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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OE THE BUREAU OF SAFETY COVERING INVES­
TIGATION OF AV ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OM THE WABASH 
RAILWAY NEAR WILLIAMSPCRT, IND. , OK OCTOBER 19 . 1933. 

December 4 , 1933. 

T o t h e Commission: 

On Oc tobe r ] 9 , 1923, t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a p a s ­
s e n g e r t r a i n on t h e Wabash R a i l w a y nea r W i l l i a m s p o r t > I n d . , 
r e s u l t i n g i n t h e death o f 3 e m p l o y e e s , and t h e i n j u r y o f 3 
e m p l o y e e s , 5 m a i l c l e r k s , and 8 p a s s e n g e r s . 

L o c a t i o n and method of o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e 2nd D i s t r i c t of t h e Peru 
D i v i s i o n , which ex tends be tween T i l t o n , 1 1 1 . , and Pe ru , I n d . , 
a d i s t a n c e o f 101.3 m i l e s , a t a p o i n t about t w o m i l e s west 
o f w i l l i a m s p o r t , I n d - , wh ich i s 3 4 . 1 m i l e s eas t o f T i l t o n . 
I n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c k l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e , 
t r a i n o r d e r s and an a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem. About 
300 f e e t wes t o f t h e p o i n t d e r a i l m e n t t h e r e i s a r e l a y box 
i n which a r e r e l a y s c o n t r o l l i n g t h e au toma t i c b l o c k s i g n a l s , 
and 5,100 f e e t wes t o f t h a t i s l o c a t e d a u t o m a t i c b l o c k s i g ­
n a l 3 1 - 1 5 , 0 , g o v e r n i n g t h e movement o f e a s t w a r d t r a i n s -

Approach ing t n e scene o f t h e a c c i d e n t f rom t h e w e s t , 
t h e r e i s a t a n g e n t about 3 m i l e s i n l e n g t h , f o l l o w e d by a 
3-deg ree c u r v e t o t h e l e f t about 900 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t h e 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t b e i n g on t h e c u r v e about 400 f e e t f rom i t s 
e a s t end. The g rade f o r about 1 m i l e wes t o f s cene o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t i s de scend ing f rom 0 .505 t o 0 .819 per c e n t . 

The t r a c k m t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e a c c i d e n t was l a i d w i t h 
90-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t m l e n g t h , w h i l e f o u r - h o l e a n g l e b a r s 
w e r e used- The re w e r e 20 oak t i e s t o t h e r a i l , t i e - p l a t e d 
and s i n g l e - s p i k e d , on a b e d of about 6 i n c h e s o f g r a v e l . The 
e l e v a t i o n on t h e c u r v e i s about 3 i n c h e s . The a c c i d e n t o c ­
c u r r e d at about 11.30 p . m. , t h e w e a t h e r at t h e t i m e b e i n g 
c l e a r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

P a s s e n g e r t r a i n Ho. 3 c o n s i s t e d o f e n g i n e 1679, o f t h e 
4 - 6 - 2 t y p e , 2 s t e e l m a i l c a r s , 1 wooden b a g g a g e c a r , 1 s t e e l 
b a g g a g e c a r , 1 wooden b a g g a g e c a r , 1 wooden c o m b i n a t i o n c a r , 
1 wooden c o a c h , 1 s t e e l c h a i r car and 4 Pullman s l e e p i n g 
c a r s , i n t h e o r d e r named, and was i n c h a r g e o f Conductor 
H u r l b u r t and Engineman Schmugge T h i s t r a m was en r o u t e 
f r o m S t . L o u i s t o New Y o r k , i t l e f t T i l t o n a t 10 .42 p . m. , 



~2-

37 minute^ l a t e , a n i p a s s e d P'eat Lebanon, the l a s t open t e l e ­
graph o f f t o e , at 11. as p . xc., 33 nj.nutes l a t e , and was de­
r a i l e d about 3.3 miles east of West Lebanon, or 2 mi les from 
W i l l i a m s p o r t , w h i l e t r a v e l i n g at a speed est imated t o have 
been about 45 miles an hour . 

I h e engine and tender came to r e s t oil t h e i r r i g h t s i d e s , 
the f r o n t end of the engine be ing 106 f ee t to the r i g h t of 
the t r a c k a f t e r having run a d i s tance of 350 f ee t from the 
p o i n t of dera i lment ; the two m a i l cars t u r n e d over on t h e i r 
r i g h t s ides to the r i g h t of the t r a c k , the f o r w a r d end of the 
l e a d i n g oar b e i n g about 50 fee t from the t r a c k . The f i r s t 
baggage car t u r n e d over to the r i g h t and .as des t royed by 
f i r e . The second baggage oar pushed by to the r i g h t of the 
p r e c e d i n g car and was damaged by f i r e ; i t was s tanding l e a n ­
i n g to the r i g h t w i th i t a f r o n t end 66 f e e t from the t rack . 
The f o l l o w i n g baggage c a r , combination car and coach were 
s tanding l eaning to the r i g h t and were e n t i r e l y des troyed b y 
f i r e . The east truck of the f o l l o w i n g cha ir car was d e r a i l e d 
and that end of the car b a d l y damaged b y f i r e , the west t ruck 
of t h i s car and the four s l e e p e r s beh ind remained on the 
t r a c k . The t r a c k was t o r n up f o r a d i s t a n c e of about 370 
f e e t . The employees k i l l e d were the engineman and two express 
me33enger 3 . 

Summary of ev idence . 

Fireman Henton of t r a m No. 2 s t a t e d that the l a s t stop 
was made at D a n v i l l e Junct ion , 21 mi les west of W i l l i a m s p o r t , 
and at that time the b r a k e s on the t r a i n and engine seemed t o 
b e working a l l r i g h t . S i g n a l 21-13,0 d i s p l a y e d a c l e a r i n d i ­
c a t i o n . He was s i t t i n g on the l e f t s ea t box looking out of 
the f r o n t window and the f i r s t in t imat ion of danger he had 
was when the f r o n t end of the engine jumped over to the r i g h t , 
e v i d e n t l y l e a v i n g the t r a c k . He was thrown up on the b o i l e r 
h e a d , and he heard the engineman apply the a i r b r a k e s -

Examination of the t r a c t by employees a f t e r the acc ident 
d i s c l o s e d that the a n g l e b a r s had been removed from both side& 
of the west end of the south r a i l at the po int of a c c i d e n t . 
One ang le b a r was l y ing on the gauge s i d e and one on the out­
s i d e of the east end of the r a i l . These ang le b a r s had no 
marks on them nor were they bent . The nuts had been taken o f f 
the a n g l e - b a r b o l t s , and the b o l t s and n u t s , which were found 
a longBi&e the a n g l e b a r s , were in good c o n d i t i o n , w i th no 
marks or dents whatever , the t h r e a d s b e i n g d i s t i n c t and the 
washers b r i g h t where the nuts had been l a t e l y unscrewed. The 
s p i k e s removed from the i n s i d e of the r a i l were found on the 
t r a c k b e s i d e the d i s p l a c e d r a i l , and b o r e evidence of hav ing 
been removed With a claw b a r , as the under p a r t of a l l the 
sp ikes found showed where the c ia# of the p u l l e r had come in 
contact w i th them, and the spike no i e s i n the t i e s were square 
at the top i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the spikeg had been p u l l e d s t r a i g h t 
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u p . The sp ikes were not bent nor were the ho les in the t i e s 
broken or uneven, as they wou3d have been i f the sp ikes h a d 
been worked back and f o r t h . Tne t i e p l a t e s were a l l in p l a c e 
and sp iked on tne o u t s i d e , the only sp ikes removed from the 
o u t s i d e of the r a i l were t h o s e at the j o i n t which had to be 
removed in order t o remove the ang l e b a r s . On account of the 
f o r w a r d truck of the cha ir car standing over the east or the 
d e l i v e r i n g end of the r a i l , and t h i s car and the car d i r e c t l y 
ahead having caught f i r e , i t cou ld not be determined whether 
or not the sp jkes had been removed f o r the e n t i r e l ength of 
the i n s i d e of the r a i l , or whether the angle b a r s had been 
removed from the east end of the r a i l ; however, the d i s p l a c e d 
r a i l was t u r n e d over on i t s s i d e w i th the b a l l towards the 
north . When the chair c a r , which came to r e s t over the d e l i v ­
e r i n g end of the d i s p l a c e d r a i l , was p u l l e d back from the r e a r 
end of the car ahead, the d i s p l a c e d r a i l was caught by some 
p a r t of the cha ir car which was dragg ing and was p u l l e d back 
away from the r a i l ahead, and t h e r e was no evidence that there 
were any ang le b a r s a t t a c h e d to i t s eas tern end when i t was 
p u l l e d back , and t h e r e were no p a r t s of broken a n g l e b a r s 
f o u n d among the d e b r i s in c l ean ing up the wreckage. 

The f i r s t wheel mark shown was on the head of a sp ike 
in the f o u r t h t i e east of the j o i n t ; i t looked as though the 
outer rim of a wheel had s truck i t a g l a n c i n g b low. The next 
t i e and the t i e p l a t e on i t b o r e f l a n g e marks acros s the t o p , 
w h i l e a l l the t i e s east of t h i s were b a d l y torn and broken. 
The d i s p l a c e d r a i l bore three d i s t i n c t f l a n g e marks on the 
o u t s i d e base of same, beg inning at a po in t 45 inches from the 
west end and cont inuing f o r a d i s t a n c e of 8 f e e t , t h e r e b e i n g 
no marks on the i n s i d e or the top of the r a i l near the r e ­
c e i v i n g end. Beginning 30 inchea^From the we3t end of the 
r a i l , there were g r e a s e marks and small scars a l l along the 
o u t s i d e of the b a l l of the r a i l f o r almost i t s e n t i r e length; 
t h i s e v i d e n t l y was caused by the i n s i d e of the wheel r u b b i n g 
o u t s i d e of the r a i l b e f o r e the l a t t e r was t u r n e d over a f t e r 
the d e r a i l m e n t . 

The bond w i r e s connect ing the d i s p l a c e d r a i l t o the ad­
j o i n i n g r a i l at each end had not been broken and were s t i l l 
i n t a c t a f t e r t h e accident happened. They were fa s tened to 
the i n s i d e of the r a i l , and the r a i l cou ld be moved about a 
f o o t without d i s p l a c i n g them. 

The f i r e ev ident ly s t a r t e d i n the f i r s t or second car 
ahead of the combination car- The cause of the f i r e i s un­
known, however, a l l of the wooden car3 in the derai lment 
were l i g h t e d w i t h gas . 

Track Superv i sor Harter a r r i v e d at the 3cene of the a c ­
c i d e n t about 3 .30 a. m. Whi le r e p a i r i n g the t r a c k , he exam­
i n e d the d i s p l a c e d r a i l , which had been moved in r e r a i l i n g 
the c a r s , and c o u l d see no marks upon i t in the p o s i t i o n m 
which i t was l y i n g , but when the r a i l was r o l l e d o v e r , s l i g h t 
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marks w e r e found on t o p or b a l l c f t h e r a i l most o f i t s 
l eng th . . T h i s r a i l was no t u s e d i n r e b u i l d i n g t h e t r a c k but 
was kept f o r o b s e r v a t i o n . He had been o v e r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
p i e c e o f t r a c k dur ing t h e Dast 10 d a y s , r a i s j n g a few j o i n t s . 
He had been o v e r t h i s p o r t i o n o f t r a c k a g a i n 3 days p r e v i o u s ­
l y i n a motor car and a g a i n on a t r a i n two day3 b e f o r e , and 
a t t h o s e t i m e s t h e t r a c k a p p a r e n t l y v«as m good shape. 

S e c t i o n Foreman F i s h e r , who was m cnarge of t h e s e c t i o n 
on which t h e d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d , s t a t e d tha t he had walked, 
o v e r t h a t p a r t of t h e t r a c k about t e n o ' c l o c k on t h e morning 
of Oc tobe r ] S and t h a t t h e t r a c k was a l l r i g h t t hen . No work 
was done on t h e t r a c k t h a t day. 

Conductor Shaw of f r e i g h t t r a i n No . 82 s t a t e d t h a t h i s 
t r a i n p a s s e d ov^ r t h e t r a c K a t t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t about an 
hour ahead o f t r a - n No. 3 , and he n o t i c e d n o t n m g wrong w i t h 
t h e t r a c k at t h a t t i m e . 

A s s i s t a n t T r a i n m a s t e r King examined the e n g i n e a f t e r t h e 
a c c i d e n t , and found n o t h i n g wrong t o i n d i c a t e why i t was d e ­
r a i l e d . 

S i g n a l M a i n t a i n e r G o c d e l l was ove r t h e t r a c k on t h e morn­
i n g o f Oc tobe r 19 and s t a t e d t h a t i n so f a r as he c o u l d ; judg r , 
t h e t r a c k was t h e n i n good c o n d i t i o n . The bond ing and s i g n a l 
appur t enances w e r e a l l r i g h t . The bond w i r e s at t h e p o i n t o . 
a c c i d e n t w o u l d a l l o w t h e r a i l t o be moved about a f o o t e i t h e r 
way w i t h o u t b r e a k i n g t h e t r a c k c i r c u i t . ?n t h e a f t e r n o o n 
f o l l o w i n g t h e a c o j d e n t he found t h a t t h e door o f t h e r e l a y 
b o x was open and t h e l o c k lyung on t h e ground a f o o t or t w o 
from t h e p o s t . The oox had been l o c k e d w i t h a Y a l e p a d l o c k ; 
the s t a p l e was b roken and p u l l e d o u t , t h e b roken ends o f the 
s t a p l e snowing c l e a n new b r e a k s -

C o n c l u s i ons . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by m a l i c i o u s t a m p e r i n g w i t h t h e 
t r a c k b y some unknown p e r s o n or p e r s o n s . 

The manner m which t h e r a i l was d i s p l a c e d i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t t n e p e r s o n or p e r s o n s do ing i t w e r e f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e 
t r a c k a t t h i s p o i n t and t h e t r a i n s c h e d u l e s as w e l l . Appar­
e n t l y , a l s o , t h e y w e r e f a m i l i a r w i t h t n s f a c t t ha t t h i s wag 
m a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l t e r r i t o r y , f o r m r e m o v i n g t h e 
a n g l e b a r s and s p i k e s , and s h o v i n g t h e r a i l m t h e y w e r e 
c a r e f u l not t o break t h e bond w i r e s so t h a t t h e a u t o m a t i c 
b l o c k - s i g n a l g o v e r n i n g t h i s s e c t i o n wou ld g i v e a c l e a r i n d i ­
c a t i o n , w i t h t h e r e l a y - b o x door open , as found b y t h e s i g n a l 
m a i n t a m e r a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e t o s e e any 
change m t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e r e l a y s i n d i c a t i n g a change m 
t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e s i g n a l s , ^ l s o , w i t h t h e door open , i t 
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w o u l d be p o s s i b l e t o d i s t u r b or i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e r e l a y s 
so as t o cause t h e s i g n a l t o i n d i c a t e c l e a r -

The e n g i n e crew o f Wo. 3 had been on duty 3 hours a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , a f t e r an o f f - d u t y p e r i o d o f 33 
h o u r s ; t h e t r a m crew nad been on du ty 45 minu t e s , a f t e r an 
o f f - d u t y p e r i o d o f 30 h o u r s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

w. P . BORLAND, 

C h i e f , Bureau of S a f e t y . 


