorfc train before leaving laersen. 

Operator Mme m& also at fault for etlspl&ying a 
clear signs! for first ffo. 9# Kuie 2# governing th© operation 
of trains over this portion of the Weetem $t Atlantic Bail-
road reads &® followst 

When trains holding eork extra order* desire to 
occupy the main track to do work, tn© signalman at the 
JUst block itstion passed must be advised of it* The 
signalman muet promptly notify the next block at&tion 
in advance* 

fiule 74 provides that 
Signalmen sust isev© a full understanding *dth each 

other as to the iBove-sent of trains end oust not give a 
train permission to enter a block unless absolutely 
certain that block is clear of opposing trains..** 

Operator Gritfg at Hugo and Operator Adams at Emer
son both #ere sware that »erie e&tra Ho* 27 was occupying the 
block between Btaereon end Hugo, ami shll© there ie a conflict 
between the statements of theee operators regarding the sig
nal which was authorised fc=r first 9* Operator M&m should 
not under any circumstances hsve cUsplajed a clear signal 
for first Ho* 9 when lie knew that the block tma occupied by 
work extra &e« 27. Ho also filled to notify Conductor Bfctee 
Of first JDs* 9* when he e&;ae into the office for orders, that 
worls extra tfo. 27 was coming to the eeuth switch îTfeserson 
to let hie train pees* ~ y 



Prior to tho occurrence of thie accident it ess not 
customary for operators to enter «ork train Bovesenta on their 
block sheets except when a continuous run from one block 
station to another urea made* Operator Wilson stated that it 
wee the practice to keep no record concerning work tr&in 
seveagjnts except a note for the Information of the operators* 
Men a worte extra m& to use the sain track the $rew se
cured permission frota the Operator to use the block and 
then protected their train by flag* Had a record of the 
©overeats of work trsin Ho* 27 been kept* ae required by 
tli© rulen, end & card been given to Conductor Bates celling 
his attention to the presence of werfe extra 9e# 27 in the 
block* the accident no doubt would have been averted* 

Uon© of the employees involved in tills accident 
on duty contrary to any of the provisions of the hour® 

of service law* Fl&g$&n Uewtea had hem in the employ of 
thie co^i^ny nearly $ yesre, He had been on duty 10 hours 
end 25 ainutes, after & period off duty of 12 hours, Engine-
man Edv&rde had been in the etaeloy of this ceasoeny nearly 17 
years, and had been employed m «n eagineiaan fisore than 14 
years. He had been on duty 6 hours end 9 Minutes after a 
period off duty of 40 hours and 10 ainutee* Operator Mma 

had been employed for a period of % ye^raj he left the service 
of this company, end was again employed aa an Operator shout 
two weeks before the d&te of tho accident, He hedheen on 
duty but 25 mlnutea when the accident occurred, after a 
period off duty ©f 16 hours* — 


