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AFETY T3 RF TNVESTIGA~
0N THE 7ASETIGTON,
FJAD £T REVELL, D ,
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BALTIYORE & AV w0 0LIS BLECTEIC RA
QL ATUGURT 32, 1457

Jogeser 15, 1821,
To tne Ccmrlssion
In Auvgust 23, 1921, there vas a heiad-end col-
lisicn ost"een 2 passenzer trarn and nor. train on the Vashing-

ton, Baltiwore % snnapclis Electric Pailroad at Fevell, M4 ,

which restltzd 1 the deatn of £ ewcloyses, and tae 1njury of

1l pasgsenger ani 1 2aplovee

AGS O CGperavion

Tnis accident cecurrsd or. the Arnapolis Short

Tiine Divisica, ™hica extesnds cetvesn Baltirore and Annagpolls,

M3 , a distance of 25.8 miles In Sne viclnisy of the point

of accident 1% 1s 2 single-track line cover rhich trzins are

operated by tire-taole =a.d train orders, no biock-signal system

a1

dabolt 40 teet scuts of tne

3

ne acoidsnt occurr
station at Revell Lpproaching tne point ¢f accident frow tne
nerth, tnere 1g 710 feet of tangent, follcocwed by a 3-dsgzwee 45

ginute curve Lo tae left 731 feet 1n length, 2. 1oout tae center

=

of vhicn the accident occurred ADpTCOACALL,, Sh1s curve from
the socuta the trass 1s tangent for a arstanca of 582 feet The
grade 1s O 41 per cent desceading o1 northbovrnd trains trom a

pairnt 2,450 fz2et south of tne poiat of accident to a pecint 1,000

feet noril thereo” The vied of routcCrmen apprcacilng tne poiat



-2

cT aceclisnt Frov eztrLar direction 1s materially obscured Tae

r~

accident cccurred at abort 1 17 »n mw , at which time tne weather
was clearw
Descriptorn

Nertabound passenger train No 332 consisted
of ~ctor car ¢ 97, of semi-steel cocnstruciion, and was in
charge of Conductor Parris and Yotormaa !Miller It left Severn-
side, 1 € riles aortrh of Annapclis, at 1 08 pm , 1 ninute late,
and "hile sloning Join ©C make the rasgsanger stop at Revell,
collaided witlh work extra 15

Work entra 1 coasistsd of mector car No. 1o,
wnicn nad 2 wooden superstructurs nith a reinforcea underfrane,
and 1 wcodsn flat car, wnica was being pusied ahead of the mnctor,
1t was in clharze of Conductor Pearscn and Motorman White A%
Farleipoz Heights, 4 6 miles nerth of Rewell, tns crew received

ap order to run extra to Aracid, tne first svztion south of

ss)
M

vell Tork extra 15 left Farlei: I Heights at 12 56 p, m ,
made ssvera. stops en route, and Wwrile Tunning at a speed tnought
to have been at least 20 miles an hour cecllided Wit train Yo,
332

The Iront end of motor car do 15 was demolish-
ed, the body of the flat car penesrating the mcitor car for a
distance of abcut 20 Teet, the front vestibovlie of car Wo. 97 was
slightly damaged Tne eaployees killed were the conductor aand
motorman of work extra 15

Swurary of eviaence

Motorman Miller, of train Mo 333, stated trat

he nad applied tne air brakes creparatory to stopping at tne
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station at Revell, arni on passing the freight stat:on 150 feet
south of the point of accident he szw the flat car of the work
extra, aprroacring st a high rate of speed He said he re-
versed the motor and only had time to zet out of the motorwan's
compartment before the collision occurred, at which time the
speed of his train was about 6 or € miles an hour., His train
had passed a telepgncne ncoth socuth of Revell at 1 13 p. ., and
he judged the aczident occurred at about 1.17 p. a  Motorman
Miller als® said he compared his watch with tne train dispatebh-
er's time at about 6 a 6. on the date of the accident, and at
that time nis watch was b seconds fast The statements of Con-
ductor Harris practically corrobeorated those of Motorman Miller

Flagman France, of work extra 15, did not know
the werding of the ¢rder received at Earleign Heights, but said
Conductar Pearson told him they were going to run to Arnul<d and
1nstructed him to wait at Earleigh Heighte aand ride on the next
train following, notifying the crew of that train to look out
for the work extra betweern Earieigh Heighte and Arnold Be
knew notning of the accident until after 1ts occurrence. Flag-
man France also sald he saw tne mogorman and conductor of his
train comparing tneir watches at aoout 12 15 p. m., and heard
ocne of tnem say his watch was about 2 seconds faster than the
cther watch

Brakeman Beyer, of wecrk extra 15, was riding
on the rear of the motor attending to the trolley, As the
train rounded the curve he saw Conductor Pearson, wno was ridan,

on the flat car, girving violent stop signals to ths motorman
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and also saw the workaen trying to get off tone c¢ar. He could
not tell whether tnere nsd been any reduction in the speed of
his train wefore tne collision, and re 414 not know what orders
his train was running on, Or Why 1t Was ocCupyinz ithe wain track
on the time of the opposing regular train. Brakemen on this
railroad are nct respeonsible for tie proper executicn of {rain
ocrders or the opzration of their trains Brakeman Beyer, how-
ever, expressed the opinion that the crew of the work extra were
running ahead of a following superior train 1n the expectation
that that train would make 1ts time-tadle meet with train Yo
332 on tane double track south of Revell, not knowing that a

Lo A jcm- g F s
train order had been 1ssued fixing a zeeting pointfat a station
north of Revell

Lineran Revell, of work sxtra 15, said that

while working at Jones, 1.08 miles norts of Revell, the con-
ductor said to him "Hurry up those fellows, as I only have 2
mimites"; the conductor then szid ue could not use the siding
at Jones as 1t was blockea, and tnav he was going to Revell.
lLinesan Revell could not estimate tne speed of the train, but
sai1d 1t was going fast encugh to aake toe water come %0 his
eyes.

Train Dispatcher Loney said he had told the
conductor of tnec work extra that the siding 2t Jonss was block-
ed, although he said that by pushing cars on the siding farther
back there would have been room endugh for the work extra to

have cleared the main track.
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Conclusions,

This accident was caused by werk extra 15 being
operated against an opposing superior train without proper aun-
thority or protection, I{or which Condustcr Pearson and *Motorman
Mai1te are responsiole,.

Train No 332 1s due at Fevell on 1ts time-
table schedule 2t 1.15 p. m., and under the rules, which re-
quire extra trains to clear regular trains 5 minutes, wWork extra
15 should have been i1nto cleaxz at Revell rot iater than 1 10
p- m., or be protected by flag. Oa account of the ceath of the
employees 2t fault, 1t 18 1mpossiWle to assign any definite
reagon for their farlure to observse these rules, although 1t 18
possible, as stated by Brakeman Beyer, that tney expected train
No 332 to wait on the doutle tracsk south cf Revell for train
No. 329, whica they supposed was following them.

conductor Pearson and doforman Thite were ex~
perienced employees. At the time of the accident they had been
on duty abcut 7 hours, after 14 and 11 hours, respectively, off
duty The conductor and motorman of train KNo. 3Z2 had beer on
duty about 8 hours, after nearly 15 hours cff duty

Hespectfully submitted,
T. P. BOFLAND,

Chief, Bureau of Safet:



